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FOURTEENTH CONGREGATION

The Fourteenth Congregation of the University,
for the conferment of honorary degrees and other
degrees, was held on 16th October, 1973 in the Concert
Hall of the City Hall. His Excellency the Governor and
Chancellor of the University, Sir Murray MacLehose,
presided at the ceremony.

At the Congregation, the Chancellor conferred
the degree of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa on two
eminent persons, Mr. M.A.R. Herries and Prof.
Chia-chiao Lin. Mr. M.A.R. Herries, Chairman of
the University and Polytechnic Grants Committee,
has played a significant role in the promotion of
Hong Kong’s higher education as well as its economic
prosperity. Prof. Chia-chiao Lin, Institute Professor
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and Professor of Applied Mathematics at the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology, is world-renowned
for his outstanding achievements in the field of
Mathematics. After the conferment of the honorary
degrees, Dr. Herries addressed the Congregation on
behalf of the honorary graduates. (Dr. Herries’
speech and the citations are published in a Special
Supplement of The University Bulletin.)

38 Master’s degrees and 557 Bachelor’s degrees
were conferred on graduates of the University: 21
Masters of Philosophy, 17 Masters of Business
Administration, 152 Bachelors of Arts, 143 Bachelors
of Science, 81 Bachelors of Business Administration
and 181 Bachelors of Social Science. Dr. Choh-Ming
Li, Vice-Chancellor of the University, addressed the
Congregation after the conferment of all degrees.

A graduation dinner was held the same evening
in honour of the honorary graduates and graduates.
At the dinner, Dr. the Hon. P.C. Woo, member of
the University Council, proposed a toast to the
honorary graduates and graduates. Prof. Chia-chiao
Lin and representatives of the graduates, Messrs.
Tang Lung-wai and Ho Ka-king, spoke in response.

“Legality, Morality and Idealism”
— Dr. Choh-Ming Li’s Address

The graduates appearing before us this afternoon
are the graduates of the tenth year of The Chinese
University. In the past I have often taken advantage
of this occasion of addressing our graduating class to
report to the community on the development of the
University during the year. This year happens to be the
tenth anniversary of The Chinese University. There
is a Chinese saying that it takes ten years for a tree to
grow up and a hundred years for the fruits of education



to ripen. For a new university ten years is a very short
period, representing only the mere beginning of the
institution. On the development of the University in
its first decade, a written report is now being prepared.
Therefore, today I would like to address my graduates
in a different vein.

What I would like to say may be epitomized in
the words “Legality, Morality and Idealism’. This
title is very broad, especially the first two terms —
legality and morality. During the past year, a great
deal of what has been happening in the world, including
Hong Kong, may well be subsumed under them. The
whole subject, therefore, could not possibly be
thoroughly treated in a few minutes, but what I
propose to do is to address myself to our graduates
on several very definite points.

Our graduates today, like those in the past years,
will soon be going to serve in industry, trade and
public services, or to become teachers in different
educational institutions in Hong Kong, or perhaps be
pursuing advanced studies either here or overseas.
Except for a few who would devote themselves to
pure academic research, those of the last category,
upon the completion of their advanced studies, will
certainly be engaged in the professions mentioned
above.

I find it very important for all of us to realise
that no matter what sort of work one intends to go
into, one must begin with observing the law. It is
through the law that social order is maintained; and
law was developed as a result of human progress,
progress from a primitive society. Of course law is not
unchangeable, but its changes and revisions must go
through a definite procedure. The fact that there must
be law and that its revisions must go through a definite
procedure results from necessity, the necessity of
establishing a social order, without which no construc-
tive work could proceed for any reasonable length
of time. Hence to observe the law or to be legal is the
minimum requirement of anyone of us as a member
of a society. I firmly believe this statement holds true
as much in Hong Kong as in any other place of the
world.

Why do I say that to observe the law is merely
the minimum requirement? That is because to be
legal is not necessarily to be in accord with social
ethics or social morality. For example, and this is
merely an example, if a medical doctor, a solicitor, or
an educator, while observing the letter of the law
devotes himself to amassing a personal fortune
regardless of means and of honour and compassion,
is this not a case of legality without morality?

Let me hasten to add here that law is not devoid
of moral standards. It in fact reflects the moral
standard of a society. If law is devoid of any ethical
basis it would not become law. Nevertheless since
law is intended to maintain social order, its moral
basis consists of only minimum requirements.

