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Bye-bye, Bottled Water!
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CUHK staff and students brought and raised their own cups in the Green Office Phase 11

Launch Ceremony held on 9 April to renew their commitment to campus-wide conservation.

We will be seeing fewer and fewer disposable plastic bottled waters and ephemera such as corsages

at meetings and other campus functions. For more photos, please view our online version.
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The CUHK Newsletter is published by the Information Services Office, CUHK, on a fortnightly basis. Submission guidelines and deadlines can be found at www.iso.cuhk.edu.hk/english/newsletter;.
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— BB B AR R ROIR S - BT3B BRI - X Yang Zhao: Literature, History o o4 | OBKEFRE

SRUEBERLE  BEARAER" and Social Justice—My Way e )

CGEBHPUKRT) MEE S8 HEHA B IRRET BRIAEZEZTEA EREIES N B RS - R Hello Llfe' A Journey In Retrospect
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BB+ M M RSB T =R EE T AR SR " Yang Zhao writes poems, novels, prose, and cultural commentaries.
BB =M A EF| ,;Qﬁgggivjﬁ*ﬁ;—1%§},}@}%aﬁgﬁ, Yang and CUHK were born in the same year. He said he had lived
F A BRI T A A R — (R T“ﬁ%ﬂ%?ﬁ T through two-thirds of his life, whereas the Chinese University was

SH DRSE | NESEBHRERNH SHES &5 B HIEEC T EARNESEEENEAAAZH—BA e Still young as a university.

PHFRERBAAERE - BB # ATerabyte (TB)! KETERE -BF RE- @Tﬁﬁ’\]/\‘ﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁgE@Jﬁ/‘_\‘f’ﬁfiﬁﬁﬁg When Yang was 12, his elder sister said she would stop living after
HZPetabyte (PB)?&t ° EB— KB A TmaE A kEE BHtmiEc jﬁﬁ@%ﬁiéﬁ@%@ﬂ%?\@ﬂ’q}\o 30. What she meant was everyone past 30 that she knew were

0 BiRFEFERHE 24 EMegabyte (MB)* M - BE e s ;’; » e materialistic and without passion and ideals. Yang said it was about
HRTE [EES] SRR A PRI BRI ER A - R AR A 28 LR ﬁﬁ@iﬁ?ﬁ?’éﬁ A MNMX;’LWE that time that he made the major decision that no matter how old

Rl IR EZUARI ST ARIBHE - ABEESERABLTB %%E&Q%E%QEE@'ME%EHFE TSI BIRE T - W he would live to, he must remember the kind of adults he most
MPBT ° Eﬂ{’ﬁj%%lll%%{ﬁj@fﬂﬂi%ﬁ@ RERAS B ERE despised as a teenager—those who have lost their ideals, enthusiasm,
B S HBIE L 52 T AT AR 1@%?%&%*&%5‘? ' TETE%E( ‘1Fﬁ;ﬁ%@f§%ﬂ§§ﬁﬂ'ﬂ%ﬁ ° romanticism and guts. He hoped that he would not have to face the
B - R KA DA BERSER HEFRANZENALNEE FEARTHEET 17-year-old Yang Zhao with shame and guilt when he reached 50 or
EBM A A BEL R —iEm BB - AR A LERE 'Zfl‘y%?iﬁ’\]ii‘z?/\' 2R H—TE L 60 years of age, and would not turn into someone he despised.
SRR BRI S K o HLL _Aﬁ — T@ ﬁ%;ﬁ%ﬁ’\]ﬂﬁﬁ’l";‘tfj BRI ‘He just sat there talking about the 50 years of his life, peacefully and

R NEREHRTEAANE -

at ease. He talked about what poems, literature, movies and death

2 .

. . = glé . meant to him when he was an adolescent, about what history, news L
A picture is worth a \ . . i . Photo by Cheung Chi-wai
thousand words. What ARSZXZS0 = . media as the fourth estate, and life meant to him. He was in fact
about two? What if the two BT [—AE—E= describing a vision worthy of our pursuit, aspiration and persistence, one which has
pictures were about the same 2| METE  EEOD become increasingly hard to imagine as times change and we change with them.
landscape but separated in time by AABTEHONS % i A = — Looking back at the road he had trodden, Yang showed young people in the lecture
decades? What terms can be used to describe the - - SEREZR  AMIREIEAERE theatre th ibility of livi d life.’ —Prof. Chow Po-ch
thoughts and sentiments given rise by such juxtaposition THRE—/B WER DRARNED  SRSENERE=ALM catre the possibility oTliving a good fiie. —Frol. Lhow Fo-chung
of photographs? =g BIAHZT -5 =

