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BEREEZHR (£) ABERHBET T ERAEHRK
Prof. Lawrence J. Lau (left) conferring on Prof. Louis Cha the title of
Honorary Professor of the Faculty of Arts
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‘The Main Trends in Chinese History’at CUHK on 15 November. On the same occasion,
Prof. Lawrence J. Lau, Vice-Chancellor of the University, conferred on Prof. Cha the title of
Honorary Professor of the Faculty of Arts.

Prof. Lau revealed that he was a big fan of Prof. Cha's novels in his secondary school days.
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Louis Cha on the Main Trends of Chinese History
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Prof. Louis Cha (Jin Yong), a famous novelist and journalist, delivered a lecture on

When addressing the audience,

he lecture took place at the Shaw College
TLecture Theatre, which was packed to its 500
capacity. Prof. Cha highlighted the importance of
avoiding two pitfalls in studying Chinese history.
One is Han-centric historiography and the other is
Marxist historiography. He went on to argue that
the development of the Chinese nation has been
invigorated by ethnic conflicts and integration. It
is because every great conflict in Chinese history
between the Han population and other ethnic
minorities entailed a cultural integration that had
a rejuvenating effect on the ethnic groups involved.
And such a cultural integration often brought about

a great and prosperous dynasty.

In conclusion, Prof. Cha pointed out that the
Chinese misunderstood Darwinism when it was
first introduced to China in the late 19th century

as justifying the domination of a stronger species

or ethnicity over a weaker one. He clarified that

Darwinism does not have such an implication, that
it simply suggests the species best adapted to an

environment has a better chance of survival.

When asked about the contradiction between his
theory of ethnic integration and his conflict-filled
novels in the question and answer session, Prof. Cha

replied, ‘Conflicts are a must in martial arts novels.’

Speaking from his own experience at the University
of Cambridge, Prof. Cha said students should be
original and innovative in their research. ‘If your
research results can be found in libraries, what’s the
point of doing it once again?’ Citing the example of
Guo Jing, the untalented hero of his novel The Eagle-
Shooting Heroes who becomes a great martial arts
master through tireless practice, Prof. Cha urged
students to overcome their academic difficulties

with perseverance and persistence. &
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The audience flocked to the stage for Prof. Cha's autograph and photograph after the talk
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Prof. Lawrence J. Lau (left) and Prof. Lu Yongxiang renew
agreement for academic collaboration
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CUHK and Université de Provence to Build
Resources on Gao Xingjian
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From left: Prof. Noél Dutrait, Prof. Jack Cheng, Dr. Colin Storey, Mrs. Martine Mollet, Ms. Sylvie Tourpin, and (1st right) Prof. Gilbert
Fong
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he University Library System of CUHK and the

library of the Université de Provence (UP) of France

signed an agreement on 5 November for a cooperative

venture to collect materials relating to and written by
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Mr. Gao Xingjian, Nobel Laureate in Literature in 2000,
in order to strengthen each other’s library collections.
The agreement was signed by the Librarians of both
universities, Dr. Colin Storey and Mrs. Martine Mollet,
and witnessed by Prof. Jack Cheng, Pro-Vice-Chancellor
of CUHK, and Ms. Sylvie Tourpin from the Consulate

General of France in Hong Kong.

The cooperation between the two libraries was first
initiated by Prof. Noél Dutrait of UP and Prof. Gilbert
Fong of the Translation Department of CUHK. The
agreement covers five areas: the development of a
website on Mr. Gao, purchase of materials, exchange
of collected materials, interlibrary loans and exchange
of staff. The concerted effort to build the most
comprehensive set of first-hand resources on the life
and works of Mr. Gao Xingjian will benefit scholars and

researchers around the world. [

he President of the Chinese Academy of Sciences
(CAS), Prof. Lu Yongxiang led a delegation to CUHK
on 15 November to learn about the latest developments of
cooperative projects and to explore further opportunities

for collaboration.

Prof. Lu and Prof. Lawrence J. Lau, Vice-Chancellor of
CUHK, renewed an agreement under which the two
institutes will continue to engage in faculty exchange, joint
academic conferences and research activities, as well as

exchange of academic materials.

