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Editorially Speaking

The variety of subjects in this issue should rival that of the number of public holidays and
festivities in this fortnight. Dr. Lee Woo-sing’s avuncular personableness comes through
vividly in an article which fictingly inaugurates ‘Fine Folks Fine Deeds’. The new series is
dedicated to saluting the many benefactors of the University and showing how they have
helped, in ways often beyond the monetary, in the education of our students.

Prof. Lam Chiu-ying needs no mention as an outspoken environmentalist, but not too
many should know he’s been a fervent bird-watcher for 40 years. Should you also put aside
your chores and watch him watch the birds watching him back?

From a warm person and flighty nature, we come to the inner sanctum of a depository
of history and talk with Prof. Xu Xiaodong (right), Associate Director of the CUHK Art
Museum. If you don’t believe those jades and ambers of yore could touch you to the core,

read her testimony in “Viva Voce’ and be convinced. '_r] I 'rl'lw

Many readers have noticed the discontinuation of the food and beverage column. Yes, for

a change, we offer dietary supplement of other kinds. In this issue, two side dishes are d" 3 r-l 51 . ) r‘-_. o rg =~
served: one an elementary crash course on the species of stocks; the other on the order and “J‘J ' 'r J“"L” J‘r ‘J‘”J 4t J‘X.r..g ':'LJ »(J) ‘J)
chaos in the translation of place names. ‘ Photo by ISO staff
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g In the past, the Chinese used rubbing techniques to make copies of calligraphy stele for promotion of the texts. This old technique will be demonstrated
in a video clip played at the exhibition of the Bei Shan Tang Legacy: Rubbings of Stone Engraving and Model Calligraphy, organized by the Art Museum
D2 F % Viva Voce in October. (p.7)
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Words from a Seasoned Bird-watcher
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Black-crowned Night Heron

Photo by Boman Ho
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nown for its green campus, CUHK does not only

fascinate with the lushness of vegetation, but also with
the great number and diverse species of birds. Birds can
be found everywhere here, if only you'd slow down and
look up from your mobile phone. Prof. Lam Chiu-ying, a
bird-watcher of over 40 years and adjunct professor of the
Department of Geography and Resource Management,
shares tips for bird-watching on campus.

Best Locations for Bird-watching

Professor Lam was president of the Hong Kong Bird
Watching Society for many years, and is now its honorary
president. As a passionate bird and bird-watching lover, he’s
travelled the world in search of birds. He said, ‘You can
watch birds everywhere on campus if you don't insist on
looking for rare species. Places with a varied ecology tend
to have a larger array of species. The best route for bird-
watching on campus begins at the University MTR Station,
and winds past the Couplet of the original Chung Chi Gate,
a cobbled path, the water gate, Lake Ad Excellentiam, to end
at the Ho Tim Building. The trees, shrubs, bushes and the
pond are home to over 20 bird species.’

So what kinds of birds? Professor Lam named a few off-hand,
‘The colourful common kingfishers love the area around
the water gate. | saw seven or eight black-crowned night
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Spotted Dove

herons standing on trees near the Yasumoto International
Academic Park. Little egrets, white wagtails, and common
magpies like to stroll on the field next to the Lingnan
Stadium. Collared crows, spotted doves, black-collared
starlings, Eurasian tree sparrows hang out near Lake Ad
Excellentiam. You can also find black kites or even crested
serpent eagles looking skyward.’

And of course, the University Library is home to Hong
Kong’s largest house swift colony. In the morning, it’s not
difficult to spot the birds feeding their young.

Autumn to Spring Best for Bird-watching

Autumn is here and so are migratory birds. Professor Lam
said the best season for bird-watching has just begun. And
apparently, the idiom ‘The early bird catches the worm’ is
true. ‘Birds look for food after sunrise. So, you can see more
birds from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. than at any other time in the day.
Evening is also suitable for bird-watching as some birds hunt
again to avoid going hungry during the long night,” he said,
‘After hunting, they stay in woods to rest. Only humans are
stupid enough to work when they are full.’