(=] 4 g E E—:} ’ = g ’ L

Marcel Proust, author of Remembrance of Things Past, ERP-LRA WOR e8] ?{E\EQ %JN__EEEZI bEEFESBE et ThE T
has said, ‘The new voyage of discovery consists not in EEHMABDHD PIRAAABIPAR AN ERNEESBAT (56 ] RE - DAl

The photographs we pair in ‘Then vs Now’ do more HEOEFo FREL2AERTI E508 UR [BRKEK | B THS%E) -
than just highlighting the changing faces of our beloved :

campus. They are testimony to our sentimental journey
from one familiar corner of our campus to another, a
voyage that has taken us from monochrome to multi, from
material privation to cultural diversity, from the nostalgic
four years of university to the pragmatic three and back

to an ambitious four. Some stones are turned. Goal and
resolve remain unwavered.

seeking new landscapes, but in having new eyes.’ K EYERE B A EBRANLE OBREGE SB@RAEE  [[SBDA! Eﬂ s
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While it rained more than usual this March, everyone was

happy traveling on campus. That’s because ‘road’ was the n@ uﬂ ' Ia P¥ =B
concept linking up 1:«CARE March 2013 activities. Roads [ = ] &g o 17T P am
not only connect different parts of the campus, but ., ’_/'
also past, present and future, as well as H - h R -d' E '
different generations of CUHK Itt y e 'Qa 9 Ve ryone.
members. The March activities

had names starting with Hello! [«CARE March 2013

‘Hello’.

In this issue’s ‘In Plain View’, Prof. Irwin King talks about
big data and social computing. In this digital age where
large torrents of data come into being every day, data are
described in terms of Terabyte (TB)' or even Petabyte
(PB)?. A photograph normally takes up a few Megabytes
(MB)? in storage. But the two photographs presented

in ‘Then vs Now’ have between them the compressed
memories and lives of successive CUHK generations. The
TB and PB may come in handy in their digital processing.

B#i RSP ARAETTENSLS  [RIEBHE
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‘A picture is worth a thousand

come plastic water bottles can be crumpled (o help words’ Campaign - A AR T PAANAE S —FEEA
save the environment. , no effort is spared in : R e ' A — <) e k8 e 0 R el
preserving our precious natural resources. Hence, we bid In line with hiking day, ‘A picture is worth a ||D ﬂﬁ * /‘*S ! %%Ii@%%g B 1= SRRUFR B RS2 A R AR A A (B
farewell to disposable plastic bottled waters and bring our thousand words’ Campaign was organized. RRES: (BEE) BEARNERNRALE
own drinking utensils. A different landscape, to be sure, CUHK members were invited to take snapshots | ‘ . ’ B3 TRubberBand &y & M4 5 o 4518 55 2 44y
and a better one. of the campus which impressed them the most Hello FUture' An ‘Under Construction’” Concert! -

M \D ) DE ISR 484 s yd °
and upload them to Facebook. Here are some Supper MomentfI#k=—3 - BILAITERNERE

of them. For more, please visit the Lecture on
Civility Facebook Page.

'1TB =10" bytes 21PB =10" bytes *1MB =10° bytes . . Lo .
Y y y Marking the finale of the activities is a tailor-made

concert for CUHK members. It was supposed to be

H#% Contents

PR EEITH A Hit the Road, Everyonel!

held at the piazza outside University MTR Station,
but the venue was changed to the Chung Chi
College Chapel due to rain. Some 1,500

enthusiastic members of the audience
JAIBAEE In Plain View

4
4
FHAR EHHF K Mouth-watering Morsels 5
6
g

enjoyed classic university songs
performed by CUHK students.

Mau Hou-cheong, an alumnus and

J vocalist of RubberBand, reunited
with his former university band

REH B Campus News
S HE Arts and Leisure

EELS Then vs Now 10 -""""""""'"'"""'------..._____. friends and revisited their college
T EIE Announcements i e . years. The Supp.er Moment b.and

e and Eman Lam, singer-song writer, ~ _.*
AFEE)R Ins and Outs ]] Seel ... performed some of their hits?" ’
WCTBRELRZEE Thus Spake Shen Xu Hui Simon 2 @& H B Facebook Page: Photo by Ducky Tse Chi-tak el .. .t -

www.facebook.com/cuhkcivility ALY
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Wu Nien-jen: A Storied Life .-
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The Unforgettable SARS \

