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MORE SUPPORT FOR CUHK
RESEARCH PROJECTS

welve research proj;ects of the University have attracted funding
support from different quarters:

* Reconstruction of Damaged Physis with 3-D Chondrocytes
Pellet Culture (SF120,000)
Sponsor: AO Research Committee
Principal investigator: Prof. Leung Kwok-sui (Department of
Orthopaedics and Traumatology)

° The 2000 Survey of Drug Use Among Students (HK$600,000)
Sponsor: Action Committee Against Narcotics
Principal investigators from CUHK: Dr. Joseph Lau and Dr. K.K.
Chan (Centre for Clinical Trials and Epidemiological Research), Prof.
C.K. Wong (Department of Psychiatry)

¢ Hong Kong Men Who Have Sex with Men Study (HK$334,300)
Sponsor: Council for the AIDS Trust Fund
Principal investigator: Dr. Joseph Lau (Centre for Clinical Trials
and Epidemiological Research)

From the Germany/Hong Kong Joint Research Scheme 2000-1

* Automatic Design and Prototyping of Digital Baseband
Algorithms for Future Mobile Communication Applications
(HK$28,000)

Principal investigator: Prof. Philip Leong (Department of Computer
Science and Engineering)

* Role of Protein Kinase C in Relaxation of Arterial Smooth
Muscle by ‘Classical” and Novel Calcium Antagonists
(HK$30,000)

Principal investigator: Prof. Huang Yu (Department of Physiology)

* Simultaneous Measurement of Bioelectric and Fluorescent
Signals in Intact Epithelial Tissue (HK$23,240)
Principal investigator: Prof. Ko Wing Hung (Department of
Physiology)

* Effects of the Ultrasound Contrast Enhancing Agent Levovist
on the Detection of Interacranial Arteries and Their Stenoses
by Transcranial Doppler Ultrasound (TCD) (HK$29,800)
Principal investigator: Prof. Lawrence Wong (Department of
Medicine and Therapeutics)

* Recovery in Mobile Agent Systems (HK$29,600)

Principal investigator: Prof. K.W. Ng (Department of Computer
Science and Engineering)

* Muscle-Bone Biological Interaction in Adolescent Idiopathic
Scoliosis (HK$30,000)

Principal investigator: Prof. Qin Ling (Department of Orthopaedics
and Traumatology)

Phosphorous-31 Magnetic Resonance Spectroscopy in the
Examination of Progressive Brain Tumour Versus Radiation-
Induced Injury (HK$12,000)

Principal investigator: Prof. Chan Yu Leung (Department of
Diagnostic Radiology and Organ Imaging)

lon Beam Synthesis of Silicon Carbide (HK$12,000)
Principal investigator: Prof. S.P. Wong (Department of Electronic
Engineerin)
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Changes in the Expression of Renin-Angiotensin System in
Patients with Idiopathic Dilated Cardiomyopathy: Activation
of the Transcription Factor NFkB (HK$12,000)

Principal investigator: Prof. Leung Po Sing (Department of
Physiology)
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Conference Highlights Advances
in Intelligent Data Processing

As new techniques for data acquisition,
analysis, and processing continue to
develop, and the amount of information
available continues to grow, intelligent data
processing is attracting greater attention in
academia and industry. A hundred delegates
from around the world participated in the Second
International Conference on Intelligent Data
Engineering and Automated Learning (IDEAL
2000) held from 13th to 15th December 2000
in the Mong Man Wai Building. The event was
organized by the Faculty of Engineering and
sponsored by Chung Chi College.

The conference comprised three tracks:
financial engineering, data mining, and
intelligent agents. Three keynote speeches were
delivered by prominent researchers in the
relevant fields, and over 70 papers selected from
22 countries were presented.There was also a
panel discussion by Chinese scholars.

The biennial IDEAL international
conference series, established in 1998, aims at
providing a forum for researchers and engineers
to meet and exchange ideas on the latest
developments in data engineering and automated
learning.

CUHK to Give professiond Quahfiéa’rion
to Manulife. Agem‘s

professional Certificate Program

Financial Planning &

he University has launched the Financial

Planning and Management programme
jointly with Hong Kong Manulife (International)
Ltd. (MIL) for the exclusive training of MIL
agents.

Organized by the University’s Asia-
Pacific Institute of Business and the School
of Accountancy of the Faculty of Business
Administration, the programme, to begin in
February 2001, will be conducted by
teachers of the Faculty. It consists of four
modules covering financial planning and
budgeting, investment management,
taxation and tax planning, retirement and
estate planning in Hong Kong.

Manulife agents who complete the

programme will receive a professional
certificate from the University.
MIL is a member of Manulife Financial, a
leading Canadian-based financial services group
operating in 15 countries and territories
worldwide. It is well known for the
professionalism of its agency force.

