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\ fter almost nine years as vice-chancellor of The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
L 7‘{? Prof. Charles K. Kao retired on 31st July 1996.

Born in Shanghai, Prof. Kao received his secondary education at St. Joseph's College
in Hong Kong before going to the University of London to study electrical engineering.
After obtaining the degrees of B.Sc. in 1957 and Ph.D. in 1965, Prof. Kao began his
professional career as development engineer, principal research engineer and chief
scientist in leading telecommunications laboratories in England, Germany, and the
United States. He was director of research at the Corporate Advanced Technology
Center of the International Telephone and Telegraph Corporation before he became

vice-chancellor of the University in October 1987.
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A pioneer in the field of optical fibre communication and regarded worldwide as
the father of this modern technology, Prof. Kao has published and presented well over
100 papers on the subject. He has edited and authored several major texts on optical
fibres and has written a book on high technology. He is currently a member of the
National Academy of Engineering (USA), foreign member of the Royal Swedish Academy
of Engineering Sciences IVA (Sweden), overseas academician of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences, and fellow of the Academia Sinica in Taiwan, the Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (USA), the Institute of Electrical Engineers (UK), the Royal Academy
of Engineering (UK), and the Royal Society of Arts (UK). His distinguished contribution
to the promotion of science and technology has won him numerous international
honours and awards.

Prof. Kao's association with The Chinese University dates back to 1970 when he
was appointed reader and chairman of the then newly established Department of
Electronics. In the ensuing four years, he was instrumental in developing academic
programmes in electronics and became the first professor of the department. In
recognition of his outstanding achievements in scientific research and his contribution
to tertiary education, the University conferred on him an honorary degree of Doctor of
Science in 1985.

As vice-chancellor of the University since October 1987, Prof. Kao has made
substantial contributions to the University's growth and development. The scope and
content of the University's academic programmes have been expanded and enhanced

in response to the new and changing needs of the community. New research institutes

—HANXF B R BRI
RAEAER RS 5 B
R LWE - FHLRAS
¥ HEE LR AL -
Prof. Kao at a welcoming
party on his visit to Hong
Kong as vice-chancellor-
designate in May 1987. On
his left are Mrs. Gwen Kao
and Prof. Ma Lin.
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have been established to promote inter-disciplinary research. Major efforts have also
been made to strengthen academic linkages with centres of excellence worldwide and
to enhance liaison with commerce and industry. The University has been able to
attract a large proportion of the most outstanding students into its study programmes
and recruit prominent scholars to join its teaching and research teams.

Prof. Kao has also revamped the management system of the University to cope
with its rapid expansion and meet the demand for higher efficiency. Many of the
University functions have been decentralized to the faculties and departments, and
new resource allocation and internal audit mechanisms have been introduced. There
has been a greater emphasis on accountability and quality control in University
administration.

To give recognition to his tremendous contribution to the University, the University
Council appointed Prof. Kao as honorary professor of engineering upon his retirement
from vice-chancellorship. The Council also decided to name the north block of the
Science Centre as Charles Kuen Kao Building and to establish a 'Charles Kuen Kao
Fund' for promoting academic and research programmes, international linkages, and
student activities.

Prof. Kao was married to Madam Gwen May-wan Wong in 1959. They have a son

and a daughter. O

SRR (—AANEFTA+LAGPEXE)
Installation of Prof. Kao as the new vice-chancellor of the University on 15th
October 1987 at Sir Run Run Shaw Hall.
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fe 9815 I AT Y T M R
Honours Bestowed upon Prof. Kao during
His Vice-Chancellorship

28 SRR F15
Honour Awarder Year
H 7T e ML AR HAE R AR 1987
Japanese Computer and Foundation for Computer and
Communications Prize Communication Promotion, Japan
MR Tt LS5 T A2 1988
Foreign Membership (IVA) Royal Swedish Academy of Engineering

