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Alumni attending a talk by Prof. Ho Puay-peng (left)
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Over 3,800 alumni had a second taste of student life
on the afternoon of 9 December, the day of the 2007
Alumni Homecoming, at ‘back to classroom” talks and

visits to department offices and their old professors.

The annual event was organized by the Alumni
Affairs Office. Talks were delivered by Prof. Lawrence
J. Lau, Vice-Chancellor, and Prof. Ho Puay-peng of
the Department of Architecture, etc. The returning
alumni, many of whom accompanied by their children,
also toured new facilities on campus, and went to
musical performances and exhibitions. In the evening,
they attended welcoming dinners hosted by the four
constituent Colleges and the Graduate School.

One of the participants was Mr. Wong Hing-chai
(class of 1988, geography) who had flown back from
Japan especially for the occasion. Mr. Wong visited the
Department of Geography and Resource Management
and talked to the professors. He was impressed by the
state-of-the-art facilities and pleasantly surprised that,
after all these years, the professors could still call him

by his name. ]
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Staff Honoured for Exemplary Service
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en members of the University were presented
Tthe Exemplary Service Award 2006-07 by
Prof. Lawrence ]J. Lau, Vice-Chancellor (7th left) on
14 December. Some 160 guests including senior
management, staff, students, and family members of

the awardees attended the ceremony.

Prof. Michael Hui, chairman of the Staff Training and
Development Committee (4th right) and Mr. Philip Leung,
chairman of the Selection Panel (Ist right) commended

the awardees for their service and expressed the hope to

further enhance the University’s service culture through

sharing of the awardees’ experiences.

For details of the ceremony, please refer to wwuw.cuhk.
edu.hkfesa. &
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Recipient Department/Unit
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Ms. Liang Shuk-ling, Tracy | Dept of English

(A2 =, 3rd left)
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Ms. Ng Shui-yuk, Grace Dept of Cultural and Religious
(Z2F0, 4th left ) Studies
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Mr. Ho Sik-kwai Shaw College

(£ 1, 5th left)
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Mr. Lee Mau-fung Information Technology Services
(727X, 6th left) Centre
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Ms. Hue Yuk-kit Dept of Educational Psychology
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Ms. Hui Bo-bo, Eleanor Alumni Affairs Office
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Ms. Chan Po-ling Food and Nutritional Sciences
(5=, 3rd right ) Programme
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Ms. Cheng Man-chi Information Technology Services
(& A, 5th right) Centre

BREb I 2t B=R

Ms. Chan Miu-fong
(7%, 6th right)
Ll

Mr. Cheng Woon-sang
(B, 7thright)

Dept of Translation
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United College
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rof. Kurt Wiithrich, 2002 Nobel Laureate in
PChemistry, and Prof. Craig C. Mello, 2006 Nobel
Laureate in Physiology or Medicine, delivered a talk
at CUHK in late November and early December

respectively.

The two lectures attracted close to 700 academics,
students, health-care practitioners and members of
the public. Prof. Mello also shared his passion for
knowledge with about 100 secondary school and

university students in another session.

The lectures were broadcast live to local universities
and the CUHK-Tung Wah Group of Hospitals
Community College, as well as some key universities
on the mainland. They were also available on the
Hong Kong Education City website. The broadcast
was intended to promote academic exchange and

allow more people to benefit.

These were the ninth and tenth instalments of
Sun Hung Kai Properties (SHKP) Nobel Laureates
CUHK Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Lawrence J. Lau thanked SHKP for its generous

Distinguished Lectures.

sponsorship for the project. He hopes the partnership

will last for many more years to come.
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Nobel Laureates Share Achievement in Genetics
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Prof. Mello Discovers New Gene-specific
Therapeutics
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In his lecture ‘Return to the RNAi World: Rethinking
Gene Expression, Evolution and Medicine’, Prof. Mello
shared what he found in his research. He and his
colleague Prof. Andrew Fire of the Carnegie Institution
of Washington discovered RNA interference (RNAI)
when they were investigating the genetic workings of
the microscopic worm, C. elegans. RNAi is a natural but
previously unrecognized process by which a certain
form of RNA can be manipulated to silence—or interfere

with—the expression of a selected gene.

