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Editorially Speaking

The following exchange could have taken place when Margaret Mead meets Albert Einstein:
Mead: ‘T have married three times, and fallen in love with many others.’
Einstein: “Whatever it is that made you fall in love, it is not gravitation.’

In this issue we get a glimpse of the two distinguished programmes of anthropology and physics
at CUHK. Mead, whose achievements and influence went way beyond her anthropological works
at Samoa and New Guinea, should nod approvingly if she sees what the teachers and students of
anthropology at CUHK are doing. We hear from department chairman Prof. Gordon Mathews
and some of the students on their thyme and reasons for engaging in anthropological studies.
Einstein knew better than believing that physical forces rule everything on earth. He did not
believe God plays dice, either. Neither does Prof. Dickon Ng (photo), chairman of the physics
department. We will hear him out on what makes Physics@ CUHK strong and unique, why he
appeared on TV to expound on physical phenomena and ultimately his view of the best thing
in life.

Fine folks bring fine things to other people’s lives. We pay tribute to Mr. Edwin Mok and
Mrs. Joy Chung of the E&R Foundation and hear their fine deeds of bringing fine music to
young people in Hong Kong and how they embrace [*CARE like an old friend.
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Enriching our Education with Anthropology
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Prof. Gordon Mathews

he plight of Syrian refugees in Europe shows how
Teasily ethnicity and religion can become deep-running
political fault lines. In a world rife with ethnic tensions,
of which Hong Kong has its own share, there is a real
need to assign more importance to cultural awareness in
education. The mention of culture naturally takes us to
anthropology, and the Newsletter talked to Prof. Gordon
Mathews, head of the Department of Anthropology, and
its students on the role of anthropological training in their
personal growth.

Etymologically, the word ‘anthropology’ can be traced to
the Greek word ‘anthropos’, meaning humans. The main
thrust of anthropological enquiry is the search for the
many facets of human experience. The fact that many
human cultures have existed across time and space makes
futile any attempt to come up with a definitive description
of humanness, and that explains the untenability of
categorical cultural stereotypes. One reason why cultures
are difficult to define is that they are mixed with many
other variables, as pointed out by Professor Mathews.

‘The role of anthropology is to show the complexity of
culture; culture interweaves with biology, environment,
economics, religion, political structures and so on.
Commenting on the characteristics of anthropology,
Professor Mathews stressed the pivotal role played by
ethnography and participant observation, a research
method commonly employed by anthropologists and

ethnographers.

Both anthropology and participant observation are made
famous by the many classic ethnographies on ethnic groups
in off-the-beaten-track places such as the Amazonian
rainforests and the African bush. The typical anthropologist
in popular culture is one who, in khaki outfit, is engrossed
in note-taking or interviewing. As a side note, there are
even khaki jackets marketed as ‘anthropology jackets’.

Studying the modern world and re-examining one’s own
community are also within the ambit of anthropological
research. Professor Mathews has written books about
Chungking Mansions and about meanings of life in Japan,
among other subjects; his colleagues have written books
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In the 2014 annual field trip, the staff and students of the department visited Doulan in Taitung,
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The field trip group participates in the procession of Our Lady of the Poor organized by the Doulan

Catholic Church

Taiwan. This photo was taken in a farewell party for the students with the host explaining about the
traditional food and culinary practices of the Amis, an indigenous people of Taiwan

about topics as diverse as Filipina entertainers in Korea
and the politics and ethics of childrearing in China today.
While the subject matters of their studies may differ,
contemporary anthropologists share their predecessors’
goal of giving ordinary people, very often the marginalized,

a voice.

CUHK
anthropology department of their own—CUHK is the only

students are indeed fortunate to have an
local university that runs an anthropology department.
Established in 1980, the department today is a close-knit
community of 10 full-time academic staff and 191 students,

among them 79 postgraduate students.