THEA D ERED ARBAT R TRk R EHLI@K R
EFHERREENEEREE L NSRERL E%Fill{’ﬁél’]ﬁl??&t& K

ERAENEER Z*ﬁﬁ]é&gﬁ BTHEMRBENBE S ERTRSNE AARENTIRBESHESTKR LX&E}@/\WLE}]%Eﬂ{Eﬂij# ’LF M
tESHRS HEA— RN R Hﬂ&ﬁ);%lﬁ*]ﬁﬁ(%ﬁoiﬁé\;%ﬁlﬁ’\]ﬁ&%% EEMBRE B - A RIEHE B ER EEMTE’ME?H%%Z&WA R el
__w-@beffﬁﬂzu FECHALRE i FREBEEFER R LRRNKZ ARMRTEHURAE - LA K FR UL S O R IB AN MA] i 5 T A 9'5?&2?3 %mﬁiﬁé
EAERR  RAMNNE 8 MRS BEALREFHE x'ﬁi}ﬁﬁiﬁ@ EMABDDARESERB 2L Bt E:

TR HTERRBAOF AAHELITE—E R - Ten years ago, the outbreak of SARS first ocon'r;ed in Prince of Wales

REBEGEZE BEREMB—EAAeSMRERKER - REEL: [ ALFAE Hospital (PWH), followed by Amoy Gasdens starting a panic in Hong Kong.

AE BEEREESRMENERXENAEG - B} 2 EEEREEWHElEE At that time, Dr. Yeung Koon- smg and Dr. Fung Tai-heng were interns at the
K= EETEJYE A — (A A B ST hospital. Dr. Cheng Cl,uvh'ung worked at the PWH Accident and Emergency
11 R 2O A - REEEDIET Departrr_lent M. Ko Wing-cheung, a policeman, was responsible for

ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ%*ﬁﬁiﬁ@?\ﬁa °J

-
e

NPT Lo quarantlmng Amoy Gardens. All of them and Mr. Patrick Huen, over 60,

-
P
-
-

Famed screenplay wuter‘énd director

were infected with SARS. They sat together today with Prof. Joseph J.Y.
Sung, then in charge of the medical team fighting SARS, to share with the

audience how they combatted the disease, and what they have learned and
how they have changed since then. All guests urged everyone to be thankful

Wu Nlen-jen has Been hailed as the greatest

storytellgmn Taiwan. Wu talked not only about

mov'ies','the topic he knows best, but told stories: for and to contribute to society.
higzown, those of miners growing up in Taiwan
'uﬁderjapanese colonial rule, those of Taiwanese

/ female factory workers in the 1960s, etc. He also

/ talked about what he had learned from life: ‘When

.-' I look back on my life now, | see that the greatest

E frustration, the most distressing moment, the most

: devastating change that made me feel so hopeless

L were in fact pivotal in forcing me to change

Photo by Cheung Chi-wai ' direction.’

Wau is also an actor, writer and a(}v‘ertiser. When asked which role he found most
fulfilling, he said, ‘I am proudest be‘l“ng a father.... As a creative person, | seriously
lack confidence. Whenever | finish an :e’ssay or a film, I would say: it’s so lousy....
The only role | feel I'm quite good at is beiﬁg‘bfa&her. | get along very well with

my son.’ ~
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Photo by jcMotion ..
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Hello CU! Let’s Go Hiking!

RER SJZ%EIé: ARBEEEERE  BEMTEELE

i %tsﬁF o AP m B %3 R E R L. -

BeERS k%%%m%ﬂf@ﬁe

Some say walking around the hilly campus is just like hiking. CUHK members may think they have been T .

to most parts of the campus, but there are in fact secret corners that rarely see visitors. This year, with the T .

special assistance of the Estates Management Office and the Security Office, five hiking locations were S .
selected—the New Asia College Water Tower, the United College Water Tower, the Fok Ying Tung Remote .
Sensing Science Building, the Satellite Remote Sensing Ground Receiving Station, and the Vice-Chancellor’s ““
Lodge. This gave hikers a chance to view the beautiful campus from a different angle, not to mention the ““

-

two water towers were opened for public viewing for the first time since they were built.