Sciences
ES DL SRR T2 1989
Faraday Medal Institute of Electrical Engineers, UK
Hibr RS EERpER 1989
International Prize for New American Physical Society
Materials
1 EO KR LERE 1989
Fellowship (FEng) The Fellowship of Engineering, UK
g8 FEIEHEK T2 1990
Membership (NAE) National Academy of Engineering, USA
SRS L RRIRENT A5 1990
Honorary Degree of Doctor  University of Sussex, UK
of Science
S HASRI{EASE 1991
Degree of Honorary Doctor  Soka University, Japan
[EE:2 ARG A GRAZEMBIARSE) 1992
Centenary Fellowship Thames Polytechnic

(renamed University of Greenwich), UK
SELLE EIFEEER T2 1992
Gold Medal International Society for Optical Engineering
Pt B S 1992
Fellowship Academia Sinica, Taiwan

6 FRSZASBLF) - 45T Chinese University Bulletin: = Special Supplement



ey B H] 4 W EE
Commander of the Order of
the British Empire (CBE)

SREUHER A
Honorary Degree of Doctor
of Science

Pl iR B A (FE 2 i Kan 44
N YN

The naming of a laboratory
after Prof. Kao and his
former colleague as the

'Kao & Hockham Laboratory'

LR

Honorary Professor

PR

Honorary Professor

R T
Gold Medal for Engineering
Excellence

oS e
Doctor of the University
(the first degree of service)

BEAREPRSE (A ~ FAR
AR

Japan Prize (Information,
Computer and
Communication Systems)

B

Honorary Professor

HEHIR

Honorary Professor

AN

Overseas Academician

D@zt FamtITE
(EIREERAE 3463)

The naming of minor planet
(3463) after Prof. Kao as
'Kaokuen'

FEMH 2 T
Prince Philip Medal

iR BAE A T8 Honours Bestowed upon Prof; Kao during His Vice-Chancellorship 7

YIe

The Queen of the British Empire

LA
University of Durham, UK

HEL A EAR AL AR (187D
Bell-Northern Research of Northern
Telecom, Harlow, UK

JEHTREE
Peking University, China

TR

Tsinghua University, China

TR Ak &

The World Federation of Engineering
Organizations

RS B 2R
Griffith University, Australia

H A BRI
The Science and Technology Foundation
of Japan

EigEnE A

Shanghai Jiaotong University

FigEERE
Fudan University, Shanghai

BT

The Chinese Academy of Sciences

HEIRIER R E I LIRS
The Purple Mountain Observatory of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences

L X TR
The Royal Academy of Engineering, UK

1993

1994

1995

1995

1995

1995

1995

1996

1996

1996

1996

1996

1996
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Prof. Kao receiving the
honour of Centenary
Fellow of Thames
Polytechnic (now
renamed Greenwich
University) from
polytechnic director
Norbert Singer in April
1992

SRR (=) &1k
et () 24
VAtARIE K& 4 2 A B 3k
TR AT IR R3]
64 3 5 5 K A8 Rk o
Prof. Charles Kao (right 2)
and Dr. George Hockham
(right 1) at the opening
of the Kao & Hockham
laboratory at Bell-
Northern Research of
Northern Telecom in the
UK, 1995
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Prof. Kao receiving the
1996 Japan Prize from the
president of the Science
and Technology Founda-
tion of Japan
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Observatory presenting to Prof. Kao a photo of the

MAEER=ZNA=SIMTESBENR - minor planet that has been named after Prof. Kao as

'Kaokuen'
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Major Developments of the University

1987-96

7 i
cademic

B HEBEIE S K E AR AR -
Flexible credit-unit system introduced and undergraduate
curriculum overhauled.

AL RS e —— T8 (—huh—) EHESR (—hh—) -
Two faculties established — Engineering (1991) and Education
(1991).

MRSTAARRME ¢ BRI - A - TR - e - B TR - i
MR E M TR - Redh R R ERRR - BURRLR - NBHE - BEEE
2 BRes-

Many new undergraduate programmes introduced: Japanese
studies, law, nursing, pharmacy, information engineering,
mechanical and automation engineering, food and nutritional
sciences, environmental science, primary education, physical
education and sports science, architecture, etc.

HCERE 2T

Many new postgraduate programmes launched.