Anthropology provides a vehicle for examining the many
facets of life, which range from gender, religion, language,
politics, economics, food, medicine, and material culture
to rituals and symbols. For that reason, anthropology has

much to offer to a broad education.

In the words of Liu Shuman,
MPhil
‘anthropology gives us a chance

a second-year student,
to intellectually transcend the very
life we are born into.” Intrigued
by the popularity of long-distance
cycling between Sichuan and
Tibet,

fieldwork in the area, and during

Shuman embarked on

472
Liu Shuman

the three-month period cycled
with a team of cyclists to Lhasa.
That experience has proved invaluable to her research, and
helped her realize how people are able to find meaning in

a seemingly mundane life.

Shuman’s emphasis on fieldwork is shared by David Tong,
formerly an undergraduate and currently an MPhil student
of the department. His MPhil thesis focuses on insomnia
in Hong Kong, in particular the impact of modern life
on our idea about insomnia. His fieldwork took him to a
sleep outpatient clinic in a local hospital where he worked
with medical specialists and interviewed people having

difficulty falling asleep.

HEE - NEEREENE (201445512 A858)

Source: The blog of the anthropology department, 5 December 2014.

(www.anthrocuhk.blogspot.hk/2014/12/event-summer-field-trip-to-doulan-and.html)
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David Tong

When asked what it was in anthropology that most
interested him, he said its interdisciplinary nature was

most appealing.

‘As a student with a science background, | appreciate the
opportunity to review what | learnt through a different
perspective. Anthropology makes me a more observant
and broad-minded person. The soft skills | have learnt are

definitely useful for my future development,” he said.

The soft skills mentioned by David—respect for other
skills, and

analysis and presentation of data—are part of an all-round

cultures, communication the collection,
education essential for both academic and professional
development. Cecilia Tsui, a CUHK alumna, can vouch
for the benefit of anthropological training to her work as
the administrator of an NGO promoting multiculturalism

in Kwai Chung.

‘My role is to help the locals and ethnic minorities living
in this neighbourhood, mostly Pakistanis, to understand
each other better. | avoid judging unfamiliar behaviour,
recalling what | learnt in my anthropology lessons. | also
act as a mediator between South Asian residents and social

workers or government officials in their dealings.’

Cultural diversity does not gain much currency in
Hong Kong, although we know full well the possible
consequences of discrimination or even bigotry based on
ethnicity. In spite of the odds facing her, Cecilia is glad to
note that after two years of work, the locals are beginning
to bear fewer grudges against their Pakistani neighbours.

Cecilia’s rewarding career shows that a background in
anthropology is an asset for young people who wish to
work in the public sector. On top of NGOs, anthropology
graduates also found employment in research, teaching
and administration, the hospitality industry, finance and

banking, publishing, engineering, etc.

One of the basic tenets of anthropology is embracing
diversity, a value of prime importance to a world where
new technologies are liberating peoples from the
boundaries of space but not the bridging of differences.
Perhaps to really surmount the hurdles on the way to
meaningful communication, there is almost nothing more
effective than gaining first-hand experience or talking face-

to-face. The only thing is you probably don’t have to wear

a khaki shirt now; the passion to reach out is still a must
though. &

HHH (F=)
Cecilia Tsui (2nd right)

467 « 19.11.2015



Feature

Lo B — S R B
Dedication Makes Success: Mr. Edwin Mok and Mrs. Joy Chung §

4

B -BREFAKSEEN_FL22BE BN+
=% ME—SENHWER [SLEEH ]| - FLFHELR
FoundationE R K& # - A RKEME R T8I EFO A
=tH&T-

5\%%&%7&%%%10artﬁ@mmﬁ»5//1\53 5
\

E&R FoundationEAR—IEE HTIERENEFTLNETLF
EERIEHINZN R SEIMARERRZNERNES
BEENBET D MEREZIAZERNERMLE  Kig
HIFfEESR2BY AR A MRAEENAREKE
ik E  IBR B CEESIE -