# B A

5
The organizers recalled that they H
New Asia College Water Tower

worried about not having sufficient !
manpower for crowd control, but ,'l
their worries dissipated when over a ,'
hundred students volunteered to help ,'.
after the recruitment notice was postegl )

on Facebook. The studen; helpers

R il b L T Tl T O
-
LT
-
Y
~
~

did not get pald but ‘they took time to o Y ',"
attend the,preparatlon session. Some e o
ma,d-e many trips between the Vice- S . .
-**Chancellor’s Lodge and the campus, \’.~ ,"'
but without a word of complaint. T .. ',9%
RN .*" Vice-Chancellor’s Lodge
Photo by Prof. Chow Po-chung \'n.__ ___.—"‘
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Where Social Behaviour Meets
Computing Systems
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n January, the world’s largest search engine Google
warned of a flu outbreak in the US, causing a ripple of
anxiety across the country. Google Flu Trends, a project
launched in 2008, analyses cumulative search figures
to make forecasts about the ebb and flow of flu trends.
According to the Google Flu Trends website, millions
the world over search health-related information on
the Internet every week, with search topics changing
according to the seasons. For instance, in summer,
there are more people looking for content on sunburn.
Researchers discover that the number of times flu topics
are searched corresponds to the number of people
exhibiting flu symptoms. Analysing these data allows
them to predict a flu outbreak in a certain region. This
doesn’t mean that Google Flu Trends can replace a
disease monitoring system of course. Nonetheless it has
performed laudably since its launch, even beating the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in the

US in predicting a flu outbreak.

Prof. Irwin King of the Department of Computer Science
and Engineering explained that Google Flu Trends is an
example of how social computing can be applied to real
life. Simply put, social computing is the use of machine
learning, data mining and web intelligence to analyse the
massive volumes of data generated by blogs, Facebook,
YouTube and other social media, in order to gain insight
into social relationships. ‘This has unusual implications for
“big data” which is of increasing importance,’” Professor
King pointed out. ‘The last eight or 10 years have seen
the blossoming of many new social phenomena, which
has given rise to an incredible amount of data. Social
computing which analyses and tries to understand such

data has become an important area in computer science.

You can say that social computing is where social
behaviour meets computing systems.’

‘Big data’ is a topic public and private corporations and
organizations cannot afford to ignore. One of the subjects
Professor King studies and teaches at CUHK is social
computing. He remarked that all activities we conduct
on the Internet via computers or mobile communication
equipment become data. When corporations get hold of
such data, they can identify trends in the preferences and
characteristics of their service targets. This helps them to
design products and services that better fit market needs.
Not surprisingly, organizations have been quick to get
their hands on such data with the attitude often of ‘store
first, decide later’.

Several mainland students who took Professor King’s social
computing course have completed a fascinating project.
They analysed GPS data from taxis in Nanjing, and using
those on traffic conditions at different time periods in
different parts of the city, worked out the most efficient
routes. What’s more, they managed to calculate the median,
highest and lowest incomes of taxi drivers in the city.

Professor King had been a visiting professor at UC
Berkeley for two years, returning to CUHK only in
2012. While at Berkeley, he taught two courses related
to social computing and big data. He also conducted
research at AT&T in San Francisco, making forecasts
about a person’s identity and subsequently behaviour
and habits based on his or her patterns of telephone
usage and communication. This kind of research not only
has enormous commercial potential, it is also helpful for
understanding human behaviour. Professor King observed
that many governments are engaged in similar research,
in particular, those grappling with terrorism.

He added that data analysis is nothing new in computer
science, but with the boom in Internet and mobile
telecommunication technologies, the field is developing at
an astronomical rate. The rise of social computing can be
said to be a peak of such developments. ‘Contemporary
digital society is an open group. Participants should be
aware that anything they do will leave traces. They must
take the necessary safety precautions. More importantly,
they should watch what they say or do. Protection of
privacy should start with the self.’
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Prof. Irwin King is professor at the Department of Computer Science and
Engineering. He received his BSc degree in engineering and applied science
from the California Institute of Technology, Pasadena and his MSc and PhD
degrees in computer science from the UCLA.

Professor King’s research interests include machine learning, social computing,
web intelligence, data mining, and multimedia information processing. He has
over 210 technical publications in these areas. One notable patented system
he developed is the VeriGuide System for similar text detection.

REIEH T4V]
The Four Vs of Big Data

AT IForrester Research BRI [KEE] (XEEEER]) WOEZSES [4V] -

BERE (volume) ~RE (velocity) ~ Z4M (variety) 5%

(variability) ° IBMAIE&E—

E4SBRAE B M (veracity) ©

Some analysts such as Forrester Research and others have attempted to describe the
dimensions of big data by a series of words that begin with the letter ‘V’, namely, volume,
velocity, variety, and variability. IBM recently introduces ‘veracity’ to substitute ‘variability’.