Prof. Lau said at the signing ceremony, “The renewal of the
agreement testifies to our harmonious relationship with
CAS in the past 30 years. I firmly believe we will uphold
this tradition and foster greater collaboration for the

advancement of science in China.’

Prof. Lu said the collaboration is sustainable and mutually
beneficial, and he looks forward to much high-quality

research output.

The partnership between CAS and CUHK, which began
in 1979, has enabled the establishment of joint research
institutes and laboratories. New technologies have been

developed as a result of the partnership. [
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Signs MOU with
Cardiff University
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The School of Public Health of CUHK and
the Department of Primary Care and Public

Health of Cardiff University in the UK reached an
agreement on establishing a framework to facilitate
collaboration in education, training, research
and other academic activities between the two

universities.

A memorandum of understanding was signed
by Prof. Kenneth Young, Acting Vice-Chancellor
of CUHK, and Dr. David Grant, Vice-Chancellor
of Cardiff University, on 24 October 2007.
Prof. Fok Tai-fai, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine,

also attended the ceremony. [
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Prof. Lawrence J. Lau (right) presents a souvenir to Madame Adrienne
Clarkson
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Details of the following news are available at www.cuhk.edu.hk/iso/newslter/
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Former Governor General of Canada Promotes Acceptance

he Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson,
Tformer Governor General of Canada, delivered
a lecture on ‘From Hong Kong to Hong Kong in 65
Years’ on 12 November at CUHK. She spoke about
Canada as it was when she arrived there as a child
of three, as well as Canada’s idea of citizenship
today. The talk attracted 200 guests, including
CUHK staff and students, and members of the local

cultural community.

Born in Hong Kong in 1939, Madame Adrienne
Clarkson went to Canada as a refugee with her
family in 1942. She said Canada was a ‘white
country’ then, but it has become the country that

is most open to immigants in the world today.

Madame Clarkson emphasized that free schooling
and medical care may be the major incentives
but the

country never looks at new immigrants as mere

for people to emigrate to Canada,

m RAEK [ BREHE
Police Chiefs Meet on Football Field

beneficiaries. It believes that they also benefit the
country by bringing something new. She pointed
out that new immigrants should make an effort to
become a member of Canada by identifying with
the country’s history and culture, and by assuming
the responsibilities of a Canadian citizen and acting

for the well-being of the country.

Madame Clarkson served as Canada’s 26th
Governor General from 1999 to 2005. Since leaving
the office of Governor General, she has founded
the Institute for Canadian Citizenship to help
acculturate new Canadian citizens into mainstream

Canadian life through various initiatives.

Madame Clarkson has had a rich and distinguished
career in broadcasting, journalism, the arts
and public service, and she actively promoted

tolerance, acceptance, sense of belonging and

public responsibility in her different positions. £
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Staff Share Excellent
E-Learning Practices
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Prof. Francis Chan

Receives Most

Outstanding
Contribution Award
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Prof. Francis Chan Ka-leung, Assistant Dean

of the Faculty of Medicine and Professor of

Medicine and Therapeutics, was awarded the
Most Outstanding Contribution Award (Clinical
Therapeutics) at the Health Research Symposium
2007 held on 29 September.

Prof. Chan's participation in the projects titled
‘Eradication of Helicobacter pylori infection for
secondary prevention of wupper gastrointestinal
hemorrhage in patients with ischemic heart disease
and stroke: a prospective randomized study’ and
‘Prevention of ulcer bleeding in high-risk patients: is
the enthusiasm for COX-2 selective NSAIDs justified?’,
both supported by the Health Services Research
Fund of the Food and Health Bureau, were cited by
the assessment panel as contributing greatly to the

advancement of public health in Hong Kong. [
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CUHK Alumnus Contributes to Nobel Prize Research
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he 2007 Nobel Peace Prize is shared by former US
TVice President Al Gore and the Intergovernmental
Panel for Climate Change (IPCC). United College
alumnus Prof. Lau Ngar-cheung, Gabriel, is one of the

contributing authors of the IPCC Fourth Assessment
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Report which laid out the latest knowledge on
the physical basis of global climate change.

Prof. Lau said the prize recognizes the efforts
of many selfless individuals who shared
their expertise in addressing one of the most
pressing issues of modern time — global
climate change. He hopes the honour will
motivate the next generation of scientists and
students to devote their talent and knowledge
to tackle the environmental problems facing

humanity.

