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News in Brief

Reorganization of Research Institutes/Centres
The Senate, at its meeting on 22nd September,
1982, approved the reorganization of research
institutes and centres to facilitate inter-disciplinary
collaborations and to pool the research and teaching
resources. The institutes and centres have been
reorganized as follows:
Institute of Chinese Studies

Honorary Director: Professor Cheng Te-k>un

Art Gallery
Acting Curator: Dr. Mayching Kao
Assistant Curators: Mr. Peter Lam
Mr. Philip Mak

Centre for Chinese Archaeology and Art
Honorary Director: Professor Cheng Te-k’un

Comparative Literature and Translation Centre
Director: Mr. Stephen Soong

The Ng Tor-Tai Chinese Language Research

Centre
Director: Professor D.C. Lau

Deputy Director: Mr. C.H. Sheung

Institute of Science and Technology
Director: Dr. HM. Chang

Chinese Medicinal Material Research Centre
Director: Dr. HM. Chang

The Research Centre for Food Protein Produc-
tion and Hung On-to Research Centre for Machine
Translation, formerly under the Institute, were
renamed Research Laboratory for Food Protein
Production and Hung On-to Research Laboratory,
and placed under the Biology and the Computer
Science Departments, respectively.

Institute of Social Studies
Director: Dr. Ranceé Lee

The six former research centres under the
Institute, which was originally called Institute of
Social Studies and the Humanities, have been re-
organized into:

Centre for Contemporary Asian Studies

Director: Dr. H.C. Kuan

Associate Director: Mr. Leonard Chu

Centre for Hong Kong Studies
Director: Dr. T.B. Lin
Associate Director: Dr. S.K. Lau
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B.Sc in Electronics Wins IEE Recognition

The Accreditation Committee of the Institute of
Electrical Engineers (IEE), after deliberation on a
report submitted by the Visiting Panel, who visited
the Electronics Department last March, decided to
accredit the University’s B.Sc. (Electronics) degree,
Second Class Honours or above, initially for a period
of five years, starting 1982/83. A review of the
Electronics course will be conducted at the end of
the five-year period.

The accreditation enables the holder of B.Sc.
in Electronics to join IEE as an Associate Member
without further examinations, and after having
practised as an electrical engineer for five years,
the Associate Member will be invited to join as a
Full Member (MIEE). An MIEE possesses, by
statutory rights, the title of Chartered Electrical
Engineer, and because of the formal recognition by
the Council of Engineering Institutions (CEI), an
MIEE is entitled to use the designation of Chartered
Engineer (C.Eng.).

Research Laboratory on Food Protein Production
Gets International Affiliation

The Research Laboratory on Food Protein Production
(RLPP) of the University has joined the UNESCO
Bangkok Microbiological ~ Resources  Centre
(MIRCEN).

The Bangkok MIRCEN is one of the nine
MIRCENS in the world, interacting with the Regional
Network of Microbiology in Southeast Asia. It
presently operates in cooperation with its three
affiliated laboratories, which are respectively
associated with the Universities of the Philippines,
Indonesia and Singapore. Its major programmes
include: a. culture collection for biotechnology,
education and applied research; b. organization of
regional training courses; and c. promotion of re-
search on micro-organisms through the provision of
research grants and information dissemination.

Affiliation with the Bangkok MIRCEN will not
only enable the RLPP to benefit from the former’s
activities but also to establish closer links with other
member laboratories, thereby strengthening its
own research.

Honours for University Officers
Sir Edward Youde, the Chancellor, and Dr. Ma Lin,
the Vice-Chancellor, were in the 1983 list of the
Queen’s New Year Honours.

Sir Edward Youde was made a Knight Grand
Cross of the Order of St Michael and St George
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Besides Britain, there are the United States, India
and Australia. In the United States, the applica-
tions of Statistics in industries, commerce and
administration have been very widespread. In
certain areas, she can be said to have surpassed
Britain. As for India and Australia, because they
were once closely associated with the British rule,
they have been very much under the influence of
Britain, which has helped them to train many
statisticians. Sir R.A. Fisher, for example, went
to India very regularly in the later years of his
life. It may be said that many Indian statisticians
were directly or indirectly his students. Now, the
Indian Statistical Institute (isi) is world-famous,
and the number of Indian statisticians working
outside the country may be even greater than
that staying behind.

What about other European and Asian countries?
In Europe, there is an interesting phenomenon:
Statistics in France and the U.S.S.R. is compara-
tively less well-developed, although their work on
probability theory is very advanced. It would be
interesting to find out whether national tempera-
ment has anything to do with this, apart from
social factors.

The first authoritative textbook on Statistics
was written during the Second World War by
Professor H. Cramer of the University of
Stockholm, who is still living. From the vantage
point of living in Northern Europe, Professor
Cramer combined the developments in probability
theory in France and the U.S.S.R. and those in
statistical theories in Britain in his Mathematical
Methods of Statistics, for a long time internation-
ally recognized as the most systematic textbook
on the subject. The neighbouring Denmark has a
very strong Statistical Research Institute led by
the famous Barndorff-Nielsen.

Eastern European countries are late starters in
Statistics. But as they have always been strong in
Mathematics, we could expect them to catch up
with the others before long. As for Western
Europe, France, Germany and Holland have
already started their systematic development of
Statistics.

