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— LA HE v he University invited Prof. Douglass C. North,
%A% 1 48 T R A 1993 Nobel Laureate in Economic Sciences to
1B A7 o UL deliver a lecture entitled ‘The Natural State’ on
PR 7 A ] 2 B 1 March.

In his lecture, Prof. North provided a whole new
approach to understanding the process of economic
change. The natural state is a complex construct
of independent political,
economic, and social elites that
tend to evolve automatically
as humans create societal
organizations throughout
history. The lecture’s focus was
why the natural state is natural and
why it is so difficult to transform
to an ‘open access’ society. In

I%%mﬁﬁhﬁﬁﬂﬁ%%ﬁ

ﬁ%ﬁi‘*ﬁ TN B R R B R AR A T LR AL R
MR % o

WRSL B 24 RA ~ REBEBGERREM A - B2
B A FNERE o DA N (R8s — 3 Sy BE N LEE MR 1
ORI IR L B A B0 2 A UE B T A
SEAEPTER [RESS RS M8 LR | SR - B R RN

gEFROR - BB E T > WE S > SRSt
MRERZE > R A FRAEA > ERAPE AL H

SMEN THE] - MG L [8EL] -
BRI — (Rl SRRl > - 5 35~ i RS
BREZ =T Z24F > B LE=FRG > CETXR

TERSEA s SRMR > ARARAE T B SCAL WF 5% B AN 246 2 At
FAOFFERAIE o At SCOR B Y 3 i SR S5 1l o AR A4

T I B SCER SEARHE JE A o

B SR MR B A SCRE IR i AR L -

2 — FLUHA

wi LT AR Ao R AR % i AL
Nobel Laureate Douglass C. North Lectures at CUHK

attendence were government officials, scholars of
local universities, CUHK staff and students, as well as
secondary school teachers and students. The lecture
was broadcast live on the CUHK website for the benefit
of viewers in Hong Kong and Mainland China.

Prof. Douglass C. North obtained a triple BA degree
in Political Science, Philosophy, and Economics in
1942, and a Ph.D. degree in Economics in 1952 from
UC Berkeley. He began his academic career at the
University of Washington in Seattle where he spent
33 years as a member of the Economics faculty,
including five years as director of the Institute for
Economic Research. Currently he is the Bartlett
Burnap Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution.

Prof. North joined the faculty of Washington
University in St. Louis in 1983, and was installed
as the first Spencer T. Olin Professor in Arts and
Sciences at Washington University in St. Louis in
October 1996.

His research interests have included property rights,
transaction costs, economic organization in history, a
theory of the state, the free rider problem; and have
focused on the formation of political and economic
institutions and the consequences of these institutions
on the performance of economies through time. That
research was published by Cambridge University
Press in Institutions, Institutional Change and Economic
Performance. His most recent research is set forth in
his current book Understanding the Process of Economic
Change. 2
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CUHK Engineering Scientist Receives Prestigious
German Research Award
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rof. Raymond Wai-Ho Yeung, Professor of

Information Engineering, was awarded the
Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel Research Award to visit
Munich University of Technology from January to
April, 2007.

The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation grants
approximately 20 Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel Research
Awards annually to young, top-flight scientists and
scholars from abroad who are already recognized as
outstanding researchers in their fields. The research
award has been endowed by the Federal Ministry
of Education and Research in recognition of their
research achievements to date. The award-winners
are invited to work on research projects of their own
choice in cooperation with colleagues in Germany.

A non-profit entity, the foundation is established
by the Federal Republic of Germany to foster
international research cooperation. It promotes an
active world-wide network of scholars, enables
highly qualified scholars not resident in Germany
to spend extended periods of research in Germany,
and promotes the ensuing academic contacts.

Prof. Yeung joined the CUHK Department of
Information Engineering in 1991. He is the author of

D_iscuveries &
Achievements zss:m

A First Course in Information Theory (Springer 2002),

which has been adopted as text book or reference by
leading US universities including Columbia, Cornell,
MIT, and Stanford.