EIERER | RRNE 2% 85 K& BENEN
WELEIRNELF ATEL RBEXLE -PARE
BENRA A BEES T RHNFRIERINR I E
B-EEMF: [BESRMMARENZRMBANTE 52
BUOAWED RAFTABRE - L PR IE SR ELEN
BT RLEMRE -]

FERETRIAEEHS MARRERARE HERRHE
IR ES BEZIFENER PATLABLE TR
BRRERARLESN A EEHANSER E<&
FEAAZ -REATDENSES BHEERLS PN

HRRRERABERTRNER=M METERFAKT

REARIOABEZ & BHERRE L BEAFLRSL
£ 2ERNERL AXTEEFER KERBHERE
R - EEEME A BETE —FRETERR
BIVERY/ NG GBS ZRBEEL) B bR MSIEBE
RratEle

RETBEBR 1REASR: [REBRBERREETA
BEXAZBRE SH RENDE BREABIERRE2AH
B BEEANREES AIREMNN £ERREIMEEENEE
FERZRBHLENHE - RANEARLEEERE  BEHM
AN EHBH TRE  EEERFEITIRT  MRE
MER - E LR BRI AIE 2R

BEACTESHELT REANGR [BRER | NEE
BB - ERME-RMPAREE BRTHRE BRFEASE
UL BRI B R o [HRIRMIB R ER AR
HENES h@BRREEE WM @ TREEAT )
BRHAT—R B REHRR B LR ZARE
RO/ N IR T IRV ARES Y BMES BT A
HR5ESE

ERLEREEYTIVER HATEEET - R RZTH
MEEX  BARAMLE BIIAL - RAEMEOLE R
VREREXERER [ARE2EDNIBEFEIHE
B ERE: ZENERMML  BRH  EEEKBELX
FRAH BHEBMENKE S HED - | BannfyEE
MEA—IREERGED REERGEAL | BF8EY
BEME RE DR BCAUNEEEERGEE A B
B BZFNER- [BEAANEREEZ D A AERACH
NE - HMBIREERE  RRE MRS BRIAIAR
BENHEHHEE RAERBFEFRL BENT

[F8EM | RBEH RSRLRE ) FTEM— 5
B BMEHPARBERTAR  #ARBRFEKT BXRED
SRIMELE B A BB - M PIFTR - LEAL Egi
Bif - EPUE EREFVEB M EXFHIRBFIAKIIH
BE-

467 « 19.11.2015

Tl W |
- ‘
'\\“'Ml {
- 1‘

4

m,.‘

W
Y "i \"nltl‘

[F4ism ] WMl EG R ALERE () PREEFFHRTIT 4

Photo by ISO staff

Joy Chung (right) and Edwin Mok, principal patrons of Music Picnic, are both music lovers

n the afternoon of 10 October, 200 school-children from

Tai Po, Sha Tin, Ma On Shan, Tsing Yi, and Sham Shui Po,
and 80 guests settled into their seats at the Lecture Theatre at
Shaw College. They were there for Music Picnic, a fundraising
show co-organized by the E&R Foundation and CUHK. The
event raised close to HK$350,000 for the University’s 1*CARE
Programme.

One of the main activities of the E&R Foundation is supporting
teenage music learners to go on exchange overseas in the
summer. Its founder Mr. Edwin Mok, a lawyer, laments that
despite the large number of music learners in Hong Kong,
many are obsessed with grade exams and competitions, and
overlook the essence of what music is about. In an attempt
to remedy this, he provides them with opportunities to hone
musical skills and stage charitable public performances.

In  Music Picnic, performances featuring the piano,
strings, harp, flute, and opera singing were given by young
homegrown musicians, including secondary students,
university graduates, as well as current CUHK students and
alumni. Some performances were given by young musicians
supported by the foundation and by related groups. Mr. Mok
said, ‘Concerts are the platforms where they demonstrate their
artistic talents and inspire others. With sponsorship from well-
wishers, we can invite children who might otherwise have
little opportunities to attend a performance of this kind for
free.!

