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We have all had the experience of being overwhelmed by the grandeur of the
universe and feeling our own smallness and insignificance. Evolution and
creation are essential for examining the origin of the universe, even if they do not seem
to offer final answers. Is there intent behind evolution? Rev. Louis Ha discusses this and

more from the perspectives of religion and society.

It’s hardly a secret that speeches by political leaders and heads of organizations are
often penned by ghost writers. What distinguishes an excellent speech from a run-of-
the-mill one? H shares a tip or two with a young executive tasked with this important

responsibility.

The desire to express is the fountain of creation. There are quite a number of creative
minds among CUHK staff. Prof. Donna Chu of the School of Journalism and
Communication shares with us her journey of creation and revitalization of the last two Photo by ISO staff
/N3 (B8)

Bk
Prof. Donna Chu on her film and novel (p. 8)

years. Perhaps after reading, you would want to embark on the same. B IT A HEE
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Golden Jubilee Garden of Appreciation Opens
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To acknowledge the generous contributions of the major benefactors of CUHK, the Golden Jubilee Garden of Appreciation was built between

Sir Run Run Shaw and Y C Liang Halls. Over 150 donors, friends, alumni, faculty members and staff celebrated the opening of the garden on

6 December 2014. A4 4% Viva Voce g
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ope Francis, in an address to the Pontifical

Academy of Sciences in the Vatican last
October, was quoted as saying that ‘the Big
Bang, which is today posited as the origin
of the world, does not contradict the divine
act of creation; rather, it requires it" and that
‘evolution of nature is not inconsistent with
the notion of creation because evolution pre-
supposes the creation of beings which evolve.’
The Pope’s comments appeared to many
who cared about such things as ushering
in a new dawn upon the supposed chasm
between science and religion. Is the Church
going to relent, given the progressiveness and
enlightenment that mark Francis's pontificate?
Here, CUHK Newsletter talks to the Reverend
Prof. Louis Ha, director of the University’s
Centre for Catholic Studies, on the subject
and related matters.

Father Ha begins by emphasizing that the Catholic Church
has always been aware of her differences with other
views about how the Universe came about, but has never
ceased her efforts to deepen her understanding of such

differences. The Church’s view is that the world, and the



primogenitors of the human race, are both created at the
will of God as it is recorded in the Bible, and this view
exists within the paradigm of religion, which requires the
belief of those who embrace Christianity. On the other
hand, scientific theories such as evolutionism and Big
Bang belong to the realm of science, where proof reigns
supreme. While the Church acknowledges that belief
is derived from inspiration and revelation, and therefore
does not need to be supported by scientific evidence and
rational proof, she holds the view that faith and reason
can work together, and must work together. The Pontifical
Academy of Sciences referred to above, which could
trace its origin to the early 17th century, would be a good

example of the Church’s efforts in this direction.

Father Ha then continues to expatiate on the interpretation
of the Bible, the sacred scriptures of Christianity. One has
to understand that the narration of happenings and events
in the Bible does not begin at the time when such matters
actually began, but dates only from the time that such
narration commenced. It thus follows that biblical records
often have to be studied in the appropriate temporal, spatial,
historical and social contexts for a more comprehensive
understanding of the Divine Will. Furthermore, the books
of the Bible had existed in oral traditions only for a very
long time, which thus necessitates due consideration of the
background and other intervening factors involved in the
transition from an oral heritage to the written text. There
were significant breakthroughs in biblical scholarship and
archaeology in the last two centuries, which have also
helped to facilitate a better understanding of the book

among scholars. Thus, in matters concerning biblical

exegesis, the Catholic Church does not insist on following
the texts literally alone, as there are often so many other

factors that can throw light on their meaning.

On the subject of how the world and the living creatures
that inhabit it came into being, Father Ha explains that there
are many theories which attempt to provide an answer:
some hold that the world was created by a godhead, while
some believe in the existence of a demiurge, or a fashioner
of the world but who is not the creator of the matters and
lives that make up the world. There are yet others who
hold that things came into being through an intelligent
design. Father Ha observes that the issues involved in
the creation are too complicated and that man still has
not been able to obtain a fully satisfactory explanation in
science—evolution may explain a lot, but there is still the
question of the origin of the matters from which evolution

proceeds, if creation is not to be believed.