DA TEER | BEASEBEA  IALUER TRBRAS ) -
The 'Department' replaced the 'Board of Studies' as the basic
academic unit.

BEHEE BRI B ARG R R -

Quality assurance emphasized in teaching and learning.

Hitah » JWFEHET] » R —NNWIEROLRE A EHE L, -
Language proficiency stressed — Independent Learning Centre
set up in 1995 to help students improve language abilities.

Bl gL T R T S TE I ISR ER TSR B2 I -
Numerous new collaboration agreements signed with international
centres of excellence to boost academic exchange.

SIS T - 45T Chinese University Bullefin + Special Supplement
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MESERZEN > EEHIR
AR -

Prof. Kao cutting a roast suckling

pig with Mr. Graham Barnes,
Secretary for Planning,
Environment and Lands (middle),
and Prof. Tunney Lee (right) at
the inauguration ceremony of the
Architecture Department in
October 1991
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A memorandum on academic
exchange being signed between
CUHK vice-chancellor Prof.
Charles Kao and Mr. Ru Xin of
the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences (September 1992,
Beijing)

F %
esearch

FALHTTFERT —— AR (—/ )~ BERTREHZERT (—
AN - FWEEAIHZERT (—HIFE) - FREERZEHT (—hhs) - A
TEEWFERT (—h—) ~ BEWER (—hoh=) - TREEWRR (—
hh=)-

New research institutes established: Hong Kong Institute of
Biotechnology (1988), Asia-Pacific Institute of Business (1990),
Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies (1990), Hong Kong
Cancer Institute (1990), Research Institute for the Humanities
(1991), Institute of Mathematical Sciences (1993), Hong Kong
Institute of Educational Research (1993).

EAAFRERE - TRCEEEE - 7SR SRR, -
A new Research Committee constituted, which is supported by a
new Research Administration Office.

BEHERPIRHFERTRE » A SN SR -

Internal research assessment mechanism introduced.

BB TR B R SR AL -
Outstanding results in bidding for earmarked research grants from
the Research Grants Council of Hong Kong.

rp T BT (EHTERFT SR AR - OISR - IR
1 - TSR -
University Administration reorganized with many new offices:
Academic Links, Alumni Affairs, Internal Audit, Research
Administration, etc.

BB E R > TR ES SRR EER  WEERBRERES
fic - $RA T B, MBURETE R AT G R -
Decentralization of authority and responsibility to the faculties
and departments and the introduction of new resource allocation
mechanisms: one-line budget and a new accounting system.

PRAFRIASBCR — MR RAMNET - EEPITIHER - 'BITR
W0 R 5 B i B B R B » SEOE ST -

New personnel policies — recruitment procedure streamlined,
new substantiation and promotion controls, new long-leave
arrangements, new academic titles scheme.

EREERE  Major Developments 1987-96
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C H 18 S5 % 1L
ampus Computerization

© EEAE ~ BB R TBERMIA RS B R R RS - RIS
AEE S SHRAL -

Library, academic and administrative units linked by campus
backbone network, which is linked to the world.

RN — MR - EERME - AR - MRS
Upgrading of facilities: library system, accounting system, personnel
records system, telephone system.

- HETIAEEENME -

Automation of offices.

K 4
rowth in Size

© B ANMH-ANEFECTHREAE-NAAEET =T -
Student enrolment from over 7,000 in 1987 to around 13,000 in
1996.

© BBRAME-NN\EEZZTHESA GiAE—) AgE—AIA
FEZNT—EHENL @EEihERE+D) 4 -
Staff strength from 2,506 (610 teachers) in 1987 to 4,109 (952
teachers) in 1996.

+ BUESHRHTR T RN RE o

The construction of numerous new buildings and new facilities.

© BRI R EE — @kER (—/\/EERIREL) -
Fourth constituent college — Shaw College — admitted its first
batch of students in 1988.

© ELER:

-

JL‘:"} gl pecial Events

B =1AE (—hh=) -
30th anniversary celebrations (1993).

RILKBHHE (—hh=) -
University Convocation established (1993).

HBETHOERAMEHE (—hhfD) -
New superannuation scheme for staff members put in place (1995).