During the harp performance, the children were awed by the
massive size of the instrument and captivated by its ethereal
sounds. Their excitement was palpable. When CUHK student
Mr. Perry Lau asked the audience to pick five notes for him to
compose a tune with, then played it on the piano, the children
were thrilled by his improvisation. The 90-minute concert
featuring Chinese and Western songs of different eras enabled
the audience’s imagination to take flight and broadened their
cultural horizons.

Although Mr. Edwin Mok had received a Western education,
he and his brothers learned the Chinese classics from a
private tutor on weekends when young. He follows traditional
Chinese beliefs about self-cultivation, harmonious family
relationships, and philanthropy faithfully. This was the second
time he supported the [*CARE Programme. Three years ago
when his son James Mok launched his novel The Challenge,
they donated all the proceeds of the launch event to the
I*CARE Programme.

Why the 1*CARE Programme? He said, ‘| remember a speech
in which Prof. Joseph }.Y. Sung encouraged CUHK graduates
to live a simple life, a noble life, and a humble life. The [«CARE

Programme is aimed at facilitating whole-person education,
with emphasis on integrity and moral development, creativity
and intellectual development, appreciation of life and
aesthetic development, and engagement in social services.
Mrs. Chung and | are Christians. We believe everything we
have is God’s gift and, therefore, not a reason for singing our
own praises. We should maintain integrity, and shouldn’t let
ourselves be dominated by earthly desires. These are in line
with the ideas of [*CARE.’

Mrs. Joy Chung, a close friend of Mr. Mok’s, is the principal
patron of Music Picnic. This was the first collaboration
between her and CUHK. Besides giving monetary support,
she and members of her Bible study group formed a choir and
went on stage. ‘I told the choir members that we’re doing this
to support university education, and it would benefit many
school children. They all jumped at the opportunity.” On the
day before the show, nine choir members and their instructor
Mr. Jimmy Chan rehearsed for almost two hours in the lecture
theatre. Not only did they pay attention to singing techniques,
they also scrutinized their stage presentation and movements,
striving for perfection.

Mrs. Chung has provided financial support to many different
projects through organizing fundraising concerts. She
believes that the power and beauty of music can develop
moral character and touch people’s hearts. She lives up to
the Biblical teaching of ‘it is more blessed to give than to
receive’. ‘I'm blessed to have the chance to participate in an
I*CARE Programme activity. I'm grateful to our teacher for
his patience and tolerance. I'm moved by the Bible study
group’s wholehearted support for and dedication to singing
of the Lord’s great love.” It’s like the lyrics of a song they sang:
‘The long road is there for distant places. The rainy season
is there for Mother Earth.” Everything is there for a purpose.
The singers have been contemplating what they could offer to
their loved ones, friends, children and parents. ‘Everyone can
contribute in their way no matter how little they have. We're
not professional singers, but we are passionately devoted. The
thought that we were contributing to the education of the
young was what kept us going with enthusiasm,” she said.

The planning and preparation of Music Picnic was carried out
by CUHK student volunteers, who also handled stage lighting,
sound and logistic support. Although their performance was
not on a par with that by professionals, their commitment
received high praise from the two patrons. As they said,
dedication brings perfection. This quality was also the key
to the success of the fundraising event and the projects it
supported. &
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Strategic Planning Forum
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To draft the University’s new Strategic Plan 2016-2020,
seven forums were held from mid April to May as the first
round of consultations. Views from staff, students and

other stakeholders were collected.