Father Ha then moves on to discuss Christian ethics in
the context of the modern world. The Church emphasizes
the importance of life above all else, and that everything
concerning human life is therefore of inviolable
significance and value. This is why the Church takes a
stance against the death penalty and abortion, and views
processes such as contraception and in vitro fertilization
as unreasonable and unnatural interventions. The Church
also regards procreation as a key factor in marriage and,
in that light, cannot categorically accept same-sex unions,
which are now being granted legal status in a number
of countries. While these teachings would appear to go

against the grain of modern society, the Church regards

such precepts as of essential importance and therefore not
amenable to concessions, because they have all stemmed

from a respect for the value of human life.

Father Ha concludes his most enlightening session with us
by looking forward into the pontificate of Pope Francis. He
recognizes the newly elected pontiff as a man of progress
and change who takes a practical approach to things.

While he is burdened with traditions and institutions

built up over the centuries, and a curia that, despite the
reforming efforts of the last few popes, still functions with
the vestiges of a medieval court, he is anticipated to do all
he can, and where he can, as servus servorum Dei, to meet
the needs of the modern Church, in both the spiritual and

the material contexts.

The origin of the universe as we know
it today, and the ancestry of the human
race, have been fascinating subjects for
philosophers and the man in the street
alike since the beginning of civilization.
From the days of Gilgamesh and Timaeus,
the human mind has never been known to
have professed a homogeneous view on
these two subjects. While these questions
will continue to work the human mind,
Father Ha has given us a context in which
they can be contemplated. &

Letters to a Young Executive

Letter 6: Ghost Writing

Dear K.,

I must say that never before had I
discerned such urgency and desperation

in your letters. You literally begged for
answers to questions I was least qualified
to give, even though in my long service in
a university office I had been tasked with
drafting a few speeches for my supervisor.
It is understandable, for drafting a speech
is a daunting enough undertaking, let alone
drafting it as a ghost.

Have you checked out the Oxford Dictionary
of Quotations, Speeches That Changed The
World, etc.? Free tutorial on any conceivable
subject can be found on the Youtube these
days. Have you done your casual browse and/
or advanced search there yet?

In your panicky quaver of tone you asked if

you should begin with a joke. Think twice. The
lightest touch usually takes the most effort, and
leads to riskiest result. The following saying by
David McKie can usually bring down the floor:

Surnames are a sexually transmitted condition.

But sometimes it is as important, if not more,
not to raise the eye-brows of a few members of
your audience. So let's keep things simple and
stick to the mantra: Say what you’re going to
say; say it; and recap what you have said.

A quote or two would lend economy and
respectability to your script. But please
observe three rules. First, acknowledge the
source, a breach of which would be tantamount to
plagiarism. You don't want to consign your boss
to the ignominy of intellectual sharp practice.

Not only should you quote the source but you

should also append a short description if he/she
is not John F. Kennedy or Martin Luther King, Jr.
Some examples:

Marshal McLuhan, Canadian media scholar, once
remarked that, 'Money is the poor man’s credit

card.’

Nancy Gibb, Chief Editor of Time, says, 'But no

war gets fought in white gloves.’

According to the physicist and contributor
to the New York Review of Books, Freeman
Dyson, 'Science is a creative interaction of

observation with imagination.’

You’d note that, in an oral presentation, a long
train of words should not be allowed to run

between the two stations ‘Quote’ and ‘Unquote’.

Second, acknowledge the source correctly. The
embarrassment would be unredeemable and the

stigma permanent if you attribute wrongly.
This is often attributed to Voltaire but
in fact was first written by Evelyn Beatrice
Hall:

I disapprove of what you say, but I will
defend to the death your right to say it.