Mentality Over Perception

Professor Lam remarked that bird-watching isn’t only about
the eyes; we have to adjust our mentality in order to be
able to spot birds. ‘We have to treat birds as our friends and
equals, and thank them for allowing us to watch them.

‘We should relax while being alert, use our hearts rather
than eyes, listen for bird song and bird call, and try to detect
tiny movements of living organisms around us. Then we
should trace our observations to the birds, and finally, pick

" Black-collared Starling

White Wagtail
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Little Egret
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Common Magpie
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up our binoculars. It's wrong to use binoculars from the start
because they limit our vision.’

He added that bird-watching can be done with the
naked eye. In general, a pair of 10x magnification twin-
tube binoculars would suffice for observing the form and
behaviour of birds on campus.

Connection Between Birds and Humans

Is it true that bird-watchers should avoid colourful clothes
as bright colours scare the birds away? Professor Lam said,
‘Not exactly. That said, birds are very sensitive to movement
and flee quickly. If you wear brightly coloured clothes, they
may avoid you.” He stressed that the most important code
of bird-watching is to respect the birds.
Never disturb their activities and living
environment. Don’t attempt to clear the
barriers protecting the nests to take a
better look. ‘We should stay quiet and
leave after watching for a while. Don’t
make any noise even if you don't see
birds.’

The bird-watcher said that

his favourite activity is also extremely

veteran
rewarding. ‘Walking among greenery
is a pleasant experience that cures one
of “nature-deficit disorders”. Beginners
are not able to identify the different
species. They have to record the form and
characteristics in order to look them up in
books, before going back to watch again.
research

Repeats in observation and

Photos by Samson So
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is a process of learning that’ll lead to new discoveries.
Furthermore, one has to observe very carefully in order to
identify bird species and their characteristics. This improves
one’s observation skills, and is especially beneficial for
children.

Professor Lam’s face lights up when he’s talking about bird-
watching. It just goes to show how enjoyable the activity can
be for some. He said that bird-watching in its most sublime
form is when you and the bird stare into each other’s eyes
in mutual observation and appreciation, and when you take
yourself for a bird for a brief moment.” Obviously not easy,
but never mind. Let’s just start by admiring the beauty of the

birds on our campus. &

RRESZPARBERREBHMTE F2H (FABAE) #E

To know more birds on campus, please go to CU Tree Project
www2.cuhk.edu.hk/GreenEducation/tabid/90/Default.aspx
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Dr. Lee Woo-sing (centre), patron of
Lee Woo Sing College at CUHK, is a

senior figure in the financial sector known
for his acumen in investment. Amiably
called ‘Uncle Woo-sing’ by all, his serenity

and happiness are infectious.

‘It's very simple to be happy. Troubles
come from family, school or society every
day. It’s important not to take too much to
heart. It takes me five minutes at most to let
go.” The last is his pet saying.

A Northerner Coming South

A native of Ningbo, Zhejiang province, Dr.
Lee has not always had plain sailing. In
1950 when he was 23, he came to Hong
Kong with a small sum of money. The gold
market was so vibrant then and there was
a shortage of traders. Although he barely
spoke Cantonese, he soon became a floor
trader. ‘There was subtle discrimination
against northerners like me. My telephone
was always placed in the far corner. At that
time we had to shout and gesticulate like
mad to bid. To distinguish myself, | stuffed
my soles. | invented the high-heels in the
50s!” He said that making friends was not
easy. It takes time and sincerity to foster

relationships.

Integrity and harmony are the two
principles that Uncle Woo-sing has lived
by. They are in the motto of Lee Woo Sing
College: ‘Wisdom, Humanity, Integrity,
Harmony’. He said with pride, ‘I haven't
done anything to compromise my integrity
all through my life.” When doing business,
he chooses integrity above profit without
hesitation. ‘You have to accept it even
though you stand to lose. You shouldn’t

fuss over your personal gains.’

1 Finc s

Photo by ISO staff

He meant what he said. In the October
1987 market crash, his company went
into financial crisis. His partners wanted
to wind up the company, but he sold all
his stocks and even mortgaged his family
property to pay off the company debts. ‘I
took it upon myself. If it worked out, the
company was saved. If it didn't, it’s on me,’
said he nonchalantly. But we know this is

easier said than done.

