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of the leading banks in Hong Kong. The changes in her career have, indeed, been
spectacular. That she was able to turn adversity time and again to her advantage speaks
clearly for her extraordinary staying power and courage.

The secret of her success lies as much in her sincerity towards people as her
extraordinary insight. Back in the 60s when she was teaching at St. Stephen’s Girls’
College, she became aware that her students were totally ignorant about relationship
between the two sexes, thus unable to make well-founded choices on love, marriage as
well as child-bearing. She introduced sex education into the curriculum and taught her
students how to cope with adolescence. Not only was she a pioneer in introducing sex
education into the school curriculum, she also devoted herself to the promotion of
family planning in the territory in the 70s, playing active and leadership roles in the
International Planned Parenthood Federation and the Family Planning Association of
Hong Kong.

Though her childhood dream to be a social worker did not materialize, her
dedication to promoting the well-being of the community had never wavered. Since
she joined the bank in the 70s, she also committed herself to serve on a variety of
committees in the financial as well as the public sector. These include among others:
Standing Commission on Civil Service Salaries and Conditions of Service; Securities
Commission; the Committee on Unit Trusts; the Committee on Takeovers and
Mergers; and Securities and Futures Appeals Panel. Apart from these, out of her
concern for young people and devotion to the development of human resources in Hong
Kong, she has since the late 70s participated in the development of higher education
at The Chinese University of Hong Kong and other local tertiary institutions. She has
served at different times as treasurer of the University, chairman of the Finance
Committee, a trustee of the University Staff Superannuation Scheme and chairman of
the Advisory Board of the Two-Year MBA Programme. In these capacities, she has
always tried her best to promote the well-being of the University as well as its staff. As
an adviser to the MBA programme, for example, she has always been involved in almost
every aspect of planning and personally followed through all the major decisions. As
a council member, Mrs. Lam has been instrumental in securing some very major
donations to the University. She was also instrumental in the establishment of The
Chinese University of Hong Kong Foundation and the Hong Kong Institute of
Biotechnology. In recent years, Mrs. Lam has also made significant contributions
towards the founding and development of the Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology as its council member.

In Hong Kong, where the East meets the West and where the old and the new
converge, it is not all that easy to realize one’s potentials without constraints. Itis even
more difficult for a woman to carve out a career of her own. Mrs. Alice Lam was,
however, able to overcome her difficulties and furthermore volunteer her service to the
community in various ways. Mr. Chancellor, may I, therefore, request that Mrs. Alice
Kiu-yue Lam be awarded the degree of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa.
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Mr. Wilson T. S. Wang, OBE, JP

[t can hardly be denied that Hong Kong's phenomenal economic success over the past
40 years must be attributed to the magic formula of ‘timeliness, geographical
advantages and solidarity’, as the Chinese saying has it. More specifically speaking,
Hong Kong’s ever-increasing industrial output could not have been achieved without
its quality human resources. As a man with clear and admirable insight, Mr. Wilson
T.S. Wang set himself the task, as early as in the 50s, of developing human resources
and paving the way for economic expansion in Hong Kong.

Mr. Wang has since his early childhood been fascinated with the Hoover Dam,
which was then one of the engineering marvels. In fact, he had set his sights quite early
on a career in hydroelectric engineering. And indeed, things did turn out the way he
wanted. Soon after he graduated from the University of Hong Kong in 1941 majoring
in electrical engineering, he joined the Whampoa Dock. But Hong Kong soon came
under Japanese occupation, and Mr. Wang was forced to move to Guilin, where he
continued to work in the same field at the Material Commission. Upon his return to
Hong Kong in 1948, however. it dawned upon him that tapping human resources was
more urgent than developing hydroelectric power. Mr. Wang thus went into language
education and soon established his own school. Three years later. New Method College
was founded — albeit on a modest scale at this initial stage. Some 40 years later, the
college has expanded considerably, boasting several campuses in Hong Kong and
Kowloon, and providing comprehensive education ranging from kindergarten to
primary school, secondary school as well as matriculation courses, with both arts and
science streams.
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Mr. Wang has been a sports enthusiast since he was young, doing particularly
well in long-distance running and tennis. He played for teams representing both his
school and his university. Mr. Wang was also fully aware of the handicaps Orientals
were under in physical stamina. and hence saw the need for the promotion of sports.
He was, at different times, president of Tung Wah Athletic Association and South
China Athletic Association. Moreover, Mr. Wang was the founder of Hong Kong
Cycling Association and Hong Kong Amateur Gymnastic Association. The two
associations have over the years produced many talented gymnasts and cyclists. and Mr.
Wang must be given credit for their success.