12,  esuASH - 45T Chinese University Bulefin - Special Suppiement
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R F WM R
DS X g
o 7L M)
BAZAETAE®
(I A A E
B4 S/
¥ FRAEAE
BE&FAE -
Meeting with
leaders of the
Chinese
government
during a visit to
Beijing and
Shanghai in
September 1992
(from left: Prof.
Mun Kin-chok,
Prof. Kao, Mr.
Jiang Zemin and
Mr. Lu Ping)

s RAKE®
KEHRERX 3 e
ik o —_— 3 ; C LonvoLat

Prof. Kao at the

first meeting of
the CUHK
Convocation
(September 1993)

SR EROLE EH TR LKLY -
Prof. Kao and Mr. Wong Foo Yuan at the
foundation stone laying ceremony of the Wong Foo
Yuan Building

EAERRE  Major Developments 1987-96
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An

interview

with

Prof.

Charles

K. Kao

on the eve
of his

retirement

T 2y s 1ost
B cChinese Uiverstty Bulletin

[ Prof. Charles Kao

mn

Different vice-chancellors have different roles to play
as the University grows from infancy to maturity, In
your installation speech, you said the founding vice-
chancellor, Dr. Choh-ming Li, breathed life into the
University and created a soul for it, and that Prof.
Ma Lin "had the steady hand to put solidarity and
substance into the system’. What do you consider to
be your unique role?

My role has been to create space for people to grow.
What I have done essentially is create situations where
people would like to take on responsibilities. This
has enabled the University to grow as a whole:
everybody is contributing what they should because
they feel it is their responsibility and the environment
allows them to do so. The founding vice-chancellor
put The Chinese University together; the second vice-
chancellor gave it a good system. When the University
no longer needed any hand-holding, 1 created the
space at the right time for talent within the University
to perform as it should, thus taking the University to
a new level of development. We have by now built
up a lot of strength and the options open are many.

When you compare the University you knew nine
years ago with the University as it is now, what are
the developments that have brought you the greatest
satisfaction?

The rapid expansion of the tertiary education sector
and the increased government funding that came with
it have allowed us to do a lot of things to become a
top university. The most satisfying change 1 have
perceived is that we now have a scholarly atmosphere
on campus — something you can find only in the
best universities. You can feel it — people are pursuing
important things because they believe such things are
important. When I compare The Chinese University
with other tertiary institutions, I find that our growth
has been opportune and desirable. We are really

]4 sz ABH) - 45T Chinese University Bulletin: = Special Supplement



creating an institution that can rival the best in the world. We may not yet be
among the top — time is needed to get there, but steps in the right direction have
been taken. Our international standing has already improved tremendously. This

has given me the greatest satisfaction.

The greatest challenge,
almost an intractable
one, is to deal with the
transition from elitist
education to a popular
approach. The first
degree and its value is
changing, and the
challenge is to orient
the University in such a
way that it can produce
a gradation of graduates
who can serve diffe-
rent sectors of the
community. On the one
hand, we still try to get the best students and maintain the highest possible standards
for those who want to pursue a scholarly career and engage in research. On the
other, we need to train up more individuals to serve the community — the aim of
the popular approach being to give more young people the opportunity of tertiary
education so that they can emerge from it more confident and competent.

This challenge is brought about by social changes. Jobs that used to be filled by
secondary school students now require university graduates, albeit not necessarily
those with an elitist education. Hong Kong needs better educated people and they
have to be trained in the universities.

At The Chinese University, we try to tackle the problem by introducing a flexible
credit unit system. It is a compromise because we have to rely on the secondary
schools to provide a certain amount of education to qualify students for credit-unit
exemption. We also have to shorten students’ time for adaptation to the rigours of
a university education. The result is a compromised degree, although we can
legitimately award it since the recipients have been sufficiently equipped to perform
the roles expected of them by the community. Effectively there will be more qualified

people to serve society’s needs.