Lastly, do not just pull your quotes out of
a hat. Make your audience see why you quote
and where you're coming from. Do not treat
quotes as fillers or buffers, otherwise the
effect would be like asking a famous actor
to come up to the stage to say your lines
while you take a swig of the water on the
podium. With more experience (did I hear a
moan of protest?), you’d come to realize that
a majority of quotable quotes come from the
Bible, Shakespeare and Mark Twain.

A speech-writer can be rather single-minded

in his/her pursuit, that is, to give something
memorable the audience can take home—the
soundbite. Who but the famous pianist and
composer Leopold Godowsky, who started composing
at the age of five, can leave us with this
memorable saying:

When a child prodigy grows up, the prodigy
vanishes and the child remains.

Speech writing is best left to practice than
theory. So stop worrying and turn on your

word processor. If you think it makes you more
comfortable, we can discuss how to address the
apparition again next time.

Yours sincerely,

H.
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Behind the glass door, two massive walls of bookshelves
over 15 feet tall climb all the way up to the second floor
of the building. At the end of the hall of books is a raised
platform carpeted with tatami mats and inviting cushions.
A small terrace paved with white gravel just beyond the
window amplifies the Zen-like atmosphere. Welcome to
CUP Corner, a bookstore newly opened by the Chinese
University Press.

Recalling why the Chinese University Press exists,
the former Vice-Chancellor Prof. Ambrose King once
said it is because, as the founding Vice-Chancellor
Dr. Li Choh-ming believed, CUP is an organic part of CUHK
in the first place. Established in 1977 as the publishing house
of the University, CUP has been releasing quality scholarly
titles and acting as a CUHK publications sales portal.

In this leisure reading area, CUP Corner showcases
publications from the house and the Faculties as well as the
research centres and departments of CUHK.

Visitors will discover exciting content from over a thousand
titles across subjects of interest, such as classic Chinese
fiction, award-winning contemporary poetry, best-selling
political biographies, historical and sociological studies,
ancient and contemporary philosophical texts, bilingual
editions of treasured literary works, art catalogues, as well
as current titles on management, education, and natural
sciences. Why not pay a visit on a warm winter afternoon,
pick a book, and set your spirit free? [

4P
[ 3 Location
W AERAR RAREIRY

Y The Chinese University Press,
Lady Ho Tung Hall

& EBFR Opening Hours

7 Eg-—==
Monday—Friday
9:00 am-1:00 pm,;
2:00 pm-5:30 pm
EHI/S ARARBHIKRE
Closed on Saturday, Sunday and
Public Holidays

% TH1{E = Discount
RAHME 24 RABEEE

AR\ TEE (FEERRTE
mFRAN)

All titles are 20% off for CUHK
staff, students and alumni (except
discounted items and audio/video
products)
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Business School Alumni Celebrate Christmas with Hong Chi
Association
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On 6 December 2014, the Alumni and Corporate Affairs Office of Business School organized a Christmas
party for Hong Chi Association’s intellectually disabled trainees at the Siu Sai Wan Sheltered Workshop.
Twenty-five alumni spent time with the trainees through a fun-filled interactive programme featuring games, a
magic show, Christmas carol singing, and a sumptuous lunch buffet. Each alumnus also presented a Christmas
gift to his or her partner.
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VC Cup and Fun Fair
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The biennial VC Cup and Fun Fair were held on 30 November 2014 at the University Sports Centre. This
year witnessed the largest number of participating teams not only from the traditional Colleges, but also from
the new ones and from allied teams. After rounds and weeks of fierce competition, the overall champion
went to Chung Chi College. The fabulous Fun Fair offered various attractions and entertainment, such as
flea market, arts and crafts, food stalls, balloon toys, and physique test, drawing clusters of staff, alumni, and
their families.
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Dialogue with Secretary for Labour and
Welfare
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The Department of Social Work invited Mr. Matthew Cheung,
Secretary for Labour and Welfare, to engage in dialogue with
students on 4 December 2014 at the Lee Shau Kee Building. The
focus of discussion was ‘Poverty Alleviation Policies by the HKSAR
Government’. Mr. Cheung talked about and elaborated on poverty
alleviation policies implemented by the government. Students raised

questions on governmental measures and exchanged their views with
Mr. Cheung about effective strategies.