TESAEVELREHERANEL BROBHTB (1 TBESMNESHERE LU
BFEARH—BE=TIDVDES) REMEZRIPB (1 PBEA1,024 TB) KBl BEAH » —

Every day, every second, huge volumes of data are being generated by a variety
of business and individual activities. An enterprise can easily amass terabytes
(a one-terabyte hard drive can hold approximately 120 DVD movies), even
petabytes, (a petabyte is 1,024 terabytes) of information. Some compare one PB

BREEEERNOHER - KEEIARTSEIREMBERR S  FrUARIRERE
BERBEREEE DRERELHITRERFHILERBER -

This means how fast the data are processed to meet demand. For time-sensitive
processes such as catching fraud in trade events or marketing predictions,

itis crucial that the data be processed fast to achieve pre-emption and stop

EREANNEEES BEXT BENRYE T ARNESS - ELETEER

Big data involves any type of data, such as text, sensor data, audio, video, blog
files. By combining a variety of data sets that would not traditionally sit together,

HEMENRENRREGEN SLENKRGREOTER —ARR  MARREL

ERE
Volume
EPB REMRRET=FZHNSBEERBENAR -
to 13.3 years of HDTV content.
RE
Velocity
irregularities.
ZHM
Variety — BVERIEFRESERDIAT - AJLUR IR -
new insights can be gained.
HEM®
Veracity ERMRBCMABMEDITAE  BRES—KBkE-

As the variety and number of sources of data
grow, it is important to ensure the quality of the
data so that people can trust the information they
use to make decisions.
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Heart-melting Molten Chocolate Cake

[« K #k | & %molten chocolate cake — ¥4 g%
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Molten chocolate cake is characterized by an oozing,
lava-like chocolate inside. Hong Kongers named it xin tai
ruan (literally, ‘heart too soft’) which happens to be the
name of a Taiwanese pop song in the 1990s.

Ms. Warisa Kung, chef of Si Yuan Amenities Centre,
United College, said that to achieve lava-like chocolate
inside a slightly crispy exterior, one removes the cake
from the oven before it is completely done. This means
the key to making a good molten chocolate cake is time
control. That is why the cakes are always made to order,
never baked beforehand. However it is not difficult to
prepare this spectacular cake. First melt chocolate and
butter over a saucepan of simmering water. Then mix
with sugar and eggs. Sift in the flour and divide the batter
into ramekins. Lastly put them in the oven to bake. Does
the cake melt your heart? Well, it depends on the chef’s
skill. The one on campus definitely does.
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Mr. Justice Geoffrey Ma Tao-li

Mr. Justice Geoffrey Ma Tao-li, Chief Justice of the Court
of Final Appeal of Hong Kong, and Prof. Ezra F. Vogel,
Henry Ford Il Professor of the Social Sciences Emeritus at
Harvard University, were invited to host the University’s
50th Anniversary Distinguished Lectures.

o Chief Justice on Reality and Future of Constitution
Mr. Justice Geoffrey Ma Tao-li presented a lecture on
‘The Essence of Our Society: From a Written Constitution
to Reality and into the Future 50 Years’ on 22 March.
The lecture drew an audience of about 400 academics,
students, legal practitioners, and members of the public.

In the lecture, Mr. Justice Ma pointed out that most people
in our community, including himself, believe that the
legal system which exists in Hong Kong is a good one,
and stressed the independent judiciary is a core value
of the system. Whether or not a case is a controversial
topic, the court will simply apply the law. One of his main
responsibilities is for the judiciary to continue to earn the
respect and confidence of the community and all who are
concerned with Hong Kong.

e Chinese Expert Speaks on Sino-Japanese
Relations

Prof. Ezra F. Vogel hosted a lecture on ‘Can China and

Japan Make Peace?’ on 28 March to share his views on

the relationships between China and Japan. The lecture

attracted a full house of around 500, including academics,
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Prof. Ezra F. Vogel

students, alumni, members of the consulates, and the
public.

Professor Vogel talked about the ups and downs of
Sino-Japanese relations, starting from the Japanese
language, Buddhism, city

layout and architecture, etc., to the Chinese learning

learning from China

modernization, textiles from Japan later on. From
1978 to 1992, Japanese gave assistance to China’s
modernization and Sino-Japanese relations was good.
However this relationship has been tested by the current
crisis in Diaoyu Islands. He then discussed possible

measures to improve relations.