An Interview with Prof. Charies K. Kao

15



But the challenge is still there; the elitist system is basically different from the
popular approach. We haven’t really solved the problem. In fact our education
system is far from being geared towards future demands, and the problem will
remain for a long time. It is also a worldwide problem. Universities will have to
change; the elitist system will have to undergo a significant metamorphosis.

B You are not only the executive head of the University but

excellence, a telecommunications expert, an outstanding scienti vd varcher

as evidenced by the numerous prestigious awards you have received over the
years. What has been the impact of such personal achievements and standi
your work?

[J Perhaps by setting a personal example of pursuing excellence, I have motivated
others in the University to do their best. The fact that I have been preaching
excellence and have personal achievements behind me makes my job easier and
more credible. I always believe that credibility and respect has to be earned. I have
earned it and I feel glad. It conveys a message that things can be done and can be
done well. My reputation might also have helped attract some very good people to
the University — it might have influenced their decision to join this university and
not another one.

When you first joined the University, there were only
Kong. Now as you leave, there are si Vhat
the pitfalls that the University should

[] It's essential that we have an environment with more than two universities. Previously
there wasn’t much competition — university staff had only one other university to
choose from. With more universities there are more job openings and as a result,
competition is much keener than before. There is a lot of action in the tertiary
education scene, which is good for Hong Kong and for the University.

When universities are expanding at such a rate, however, we have to pay
particular attention to the quality of education. We have to tackle the problem of
teaching students with very different capabilities. The University Grants Committee
recently held a Teaching and Learning Quality Process Review to re-sensitize people
to the importance of teaching. I am most happy to find from the exercise that
members of this university have the right attitude towards teaching and that we
have a strong culture of good teaching here, something which must have been in

existence before my tenure. It emerged clearly during the review.

16 shseoksbiaii i Chinese nvesiy bulelin: SpecialSuppiement.



L] Technology is one of my speciality areas and I shall return to the technology field
after my retirement. I'll travel quite a lot in the coming few months but will eventually
set up my own company to provide services related to value-added technology-
transfer in the emerging markets in southeast Asia. I'll return to Hong Kong in
September to take part in the preparation of a technology week, which is to be
organized by the Industry Department in the first week of January 1997. I am the
chairman of the organizing committee of this function. This function is important in
demonstrating Hong Kong'’s technological capability. I expect to remain busy but
after retirement, I will manage my time
on my own terms and hopefully be
able to strike a better balance between

work and leisure. So far it has been  EEEEE TR A 2 2

tilted too much towards work.

Everyone has a responsibility to oneself
and to others. Do your utmost to fulfil

that responsibility. O

SR T HRR B
TR SRR E
(AFHF ) XE Bl -
Prof. Kao presenting
the Vice-Chancellor’s
Cup to the winning
team of the VC's Cup
staff tournament in
April 1991

5 $ W - e /

PR FA AN EHEFRITENG R B RPE LW -
Prof. Kao poses shoulder to shoulder with students on the first day of the
1994-95 academic year

An inferview with Prof, ChariesK.kao | 7
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Prof. Kao with
predecessor Prof. Ma
Lin (middle) and
successor Prof. Arthur
K.C. Li (Ieft) at the 40th
anniversary banquet of
United College held on
3rd May 1996

PRERAFALBRARRMEFTRERBESR - (BAd (93R) #4)

A beaming bunch: Prof. Kao with the victorious CUHK men and women rowing

teams at the Ninth Intervarsity Rowing Championship held in September 1995
(Photo by courtesy of Ming Pao Daily News)
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Valedictory Address
by Sir Quo-wei Lee, Council Chairman
at a council meeting held on 10th June 1996
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Prof. Kao, fellow members of the University Council, colleagues,

This is the last council meeting Prof. Charles K. Kao is attending as vice-chancellor

of the University. Having worked with him for so many years, we cannot but feel a

great sense of loss over his retirement.