Self-made but Committed to
Education

Uncle Woo-sing was born to a middle-
class family, which ran a shipping business
in Suzhou and Hangzhou. But the family
fortune waned after the outbreak of war.
He had to drop out of school and started
working as an apprentice at a bank in
Shanghai at the age of 14. But education
has always been in his mind and he sees
supporting education as the best way
to give back to society. ‘Whenever | had
some spare money, |'d donate it to support
education.” It is widely known that the
founder of Lee Woo Sing College is his
brother Dr. Li Wo-hing. The Li Foundation
(Bing Hua Tang) made a generous donation
of HK$150 million to CUHK in 2007 to
establish the College, which was named
after his older brother to show Dr. Li Wo-

hing’s admiration and respect.

Uncle Woo-sing’s life goals are to fulfill
his potential, look after his family and give
back to society. He sees the family as the
foundation of society. He himself is the

foundation of the Lee family.

Ms. Li Tak-tai Leada (left), a member of
the College’s Committee of Overseers,
is a niece of Dr. Lee Woo-sing. She was



raised in a family which treats traditional Chinese virtues
seriously: respect the old, love the young, work hard and
do good. ‘My father is 20 years younger than my uncle
and so respects him like a son does his father. My uncle
has been taking care of every member of the family. He

was the first one to come to Hong Kong. It was never easy

struggling alone for a living, but even in his most difficult
times his family in Shanghai was never far from his heart.
He eventually helped them come to Hong Kong.’

Ms. Li is the director of a listed company, but she spares
her time to serve the educational initiatives supported
by her family. She interpreted the notion of harmony
advocated by Lee Woo Sing College this way: ‘Innovation
and skepticism are necessary for development and
advancement. Harmony does not mean silent conformity.
It means respecting others’ views while voicing one’s own.’
The many lectures, high-tables and sharing sessions at the
College all aim at instilling in the students some civic sense
and skills.

Three Generations, One Loyalty

Miss Victoria Katie Lee (previous page, right), or Vicky
as we call her, is Uncle Woo-sing’s granddaughter. She
wears a broad smile typical of the Lees. She did not go
abroad after graduating from an international high school.
‘I have grown up with my grandparents to be very close to
them. I think staying around them is the right thing to do,
whereas studying here or overseas doesn’t make much of a
difference.” Her aunt Leada believes she must have at one
point thought about studying overseas but had given her

priority to family. ‘That is our family value,” she said.

So Vicky entered CUHK'’s School of Business. She
graduated last December and now works at a medical
equipment company. Supporting her family’s initiative
and identifying with the College’s philosophy, she joined
Lee Woo Sing College as a non-residential member, and
made friends with many open-minded and easygoing
students there. She hopes to see the College organize
more activities to enhance teacher-student interactions
as well as the integration of international and local

students.

Hearing his granddaughter talk about her college life, Uncle
Woo-sing feigned displeasure that she had done little to
plant the seed of ‘harmony’ among her friends at College.
Vicky gently explained, ‘Young people tend to think and
learn about the world in their own ways. Something will
become acceptable only when a certain stage is reached

or with experience gained.’

Having spent most of his life in Hong Kong, Uncle Woo-
sing feels deeply for the territory. He likes to see everyone
work in harmony for a better collective future. Talking
about how sad he felt about the harmony in society being
disrupted, tears swelled in his eyes. But the uncle to
everyone regained composure in no time. ‘It's OK. I'll be

happy again in five minutes, when it’s time for lunch.’ &
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Promoting Women'’s Health in Qinghai
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This summer, the University’s 1*CARE Wu Zhi Qiao Team, comprising seven students,
co-operated with Tsinghua University and Chongging University to complete a bridge-
building and community improvement project in Xingguang Village in Chongging, an
underprivileged rural village in mainland China. Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung, Vice-Chancellor of
CUHK, also joined the trip. The project was sponsored by the Wharf (Holdings) Limited.