Some of you may recall that about 400 B.C.,
when the Greek civilization reached a peak, there was
a physician by the name of Hippocrates, who prepared
an oath for his disciples, an oath that has since been
known as the Hippocratic Oath, that has since been
subscribed to by practically all graduates of medical
schools all over the world. In essence it defines the
obligation of a physician. Some of the points in the
Oath read as follows:

“ ... And to teach them this art, if they shall

wish to learn it, without fee or stipulation ... . Into
whatever houses I enter, I will go into them for the
benefit of the sick, and will abstain from every volun-
tary act of mischief and corruption . ... With purity
and with holiness I will pass my life ... . May it be
granted to me to enjoy life and the practice of the art,
respected by all men, in all times . .. .”
I feel that this Oath, although applicable originally
to physicians, deserves serious attention from our
graduates, especially those who are going to enter
industry, trade, and government services. As for those
who are going to be teachers in the schools, their
responsibility is even greater. For the teaching
profession the Chinese tradition has long entertained
not only the expectation that they must live a simple
life with high ideal, but also imposed an obligation
on their part to do so. This tradition has not been
much modified even up to this date.

Morality, especially social ethics, is not easily
defined. According to the tradition in the West, social
ethics has always been intimately related to religion
and political power. But in China, the concept of
social ethics has long been divorced from religion and
political power, and has become in itself a system of
philosophy. In my view, the Chinese concept of ethics
is the manifestation of a lofty ideal for one’s life.
Confucius and his followers expounded the doctrine
of “jen” to describe his ideal, which in modern
language may be expressed as “‘to promote the welfare
of mankind”, “to serve the community”, and “to
serve the people”, etc. No matter which term is chosen
to express the idea, the ideal is to seek welfare for
everybody including one’s own self. Generally ideal
or idealism is very much a personal affair; it varies
from person to person. But I would think that to work
for the common good of the people is a goal that
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admits of no dissent, and I would think it represents
our common lofty ideal.

In summing up what I have said, I feel very
strongly that an educated person takes law-abiding
as the point of departure in his life, adopts social
morality as a guidance for his behaviour, and accepts
the principle of devoting oneself to the good of one’s
fellow men as his life ideal. This ideal requires firm
determination before it can be realised. If our graduates
should fail to make this determination and strive for
its realisation incessantly throughout their lives, they
would disappoint many of us who hold such high
hopes for them.

Thank you for your attention.

“Qur University and the graduates must be prepared
to meet many challenges”

— Dr. the Hon. P.C. Woo’s Address

It is a great honour as well as a great privilege
for me to address you this evening.

We are particularly proud to have with us our
distinguished honorary graduates, Dr. Herries and
Dr. Lin, whose prominent achievements in their
respective fields need no emphasis. They have each
behind them a long history of devotion to the enrich-
ment and betterment of society, which is worthy of
our admiration. However, the history of our University
as an institution of public service is a relatively short
one: we are just celebrating our Tenth Anniversary.
We may look back with some satisfaction as our
University has already produced some four thousand
graduates for the service of our community. One of the
most important missions The Chinese University of
Hong Kong is expected to fulfil is the preservation,
enrichment and propagation of Chinese culture. In
this respect our University and the graduates must
be prepared to meet many challenges.

Hong Kong is full of surprises and opportunities.
It is an ever-changing society which keeps on taking
up new roles in the social, economic and functional
context, and has been known for many decades as a
key meeting point for East and West. As I see it, in
order to cope with these challenges, our graduates
need to cultivate persistence, resilience and versatility.
These are Chinese virtues long recognized as com-
plementary to one another. They are vital to our
future as we work together to build a better and more
prosperous Hong Kong.

Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to rise and
drink to the health of our honorary graduates and
the success of our graduates.

RENDITIONS NO. 1

Renditions, a Chinese-English Translation Maga-
zine, was inaugurated in 1973 as the Centre’s first
venture in periodical publishing. Issued twice a year,
the magazine makes accessible in English selected
Chinese writings in the humanistic fields. The first
issue covers a wide range of material from the Han
shu biographies to a discourse on translation by Yen
Fu, a pioneer practitioner, to a 1969 short story.
Renditions No. 2 and No. 3 are devoted to translations
from Chinese fiction and dramatic literature, res-
pectively.