Nine years ago, Prof. Kao, the world famous 'father of fibre optics' made a decision

to come to Hong Kong to head The Chinese University. To be the vice-chancellor of a
modern university with 13,000 students, 4,000 staff members, and an annual budget of
over HK$2,000 million is indeed a tall order, particularly so during a period of socio-
political transition in Hong Kong. We still remember how Prof. Kao delineated the
lofty goals he set for the University in his first open letter to staff and students:

The objectives and directions of this university for the next few crucial years can
clearly be summarized as follows:

The Chinese University of Hong Kong is a bilingual, comprehensive university.
Its missions are (1) to produce graduates, in increasing numbers, with first and higher
degrees of a quality comparable to the best in the world; (2) to serve as a knowledge

pool for Hong Kong; and (3) to build selected infrastructures for Hong Kong in order

to facilitate the growth of intellect, commerce and industry.




Over the last nine years, under Prof. Kao's able leadership, The Chinese University
has improved and expanded in all directions. Two new faculties — education and
engineering — have been set up, and together with five other faculties, they provide
a wide range of undergraduate and postgraduate courses that have been designed to
meet the changing social needs. Seven new research institutes have been established

or reconstituted to promote interdisciplinary research, internally and inter-institutionally.

At the same time, University administration has been overhauled and reorganized. *

More authority as well as responsibility has been decentralized to the faculties and
departments; one-line budget procedures which emphasize accountability and quality
assurance have also been introduced.

We can say the goals that Prof. Kao set for himself and the University have been
accomplished one after the other. The substantial progress made in the University's
overall development and in improving its academic standing locally and internationally
is largely due to Prof. Kao. I would like to quote some figures to illustrate the significant
contributions that Prof. Kao has made to make this university the best among local
tertiary institutions:

(i) CU provides the largest number of student hostel places — 3,982, while the
second largest number is 2,582.

(i) Last year, CU had the largest number of JUPAS applicants (9,457) choosing it as
their first choice, which represented one-third of all the applicants, while the
second largest number was 6,058.

(iii) Out of 27 research projects rated as excellent by the Research Grants Council, 12
are CU projects. No other tertiary institution has produced more than seven 'excellent’
research projects.

(iv) In 1995-96, 15 CU graduates were recruited as administrative officers by the Hong
Kong Government out of a batch of 26 local graduates recruited that year.

Our vice-chancellor is also a low-profile gentleman imbued with classical Confucian
virtues. Lao Zi said in Dao De Jing that 'the highest virtue is like the valley' and 'ample
virtue seems defective'. These are apt descriptions of Prof. Kao. And because of these
qualities he has been able to win friends from all quarters and muster support from all
sides, and lead the University to its present success. In the years to come, Prof. Kao has
set an even higher goal for himself, and that is to establish a firmer and stronger base
for the technological development of Hong Kong and China, and the promotion of
technological transfer. I am sure Prof. Kao will continue to contribute his expertise to
this university, to Hong Kong, to China, and to the Asia-Pacific region. I look forward
to frequent reunions with Prof. and Mrs. Kao on their visits to Hong Kong.

To conclude, may I on behalf of the Council and staff members of the University
express our sincere thanks to Prof. and Mrs. Kao, and wish them good health and all
the best. O
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Reply by Prof. Charles K. Kao
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Sir Quo-wei, members of the Council, colleagues:

I am very grateful to Sir Quo-wei for his very generous and kind
words. [ have always considered it my honour and privilege to have
served this great university during such exciting times. In fact, one-third

of my career has been dedicated to The Chinese University, counting my



four years as a teacher in the Department of Electronics and the last nine
years as vice-chancellor. I have witnessed how this university has prospered
and grown into a mature and quality-assured institution with a truly
international outlook. My wife and I have enjoyed the many-faceted life
on campus and we are pleased to have been part of such a vivacious and
friendly community. At an age when too much emphasis is placed on
efficiency, speed, new ideas and changes, we appreciate time-honoured
friendship, collegiality, valuable traditions, and things that will bring back
fond memories.

The Chinese University has always been proud of its unique mission
and distinctive intellectual and cultural traditions. A firm foundation has
already been laid for the University to continue to develop as a
comprehensive modern university to serve Hong Kong, China, and the
global community. [ am delighted that Prof. Arthur Li has been chosen to
lead the University into the twenty-first century. His leadership will enable
the University to continue to meet the challenges and the demands of a
new epoch for Hong Kong as the Special Administrative Region of China,
and to respond to the present and future needs of humankind.