The discovery brings two extraordinary impacts on
biological science. Firstly, RNAi is now the state-of-
the-art method by which scientists can knock out the
expression of specific genes in cells, and to define the
biological functions of those genes. Secondly, it is also
showing promise in the clinic as a new class of gene-
specific therapeutics. Their discovery won them the

Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 2006.
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Prof. Wiithrich Determines Genome and
Improves Quality of Life
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Prof. Wiithrich, honorary professor in the Faculty
of Science at CUHK, first visited CUHK in May
This time, the

lecture was entitled ‘Molecular Structures in Post-

2006 for a lecture in the same series.

genomic Research’. Prof. Wiithrich explained that the
determination of the human genome and the genomes
of a large number of other species carry great promise
with regard to improving the quality of life worldwide.
New advances are expected in many different fields,
including agriculture, nutrition and healthcare. The
realization of these advances will have to be based on
detailed knowledge of the proteome and other gene
products, in addition to the genomic DNA sequences.
The lecture reflected on the strategic and practical

aspects of post-genomic research.

Prof. Wiithrich developed the nuclear magnetic
resonance method for three-dimensional structure
determination of proteins and nucleic acids in solution.
This breakthrough technology earned him the Nobel
Prize in Chemistry in 2002. £
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Origin of the Pseudonym
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Prof. Chan Sui-hung, Natalia, has used the
pseudonym Lok Fung since she began submitting
her works for publication as a F.4 student. The first
character ‘Lok’ came from the names of the female
protagonist in a popular TV drama that premiered
in 1977, and her teacher’s favourite Taiwanese
poet. The second character ‘Fung’, meaning
‘maple’, denotes the colour of the character
‘Hung’ in her real name, meaning ‘red’. She likes
this androgynous name and says she is often
mistaken for a male writer. Her students prefer
to address her as Teacher Lok Fung rather than
Prof. Chan.
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Author of Flying Coffin, winner of 9th Biennial Awards
for Chinese Literature (Poetry) in 2007

She likes text, hence poetry

She likes image, hence film

She is sentimental

She is curious

She conjures up image from text

Image and text weave the tapestry

and Religious Studies
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s a student, Lok Fung had many teachers who
Aloved poetry and this set her on the path of
poetry writing. She recalls, “‘When I was young, I recited
different poems. I heard poems often and soon I could
write them.” Lok Fung was initiated into
awide repertoire of classical and modern
Chinese poetry when she was only a
primary school student. She also recited

modern poems at speech festivals. l

In secondary school, poet Ji Hun
happened to be her teacher. Through
him, she came into contact with different
types of poetry. She would show him
poems she had written and Ji Hun would
give her feedback. He even urged her to
send her works to a literary magazine.
Her poems were published many times
and this encouraged her to write more.
At university, her world as a poet was
broadened even further by teachers
like Chung Ling and Ye Si (PK. Leung) who taught her

Taiwanese and Western poetry.

Feelings are her creative raw materials. Lok Fung is of
the view that poets not only need to be sensitive, their
sensitivity should also be unusual if they are to produce
writing that is out of the ordinary. She believes that

sensitivity can be trained. ‘Reading is essential. Also,

Between
Text and Image

Lok Fung — Prof. Natalia Chan — Poet

Of this assistant professor in the Department of Cultural
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The Biennial Awards for Chinese
Literature
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The biennial competition is co-organized by the
Leisure and Cultural Services Department and the
Hong Kong Arts Development Council to reward
the achievements of local literary writers. The five
categories, namely, poetry, prose, fiction, literary
criticism and children’s literature, attracted a
record-breaking 200 entries in 2007. Lok Fung
and Kun Nan shared the award in the poetry
category.

you must keep an open mind and be curious about the
world. If not, you would not be able to internalize

novel things even if you came across them.’

From poetry, Lok Fung gradually moved into
cultural studies which exposed her to film,
popular culture, media, gender and culture.
Last September, she taught a Year 1 course
‘Text and Image: A Critical Analysis’ at
the Department of Cultural and Religious
Studies. She taught her students to read
poetry and showed them how words
can conjure up images. She also taught
them filmic language such as montage,
introducing them to texts of different genres

and media.