Majoring in physics, Prof. Lau graduated from
CUHK in 1974 and received his PhD from the
University of Washington in 1978. He joined

Princeton University then and worked in the

Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Laboratory. He has been

involved in the scientific research covered by the IPCC

since its establishment in 1988.

The IPCC works to provide objective policy advice
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Women’s Team Clinches Intervarsity Cross-country
Championship Again
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The CUHK team captured the women’s team championship, woman’s individual championship and overall
second runner-up at the 21st Universities Sports Federation of Hong Kong Cross-country Race held on
4 November. The women'’s team won the contest for the second time, while Miss Mak So-ning, Tania (3rd left),

a year-three student in psychology, bagged the individual championship for the third year in a row.

The competition, participated by 170 athletes from 11 institutions, was held at CUHK. The 4.6 km route began
at Sir Philip Haddon-Cave Sports Field, wound around Shaw College, before making its way back to the
Sports Field through the University Mall. Tania completed the race in 19'25”, leading the first runner-up by one

minute. She expressed thanks to her coaches and peers for their support.

Tania said the members of the CUHK team had been training twice a week for the race since school began in
September. Coaches Miss Chan Lai-chee and Miss Hon Suet, Snowy, were very pleased with the results. All the
athletes had worked extremely hard to recapture the championship. {&
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Prof. Lau Ngar-cheung outside the laboratory where he has been working
for the past 29 years

on climate change. The fourth report, released early this
year, featured over 2,000 contributors. About 450 authors
from more than 100 nations were involved in drafting

the part on the physical basis of climate change. &
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he Chinese University has students from all
Tover the world, who enrich its campus

with their diverse cultures. Each year,
there are about 250 undergraduates from
mainland China and 60 from overseas.
In addition, several hundred exchange
students are here to take semester-long or
year-long Asian Studies courses. In view of the rise
in non-local student numbers, the Incoming Students
Section of the Office of Student Affairs was established
in June 2005 to serve as a platform for cultural exchange
between non-local and local students. We interviewed
Dr. Timothy T. Leung, director of student affairs, on the
guiding principles and services of the Incoming Students

Section.

Dr. Leung explained how various University depart-
ments coordinated with each other to offer service
to incoming students. The Office of Academic Links
arranges admission and course selection for exchange
students while the Office of Admissions and Financial
Aid is responsible for the admission affairs of mainland
and overseas undergraduates. After the start of a
semester, academic consultants from the faculties help
students with academic issues, and the Colleges take
care of their daily needs. Dr. Leung pointed out that
non-local and local students have very different cultural
backgrounds. The former need time to adapt to a new
environment. Hence it is necessary to set up a special

section to take care of their needs.

Multifarious Activities
The Incoming Students Section helps students from a
variety of backgrounds integrate into the campus by

offering a range of extra support. International House,
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established in 2005
and managed by the
section, provides accommodation

for incoming students and runs activities such

as orientation nights, sport games, baking classes,
barbecues and Halloween parties. In August every year,
the Incoming Students Section co-hosts an orientation
camp for mainland undergraduates and arranges
meetings between the Vice-Chancellor and mainland
students. Starting from this year, the section also holds
orientation activities for overseas undergraduates as

well as tea parties for incoming students.

Dr. Leung continued, ‘“We have a colourful assortment
of activities. Some are open to all students. Examples
include the cultural festivals of France, Korea and Italy.
In this year’s Chinese New Year carnival, mainland
students hosted game booths and gave out red packets.
It helped enhance foreign students’ understanding of
Chinese festivals.” In addition, the section launched an
online off-campus housing information service for non-

local postgraduate students this July.

Broadening Perspectives
Dr. Leung observed, ‘As exchange students stay for a

relatively short time in Hong Kong, say, six months or a
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year, they often regard this city as a starting point from
which to connect to other places in Asia. For example,
during the holidays, they may travel to mainland China,
Vietnam, Malaysia or Thailand. By contrast, overseas
and mainland undergraduates who are here for four
years, have to be well adjusted to the local education
system and living environment. As there may only be
a few non-local students in a class, it is easy for them
to feel lonely. Assimilation into the campus community

will be important for them.’