MREBESHREERBEIES
PGH Dinner cum Wine Appreciation
Workshop
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Mr. Raymond Luk (7th left, back row), CUHK alumnus and adviser
to the Undergraduate Wine Society, spoke at the dinner cum wine
appreciation workshop on 10 December 2014 at the University Staff
Common Room. He introduced the residents to basic wine knowledge
and wine tasting manners, and taught them how to taste four types
of wine during the workshop. Three quiz winners were awarded with
bottles of wine donated by Mr. Luk.
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In 1967, the Chinese University held its first
Intermediate Examination for undergraduates to
test the candidates’ working knowledge of the
basic principles of their chosen fields and taken
courses. The Intermediate Examinations were
generally held in June and comprised two sections:
language tests on Chinese and English, and subject
tests on candidate’s major and minor subjects,
as well as elective field of studies. Students who
had completed their second year in the University
had to take the examination and passing it was
a prerequisite for promotion to the third year.
Students could be promoted to the third year even if
they failed one of the language tests, but they had to
pass both tests before being admitted to the fourth
year. In January 1969, the University announced
that the language tests would be administered by
the Colleges. In addition, the test on elective fields
would be eliminated. The Intermediate Examination
was abolished in 1974. Since then, promotion
to the third year has been subjected to students’
coursework assessments and course examinations.

The Intermediate Examination Question Papers are
now on display in the University Gallery.

9 =@t The Galleria
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Reappointment of Faculty Dean
T ETFHEBEEZERTIRESERKR  EH=F B2 R1BREK-

Prof. Wong Ching-ping has been reappointed as Dean of the Faculty of Engineering for a
further term of three years from 1 February.

[MEEEAEBREHRNRS | EERERRRTIDRIGHEH

Overall Performance Rating and Merit Increment via Staff Self-Service

Enquiry System

PBIIFHEBEEMIAER AIEBAFENB L [EERAAENERNELR]
(SSES - perntc.per.cuhk.edu.hk/ssp/logon.asp) * B HEIRE R T ZMEREHE
(PRDS) /&2 E 5t E] (PLRS) R2013/14F T2 FE 2 BRIV O N IS IR 55

1. LAE‘&,\/ESJT?DMI BT HHZEL (CWEM) BiBEA [EERAABREHRRE] °
. ¥12 [Personal] ' Af&1% [Appointment] °
ﬁ,éi—fﬁ’\ﬂﬁﬂ’l [ (For Full-time Non-teaching Staff) PRDS/PLRS] B Z 8 & &l -

Starting from 23 January, full-time non-teaching appointees may seek information on their
overall performance ratings and merit increment granted for the 2013/14 review exercise,
under the Performance Review and Development System (PRDS)/Performance-Linked
Reward Scheme (PLRS), in the Staff Self-Service Enquiry System (SSES) at perntc.per.cuhk.
edu.hk/ssp/logon.asp:

1. Login SSES with your Staff ID and CWEM Password.

2. Click ‘Personal’ and then ‘Appointment’.

3. The information on overall performance ratings and Ml is shown on the same page
under the ‘(For Full-time Non-teaching Staff) PRDS/PLRS’ section.

AEBEEREERNE

Change of Fax Numbers of Personnel Office

ANEECERIPEERG M BHNEET NS (3942 0945 % 3942 0949 [ 3942 0954) o
BESAAERENIERIEEE RS NS A F2H AFEE Contact Persons 8 -
EANPABXEETE (JA39434H) B#iEE=2H28H -

Personnel Office has adopted new fax numbers (3942 0945 to 3942 0949 & 3942 0954)
upon change to the IP fax system. For designated fax lines for the respective personnel
services/functions and contact persons, please refer to the Office’s Contact Persons
webpage. The old PABX fax numbers (prefixed 3943) will remain operative until the end
of February.