He is a co-founder of network coding theory, one
of the most important breakthroughs in network
communications. His groundbreaking paper ‘Linear
Network Coding’, co-authored with Prof. Robert
Shuo-Yen Li and Dr. Ning Cai of the Department of
Information Engineering, CUHK, was awarded the
2005 IEEE Information Theory Society Paper Award.
It was the first time that Hong Kong-based scientists
received the award and also the first time in over 30
years that it was won by Asian researchers. &
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Business Students Win Joint University
Marketing Communications Award
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our final-year Business students (back from left) Winnie Yeung, Ivan Lui,

Donna Chan, and (front) Stephanie Ho have recently won the Joint University
Marketing Communications Award, the largest marketing communications plan
competition for university students in Hong Kong. HKUST and HKBU were the
1st and 2nd runners-up respectively. The annual event is jointly organized by
CUHK, HKBU, CityU, HKUST and HKU. The sponsor for this year was Towngas.
There were over 70 teams formed by some 300 participants. The teams were
requested to prepare a marketing communications plan for promoting ‘Home
Spa’ for Towngas. The CUHK team won with their in-depth analysis, creative
ideas and excellent presentation. &
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Bariatric Surgery Offers Effective Treatment to
Metabolic Syndrome in Severely Obese
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apid growth and

development in
the economy of Hong
Kong and the Mainland
brings about dietary
changes and sedentary
lifestyles. Obesity and
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its associated metabolic
syndrome (MES) are
increasingly becoming

a health and social burden to the region. MES is a
collection of heart disease risk factors that increase
the chances of heart disease, stroke, and diabetes. It
is also associated with premature mortality. A recent
study estimates the prevalence of MES in Hong
Kong’s Chinese population to be around 17%.

While life-style modification, exercise, dietary
training and medical therapy may be effective in
controlling MES in slightly overweight people, these
simple measures usually fail with the severely obese.
Bariatric surgery has been proven to be the most
effective and long-lasting measure in the management
of such a condition. In recent years, it has become one
of the most common operations in the Western world
and is gaining popularity in Asia.

The Department of Surgery and the Department
of Medicine and Therapeutics of the Faculty
of Medicine recently completed a study on the
prevalence of MES in patients seeking bariatric
surgery. A total of 502 patients were prospectively
evaluated since 2002. About 82% were classified as
severely obese with body mass index (BMI) of over
30. Study results discovered that the prevalence
of MES in this group of patients was 67% — four
times that of the normal population. A total of 116
severely obese patients (BMI > 30) with MES were
treated with various bariatric procedures, including
intragastric balloon, laparoscopic adjustable
gastric banding and laparoscopic gastric bypass
operation. After surgery, 99.1% showed significant
improvement of MES and 61.2% of them were
completely cured. All procedures were carried out
by a minimally invasive approach. There was zero
mortality and minimal complication. The results
confirmed the feasibility and efficacy of bariatric
surgery in treating MES among severely obese
Chinese patients. &
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Air Pollution Increases Hospital Admissions of
Pulmonary Disease Sufferers
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n Hong Kong, chronic obstructive pulmonary

disease (COPD) was the fifth leading cause of
death, and accounted for at least 4% of all public
hospital acute admissions in 2003. The prevalence of
COPD among elderly Chinese (age = 70 years) living
in Hong Kong is estimated to be 9%. Previous studies
have shown that pulmonary function and quality
of life among patients with COPD were adversely
affected by frequent exacerbations.

The Department of Medicine and Therapeutics and
the Department of Community and Family Medicine
of CUHK carried out a study which has just been
published in the journal THORAX. The study assessed
the relationship between the levels of ambient air
pollutants and hospitalization rate due to COPD in
Hong Kong.

Data of daily emergency hospital admissions to 15
major hospitals in Hong Kong for COPD and indices
of air pollutants and meteorological variables from
January 2000 to December 2004 were obtained
from several government departments. Significant
associations were found between hospital admissions
for COPD with the air pollutants, especially in the
cold season.

Adverse effects of ambient concentrations of air
pollutants on hospitalization rates for COPD are
evident. Measures to improve air quality are urgently
needed.
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The Exemplary Service Award 2006-07
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The Exemplary Service Award 200607 is now open for nomination. The award,
organized by the Staff Training and Development Committee, aims at recognizing
University non-teaching staff who provide outstanding service to their clients. There
will be five to 10 awards. A trophy and a gift coupon will be presented to each awardee.
All full-time Terms of Service (B)/(C) and equivalent non-teaching staff are eligible for
nomination.