Telemedicine Conference on Traditional
Chinese Medicine

ore than a hundred oncologists, Chinese

medicine physicians, telemedicine
experts, and other health care professionals
attended Hong Kong’s first telemedicine
conference on traditional Chinese medicine held
on 14th December at the Prince of Wales
Hospital. The conference was organized jointly

by the Telemedicine Centre of the Faculty of |

Medicine, the Institute of Chinese Medicine, and
the Hong Kong Telemedicine Association.
Chaired by Prof. P.C. Leung and Prof. Jack
Cheng, the conference discussion was focussed
on the use of Chinese medicine to treat cancer.

Topics covered include the quality of Chinese medicine, clinical trials, and acupuncture.
Telespeakers came from Europe, mainland China, and Singapore.
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hen the University made

the decision in 1995 to
establish the Accident and
Emergency Medicine Academic
Unit, the first of its kind in Asia
and Australasia, Prof. Robert
Cocks was recruited to head its
development. The unit celebrated
its fifth birthday on 2nd October
2000, and the Newsletter spoke to
Prof. Cocks on the eve of his
departure after the unit had been
put on the right track. Prof. Cocks
will take up a new post in the UK
with the National Health Service
Executive.

One of the constant reminders

Kong will definitely be his
limited edition Breitling
Emergency watch, which
depicts on its face a Wessex
helicopter of the Royal Air Force
Squadron that was based in the
territory prior to 1997. He bought \
it when the Royal Air Force left
Hong Kong. The watch has a three-
foot long aerial with a search and rescue
beacon which can send a distress signal up
to 20 kilometres away. Anyone equipped
with the watch can identify their location
to air rescue services — a feature which
Prof. Cocks hopes that he will never need
to use.

»

Asia’s First A & E Academic Unit

Prior to 1995, accident and emergency
medicine had not been treated as a priority
in local hospitals. There was no structured
teaching on the specialty at the medical
schools, and practically no research output
to speak of. As Prof. Cocks pointed out, A
& E is a “very busy specialty without much
political power’. The impetus to set up the
Accident and Emergency Medicine
Academic Unit came from Prof. Arthur K.
C. Li, then dean of the Faculty of Medicine,
who felt there ought to be more teaching
and research in this important branch of
medicine.

Teaching and Training

With the conscientious efforts of Prof.
Cocks, the undergraduate A & E medicine
teaching programme is now firmly
established at the Prince of Wales Hospital

A&E

and has been in operation for four
academic years. Students are
systematically taught how to
manage critical clinical
emergencies and to make
appropriate and timely
medical decisions for patients

In 1998, the programme was
even singled out for praise
within the faculty’s areas of strength
in the review report of the Education and
Accreditation Committee of the Hong Kong
Medical Council.

The unit has also been engaged in a
wide variety of postgraduate teaching and
training. It has held workshops for A & E
doctors and nurses across the territory, as
well as practice tips workshops, workshops
on the management of major accidents and
disasters, and workshops on the medical
management of chemical accidents.

Pioneer of A & E Research in HK

But of all his job-related achievements
over the last five years, Prof. Cocks is most
proud of his unit’s contribution to A & E
research in the territory. ‘One of the most
satisfying things about my time in Hong
Kong is how much research has developed
in other hospitals not attached to the
University. The course in research methods
run by our unit attracted people from just
about every local hospital with an A & E
department. And now there’s far more
research in emergency medicine coming out
of Hong Kong than in previous years,” he
said. At the international A & E conference
in Sydney in 1996, there was only one paper
from Hong Kong — from the unit. By the
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A Well-Packed

and Fruicful
Five Years

for Founder of the
Medicine Academic Unit

time the next conference came up in
Vancouver in 1998, there were 18 papers
from Hong Kong. And at the following
conference held in Boston in early 2000,
there were well over 30. Clearly the unit
has managed with great success to nurture
a research culture in the specialty, which
has in turn led to the general improvement
in emergency care in Hong Kong.

Personal Interestin A& E

Prof. Cocks gained an interest in
accident and emergency medicine as a
student of the Royal Free Hospital School
of Medicine in the UK. During his final
year, he spent some elective study time in
Sabah, North Borneo, working for the local
Flying Doctor Service and studying trauma
services. The topic of his MD thesis was
related to how the human immune system
reacts to trauma, a subject-area in which he
has had a long-standing interest. ‘Quite
often we find the patient develops
complications after severe injury. I was very
interested to know why it should be,
particularly following an earlier observation
I made that there are lots of white blood
cells in the blood circulation after injury,
which should make it easier rather than
more difficult to fight injury,” he said. In
1990, he became the first consultant and
senior lecturer in accident and emergency
medicine at the Hammersmith Hospital in
London.

Services to the Community

Prof. Cocks and his unit have also been
extremely active in rendering services to the
community. In August 2000, he helped
found the new Government Flying Service
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(GFS) Auxiliary Medical Section, a team
of 24 doctors who answer rescue and
casualty evacuation calls at weekends and
public holidays. The section provides
crucial medical care to patients who need
to be transferred from the outlying islands
to hospitals in the urban parts of Hong
Kong. They also help in the search and
rescue of injured hikers and hikers suffering
from heat stroke.