Between 1955 and 1957, Mr. Wang was made principal director of the Tung Wah
Group of Hospitals, and has since maintained a close tie with the organization in
promoting medical services as well as many forms of social welfare. It must be pointed
out, too, that back in the 50s before compulsory education was implemented in Hong
Kong, the Tung Wah Group had already taken the initiative in setting up six primary
schools and providing free education for young children. The Group’s budget also grew
from one hundred million in the 50s to one billion in 1990, of which over one hundred
million actually came from private donations. Over the years, Mr. Wang has
indefatigably served on the Group’s budget committee. Apart from charities, Mr. Wang
also committed himself to public administration in his capacity as member of the Urban
Council (1961-69) and the Legislative Council (1968-75).

Apart from his work at New Method College and the Tung Wah Group, Mr. Wang
also devotes both time and energy to tertiary education and, in particular, to The
Chinese University of Hong Kong. From 1959 to 1972, Mr. Wang personally
supervised the continuing development of United College in his capacity as vice-
chairman of the college board of trustees. In recent years, Mr. Wang has been paying
special attention to medical education. Besides sponsoring the distinguished interna-
tional professorships at the University, Mr. Wang has made special contributions to the
establishment of visiting professorships in surgery and a conference fund for the
organization of the annual international surgical symposium,

Mr. Wang practises what he preaches. He has founded schools, promoted sports,
encouraged academic exchange, and contributed generously to charities. Apart from
these, Mr. Wang also participated in the territory’s administrative and legislative work.
Mr. Chancellor, may [ request, therefore, that Mr. Wilson T. S. Wang be awarded the
degree of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa.
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Prof. Tsui Lap-Chee, OC, DCL, D.Sc., FRS

Conventionally when a patient seeks medical attention, treatment is based on the
patient’s symptoms. However, in recent years the medical and biological sciences have
advanced so far that one can actually go beneath symptoms and look for the root causes
of various complaints. Prof. Tsui Lap-Chee’s work is concerned with the latter
approach as he has been credited with opening one of the secret doors to the mysteries
of genetic disorders.

Cystic fibrosis is a chronic disease of the glands of external secretion. It affects
respiratory passages, pancreas. liver and sweat glands. Between one and 10 in every
thousand children born in the United States alone are inflicted with this hereditary
disease which results in respiratory infection, infertility among male patients and early
death. Tracking down the deadly gene is, however, no easy task. It has been likened
tolooking foraneedle in a haystack or, to use a more contemporary phraseology, ahouse
without a number and without even its street name in a town that the scientist has never
set foot in. The only thing the scientist has to go on is that patients of cystic fibrosis
tend to have high sodium chloride in their sweat, but identifying this abnormal gene
that blocks the movement of chloride in and out of cells — causing water to be drawn
into the cells, and so the cell surface to be covered with mucous — requires state-of-
the-art expertise, perseverance and originality. Prof. Tsuihas been hailed rightly as one
of the pioneers to identify the gene. Furthermore, the technique used in his research
also has significant implications for other hereditary diseases as well. Small wonder
that Science Year chose Prof. Tsui's findings as one of the most memorable, exciting,
and important discoveries of the year (1990).
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Prof. T'sui was born in Shanghai and received his education in Hong Kong, He
read biology at both undergraduate (B.Sc. 1972) and postgraduate (M.Phil. 1974) levels
at The Chinese University of Hong Kong. He was already known for his determination
in his approach and charm in dealing with people around him — qualities which are
essential in his future research which requires perseverance and leadership in a major
research project. After he had finished his doctoral studies at the University of
Pittsburgh, he moved to Canada in 1981 to work with Dr. Jack Riordan and Dr. Manuel
Buchwald at the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto. In 1983, Prof. Tsui joined the
genetics department and research institute at the Hospital for Sick Children and was
appointed to Sellers Chairin Cystic Fibrosis Research in 1989. He also holds concurrent
appointments in the Department of Medical Genetics and Medical Biophysics at the
University of Toronto. From 1991 he was also named Howard Hughes International
Scholar. Prof. Tsui’s publications exceed a hundred, including one book. numerous
papers. chapters in books and reviews. For his achievement, he has since 1989 received
numerous prestigious awards and honours, including. among others: Royal Society of
Canada Centennial Award (1989): Fellow, Royal Society of Canada (1990); Fellow,
The Royal Society of London (1991); Order of Canada (Officer) (1991): The Cresson
Medal, Franklin Institute (1992); and Elected Member, Academia Sinica (1992).