The deadline for recommendation for nomination from University students and staff
is 13 April while the deadline for nomination from department chairmen/unit heads
is 11 May. Invitation for nomination has been sent to department chairmen and unit
heads by the committee.

Please visit www.cuhk.edu.hklesa for award details and the Recommendation for
Nomination Form (for all CUHK students and staff members). Enquiries may be made
to 2609 8607 /7876.
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Speaker:  Prof. Laurence K. P. Wong, Professor of Translation
Topic: The Fun of Translation

Organizer: Office of Admissions and Financial Aid

Date: 23 March (Friday)

Time: 5.30-6.30 p.m.

Venue: Lecture Theatre 1, Esther Lee Building

Admission is free. For details please visit www.cuhk.edu.hkladm/public_lecture/07pl4/
07pl4_poster.htm, call 2609 8947 /8951, or email ugapp@cuhk.edu.hk.
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Kunqu Workshop
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Kunqu opera is one of the oldest operatic forms in China and was considered the
mother of other types of traditional Chinese opera. It was also included in UNESCO’s
intangible heritage in 2001.

The Chinese Opera Information Centre offers Kunqu class to the public on a regular
basis. The courses have been scheduled as follows:

Duration: Every Wednesday, 28 March to 30 May 2007
Time: 6.00 -7.30 p.m.
Venue: Room G06, Hui Yeung Shing Building, Chinese Opera Information

Centre, CUHK
Sessions: 10
Tuition Fee: $1000 (50% discount for full-time students)

Tutors: Ms. Chang Lai-chun and Mr. Sou Si-tai

Enrolment will be on a first-come-first-served basis. For enquiries and enrolment,
please contact Ms. Milky Cheung at 2603 5098 on or before 21 March 2007.
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University Library System Opening Hours During
Ching Ming and Easter Holidays
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B & Date RE . FE R HE | EREEEE BEEEME
MEEEER Architecture Library | Medical Library
UL, CC, NA, UC,
Law Library
5.4.2007 Ffi£E Closed Fi£E Closed F£E Closed
6-7.4.2007 9.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m. 9.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m. | 9.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m.
8.4.2007 1.00 p.m.-7.00 p.m. FiigE Closed FigE Closed
9.4.2007 FifE Closed Fri£E Closed Fri£E Closed
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Note: The Legal Resourses Centre will be closed from 5 to 9 April.
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Exhibition ‘Fifty Years of Cultural and Educational
Development in Hong Kong’
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United College and the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) is
coorganizing an exhibition entitled ‘Fifty Years of Cultural and Educational
Development in Hong Kong’ from 7 March to 28 May 2007 at the Hong Kong
Museum of History. Admission is free.

By means of illustrations, photos and descriptions, the exhibition outlines cultural
and educational development in Hong Kong from 1956 to 2006, and examines the
interrelationships between United College and local society.

For details please visit the United College 50th Anniversary website www.cuhk.edu.
hk/uc/uc50, or contact Ms. Carol Yuen at 2609 7345 or carolyuen@cuhk.edu.hk.
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1. A ALRME - BEFMEZHET - s BHHERASTIHEE (www.cuhk.edu.
hk/iso/newslter/) -

The CUHK Newsletter is published on a fortnightly basis except during the Chinese New
Year and summer vacation. Deadlines for contribution can be found at www.cuhk.edu.
hk/iso/newslter/.

2. KigmE P AEBTXARBEEME (FARBEA) mEED (F3526098584/26098681 -
{5E2603 6864 + B Hpub2@uab.cuhk.edu.hk) o
All contributions should be sent to the Editor, CUHK Newsletter, Information Services
Office, The Chinese University of Hong Kong (tel. 2609 8584/2609 8681; fax. 2603
6864; e-mail pub2@uab.cuhk.edu.hk).
3. REBEMBIIATE RS TIERE
The Editor reserves the right to decline contributions and to edit all articles.
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