The training doctors receive on the
GFS scheme is very different to their
everyday practice. “When the doctors have
no missions to do, we winch them down
from helicopters to the boats in the harbour
and off the outlying islands — both onto
police launches and occasionally fishing
boats, to get them used to the environment
they will be working in. It’s very different
from working in a hospital where they have
several nurses to help and the equipment
ready. They actually have to do everything
single-handed,’ Prof. Cocks pointed out.

Many branches of the police actually
have the responsibility to protect VIPs,
including the VIP Protection Unit, the
Special Duties Unit, and the Police Tactical
Unit, who often need to provide medical
care in conditions too dangerous for doctors
and ambulancemen. In 2000, the A & E
Medicine Academic Unit set up a special
Police Tactical Medical Course for the
Police Paramedics to train them to provide
a high level of medical care in hazardous
circumstances.

Prof. Cocks himself also helped with
the independent examination of victims of
physical torture as requested by the United
Nations High Commissioner on Refugees.
He said, ‘People claiming that they had been
tortured in their home countries will
sometimes ask for political asylum in Hong
Kong. I would occasionally examine such
people, and I have to say that quite often
their claims proved to be absolutely true.’

Five Years Well-spent

Looking back on his five years in Hong
Kong, Prof. Cocks described them as
nothing short of marvellous. ‘All of the staff
at CUHK and in the hospital have been great
friends to me. They’ve been extremely
helpful in setting up the unit, often going
way beyond just doing us favours. I shall
be very sorry to leave but my family are
back in the UK, and I’ve completed the
project of setting up the unit. I think it’s
healthy that I should give it to somebody
else to continue,” he concluded.Q

Piera Chen
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+ The Chancellor has nominated and re-nominated the following people as Members to
the Council of The Chinese University of Hong Kong under paragraph 1(k) of Statute
11 of The Chinese University of Hong Kong Ordinance:

(i) for the period from 14th November 2000 to I3th November 2003
Mr. Robert Ng

(ii) for the period from 27th November 2000 to 26th November 2003
Mr. Tai Hay-lap
Mrs. Ng Fong Siu-mei, Mei
Mr. Anthony Francis Neoh

« The Honourable Chan Kam-lam, the Honourable Cheung Man-kwong, and the
Honourable James P.C. Tien have been elected by the Members of the Legislative
Council, from among their own number, as Members of the Council under paragraph
1(/) of Statute 11 of The Chinese University of Hong Kong Ordinance for a period of
three years from 27th October 2000.

Professorial Inaugural Lecture

Prof. David Parker, professor of English, will deliver his professorial inaugural lecture entitled
“The Global Banyan Tree: English, Culture and Western Modernity” in Li Koon Chun Hall,
3/F, Sino Building, from 5.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m. on 31st January 2001. All are welcome.
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Staff/Student Centres Closed During Chinese New Year Holidays
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The Benjamin Franklin Centre (BFC), the John Fulton Centre (JFC) and the Li Wai Chun
Building (LWC) will be closed at 5.00 p.m. on 22nd January 2001 and will reopen at
7.30 a.m. (BFC) and 8.00 a.m. (JFC and LWC) on 27th January 2001. The opening and
closing hours of the various service units are as follows:

Units Closing times Reopening times

Staff & student canteens 2.00 p.m., 23rd January 7.00 a.m., 28th January
Coffee Corner 5.00 p.m., 23rd January 7.30 a.m., 27th January
Fast Food Shop 5.00 p.m., 23rd January 7.30 a.m., 27th January
Poal-side Café, Fast Food Shop 5.00 p.m., 23rd January 11.00 a.m., 27th January
Printing Services Centre 5.15 p.m., 22nd January 9.00 a.m., 29th January

9.00 a.m., 27th January
10.00 a.m., 37st January
9.00 a.m., 27th January
8.30 a.m., 26th January
9.00 a.m., 29th January

8.00 a.m., 29th January

Bank
Barbershop

5.00 p.m., 23rd January
7.00 p.m., 23rd January
Bookstore 5.00 p.m., 23rd January
Supermarket 9.00 p.m., 23rd January
5.00 p.m., 22nd January

3.00 p.m., 23rd January

Souvenir Counter
The Sandwich Club Ltd.

Service to the Community and International Organizations

From the Information and Public Relations Office:

Details pertaining to Prof. Clive S. Cockram, carried in the last issue of the CUHK Newsletter,
should have read:

Prof. Clive S. Cockram, professor of medicine, has been elected as a Vice-President of
the International Diabetes Association for the triennium 2000-3. He has also been re-
appointed to the Board of Management of the International Diabetes Federation, and as
Chairman of the Education Foundation of the International Diabetes Federation.

- Personalia - AS&jtE - Personalia - AZ§)8E + Personalia - AF&)RE - Personalia - AS&)R& - Personalia -

Information in this section can only
be accessed with CWEM password.
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