Mr. Chairman and members of the Council, may I exhort you to
continue to give your greatest support to Prof. Li and to The Chinese
University as a whole. With your far-sighted and able guidance, T am sure
this university will grow from strength to strength. It will continue to be
an important and leading institution which emphasizes academic freedom
and institutional autonomy, and at the same time, accountability to society.

Finally, my wife and I are forever indebted to you for your unfailing
support over these years. We are particularly grateful for the honours the
Council has bestowed on us which will provide us with a valuable link

and an association with the University in the years ahead. We look forward

to a continuing relationship whenever our paths may cross.
Thank you. O
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of Hong Kong
held a farewell
party for vice-
chancellor Prof.
Charles K. Kao
and Mrs. Gwen
Kao on 30th
June 1996 at
the Mandarin
Oriental. Guests

included vice-
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The event took the form of a reunion
and there was much remembering of
things past. The sumptuous dinner was
accompanied by a lively programme,

which included Cantonese opera,

performances by the Chung Chi String

Quartet, and the highlight of the evening
— Prof. Kao’s rendition of 'Around the
World I Search for You'.

An extempore college anthem singing
contest, won by New Asia alumni,

completed the evening. O
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The master of ceremony
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posing with Prof. and
Mrs. Kao
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Prof. Kao performing
his piéce de résistance
'Around the World T
Search for you' under
Mrs. Kao's tender gaze
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HARALEGHRE
Alumni representatives on

stage toasting the Kaos
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Closing act of the farewell
party — an extempore
college anthem singing
contest, initiated by Chung
Chi (right) and won by
New Asia (below)
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Chair of Federation of Alumni Associations, Mr. K.H.

Lee (middle) and chair of the dinner party's organizing
committee, Mr. S.F. Heung (left) presenting a souvenir
to Prof. Kao on behalf of CUHK alumni
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And sends to me by a sleight of hand
Secret notes. I nonchalantly stand
... with colleagutes in a canteen line.
We thought our blushes went unseen;
Unknowingly grows love pristine
... soon spied by all, shy Valentine!

Gwen Kao, 1992
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he Chinese University of Hong Kong held a farewell banquet for vice-chancellor

Prof. Charles K. Kao and Mrs. Gwen Kao in the Jade Ballroom of Hotel Furama
Kempinski on 24th July. Attending the banquet were some 400 guests, including Council
members, staff, students, and alumni of the University. They took the opportunity to
thank Prof. Kao for his enormous contribution to the University over the years and
wish him and Mrs. Kao good health and happiness. Sir Quo-wei Lee, chairman of the
University Council, Miss Agnes Leung, BBA graduate 1995-96, Mr. Lee Kim-hung,
chairman of the CUHK Federation of Alumni Associations, Prof. Yeung Yue-man, head
of Shaw College, and Prof. C.N. Yang, Distinguished Professor-at-large, made speeches
in praise of Prof. Kao at the banquet, and a souvenir from University members was
presented to Prof. and Mrs. Kao by Sir Quo-wei.
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Address by Sir Quo-wei Lee
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Dear guests, colleagues, alumni, students, and friends,

Prof. Kao is going to retire in a week’s time. I am delighted to see here
tonight the many friends, guests and colleagues who have gathered to thank
him for his dedicated service and remarkable contributions to the University in
the past nine years, and to bid him and Mrs. Kao a warm farewell.

While Prof. Kao has always been modest and unassuming, he has set a high
ideal for the University and created an environment conducive to its growth
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and prosperity. In the course
of his vice-chancellorship, the
number of students in the

-

University has almost doubled
and many new buildings have
been completed. Today, on the
eve of his retirement, CUHK is
a leading institution not only
in terms of student numbers but
also in recurrent funding,
campus size, as well as research
achievements. With his quiet
perseverance, Prof. Kao has

earned The Chinese University
a very high international reputation, of which we are all proud.