The second round of consultations was held on 9 and
10 November. Two forums, one focusing on ‘Education
& Research’, and the other on ‘Resources, Engagement
& Infrastructure’, were hosted by Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung,
Vice-Chancellor; Prof. Benjamin W. Wah (standing),

Provost; Prof. Michael K.M. Hui, Prof. Fok Tai-fai, Prof. Fanny M.C. Cheung, and Prof. Poon Wai-yin, Pro-Vice-Chancellors; and Prof. Fung Tung, Associate Vice-President. Close to

a hundred staff attended the forum and expressed their opinion. An online feedback form is available (https:/cloud.itsc.cuhk.edu.hk/webform/view.php?id=1183238) for those who

are not able to attend the above forums and for those who wish to express their opinions afterwards.
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The Second Lee Quo Wei CUHK Golden Jubilee Scholarship Presentation Ceremony
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The second Lee Quo Wei CUHK Golden Jubilee Scholarship Presentation Ceremony was
held on 24 September, officiated by Mr. Thomas C.B. Liang (front row, 5th left), Chief

Executive of the Wei Lun Foundation, and Prof. Fok Tai-fai (front row, 6th left), Pro-Vice-
Chancellor. Members of the advisory committee for the Lee Quo Wei CUHK Golden
Jubilee Scholarship Endowment Fund also attended the event.

Professor Fok and Mr. Tipoe Timothy Liong, representative of scholarship recipients,
expressed their deepest gratitude to the Lee Family and the Wei Lun Foundation for their
staunch support to the University, and encouraged recipients to continue to strive to excel.

Under the supervision of the advisory committee, the second batch of scholarships has
been disbursed in the academic year of 2014-15 to a total of 38 outstanding students,
among which are mainland students, law students, medical students, and students going
on exchange.
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Christie’s Chairman on International Art Market
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The Global Leader Series, organized by the Alumni and Corporate Affairs Office of the Business
School, was held on 6 October at the New World Millennium Hong Kong Hotel. Mr. Frangois Curiel
(photo), Chairman of Christie’s Asia Pacific, shared his insights into the international art market, and
analysed how artistic tastes have shifted from traditional to contemporary. Mr. Curiel particularly
highlighted the evolution of the Asian art market and the growing trends of the Chinese market.
This event was hosted by Prof. Benjamin W. Wah, Provost, Prof. Michael Hui, Pro-Vice-Chancellor,
and Prof. Kalok Chan, Dean of Business School, attracted an audience of nearly 300 attendees from
academic, business and diplomatic sectors.

The next instalment of Global Leader Series will be held on 24 November at the Regal Hongkong
Hotel. Mr. Jean-Pascal Tricoire, international energy management expert and the Chairman & CEO
of the Fortune Global 500 Schneider Electric will deliver a talk entitled ‘The New World of Energy:
digital, local, consumer focused and more sustainable’. Registration is now open. For details, please
visit the Business School’s alumni website at http:/alumni.bschool.cuhk.edu.hk.
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CUHK Athletes Excel in Nationwide Competitions
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Financial Subsidy for Hosting of International
Conferences at CUHK
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To encourage academic and research units to host international conferences,
a new Academic and Professional Conference Fund has been set up by the
University to provide financial subsidy to defray part of the logistical expenses.

Academic and research units which have subscribed to the International Events
Management Service provided by the Office of Academic Links (OAL) will
receive a financial subsidy of 50% of the service fee (capped at HK$20,000).
The financial support can be used to cover logistical expenses such as rental for
on-campus venues and AV equipment; on-campus Wi-Fi; catering; production
of conference website, registration system, promotional and printing materials,
and conference items and giveaways; transportation; and exhibition (poster/
booth), etc. The subsidy will be provided on a first come, first served basis. For
details, please visit www.oal.cuhk.edu.hk/intevents/fund.