Before starting the construction work, the CUHK team conducted site visits in the village
in August 2014 and March 2015 for a better understanding of the villagers’ needs. During
the nine-day trip, the team built a footbridge and two water tanks, securing the safety
of the children when going to school in bad weather and the supply of clean water for
close to 400 villagers. The team also carried out facilities renovation and health education
promotion in the village to improve their living conditions.

RN EEAR - B IT T E X B dh i 2k SR AR B A A AT B EER BB T %
TET=ENRGEXER RS RREHEBE WARSHRELER - FRAFEIHEREE
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The Collaborating Centre for Oxford University and CUHK for Disaster and Medical
Humanitarian Response (CCOUC) conducted health education programme for girls at
boarding schools in Yushu Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai Province, one of the
poorest regions in China, from 16 to 21 August.

Women and girls’ health in remote rural areas of Yushu Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture is
inadequately addressed primarily due to a lack of knowledge and expertise. Since 2013,
CCOUC began a health programme there.

During the visit, the CCOUC team delivered menstrual health education talks and women
hygiene kits to 120 Tibetan girls aged 10 to 13 years at two boarding schools located in
the remote Yege Township and Qumahe Township, Qumalai County. CCOUC plans to
return to Qinghai in the near future to continue with this evidence-based programme and
strengthen the necessary health education.
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Contrary to the ordinary English meaning, shares issued by

a public company for the purpose of financing can only be
traded but not shared.

What members of the public can buy and sell at the
stock exchange are ordinary shares of a company. Such
shareholders enjoy the right to vote at the shareholders’
meetings and may receive dividends if the company turns
a profit in a given period of time.

Major shareholders of the company or institutional
investors may be issued preference shares. Holders of
preference shares are guaranteed fixed dividend payments
but enjoy no voting right.

Beginners may find the several species of Chinese company
stocks confusing. A-shares are offered to mainlanders
at the stock exchanges in Shanghai and Shenzhen. The
currency of transaction is renminbi. B-shares are traded
in Shanghai in US dollar and in Shenzhen in Hong Kong
dollar. They are opened to non-Chinese investors. But
since many Chinese enterprises have come to Hong Kong
directly for initial public offering (IPO) and issued H-shares
(H for Hong Kong), the attraction of B-shares for non-
mainlanders has become increasingly less.

Shares issued by Chinese companies listed in New
York and Singapore are called N-shares and S-shares,
respectively. Generally, N- and S-shares cannot be traded
in Hong Kong.

As in any ecology, some species are bigger and more
thriving than others. Those at the top of the stock chain are
known as bellwethers or barometer stocks. They are the
leaders in their respective sectors or industries and taken
to indicate the trends or directions of the market.

The word was derived from bellewether, the practice of
putting a bell around the neck of a sheep leading the rest
of the flock. In matters of investing in stocks, a little herd
mentality is perhaps inevitable. But small investors should
really take heed of the Latin dictum, caveat emptor (buyers
beware), to avoid ending up in the slaughterhouse.
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BN RERE ZINEBXTEMRA - 148 Massachusetts #Y
IEAEFLWEHEFAEMN  BBEEUME  FTAMIT —
BIBAMAET 2 - PR A LREHES - §EH
Histate (M) ;EAE  FIINBRINFEBRTH (HFEEAM
HiE) B 5t #§ Massachusetts ;2 AMP R B T4E - B
KEAFEERES (ERETH )  bBEBAE[FE] -
AIRER Bt [ SRAEE AN A (g -
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PREZFTERECRKE
Investment Returns of Staff Superannuation Scheme

8.2015 1.9.2014-31.8.2015
£& REEREE | EIEDE | AEEREE | EEOR
Fund Unaudited = Benchmark = Unaudited = Benchmark
Return Return
e
Growth —7.75% —7.46% ~4.80% ~7.03%
Ko -6.58% -5.55% —2.50% -6.93%
Balanced : - - .
ﬁfbm —2.87% —219% -3.95% ~7.33%
\Q%J’L;ETF%