ERHBEEREAER

Updating Staff Data

REREBNEBASLEFE FHBENTEREAAER OGS - BIRMK R F2- BF
E BEZ [FREAEREK] RN BB EARSEEROE A — B AFRER - k-
BRENEESEURNBMEAENBEE THEUEEBMAFTE - 2BESEA [E
BREAABREMES] (perntc.per.cuhk.edu.hk/ssp/logon.asp) * EEEAAB B I
TH [FREAERER]  SBE 3943 7179 IV REKRE

To ensure the accuracy of staff data records, staff members with changes of personal
data such as name, marital status, birth of child, emergency contact, or acquisition of
additional qualifications are requested to submit the form ‘Change of Personal Data’ to
the Personnel Office with the originals or certified true copies of relevant supporting
documents attached. Staff members with any change in address or telephone number
should also inform the Personnel Office in writing. Full-time staff members may access the
‘Staff Self-Service Enquiry System’ via perntc.per.cuhk.edu.hk/ssp/logon.asp to check their
personal data records, and download the form ‘Change of Personal Data’, or call 3943 7179
to obtain the form.

HRERBELEERGFERRER

Tips for Automated Vehicle Access Control System (AVACS)
o FEIAIBUAER AL AR AERSHERAI RS (RFIDR) ~PARBINER=ER B
SEREARE AR =B RER —WEEE FIARREIE B REER - ZZDEEE@EﬁHE
BB R
‘A’ label holders can use three credentials (RFID, CU Link Card and pre-registered
Octopus) for their vehicles to access to the campus. Since three of the cards are all linked
to the same vehicle, any of them can be used to leave the campus, and no fund will be
deducted from the registered Octopus card if used correctly.

o B2014F10A318#  BEC i A24/ ) M-

The Eastern Gate entrance has been open around-the-clock since 31 October 2014.

(1995) FHEIFI IR EEE —ARBRITERES
RMB Bank Deposit Fund under the 1995 Scheme

(1995 ) S EIMIREBEZIAT [ ARERITERES] - HE2A1BRAE R EEFINETF
RESHEE BEANEMERESEI ARSERE - KEEERMNARBRITER
BRI ES — i FRR AR E M E R RN R IRIT BTN EBES S RIMNE
B e FEAREMALES T PIRIRIIFEARES [ ARBRITFRES | EREBNRE
B
FREREEERERE AP BESRBEwww.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/eng/public/
payroll_benefits/s95/option_change.htmIN & 3Ri& - B2 A1HERITERE  FH
[(BEREEERE | MM A22BH A BERXFIRRATBEHE - FI5HHE394372443,
3943 7236°
The 1995 Scheme has established a RMB Bank Deposit Fund as a new investment option,
which will be made available to scheme members from 1 February. The new fund will
be managed by the University and the operation will be similar to existing currency fund
options, i.e., respective members’ balances being switched into this fund will be pooled
together for bank deposit placements with various local banks which offer competitive
deposit rates. As it is a non-HKD currency fund, members are reminded that the fund will

carry foreign exchange risk. The introduction of the fund does not connote the University
or scheme trustees’ view that RMB Bank Deposit Fund is a preferred investment option.

Members who want to change investment option can download the form from the Bursary
website www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/eng/public/payroll_benefits/s95/option_change.html.

For effecting the new investment option(s) on 1 February, please submit the Investment
Option Change Form to the Payroll and Superannuation Unit on or before 22 January. For
details, please call 3943 7244 or 3943 7236.

EFEmMEWETE

E-device Collection Campaign

PABBRBARBRRAN [EFERENE] - BFTARBE R RBLRLE
BFER FETREREEMTEEREBERE BHRAEEH BFiEs BEn

BHEAL BB

The CUHK Business School and AIA are collaborating to launch the ‘E-device Collection
Campaign’. CUHK staff, alumni and students are encouraged to donate their used e-devices*
to Caritas Computer Workshop. The non-profit organization will erase old data from the
devices and install new software before giving them to people in need. Collection details are
as follows:

HEA Date b2 Venue

R E—BRE
Lobby, Level 1, Cheng Yu Tung Building

THEBELIRETRRORNE
(PIRERB125ERRTHOIEBE)

Lobby, MBA Town Centre

(Unit B, 1/F, Bank of America Tower, 12 Harcourt Road,

Central)

IHEEBETRETRPORE
(FIRERE 125 EBIRITHOIEBE)

Lobby, MBA Town Centre

(Unit B, 1/F, Bank of America Tower, 12 Harcourt Road,

Central)

SERREMT

G/F, Benjamin Franklin Centre

FEAR B B B S L 5

Piazza, Yasumoto International Academic Park

B Time

27.01 10 am—-6 pm

12 nn—-9 pm

28.01 12 nn—9 pm

29 & 30.01 10 am—4 pm

10 am—4 pm

5 A s/ NME (B5E: 3943 9665 EH : alisonho@baf.cuhk.edu.hk) ski2/ME (B
53943 4718 |EL : maggieching@baf.cuhk.edu.hk) °

To enquire, please contact Ms. Alison Ho (3943 9665, alisonho@baf.cuhk.edu.hk), or
Ms. Maggie Ching (3943 4718, maggieching@baf.cuhk.edu.hk).

* AERESTEMEE  ENERIETR - SINESRENEINEE RITEH - 2fER -
R - CRTERE - MERMRESE RAAKEHE -
Recyclable e-devices include computer motherboards and monitors, peripheral computer equipment such as
converters and printers, digital products, mobile phones, LCD monitors, CRT monitors, commercial servers,
networking accessories, etc.

CIEEE) Bk
Screening of The Vintage
RITEEEREEL RIBEER R RGN (EEE) BT
1R27 A% E7RF30N R AR IR K = S B Rk -
The Vintage, written and directed by Prof. Donna Chu
of the School of Journalism and Communication, will be

shown for free at the Sir Run Run Shaw Hall at 7:30 pm
on 27 January.

FIRERE - LCD
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Prof. Donna Chu

School of Journalism and
Communication

EFERNRIEFRFRE SR @i/ & [AR?
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M Eam
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A LA (ERR) B (AR D] 15 ?

REPAAHEEN HHARBRE - EER LTRSS R
SLAHEY — LR EMARE  ZPBRORFBTERBRUAHR
FOEBARE RMAMEXEENAHEINEENEH 2
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B - BB EM ? RAREN AR REA  IEHAMELE
HELRBENRBEBERAR BRAEATHRAMER - TR
BALRE PANRERZ2AREN TERRAS MEBRFE
RANE R TR SE -

PR CRERRR) TRIRECHER?
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B REE B ABEAR - AMERT A B DR R EUE
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ZAF—BRAF R EE R IIEE -

PHRAER MEXERNBEHLEBRALE FHHAHER

Bt

RELENGEBILLREF B NEGXFMZE LA
AR R BREZRRA BB TR MR
BEBERSHEEBEAEE  ARFRALRR L2 EH
Bigfh o thB TR —iE - IRR(EAR DI B FH

BETHAE SELTRHEESNRR BRI AIEMNRE

BB 2 A AEfIgE ) -

R2 [EEHE | WPREREA BEEEZIERFREM
EE?

BREBESANRSINRREZEERENEE  BEPRNE
EMEZ-PINMKBTESNEE RERAEFEHABER
BaENK - EREMER MAEERERE —EEEYH
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BETEEEEFENEE BERROEE S A—MBHEM
= ERRA TR R UEE R AMERE—E
EERZEEMESR LR ETGBEFRIER -

{REIEFISET S B T — B2 BB EK?
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REMEHNRAZTERZINKE 5 EBRFKEEHE
A TRZICHER T BEENRHEMNER BRRZEEN
A BREFAFRWF TR BRIFEDKRE - B ERE T - 5E
ZHREN R R REEZ LB MR |

You have been so full of creative energy in the last year
or so. First a film, now a novel. Why so?

We all have the need to express ourselves and communicate
with others. It’s all the more natural for me, a teacher in
journalism and communication, to have this energy, passion
and curiosity for creative pursuits. During the past two years,
| felt the urge to express some feelings through film and novel,
and hence, the two pieces of work.