About the International Events Management Service

The International Events Team at OAL provides fee-based events management
and consultancy services to assist academic and research units in planning and
organizing conferences on campus. Academic and research units which are
considering to host international events are welcome to contact OAL and visit
www.oal.cuhk.edu.hk/intevents.
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The University athlete team took part in the 15th National University Athletic
Championship at Guilin, Guangxi from 20 to 24 July. The event attracted more than 1,500
athletes from over 150 tertiary institutions from all over China, Hong Kong, and Macau.
Chan Yin-kwan Serena (Year 3, English) (above, 2nd left) clinched the gold medal in
Women'’s Grade B 100m.
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The University rowing team competed against 13 tertiary institutions in the 1st All China
Universities Rowing Champion 2015 held in Beijing from 16 to 19 September. The

women'’s team won the champion in Women’s 8Cox (below), and the men’s team came
5th in Men’s 8cox.
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Personal Data Tug-of-war
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Heart Conditions
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www.framinghamheartstudy.org/risk-functions/
cardiovascular-disease/general-cvd-risk-prediction-

using-bmi.php
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=4 424 Tech Talks

Years ago a president of the information department of
a bank spoke to an audience, ‘Do you know your banks
might know more about yourselves than you? For example,
knowing you have bought a new car, the bank would, at
your next visit to the ATM, offer choices of car insurance.

Another example: when your fixed deposit is about to
mature, the bank would know and come up with the best
investment proposal under the circumstances. But we
didn’t do it, for fear that you realize how much we know.’
His words were spoken matter-of-factedly, but they sent a
chill down the aisles of the audience.

Today the businesses know even more about us, with the
advancement in data collection technology and analytics.
Improper use or handling of personal data is often in the
news. But not every consumer or member of the public
has qualms about data collection and analytics. Many are

In Health

In a recent report, the US Centers for Disease Control

and Protection (CDC) estimates that three out of four
Americans have heart age that’s older than their real
age. There are demographical differences, however: men
generally have older heart age than women, and blacks’
heart age is older than whites’.

In calculating the age of a person’s heart, much weight is
given to metrics like the BMI and whether the person has a
history of diabetes and/or hypertension. The Framingham
Heart Study project offers a simple predictor of heart

age at:

www.framinghamheartstudy.org/risk-functions/
cardiovascular-disease/general-cvd-risk-prediction-using-
bmi.php.

willing to compromise. In cities with high
crime rates, people may want to exchange
their privacy for a safer environment to
live in under security camera lenses. Even
if many jurisdictions in the world have
passed laws on personal data, the privacy
tug-of-war between the government, the
business and the populace is an everyday
reality.

An open and proactive data policy is critical to
any institute (including a university) that regularly
collects a large amount of research data. It is important
to inform the data subjects what data are collected, the
purpose of collection, how the data are to be stored, and
when the data will be destroyed. Collection of personal
data should be avoided whenever practicable. When it is
impracticable to do so, efforts should be made to separate
the data that can identify an individual from the research
data. The former should be encrypted and stored off-
line, so that minimum damage is caused in the event of
inadvertent leak or hacker’s attack. Only at the final stages
of the research should the two sets of data be processed
together. After tally and tabulation have been made, the
personal data should be promptly destroyed. In the era of
Big Data, a comprehensive privacy policy is indispensable
to the success of cutting-edge research.

3¢ Philip Leung

The heart is inscrutable. While what it does is relatively
easy to understand, its condition often eludes the person
whose life depends on its proper functioning. Seemingly
healthy individuals sometimes drop dead on the ground,
failed and deserted by their hearts. The heart launches
attacks without firing so much as a warning shot.

Heart failure can be caused by irregular rhythm in
the ventricular chambers (ventricular fibrillations). An
AED
an electric current to the heart to stop fibrillations and

(automated external defibrillator) device sends
restore its natural rhythm. Coupled with CPR (cardio
pulmonary resuscitation) technique administered within
minutes of a sudden cardio arrest, a new lease of life may

be given.

CUHK is the first local

that installs portable AEDs at its various locations and

higher learning institution
facilities. The Committee of Health Promotion and
Protection, the University Health Service and other
units have offered AED and CPR training for staff and
students to make our campus less hospitable to the

Grim Reaper.