Ek Eﬂéuity ~11.92% ~11.43% -10.94% -10.75%
BEREH
HK Indesxclinked ~11.44% -11.82% ~9.35% -9.59%
AS0FREIFE 81
A50 Ghina Tracker -15.79% ~12.36% 25.32% 35.49%
BITIRITIER
HKD Bank Deposit 0.06% 0.004% 1.03% 0.04%
EIUIR TR
USD Bank Deposit* 0.03% -0.017% 0.93% 0.09%
AR
AUD Bank Deposit -3.05% -3.13% ~22.00% —24.52%
B TIRTTIE R
EUR Bank Deposit* 1.50% 1.47% -14.98% ~14.88%
ANREESRITIE R
RMB Bank Deposit* —2.47% -2.64% -0.22% -1.46%

BIEEBIEFE2H - www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/chi/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html
For MPF Scheme performance, please refer to:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/eng/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html

* BEREERORC EEARHRAZ EXZE) -

Both actual and benchmark returns include foreign currency exchange difference for the month.

HHE LB EETE (1995) — R EGRS
Staff Superannuation Scheme (1995)—Investment Forum
SR LHM0A16 R19ABRITIREBME - BN T

Two investment forum sessions are scheduled for 16 and 19 October. Details are as follows:

16.10.2015 (EH#IF Friday) 12:30 p.m.—2:00 p.m. ZIKEE2%5EEEELT2, Lee Shau Kee Bldg.

s EEBREES e RAEREEEBREBBRATF
Hong Kong Equity Funds Amundi Hong Kong Limited
s FBEHESD s JFEEEBEARRAR
Hong Kong Index-linked Fund JF Asset Management Limited
* ASOHBIFEBES
A50 China Tracker Fund
 IBEED
Stable Fund
 WRHES o JFEEEEHR AR JF Asset Management Limited

Growth Funds * SBIEER AR AR Invesco Hong Kong Limited

19.10.2015 (£ H#I—Monday) 12:30 p.m.-2:00 p.m. ZJKE#E25EEHRELT2, Lee Shau Kee Bldg.
o TEHRS e FEEBEER (TM) BRAF

Balanced Funds Baring Asset Management (Asia) Limited
BEES o FEEEEE RCM Asia Pacific Limited

Stable Funds BEES (BB) ARAR
FIL Investment Management (Hong Kong) Limited

IEREEREERE (F8) ARAR
Schroder Investment Management (Hong Kong) Limited

s EEBRFEES
Hong Kong Equity Fund

EBEHE -BENEBRIERE -2IMERUTRPBEAE (www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/
eng/index.html) T - BB REFT ERAESHERE 3943 7236/7244 ¢

Light lunch will be provided. Your attendance at the forum is highly recommended. The
enrolment form can be downloaded from the Bursary website (www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/

eng/index.html). For enquiries, please contact the Payroll and Superannuation Unit at
3943 7236/7244.

uBuddies 2015 3% A IR #%
uBuddies 2015 in Action

BASHRELHENERAKRINTARAEHEHE S EERREENREUE 57
BRHALNARAEARBANS D BRENFRELENERES ARKENERNES -

FENER uBuddies REHBETBAYFEEI TEREZSIZ I SREALEHER
MBEHERSMERRE TESEEETETHEER - MMITRNELEMG AES
REFIR HEERBFIES) - % 1B uBuddies E-box (ubuddies@cuhk.edu.hk) ELAFLAE
GERIEHRETE-

F—EMNPREREENBETHNEHRE 1B httos://www.cuhk.edu.hk/osa/scds
B FEEE 3943 1804 BT/ AL

In order to promote a caring and supportive culture on campus, the Student Counselling
and Development Service of the Office of Student Affairs established the ‘uBuddies’ Peer
Counselling Network. The project is aimed at nurturing carefully selected non-final-year
undergraduate students to serve as peer counsellors who can share their experiences and
wisdom with fellow students.

The latest batch, uBuddies’ 15, have completed systematic training in peer counselling skills
and mental health first aid as well as practised under supervision in the past six months.
With the commencement of the new academic year, they have also been providing various
peer support services and activities for the benefit of the student community, as well as
managing the uBuddies E-box (ubuddies@cuhk.edu.hk).