From the beginning the magazine, and the
concept behind it, seems to have struck a responsive
chord. Initial reaction from scholars and general
readers in England, the United States, Australia and
other areas of the world was extremely warm.

Perhaps the most encouraging aspect of the
project is that, the magazine has already found itself
target of contributions from Hong Kong and many
overseas points. Thus it has rapidly achieved one of
the objectives for which it was founded, to serve as
an outlet to students of translation. In doing this,
Renditions and its sponsor have placed themselves
in the forefront of what appears to be a growing
international trend — that of furthering cultural
interchange through the medium of translation.

Mr. George Kao, Editor

Mr. George Kao was born in the United States
and raised in Shanghai. He is a graduate of Yenching
University (1933) and holds master’s degrees from
Missouri (1934, Journalism) and Columbia (1937,
Public Law). He has worked as a journalist in both
Chinese and English, edited his own weekly newspaper,
and served for many years as an editor at the Voice
of America in Washington, D.C. He has translated
into Chinese The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
and Long Day’s Journey into Night by Eugene
O’Neill. He edited an anthology on Chinese Wit and
Humor, soon to be issued in a reprint edition and is
the author of Niu-yueh k’e t’an (A New Yorker’s talk),
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Chin-shan yeh hua (San Francisco nights) and the
forthcoming Mei-yii hsin ch’'uan (Notes on American
English). He is at present Visiting Senior Fellow at the
Translation Centre of this University.

Miss Diana Yu, Assistant Editor

Miss Diana Yu was born in China and raised in
Hong Kong. After receiving her B.A. in English
literature from the University of Hong Kong in 1967,
she worked as an English language teacher, a transla-
tion teacher, a translator in Chinese and English, and
an editor of a student publication. Her translation
works include a number of essays in the field of the
humanities, published in various journals, and a
book of essays and a book of poetry. She is now an
Assistant Fellow at the Translation Centre of the
University.

(pictures in Chinese section)

ABOLITION OF INTERMEDIATE
EXAMINATION

The Senate has resolved that the Intermediate
Examination be abolished in 1974 and thereafter and
be replaced by continuous assessment of students’
course work, and that promotion to the third year
be subject to satisfactory progress in course work
and passes in course examinations.

STUDENT ENROLMENT

The total student enrolment of the University
as at 30th September, 1973 is 3,159.
A. Undergraduates 2,790 (Male 1,856, Female

934)
Breakdown by Faculty
Arts 784
Commerce & Social Science 1,205
Science 801
Breakdown by College
Chung Chi 948
New Asia 908
United 934
B. Graduate Students 369
Graduate School 177
School of Education 187

Full-time 57
Part-time 130
Systems Analysis Course 5

In addition, the University has 3 auditing
students at the Graduate School and 62 associate
students, of whom 27 are exchange students and 23
are trainees at the New Asia Institute of Advanced
Chinese Studies and Research.

GIFTS TO THE UNIVERSITY

The University has received the following gifts
and donations:

1. From the sons of the late Mr. Yee Sui Cheong
HKS$ 200,000 to set up a Yee Sui Cheong Memorial
Scholarship Fund;

2. From IBM World Trade Corporation US$ 50,000
for a visiting professorship in managerial control
systems and data processing for a period of three
years, beginning in September 1974, at the
Lingnan Institute of Business Administration;

3. From Mr. Willlam M.W. Mong, Managing
Director of the Shun Hing Electronic Trading
Company, Ltd.,, HK$ 100,000 to establish a
“Mong Man Wai Scholarship Fund” at the
Lingnan Institute of Business Administration.

PERSONALIA

Appointment
Mrs. Shelley Wong, Tutor in Sociology, United College

Promotion
Dr. Tschang Hsi Lin, Senior Lecturer in Geography,
Chung Chi College

LECTURES

Mr. Chang Teh-chang, Senior Lecturer in
History, Chung Chi College, gave a talk on ‘““The
Situation and Direction of the Development of China’s
Economy” on 6th October at a seminar sponsored by
the Ad Hoc Committee on Chinese Cultural Studies of
the Student Union of New Asia College.

Dr. P.A. Rinfret, a leading U.S. economist,
investment counsellor, and key adviser to President
Nixon, gave a lecture on “World Trade and Monetary
Problems” on 16th October at the invitation of the
Lingnan Institute of Business Administration.