In May 2012, the Chinese University Press (CUP)
published the Chinese edition (both traditional and
simplified character versions) of Professor Vogel’s book,
Deng Xiaoping and the Transformation of China. In
January 2013, the CUP authorized SDX Joint Publishing
Company in Beijing to publish an abridged simplified
character version, 500,000 copies of which was printed
in the first edition. A total of 800,000 have been printed
since then, making it one of the most eminent political
books being sold on the mainland. To encourage young
people in the US to launch Chinese studies, Professor
Vogel donated all his royalty from the mainland to
his alma mater, Ohio Wesleyan University. The initial
donation of US$600,000 was transferred to Wesleyan
through the CUP.
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Symposium on CSL Teaching and Learning
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The Third International Symposium on CSL Teaching and

Learning was held on 22 March at Cho Yiu Hall. Themed
‘Theories and Practices in the Training of Pragmatic

Abilities’,

the symposium was organized by the Yale-

China Chinese Language Centre, with support from the
Department of Linguistics and Modern Languages and the

Research Centre for Chinese Linguistics of the Department

of Chinese Language and Literature. Over 150 participants,
including key players in the field from China, Hong Kong,
Taiwan, Singapore, and the US, and stakeholders such as
language teachers and postgraduates, were in attendance.

Dr. Wu Weiping, director, Yale-China Chinese Language
Centre, pointed out that the symposium helped to bring CSL
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researchers and practitioners together for exchanging views
and sharing experience. The sysmposium is also one of the
CUHK’s 50th anniversary celebratory events.
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SARS a Decade On: A Conference for the Health Professionals
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The Stanley Ho Centre for Emerging Infectious Diseases and the Jockey Club School of Public Health and
Primary Care, Faculty of Medicine, jointly organized ‘SARS a Decade On: A Conference for the Health
Professionals’ on 12 March to review the SARS experience and what the world has learnt from it.

Close to 20 renowned speakers from Hong Kong, mainland China, Canada, Singapore, the UK, and
the World Health Organization (WHO), who were involved in the battle against SARS in 2003, shared
experiences and views on various challenging aspects. Topics discussed included challenges in public
health and policy during the epidemic and SARS’s positive impact on the global prevention of infectious
diseases; the emergence and therapy of SARS from the clinical and virological perspectives; and its crisis
management. A personal sharing session was also arranged. Mr. Patrick Huen, elderly patient; Prof. Henry
L.Y. Chan, doctor; and Dr. Fung Hong, cluster chief executive, New Territories East Cluster, Hospital
Authority, shared their feelings of being infected, reflections upon recovery and changes in their lives. The
outbreak of SARS 10 years ago has raised public consciousness of the importance of prevention. It also
opened up new perspectives for the development of public health.
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Genetic Predictor of Chinese Diabetic Patients Found
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A research team led by Prof. Ma Ching-wan Ronald
(left), Prof. Chan Chung-ngor Juliana (centre), and Dr. So
Wing-yee (right), clinical associate professor (honorary),
Department of Medicine and Therapeutics, has discovered
a genetic predictor of diabetes among Chinese patients,
which may help to identify high-risk individuals, in a
collaborative study with Shanghai Jiao Tong University
Affiliated Sixth People's Hospital. The findings have been
published online in Diabetologia (25 March).

The study, conducted from 2008 to 2012, identified a
genetic marker on chromosome 7 near the paired box
() AR E - 8 gene 4 (PAX4) g?ne Yvhich was associated inth diabetes :?s
well as poorer insulin response. People with this genetic
marker have approximately 18% higher risk of having
diabetes and will develop diabetes at a younger age.
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Studies in Japan
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Three Graduates Awarded Scholarships for
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Mr. Au Yeung Wan-kin (top), master
graduate in molecular biotechnology,
and Mr. Chan Kin-shing (centre), master
graduate in history, received this year’s
Japanese Government (Monbukagakusho:
MEXT) Scholarship for Research Students.
Both of them are impressed by the experts
as well as rich research resources available
in Japan. Mr. Au Yeung will pursue
his studies in epigenomics at Kyushu
University whereas Mr. Chan will further
his studies in pre-modern East Asian
intellectual history at the University of
Tokyo.

Ms. Siu Hoi-ting (bottom), graduate in
music, won the Japan Society of Hong
Kong Scholarship, which will finance
her to take a one-year Japanese language
course in Tokyo.