In Asia, Japan is coming up, although I
understand that Japanese universities do not have
independent Statistics departments. During the
Second World War, a logistics unit which later
became the Institute of Statistical Mathematics
was set up under the Ministry of Education. After
the war, her rapid industrial development necessi-
tated more advanced statistical studies. There are
now many statisticians at the University of Tokyo,
the University of Osaka, etc., and a new genera-
tion of statisticians is emerging. Besides, a nation-
al statistical conference is held in Japan every year.

Could you also tell us something about China’s
statistical studies?

China was not late in her development of Statis-
tics. Professor Hsu Pao-lu, who did much work in
laying the foundation of Chinese Statistics, made
important contributions to Statistics when he
was a student in Britain. He had been teaching at
the University of Peking since his return to China
in the late 40s and many of today’s experienced
statisticians were his students. Dr. N.N. Chan of
our Department was one of them. Professor Hsu
has passed away, but the fruits of his research
remain. His research on multivariate analysis is
particularly outstanding and one of his papers is
still an authoritative work on the topic.

In my opinion, there is an urgent need for
China to put more emphasis on developing Statis-
tics as the number of statisticians in the country
at the moment falls far short of demand. In fact,
Statistics can do a lot for China: both money and
material resources can be saved when it is applied
to budgeting, decision-making and overall plan-
ning. At present, it appears that some mid-level
specialist schools in China are teaching Demo-
graphy, but this subject is not really in the main
stream of Statistics. As for universities, it seems
that there are still no independent Statistics
departments. It is heartening, however, to know
that in some universities, where the urgency of
establishing Statistics departments has been
recognized, preparatory work is already under
way. Perhaps, we, statisticians in Hong Kong,
may have the opportunity to offer some help or
advice in the near future.
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to any standard text book on Fortran programming,
it is also valuable for independent study.
1st edition 1982 v + 247 pages Paperback

Studies in Chinese Archaeology
By Cheng Te-k’un

The present volume, a collection of some of
the author’s important archaeological studies
published in various learned journals, comprises nine
articles which may be classified into three groups.
The first three articles are general surveys: ‘The
Beginning of Chinese Civilization’, ‘An Introduction
to Szechwan Archaeology’ and ‘Archaeology in
Sarawak’. The second group consists of four reports
of his field-work in Fukien and Szechwan while the
last group includes two miscellaneous reports on
“Sketches of archaeological investigations in Hopei,
Honan and Shantung” and “Cannons of the Opium
War”.

These articles, some out of print now, have
been carefully re-edited and provided with new
references for further reading.

Centre for Chinese Archaeology and Art

Institute of Chinese Studies

Studies Series No.3

1st edition 1982 xii + 148 pages, 45 plates Hardcover

Tao Te Ching
Translated by D.C. Lau

The Language of the Tao Te Ching is succinct to
the point of obscurity. Hence each translator is bound
to have his own interpretation. This translation,
which first appeared in 1963, however, attempts to
give a close and faithful translation of the original
text as far as possible, independent of the translator’s
own interpretation.

In preparing the present bilingual edition, the
translator has made use of the two manuscripts un-
earthed in Ma Wang Tui in 1973 to emend the text
on which the translation was based, and has thus
produced a fairly radical revision of the translation
which, in its new form, will better help the reader
understand the thought of Lao Tzu.
1st edition 1982 x1+ 325 pages Hardcover

Traditional Government in Imperial China - A Critical

Analysis

Translated by Chiin-tu Hsieh & George O. Totten
In this book, Professor Ch’ien Mu, one of

China’s great living historians, brilliantly describes the

basic constitutive elements of China’s traditional

government as it evolved over the last two thousand
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years. He concentrates on those dynasties he considers
China’s most representative: the Han, T’ang, Sung,
Ming, and Ch’ing; and critically analyzes, by com-
parative method, their governmental organization,
civil service examination system, taxation and
defence.

1st edition 1982 xxii + 160 pages Hardcover

The Translation of Things Past
Edited by George Kao

The twelve essays gathered in this anthology
help to illuminate the various aspects of Chinese
history and historiography. Topics dealt with include
the retrospect and prospect of the study of Chinese
history, the political significance of the famous Hung
Men Banquet, insights into early Chinese historical
works, historiographic criticism, China’s secret socie-
ties, a poet’s view of history, and studies on Hung
Hsiu-ch’uan, Kuan Yii, T’an Ssu-t’ung, Li Hung-chang
and Lu Xun. The essays, most of which are transla-
tions or adaptations from original Chinese sources,
represent the work of over twenty Chinese and
Western specialists including Ying-shih Yii, Burton
Watson, S.Y. Teng and C.A. Curwen. Together they
form a symposium which makes for instructive and
diverting reading on a number of historical topics.

A Renditions Book
1st edition 1982 204 pages Hardcover

Tropical ~Mushrooms:
Cultivation Methods

Edited by S.T. Chang & T.H. Quimio

This is probably the most comprehensive book
dealing with three groups of tropical mushrooms,
Volvariella, Pleurotus and Auricularia.

The twenty-five articles, contributed by an
international group of twenty-three specialists, deal
with the biology, practical cultivation, genetical
breeding, methods of preservation and nutritive value
of each of the three groups of mushrooms. Such
systematic treatment makes it an essential reading for
anyone interested in tropical mushrooms.
1st edition 1982 xxi+ 493 pages Hardcover

Biological Nature and

Journal and Magazine

The Journal of the Institute of Chinese Studies of
The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Volume XIII,
and Renditions, Number 16 of the Translation Divi-
sion of the Comparative Literature and Translation
Centre have been published. An Index to Number

13, 14, 15 and 16 is included in this issue of
Renditions.

