The seventh batch of ‘uBuddies’ is now open for recruitment. Details are available at
https://lwww.cuhk.edu.hk/osa/scds. For enquiries, please contact Ms. Kong at 3943 1804.

B EEREIF B AR

United College Distinguished Visiting Scholar Lectures

B 5 BB E BN RSB A D AR E EHIR IS X% EEZF2015-16FF
FIFHBEEEBAGER WA RBFERS AMBE BOERATHE FEHT:

Prof. Inez Yau-sheung Fung, Professor of Atmospheric Science, University of California,

Berkeley, will visit United College as its 2015-16 Distinguished Visiting Scholar. Professor
Fung will deliver two public lectures as follows:

#H Topic BHA Date BERS Time | #2225 Venue
“RALIRAE Y £ REETER | 15.10.2015 FEA BB E 1 5708 B8R
CO, Life Fantastic: the Globall £ HAPY Thursday LT1, Yasumoto International
Carbon Cycle 4:30 p.m. | Academic Park

=k RV ERR (3 20.10.2015 IREIETIREAE

Plants, Water and Climate £ 8= Tuesday LT7, Lee Shau Kee Bldg.

B BAFEEMEAE (3943 7598) sii5/)ME (3943 7455)
For further information, please contact Mr. George Lam at 3943 7598 or Ms. Amy Yeung
at 3943 7455 of the Dean of Students’ Office.

XHIERE

Art Museum Exhibition

TS Eg g RS

The Bei Shan Tang Legacy: Rubbings of Stone Engraving and Model Calligraphy
HHf Date:17.10.2015-31.1.2016

#0128 Venue : XXHIEE B BE| Gallery |, Art Museum

s MG AT 2 EETREBAFLERENEE  HKBREARSNEA Z2F
EXTEENHE -HIMATEAFH TEENELEN ERFESERK RERFKN
RI5 - BAXCEMERE

MERILLEHITOFRESBEXMEIHR —_FTENTHER BARE T HER B
“HHRREER BRERE(EAR) (EREEER) RA O ) RNASRE
NETE (BERERA) - RAKS CRAEW) (RBCERA) F - REHEIL ERIAHD
SR RE B

In Chinese, the term beitie combines stele (bei) and model calligraphy (tie), generally
referring to the extant works of ancient calligraphers. Such works are often collected by
connoisseurs, and as exemplary models of the written script, they are studied and imitated
by later generations. They are important vehicles of Chinese calligraphy. Not only are steles
and model calligraphies embedded with rich historical information, but they also carry
artistic and cultural value by preserving the masterpieces of the past ages.

Since 1970s, the Bei Shan Tang has donated about 2,090 pieces of ink rubbings to the Art
Museum. This exhibition features 70 exquisite specimens from the collection, 20 of which
are notable ink rubbings dated from the Song dynasty, including such unique copies as the
Eastern Han's Stele for Xia Cheng (once in the collection of Hua Xia’s True Connoisseurship
Studio, Zhenshangzhai), Wang Xizhi’s works featured in the Quanzhou version of the
Song-engraved Model Calligraphies from the Chunhua era (Chunhua ge tie, juan 6-8,
once in the collection of Lu Gong) and the Song-carved Model Calligraphies of Yingguang
Hall (Yingguangtang tie) of Mi Fu (once in the collection of Xu Weiren). The exhibition will
also show video to demonstrate the techniques of rubbing.

464 « 4.10.2015
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Associate Director, Art Musuem
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£= % Viva Voce

When did you decide to study ancient artefacts?

I majored in Chinese literature as an undergraduate. After
graduation | became an editor at Beijing’s Cultural Relics Press.
During those nine years, | gained a preliminary understanding
of ancient relics and archaeology. Then | joined the Department
of Fine Arts at CUHK to further my studies in ancient Chinese
art history; | also worked at the Art Museum. That was when
| found my career. One of the most fortunate things in life
happens when one can integrate work and interest.