It was Flying Coffin, that award-winning
collection of poems penned between 1992 and 2005,
which first won her recognition in poetry. The 52 poems
talk about the opacity of life, perceptions of death, the
twists and turns of love and life, and the rhythms of the
city. Lok Fung shared the prize with veteran poet Kun
Nan, a fact which makes her very happy. She says that
poetry is richer when it strikes a chord in readers. &
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Clinical Pharmacy Services Reduce Risk of Coronary Heart Disease
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when goals were not met. Medication compliance and

the proper use of drugs were assessed. Education on

healthy lifestyles was reinforced.

At the end of the study period, the intervention group
achieved 23.6%, 15.3%, and 22.3% mean reduction in
low-density lipoprotein cholesterol, total cholesterol
and triglyceride levels respectively, compared
to 3.7%, 52%, and 2.7% in the

- FRALEY A o A B 4 ] Ak !""“ﬁll.. oy : control group. A sustained reduction
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r I To evaluate whether clinical pharmacy services

can benefit the treatment outcomes of
hyperlipidaemia and reduce the risk of coronary
heart disease (CHD),

conducted by the School of Pharmacy at the lipid

a 24-month study was

o T
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Prof. Lee Wing-yan, Vivian, assistant professor, School of Pharmacy (right), and
Ms. Jennifer Chung, MPhil student

clinic of the Prince of Wales Hospital from October
2005 to October 2007.

During this period, a total of 300 patients with high lipid
profiles and difficulty in controlling lipid levels were
recruited and equally divided into intervention and
control groups. In the former group, apart from routine
physician care, patients attended educational clinic

visits conducted by a clinical pharmacist who assessed

their lipid profiles and provided recommendations

with a 2-3% reduction in CHD risk.
Prof. Lee Wing-yan, Vivian, assistant
professor, School of Pharmacy, pointed out
that following pharmacist intervention,
patients achieved a 30-45% reduction
in the risk of CHD, compared to 10-15% in the
control group. [
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Details of the following item are available at:
www.cuhk.edu.hkfiso/newslter|
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Survey Shows Low Vigilance Levels of Hepatitis B
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Investment Returns of Staff Superannuation Scheme and
Mandatory Provident Fund Scheme
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The Bursary announces the following investment returns on the Designated

Investment Funds of the 1995 Scheme.

20074F11H November 2007

e Fund 19953+ 3] 1995 Scheme EL-1E
(ke EHH®E Benchmark Return
unaudited)
ER Growth —4.99% —-3.77%
&5 Balanced -3.70% -2.13%
BE Stable 0.76% 0.90%
BERE HK Equity ~7.29% —6.18%
BBEH HK Index-linked -8.13% -8.38%
7SICER1T1E3  HKD Bank Deposit 0.36% 0.17%
ZEITHRITFA USD Bank Deposit* 0.92% 0.65%
SEITERTTIFEC AUD Bank Deposit* —-2.73% -2.85%
EUJTER177758  EUR Bank Deposit* 3.02% 2.95%

MESEIEFREZ2 M www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/chi/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html °
For MPF Scheme performance, please refer to www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursaryleng/public/

payroll_benefits/mpf.html .
YRS AR T QAE A MM Y E R L) o

Both actual and benchmark returns include foreign currency exchange difference for the period concerned.
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CUHK 2008 Calendar by Ah Chung
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The Student Counselling and Development Service of the Office of Student Affairs
invited famous local artist Ah Chung to design a 2008 calendar for CUHK. The
calendar features colourful paintings accompanied by positive messages. You can
obtain a complimentary calendar by presenting your CUHK staff/student ID card at
the Student Counselling and Development Service, 2/F, Benjamin Franklin Centre,

during office hours. One for each while stocks last.

The calendars are also for sale at HK$30 each and HK$50 for two. Sale proceeds will
be used to promote mental health education on campus. For enquiries, please contact
Miss Kong at 2609 7208.
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The CUHK Newsletter is published on a fortnightly All contributions should be sent to the Editor, CUHK Newsletter,
basis except during the Chinese New Year and summer Information Services Office, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
vacation. Deadlines for contributions can be found at (tel. 2609 8681 / 2609 8589; fax. 2603 6864; e-mail iso@cuhk.
www.cuhk.edu.hk/iso/newslter/. edu.hk).
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