BWEBAL
My Eventful Life on the Sports Fields
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Ms. Yu Chui-yee (centre), Mr. Daniel C.W. Lee (right) and Mr. Cheng Ka-ho (left), elite athletes
in fencing, triathlon and martial arts, respectively, delivered a public lecture titled ‘My
Eventful Life on the Sports Fields’ on 23 March. The lecture was organized by the Faculty of
Education for the University’s 50th anniversary. They shared with an audience of 200 their
lives as professional athletes, for instance, the high intensity trainings they have gone through,
the determination and aggressiveness they maintain in competitions, and the emotional
adjustments they make after failures.

The elite athletes also pointed out that the journey of professional athletes is lonely and
difficult, but believed that persistence and positive thinking can help to overcome challenges.
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Public Lecture on Climate Change and Climate Services
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Mr. David Grimes (5th right), the president
of the World Meteorological Organization,
and the assistant deputy minister and head of
Meteorological Service, Environment, Canada,
was invited to host a public lecture on ‘Climate
Change and Climate Services: Engaging the
Community and Sustaining the Future’ on
23 March. Organized by the Department of
Geography and Resource Management (GRMD)
and the Institute of Environment, Energy and
Sustainability (IEES), and co-organized by the
Hong Kong Observatory (HKO), Hong Kong
Geographical Association, and Hong Kong
Meteorological Society, the lecture attracted an
audience of about 120.

The lecture was chaired by Prof. David Chen
(4th left), chairman of GRMD and opened
with welcoming addresses by Prof. Leung Yee
(5th left), director of IEES, and Mr. Shun Chi-
ming, director of HKO. Mr. Grimes shared his
insights on the challenge of managing climate-
related risks, and the importance of engaging
the community, and providing effective climate
services in mitigating and adapting to future
climate change.
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BIMREHBNESTHE
Innovative Mega-deal-making Insights and
Lessons
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The Centre for Business Innovation and Globalization (BiG) of the Faculty of Business
Administration held its BiG Forum at the CUHK Shenzhen Research Institute on
23 March. Mr. Fang Fang (photo), J.P. Morgan vice-chairman of Asia and CEO of
China, was invited to speak on ‘Going Out of China: Innovative Mega-deal-making
Insights and Lessons’.

Mr. Fang outlined the cross-border mergers and acquisitions of Chinese overseas
enterprises and discussed successes and failures, illustrating with some merger and
acquisition cases.
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Business Leader’s Wisdom
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Organized by the Alumni and Corporate Affairs Office of the Faculty of Business
Administration, the Global Leader Series was held at InterContinental Grand Stanford
Hong Kong on 19 March. Mr. John Rice (photo), vice-chairman of General Electric (GE),
talked on ‘Global Growth: Opportunities and Challenges in China’. Guests of honour
included Mr. Lam Woon-kwong, Convenor of the Executive Council; Mr. Stephen
Young, the US Consul General; Mr. Simon Galpin, Director-General of InvestHK; Sir
C.K. Chow, chairman of Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited, and Mr. Michael
Wong, director and group principal adviser of Sun Hung Kai Properties Limited.

Mr. Rice discussed GE's global growth strategy with a focus on China, where the
company has been doing business for over a hundred years. He also shared his views
on the outlook of 21st century global leaders, ‘These people are inclusive, adaptable
and comfortable outside their home countries. They value differences.’
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Photo taken by Mr. Kipling Chang, project
coordinator of the Faculty Office of Social

Science
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TERVEBRE AR - R RSB R RE  KB1T uildings on central campus in the early 1970s included the Benjamin Franklin Centre, the University Administration
BE - PR EH R T  AEEEE LB 2SR B Building, the Institute of Chinese Studies, the University Library, and the Science Centre. As time went by, new
o Hig ((FPT) - BE - BRIE JkEEE BEE BB2RKX  buildings and landmarks were erected, such as The Gate of Wisdom, the Roman Garden ‘Forum’, Pi Ch’iu Building,
P& Sui-Loong Pao Building, Y.C. Liang Hall, Sir Run Run Shaw Hall, John Fulton Centre, Tin Ka Ping Building and the

library extension. Together with their occupants, they have witnessed the University’s path to maturity.

2015
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Statutory Minimum Wage
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With effect from 1 May 2013, the statutory minimum wage rate will be revised to $30 per
hour. The monetary cap on the requirement of employers keeping records of the total
number of hours worked by employees will also be revised to $12,300 per month with

effect from the same day.