What prompted you to shoot a film like The Vintage?

Several years ago, | thought of giving myself a special
birthday present. Instead of craving something materialistic, |
examined what unachieved childhood dreams | had. To be a
film scriptwriter or a director has long been on my wish list,
so | told myself | would shoot a film. It’s always easier said
than done. | was so busy with my work that nothing happened
after a year and soon it was another birthday. | made up my
mind that it had to be done. In the following year, | spent
all my weekends and holidays producing the film and finally
gave birth to it.

Would you like to talk about the CUHK elements in
The Vintage?

| completed my undergraduate studies at CUHK and have
strong emotional bonds with my alma mater. | have worked
here for several years, and | find some common anxieties and
frustrations among my students. The most detectable is they
don’t know what to do with the autonomy and freedom at
this stage of their lives after fighting hard for so long to enter
university. People always encourage you to go for your dream,
but, what if you don’t even know what your dream is? Based
on real encounters with people | know, | wrote the script
which contains a lot of reflections on this issue by me and my
students. CUHK was chosen as the background without much
debate. Pardon my favouritism; CUHK has the most beautiful
campus in Hong Kong, not only in terms of the scenery, but
also the unsophisticated elegance and the unique ambience.

Is there anything autobiographical in the novel Now on
the Run?

2014 has been an eventful year. | believe that many people
felt the same as | did: powerless, anxious and suffocated.
Creativity gives room for imagination and offers comfort.
One evening in June, | was so fed up and depressed by the
news. | turned off the television, turned on the computer
and started to write the first chapter. If a man was given five
chances for time travel, what choices would he make? Being
entangled in the tension between individuals and society,

F EIRHEQRIEEIE S UM
E' Scan the QR code for the full version

‘Photo by ISO sta
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what decisions would he make, and what reflections would
he have? Working all these out consumed much of my energy,
and served to distract me from the even more fictional and
ridiculous reality. The plot and my personal experience share
nothing in common, only that the protagonist is a freelancer,
and | also worked freelance for a long period of time before
working at CUHK.

Prof. Joseph Chan’s photography has played a vital role
in the published novel. How was the collaboration?

The novice independent publisher from Taiwan suggested
combining text with images. Without a second thought,
Professor Chan came to my mind. His photos usually give the
viewer enormous room for imagination—great for my novel
which is full of dialogues between reality and imagination.
I sent him an e-mail from Holland, together with my
manuscripts. He came up with lots of brilliant ideas about
how photos and text could complement each other. After
several rounds of discussion, we settled on a large collection
of photos for the art designer and editor to choose from, with
the aim of adding substance to the novel.

You are one of the core planners and organizers of the
University’s 1*CARE Programme. Why is it worth your
time?

The greatest attraction of I*CARE is teachers and students
who love CUHK and who are never short of fascinating
ideas. Take the cottage here as an example, it is rooted in
a primitive idea of building a structure on campus to echo
the theme of the 2014 University Lecture on Civility with
Taiwanese architect Kris Yao as the guest speaker. We talked
to Prof. Thomas Chung of the School of Architecture, and
without lengthy discussions, he and his students constructed
this poetic cottage from scratch. Collaborations like this are so
inspiring and encouraging. We will never feel tired of trying
out different possibilities to open up new horizons and enrich
the experience for people here on campus. You may say I'm
addicted to I*CARE.

You’ve spent a semester in Amsterdam. How was it like?

| was there on sabbatical leave. It’s just like being an exchange
student there. | had the chance to exchange ideas with people
in another university. | was able to live my days leisurely
for four months in another country, which gave me ample
time and space for thinking. | met many interesting people
and identified a new direction for research. | rested enough
to refresh myself. Sabbatical leave is good and everybody
should go for it!

E BESG IR QRIS SZIE A T AL -
i To watch the video, please scan the QR code or visit:
www.iso.cuhk.edu.hk/video/?nsl451-donna-chu
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