Why did you choose to pursue further studies at CUHK?
Back then art history was not yet a professional discipline in
mainland universities, but it was already a forte of the CUHK
Department of Fine Arts, with the internationally renowned
Prof. Jao Tsung-l and Prof. Harold Mok Ka-leung, famous
in painting and calligraphy studies. Not to mention the
archaeology expert, Prof. Tang Chung of the Centre for Chinese
Archaeology and Art, and the ceramics specialist and Art
Museum Director Prof. Peter Lam. The star-studded line-up
was very attractive. Just when | was finishing my MPhil in 2001,
Prof. Jenny So joined the University and | had the good fortune
to be her first doctoral student, specializing in artefact studies.

How did working at Beijing’s Palace Museum enrich
your experience?

As a post-doctoral researcher at the Art Museum, | was
involved in then director Prof. Peter Lam’s ancient Chinese
goldware research. | compiled a catalogue and helped to
coordinate the exhibition. Thanks to this experience, | was later
recruited by the Palace Museum, and was responsible for the
management, research and exhibition of goldware and jade.
The Palace Museum has a massive and wide-ranging collection
of ancient, particularly Qing and Ming, relics and historical
texts. | was in charge of over 30,000 pieces of jade and gold
relics. From 2011, | was tasked with designing the content of
the new showcase at the Palace Museum’s Treasures Gallery.
This gave me exposure to artefacts other than jade and gold,
from which | had to select the most prized gems for exhibition.
It also allowed me to have more interaction with museums and
academic institutions worldwide. This expanded my vision and
enabled me to study Chinese artefacts in a broader historical
and cultural context.

What is the Art Museum’s positioning, as far as collection
building goes?

The Art Museum’s collections come mainly from donations.
The research interests of generation of directors have also

Photo by ISO staff

built up the respective holdings, making ours a rich and
unique collection. We are strong in paintings and calligraphy
of the Lingnan School, epigraphy and model calligraphy, and
pottery. We will strengthen our current collections while
developing and enhancing areas related to local culture and
history, such as export artefacts from South China during the

Qing dynasty.

Have high auction prices of artefacts affected the
collection in recent years?

University museums like the CUHK Art Museum have limited
acquisition budgets of course. But our targets are items with
historic and cultural research value that are beneficial for
teaching, not
Certain inconspicuous and inexpensive artefacts have great
research value.

necessarily exorbitantly-priced collectibles.

Have you ever felt deeply moved by the ancient jades
and ambers that pass through your hands?

Very often. It’s an indescribable feeling. You’ll stare at them for
a long time, not wanting to move; or hold them in your palms
caressing. Everything else around you falls away and you're
transported to that faraway era, and you can feel the people
and their sentiments.

What are the museum’s directions in education and
promotion?

The Art Museum has always strived to promote art and culture
to young people and the general public by highlighting the
connections between antiquity and modernity, encouraging
participation, and drawing the public closer to the exhibits. For
example, to complement the calligraphy and zisha exhibition,
we designed a calligraphy, seal-cutting and pottery making
workshop. The soon-to-launch rubbing and Mughal Empire
jade exhibition will feature rubbing trials and drawing of gold
and gem-stone mosaics on glass. The exhibition on ancient
Chinese gold craftsmanship will see master craftsmen from our
sponsor, Chow Tai Fook Jewellery, reenacting ancient crafting
procedures with knowledge gleaned from our research, to
create gold ornaments that will be exhibited alongside the
relics.

In recent vyears, the Art Museum has strengthened
collaborations with the Departments of History, Chinese, and
Anthropology, lending artefacts for their teaching and research
purposes. In the long run, we hope to develop teaching,
research and exhibition partnerships with other departments

and Faculties at CUHK. &

A BEBPXAERENE LR A LR - 275 3 H R As &R www.iso.cuhk.edu.hk/chinese/newsletter/>

The CUHK Newsletter is published by the Information Services Office, CUHK, on a fortnightly basis. Submission guidelines and deadlines can be found at

www.iso.cuhk.edu.hk/english/newsletter/.

464 « 4.10.2015