The first Tenth Anniversary Lecture, which was
on Natural Science, was held on 17th October. Prof.
Chia-chiao Lin, Institute Professor and Professor of
Applied Mathematics, Massachusetts Institute of
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Technology, was invited to give a lecture on “‘Galaxies,
Nuclear Power and the Energy Crisis™.

Dr. Tam Kwok-chi, Lecturer in Business
Administration, United College, gave a talk to
students of United College on 23rd October on
“International Business in Hong Kong” at the
invitation of the Business Administration Society of
United College.

Mr. Sin King-kui, Tutor in Philosophy, New
Asia College, gave a talk on “The Early Philosophy
of Wittgenstein” on 25th October at a seminar
sponsored by the Philosophy Departmental Club of
New Asia College.

Dr. John Espy, Associate Director of the
Lingnan Institute of Business Administration, gave
a talk on “Some Unique Characteristics of the Hong
Kong Economy” on 26th October at the invitation
of the Business Administration Society of United
College.

Dr. Alexander Rich, Professor of Biophysics,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, delivered a
lecture on “The Three Dimensional Structure
of Yeast Phenylalanyl Transfer RNA” on 3lst
October.

COMINGS AND GOINGS

Visitors to the University include Sir George
Cartland, Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Tasmania; Mr. Joseph D.B. Fowells, Assistant
Director-General (Regional) of The British Council,
and Mr. G.A. Bridges, the Council’s Representative
in Hong Kong; Sir Michael Gass, former Colonial
Secretary of Hong Kong and retired High Commis-
sioner, Western Pacific; Prof. A.G. Mitchell, Emeritus
Professor and Vice-Chancellor of Macquarie Univer-
sity, Sydney, and Mrs. Mitchell; Lady Norman and
Dr. and Mrs. Warren of the London Institute of
Psychiatry; the Hon. Hugh Watt, Deputy Prime
Minister of New Zealand, and Mrs. Watt, and Mr.
R.B. Taylor, Commissioner for New Zealand, and
Mrs. Taylor; and Prof. N. Yamamoto, Vice-President
of the Keio University, Japan.

Dr. Lam Yat Wah, Senior Lecturer in Elec-
tronics, United College, attended the Programme
Committee Meeting of the International Solid-State
Circuits Conference in Tokyo and visited laboratories
and universities in Japan from 3rd to 7th October.

Prof. T. Kotono, Visiting Professor of Japanese
Studies, attended the third conference of the Japanese
Society of Oceanian Economic Studies at Osaka from
10th to 16th October.

Prof. Chou Fa Kao, Professor of Chinese
Language and Literature, attended the International
Sino-Tibetan Conference held at the University of
California in San Diego from 19th to 22nd
October.

Dr. Lee Cheuk-yu, Lecturer in Biochemistry, and
Mr. Chan Pui-kwong, Demonstrator in Biochemistry,
United College, attended a Symposium on “Advances
in Chemistry, Biology and Immunology of Gonado-
tropins” at Bangalore in India from 20th to 28th
October.

Mr. Andrew Wong, Head of the Department of
Government and Public Administration, United
College, attended the Seventh General Assembly of
the Eastern Regional Organization for Public Admini-
stration (EROPA) and a Conference on “Implementa-
tion — The Problem of Achieving Results” held in
Tokyo from 23rd to 31st October.

Dr. Choh-Ming Li, Vice-Chancellor, attended
the “Williamsburg ITT”> Conference organized by The
Asia Society and held in Hakone from 31st October
to 2nd November.

COLLEGE NEWS

United College celebrated its seventeenth an-
niversary on 20th October. Traditional lion and
dragon dances, sports competitions between staff and
students and a beer drinking contest were organized
by the Student Union. The English Department also
celebrated the occasion by staging two one-act plays:
G.B. Shaw’s “Passion, Poison and Petrifaction” and
Thornton Wilder’s “The Happy Journey to Trenton
and Camden” on 25th October at the Adam Schall
Residence.

Mrs. Eva Li Ko, Head of the Department of
Social Work, United College, has accepted the
invitation of the Hong Kong Federation of Youth
Groups to serve as a member of its Staff Training and
Development Committee.

Mr. Cecil C. Luk, Lecturer in Business Admini-
stration, United College, has accepted the invitation
of the Hong Kong Management Association to
serve on its Production Management Committee for
1973/74.
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Vice-Chancellor addressing the Congregation
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