One often thinks of a scientist’s work as being specialist in nature and confined
to a laboratory. In Prof. Tsui’s work, however, we see not only a successtul probe into
the most fundamental and microscopic component of the human body, but also
imminent cures for both cystic fibrosis as well as other hereditary diseases. For his
outstanding achievement and his dedication to the well-being of innumerable patients,
may | ask you, Mr. Chancellor, to bestow upon our distinguished alumnus, Prof. Tsui
Lap-Chee. the degree of Doctor of Science, honaris causa.
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Prof. Ezra F. Vogel, Litt.D.

China’s economy went through two metamorphoses in the second half of the 20th
century. 1949 saw the beginning of socialist planned economy, putting all sectors of
economic development under central control. 1979, on the other hand, marked a
departure from central control when Deng Xiaoping’s socialism with Chinese charac-
teristics was introduced in the coastal regions of Jiangsu, Guangdong. Fujian, etc. It
now seems certain that a third wave — recently referred to as socialist market economy
— is scheduled for implementation in the next decade, coinciding approximately with
the run-up to 1997 when Hong Kong reverts to Chinese rule.

According to Prof. Ezra F. Vogel. Dillon Professor of International Affairs,
Harvard University, the job of a social scientist is to describe the broad social base
against which changes are bound to take place. A social scientist, in other words, cannot
predict. And yet one only needs o look through Prof. Vogel’s list of publications to be
convinced that he has a fairly good sense of things to come as well as how these changes
bear upon the common people. Canton Under Communism (1969) was a classic
regional study. based mainly on the information gathered in Hong Kong. Then One
Step Ahead in China appeared exactly 20 years later, in 1989, soon after the June 4th
incident. Based on months of research, visits and interviews with local work units,
factories and economic officials, the book gives detailed descriptions of economic
activities in the province. In Prof. Vogels future plan, the third part of his China trilogy
will deal with China and Hong Kong at the turn of the next century as an assessment
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of China’s economic reform as this gradually takes shape after Deng's visit to
Guangdong inearly 1992. Soitis quite clear that Prof. Vogel’s research dovetails more
or less with the economic changes in Guangdong and, for that matter, the rest of China.
To borrow a figure of speech from him, his scholarship is one step. perhaps several steps,
ahead of the rest of us in having better insight into the future shapes of a relatively
isolated society.

Prof. Vogelis, of course, more than a sociologist, specializing in one specific area
of study. He is also a public figure, liaising among world leaders, particularly between
North America and this part of the world, including Japan, China, Hong Kong and
Taiwan. He has had good working relationships with high-ranking cadres in
Guangdong and has accompanied on several occasions governors of the State of
Massachusetts and presidents of Harvard on their visits to China and Hong Kong. Of
course, his expertise in Japan is equally admirable. His best seller, Japan as Number
One (1979) has such a wide appeal that it has been translated several times over in
Japan, China and Taiwan, apart from translations into French, Portuguese, Indonesian.
etc. Forthe universal nature of his advice. he has actually been looked upon as a mentor
by readers not only from North America but also from Asia and, most likely. from other
parts of the world.

Prof. Vogel got his doctorate from Harvard in 1958 and has since devoted most
of his time to teaching, doing research and performing administrative duties at his alma
mater. He has headed the East Asian Research Center (1973-77), Council on East
Asian Studies (1977—80). Program on US-Japan Relations (1980—87), and has served
on various committees on China and Japan. In recognition of his outstanding
achievements, he has been awarded honorary degrees from Kwansai Gakuin (1980),
Wittenberg College (1981), Bowling Green State University (1982) and the University
of Maryland (1983). He has also won the Harvard Faculty Prize for Book of the Year
1970, and Guggenheim Fellowship (1972).

Mr. Chancellor, for his broad range of knowledge, his insight into the relation-
ships between society and economic developments and for his contributions in
improving mutual understanding between Hong Kong, China, Japan and North
America. may I request that Prof. Ezra F. Vogel be awarded Doctor of Social Science,

honoris causa.















































