Some local students are worried that the large number
of non-local students will thin out resources and affect
their own employment opportunities. Dr. Leung,
however, holds a more positive view. ‘Competition and
challenge are excellent training for local students. The
diligence of mainland students can serve as stimulus for
them to excel in their studies. They can also strengthen
their language abilities through the use of English or
Putonghua to communicate with incoming students.
Most importantly, local students can expand their vision
through exposure to the cultures and customs of other

countries and regions.” &
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Investment Returns of Staff Superannuation Scheme and
Mandatory Provident Fund Scheme
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The Bursary announces the following investment returns on the Designated

Investment Funds of the 1995 Scheme.

20075108 October 2007

ire Fund 1995%t %] 1995 Scheme ELr-1E 4
(hts BH R Benchmark Return
unaudited)
ER Growth 7.02% 6.07%
i Balanced 6.88% 4.75%
TBE Stable 2.68% 2.95%
BERE HK Equity 12.45% 12.12%
BEEE HK Index-linked 15.61% 15.57%
HBITIRTTFEF HKD Bank Deposit 0.39% 0.22%
ZETiRTTER USD Bank Deposit* 0.20% -0.07%
SRITIRTTFEL AUD Bank Deposit* 4.69% 4.52%
BTERTT1F3  EUR Bank Deposit* 1.73% 1.62%

SRR & BUEEE 2 Mlwww. cuhk.edu. hk/bursary/chi/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.-html °

For MPF Scheme performance, please refer to wwuw.cuhk.edu.hk/bursaryleng/public/
payroll_benefits/mpf.html .
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Both actual and benchmark returns include foreign currency exchange difference for the period concerned.
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Staff Superannuation Scheme (1995) — Investment Option Change
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Pleased be informed that the form for investment option change effective on
1 January 2008 is now downloadable from the Bursary website at wwuw.cuhk.edu.hk/
bursaryleng/public/payroll_benefits/s95/option_change.html. It is also available at the
Payroll and Superannuation Unit of the Bursary. The completed form should be
mailed or faxed (2603 7890) to the unit on or before 19 December 2007. For enquiries,
please contact the unit at 2609 7236/7251.
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Annual Staff Review
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The University will soon invite department chairmen/unit heads to make
recommendations concerning the retirement, extension of service and promotion
of non-teaching staff members on Terms of Service (A), (B) and (C) for the
2008-09 staff review exercise. The deadline for submission of recommendations is
25 January 2008, Friday. Applications and nominations should be sent to Mr. S.S. Tam,
Secretary, Administrative Affairs Committee, c¢/o0 Personnel Office, 2/F, University

Administration Building. For further enquiries, please contact Mr. Tam at 2609 7269.
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Advancement of Pay Date
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The salary payment date for December 2007 will be advanced to 21 December

(Friday). Enquiries can be directed to the Payroll and Superannuation Unit
(2609 7246 /7240).
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Exhibition on Imperial Porcelain Vases
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The Art Museum of the Institute of Chinese

Studies is staging an exhibition ‘Ethereal
Elegance: Porcelain Vases of the Imperial
Qing: The Huaihaitang Collection’ in
celebration of the 40th anniversary of the

institute.

Qing dynasty (1644-1911)

products from the imperial porcelain factory

porcelain

at Jingdezhen have long been admired for
their sumptuous decorative style and superb
firing techniques. The exhibition amply
testifies to this through a comprehensive

display of porcelain vases of a wide range

FHENY EREY LRI

Large vase with dragon design in iron-red and
famille rose, Qing, Qianlong (1736—1795)

of shapes, decorative techniques and
glaze effects. All exhibits are drawn from
the renowned Huaihaitang collection of
Mr. Anthony K.W. Cheung.