Lance Morrow, who wrote more Time cover stories
than any other writer, had his first heart attack at the
age of 36, then a second at 53. He recounts those
experiences in Heart: A Memoir (1995) in the context of
contemplating larger questions of mortality and morality.
But by the end of the book, he admits to the heart’s
inscrutability epigrammatically: ‘The heart is not even
heart-shaped.’
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New/Reappointed Council Members
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Prof. Huang Yu (right) has been elected by the Assembly of
Fellows of United College as a member of the Council for a
period of three years from 5 September 2015, succeeding Prof.

Wong Heung-sang Stephen.

Prof. Dennis K.P. Ng has been re-elected by the Senate, in accordance with Statute
11.1(i), 11.4 and 11.5 of the Ordinance, as a member of the Council for a further period
from 27 August 2015 to 31 July 2018.

Bttt hERSHERESRIZH

Arrangement for the Seventy-ninth Congregation
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The Seventy-ninth Congregation for the Conferment of Degrees will be held at 10 am on

3 December at the Sir Run Run Shaw Hall. Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung, Vice-Chancellor and
President will confer honorary and doctoral degrees.

AR R EHE 2 FES HREATREEML ERETRELABE

Classes as Usual
Classes will be held as scheduled on 3 December.

Parking
Parking space opposite to the Sir Run Run Shaw Hall and on New Asia Road and Central
Avenue will be reserved for guests with special parking labels on 3 December.

BEERSH

Annual Staff Review
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The University has invited department chairmen/unit heads to make recommendations
concerning the promotion and conversion from fixed-term contracts to continuous
appointment for non-teaching staff members on Terms of Service (A)/(B)/(C) for the
2016 staff review exercise. Recommendations from the departments/units should be
submitted to the Personnel Office on or before 8 January 2016, for further referral to the

relevant University Committee(s) for consideration. The arrangements for the review of
staff retirement and extension of service will be announced separately in due course.

FRRRIFRSY 2PN RHE
Staffing Arrangements on University Holidays on Christmas Eve and
New Year Eve
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The following staffing arrangements for the University holidays on Christmas Eve and
New Year Eve will apply on 24 and 31 December 2015 respectively. Departments/units
should arrange for skeleton staff to be on duty on these mornings to handle urgent
matters and enquiries. Offices will be closed in the afternoon. Skeleton staff (Terms [B]
or [C]) on duty on each morning will be given compensation off of half a day.

For essential service units such as the University Health Service, the University Library,
the operations team of the Information Technology Services Centre, the Security Office,
the Transport Office, and the Estates Management Office, adequate workforce should
remain on duty to provide basic services.
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Alumni Homecoming
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The 2015 CUHK Alumni Homecoming will be held from 12nn to 5:30pm on 28
November (Saturday), with the theme ‘10 Years*Reunion’. Highlights will include

guided tours to new Colleges, Alumni Authors’ New Book Talks Series, carnival booths
and children’s activities, photo-taking with Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung, Vice-Chancellor,

2015 e

9015+11-28

for alumni from special anniversary classes, and College and Graduate School
banquets, etc.

R R BHUE Website: www.alumni.cuhk.edu.hk/homecoming
W R BREZHEA Facebook page: www.alumni.cuhk.edu.hk/facebook

BEER AT EFREEEMENHE

United College 60th Anniversary Activities Kick-off Ceremony
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Founded in 1956, the United College will celebrate its 60th birthday in 2016 with
a series of exciting events commencing this year. The 60th Anniversary Activities
Kick-off Ceremony will be held at 8:30am on 30 November 2015 (Monday) at the

University Gallery. For further information, please visit the College’s website:
www.uc.cuhk.edu.hk.
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Thank You Card Campaign and the Staff Thankful Day
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To promote an atmosphere of appreciation and gratitude at workplace, the Positive
Workplace and Staff Development (PWSD) Committee has launched a Thank You
Card Campaign. As part of the campaign, the Thank You Card Design Competition
was launched during August and September 2015. The 3 winning designs have been
produced as thank you cards for distribution to colleagues on 7 December, a day
designated as the Staff Thankful Day under the campaign.