EHEB G RVTIBE

Summer Sports Programme
BEEMBKNE8ARMLIEZ ED AR EEIE REEL N SAKINIEHH B3
HELLE - 2HEHIIRITEE (www.peu.cuhk.edu.hk/summersports/indexc.htm)
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BRI AR REESL A (3943 6092) °

The Physical Education Unit will organize summer sports courses for staff and
students from May to August. In addition, four racquet sport tournaments will be
organized for staff. The Summer Sports Programme webpage (www.peu.cuhk.edu.
hk/summersports/indexe.htm) was launched on 16 April. Enrolment starts at 9:00 am,
22 April (online only for the first five days), on a first-come first-served basis. For enquiries,
please contact Mr. Tony Ng at 3943 6092.

RERREZERIZES

Sharing Session on Transport and Campus Development
ARERERTBLIREZERSZS  HEIRKIZATHXEREEIRESBHRNA
REZ BN ERIBENSKIER

BUOHBE - BANMRE2MN WiIRHER - 2MEF SR MEFIEHEEE Esacs@
cuhk.edu.hkEzE °

The University will hold a sharing session on transport and campus development.
Prof. Ching Pak-chung, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, and Prof. Fung Tung, Associate Pro-Vice-
Chancellor, will give an update on campus transport and the development of various

capital work projects.

All staff, students and alumni are invited to join. Please register by sending an e-mail with
your name and department/unit to sacs@cuhk.edu.hk.

HEf Date 25.4.2013 (2 HrY Thursday)
5 Time 6:00-8:00 pm
026 Venue IR FAE—5F)HEEE LT1, Lee Shau Kee Building

Information in this section can only
be accessed with CWEM password.
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Prof. Shen Xu Hui Simon

Associate Professor, Faculty of Social Science

Photos of Prof. Shen Xu Hui Simon in this issue by Cheung Wai-lok

The Master of Social Science Programme in Global
Political Economy that you are in charge of pledges to
offer a ‘Glocalizing Learning Experience’. What does
that mean?

Our programme is about international affairs. But we start from
something that is most relevant to students or that interests
them most. For example, if a student is a fund manager, he
or she must be interested in knowing the concept underlying
the so-called BRIC countries and their developmental trends.
From that, we can move on to the backgrounds and economic
patterns of these countries. For students who are football fans,
we’ll have a course on global political economy and sports
that will teach topics including, for example, Manchester

United’s international marketing strategy.

Is Hong Kong society global enough?

A few decades ago, the Vietnam War was front-page news. But
in the past 10 or 20 years, newspapers have been extremely
localized. You are hard put to find one international issue that
makes front-page headlines in a year. This reflects the fact that
we don’t think international issues are relevant to our lives. But
if we're only interested in local matters, our vision will be similar
to those people in China towns overseas. When | was a student,
| often went to China town to read Chinese newspapers. They
often ran stories about Mr. so-and-so was given a reception by
some leader from some fellow townsmen association. Hong
Kong is a global city. International issues are relevant to our
survival. If we are too parochial, this city will lose its niche.

How should this be changed?

| believe that every job has a certain global dimension. For
example, how does a war in the Persian Gulf affect your
company’s performance? The perception of society will
gradually change if human resources managers come to
realize that knowledge of international affairs is a basic skill
for employment, just like proficiency in English and Chinese.
They may also incorporate this dimension into their corporate

training programmes.

Are you interested in going into politics?

Absolutely not. | am first and foremost a researcher of
international affairs. | believe that any form of collaboration
based on this role would be appropriate; any undertaking
unrelated to it is not. The positions I've held in public service
are more or less related to this identity. For example, I'm a
member of the Hong Kong Committee for Pacific Economic
Cooperation, a position directly related to my research field.
Over the years I've received many invitations or job referrals,
I've rejected all those that are not related to my identity or

research fields. That’s my principle.

Do you enjoy appearing in the media?

Not at all. I've never liked media exposure. But if you don’t
rely on the media, it’ll be very difficult to achieve some of your
objectives. In recent years I've strived to establish more stable
relationships with some organizations and groom someone
new for media exposure. Many of my students are ready. There
will be some new faces in the years to come. By that time, I'll
have devoted myself to setting up frameworks. | believe that
I’'m of greater value planning behind the scenes than being in
the spotlight.

Your articles are rich in information. Is it all in by heart
or you have to do a lot of research before putting pen to
paper?

I was a stamp collector when | was young. My knowledge of
various countries was acquired at that time. If you're serious
about stamp collecting, you need to know a lot about
countries—their histories, how they got their names, other
names they had, symbols they use, their historical figures,
the relations with other countries and what consequences
entailed changes to these relations. These are basic. | also
like to sort and categorize things. So, | kept statistics and
drew a lot of tables and charts. Of course, whenever I
write about a particular case, | still have to do some simple
research.