HHi/Date 2007118118 — 20083 A30H (ARRAEILR)

11 November 2007 — 30 March 2008 (closed on public holidays)
FfEl/Time  EF10RZETH5F  10:00 am — 5:00 pm
#E/Venue XYIEEREREEE East-wing Galleries, Art Museum

BaER L BINEE

Art and Cultural Activities of United College

I 4R v A T 114 S A AR SR R B RS OB KT o T T B T S o B
By TBEBT R 28 1 > S S % — 28 e 0 9 B S0 AR TR BE B) > MO AT AE 2B -
ZHAR > MATFREHASEREETI L L (2609 7455) B EHamyyeung@cuhk.
edu.hk * {EEFEREAE -

United College has invited City Contemporary Dance Company to be the College’s
Artist-in-Residence. The College will organize a series of dance activities and
training which are open to all CUHK staff and students. Seats are limited. Please
register with Ms. Amy Yeung at 2609 7455 or email to amyyeung@cuhk.edu.hk. Details

as follows:

ZIRE R Dance Lecture

HHi/Date 20081 A17H (£8) 17 January 2008 (Thurs)

B RE/Time T T AR ZEOR 4:30 pm=6:00 pm

B/NVenue EBEEERERMIECIZEAE  C1, T.C. Cheng Building, United College

ZIEFKE Dance Show

Hff/Date  2008F2H18H (EH—) 18 February 2008 (Mon)
FrfE/Time TF6R = TR 6:30 pm-7:30 pm
& /NVenue  BERERKE Sir Run Run Shaw Hall

#8 B Website: wwuw.cuhk.edu.hk/uc/ccdc/index.htm
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¢ Prof. Tang Kwong-leung, Professor of Social Work, has been appointed by the
Chief Executive of the HKSAR as a member of the Social Welfare Advisory

Committee for two years from 1 December 2007.

« Prof. Lawrence J. Lau, Vice-Chancellor, has been appointed as a member of the

Exchange Fund Advisory Committee for two years from 1 October 2007.

Prof. Sung Jao-yiu Joseph, Associate Dean (General Affairs) of Medicine, has been
appointed by the Secretary for Food and Health as a member of the Research

Council for two years from 1 October 2007.

¢ Prof. Jean Woo, Professor of Medicine, has been appointed by the Secretary
for Food and Health as a member of the Research Council for two years from
1 October 2007.

Prof. Lee Chi-kin John, Dean of Education, has been re-appointed by the Secretary
for Education as a member of the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation of

Academic and Vocational Qualifications for two years from 1 October 2007.

Prof. Lam Ching-man, Assistant Professor in the Department of Social Work, has
been appointed by the Secretary for Labour and Welfare as a member of the Social

Work Training Fund Committee for two years from 1 October 2007.

e Prof. Chan Kay-sheung Paul, Professor in the Department of Microbiology, has

been re-appointed as a member of the Grant Review Board, the scientific advisor
to the Research Council of the Food and Health Bureau, for two years from
1 October 2007.

Prof. Suzanne C. Ho, Professor of Community and Family Medicine, has been
re-appointed as a member of the Grant Review Board, the scientific advisor to the
Research Council of the Food and Health Bureau, for two years from 1 October
2007.

Prof. Li Shuo-yen Robert, Professor of Information Engineering, has been
appointed by the National Tsing Hua University as an honorary chair professor
to serve the Departments of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science for four

years from 1 January 2008.

Prof. Lee Chi-kin John, Dean of Education, has been appointed as an honorary
professor by the Canadian Chartered Institute of Business Administration on
27 April 2007. He has also been appointed as a part-time professor of the School
of Resources & Environmental Science, East China Normal University, from
January 2007 to January 2010, as a visiting professor of Tianjin Normal University
on 17 September 2007, and a visiting professor of Zhejiang Normal University
from September 2007 to August 2010.

Information in this section is provided by the Communications and Public Relations Office.

1. ANHE A ERAME - RESFEMZ8ET - B H
HNAATIRE (www.cuhk.edu.hk/iso/newslter/) o
The CUHK Newsletter is published on a fortnightly
basis except during the Chinese New Year and summer
vacation. Deadlines for contributions can be found at
www.cuhk.edu.hk/iso/newslter/.

(tel.
edu.hk).

b KA CUHK Newsletter

2. KigfEmpAEATXAZEME (hARBHA) R\ (F552609 8681/
2609 8589 ' {HHE 2603 6864 * EI iso@cuhk.edu.hk) e
All contributions should be sent to the Editor, CUHK Newsletter,
Information Services Office, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
2609 8681 / 2609 8589; fax.

3. REAREMIORTE RS HIERR
The Editor reserves the right to decline contributions
and to edit all articles.

AU SCR B TR H iR
Published by the Information Services Office,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

2603 6864; e-mail iso@cuhk.
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