Colleagues may order the thank you cards (free of charge) and know more about the Thank
You Card Campaign at the Personnel Office website (under the PWSD section).
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FESEH P
Prof. Dickon Ng

Chairman, Department of Physics
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After the Department of Physics had celebrated its golden
jubilee two years ago, how will you steer the department?

In order to keep up with the latest trend in scientific
research, we are developing related academic programmes
and research projects ranging from neutrino physics,
quantum computer and information, turbulence, nano-
materials, solar cells, condensed matter physics, to the
formation of new celestial objects. This year, we have
introduced a new undergraduate programme called
‘Enrichment Stream in Theoretical Physics’ and admitted
23 very outstanding students. We also wish to further
enhance the level of internationalization by recruiting
students and staff from all over the world.

Can you name three strengths of Physics at CUHK?

Outstanding staff, excellent teaching quality, as well as a
harmonious working atmosphere. It’s only when people
are happy and willing to cooperate can they reach higher
goals. We have very high standards for teachers, students
and researchers. Students may find it difficult at times
but almost all of them enjoy the challenge. In order to
facilitate communication among teachers and students,
we encourage teachers to spend more time socializing
and chatting with their students and to understand the
latter’s needs and interests. Personally, | enjoy having
conversations and even breakfast with my students.

You have been teaching at CUHK since 1991. What changes
have you seen in the students?

| think there is always a group of young people who
are passionate about science and physics in any era,
so | do not see major changes in terms of their learning
attitude over the years. However, the ways of learning
have changed enormously. In the past, students had to
rely on their teachers for most of the information they
needed. Nowadays, they have access to a variety of online
resources and they can always obtain information from the
Internet.

What do physics graduates usually do?

After receiving their Bachelor’s degrees, about 30 per
cent of our physics students go on to pursue postgraduate
studies. Thereafter, some of them become postdoctoral
fellows and teaching staff in local and overseas universities.
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You can also find our graduates taking up scientific
portfolios at government offices such as the Hong Kong
Observatory, Science Museum and Space Museum. Some
of them find opportunities in engineering firms, research
centres, consultant and testing agencies, or in hospitals
and in the financial sectors.

What'’s your experience of promoting physics understanding
in the media?

I think it is an interesting and effective way to promote
CUHK and the Department of Physics, as well as to share
some basic knowledge in physics to a mass audience
through TV. It also allows the public to understand what
physicists do behind the closed laboratory doors. It is only
that | could not fully explain every point as | had wished
due to various constraints in production.

In what ways is your College work rewarding?

I had been warden at United College for 15 years (1994—
2009) and dean of students at Lee Woo Sing College for
two years (2010-12). | have been receiving a lot of trust,
support and encouragement from my working partners.
The College is like my ‘backyard’, it is a place where | can
relax and spend leisure time with those who share similar
interests and values.

As a physicist, do you believe that God plays dice?

| believe that the universe has its laws and order. As
a physicist, my duty is to describe the laws of nature,
which I think determine almost all natural outcomes. But
somehow | can’t even find a way to explain certain natural
phenomenon. That is why | believe there is a Creator and
we are merely creatures. | am a Christian physicist and
see no contradiction in being one. My belief offers me an
effective way to reach the truth and scientific knowledge.

What do you think the best thing in life is?

To be yourself and know that you’re on the right track.
You will enjoy the freedom and still know that things are
not out of control. | like to stay curious and always want
to engage in new activities. When | was young, | used
to work in a dairy farm in Canada and ride a motorcycle
to the university. Later, | even obtained a pleasure vessel
master license and a scuba diving certificate. Even though
I am getting busier nowadays, | still enjoy travelling,
doing exercise and walking my dog with my family every
evening. [
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