Prof. Kao has always exhorted the University’s teachers to team up with the
best teaching and research talent in the world, and this is consistent with his
emphasis on excellence. He has helped the University Council raise sizeable
donations for launching prestigious lecture series, recruiting talent, and
encouraging research and development. Members of the University are now
imbued with a spirit to strive for the best, and to maintain a high quality of
education. Prof. Kao’s contributions and unflagging efforts in these areas are
truly admirable.

An eminent and dedicated scientist in his own right, Prof. Kao has just
earned another honour of the highest standing. Earlier this afternoon, the Purple
Mountain Observatory of the Chinese Academy of Sciences named a minor
planet discovered by Chinese astronomers after Prof. Kao, in recognition of his
exceptional contributions to information technology, especially in fibre optic
communication and its application. His discovery has inaugurated the information
age, and has contributed towards the improvement of the quality of life and the
dissemination of knowledge. May 1, on behalf of all the members of the University
Council as well as the friends and guests present here tonight, convey our
sincere congratulations to Prof. Kao for this deserving honour that has been
bestowed upon him.

We look forward to continuing our close ties with Prof. and Mrs. Kao in the
years to come and wish them good health and all the best. O
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A Vote of Thanks from Students
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Miss Agnes Leung, BBA graduate 1995-96,
B R ZER » MRS representing CUHK students to thank the retiring

vice-chancellor

i E CHY R4 TR - LB
TGRS » EHERRE TIBRRACH o ROV - 8RR RS &
A IRIRE © 4

CRERIGEERRIG » RN T RAEZGGET]] > - TFE—4F > ZERIAEE] TR
SR » SRS L AR - EERAE— (AR A LA AR
R ERREHER TP RRARER - SR IE IS A SRR ]
HYER IO RRE R L - SUANEARIR ISR » B4 ASHTHOE - #rERR - Hidtse
YRR » THEY BRI HRBIF  FEAE R AGE R B TR R R
U o T S AR TR S Nt SR IR AR T - ERARR - 7EIE - AR
HAbRIE 23 S RAE R T RIS T FemryZe i Mz - 4 Q

BIARRIERES  Faewel Dinner for Prof. and Mrs. Kao '3‘3



Extracts from the Address by Prof. Yeung Yue-man

On this very special and
memorable occasion, I have the
honour of saying a few words
on behalf of the teaching and
administrative staff of the
University. ...

I wish to say something
about Charles as a person and
what he has contributed to the
University. These can be
summed up by two acronyms
s ook | i , ¥ ) — LAP and SPACE.

SRR . e % LAP describes Charles as a
’&kgﬁ%&%k SEARIATERARM S REE person. 'L' stands for his boyish
M ARACEHIT + BRREG I 4 o

good looks. For a person who
is about to retire, Charles looks surprisingly young. I have yet to find out how
he can work so hard and stay so young-looking. His full head of black hair
draws much envy from a person like myself who has so little up there.

'A' represents his cascade of awards, to use the Governor's phrase earlier
this week, which have brought much fame and glory to the University. These
honours have culminated in the recent Japan Prize and the naming of a star as
'Kaokuen' this afternoon. He has been collecting awards almost as regularly and
routinely as we collect our salary. Charles has put the University on the academic
map of the world and we have all been basking in the reflected pride from his
awards and prizes. It is difficult to find another scientist who has achieved

more.

'P' refers to Charles' personality. Surprisingly, for somebody who has spent
so much of his life in the West, Charles to my mind personifies the typical
Chinese scholar, in the sense that he is modest and willing to listen. His two
character traits that I find most striking are his forgiveness and generosity. He
has the forgiveness of the Buddha and the generosity of Henry Ford, to avoid
any comparison with well-known local personalities. His self-control is also
impressive as I have never seen him lose his temper, no matter how heavy the
pressure.

Moving on to what he has done for the University, I think the acronym
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SPACE will do the trick. Those in the AAPC or who work closely with Charles
would know that all these years Charles has created space for individuals as
well as for departments and faculties at the University.

'S' is first and foremost associated with students. During Charles' tenure as
vice-chancellor, the University saw a remarkable increase in student numbers.
Although a territory-wide development, this is a significant change. Charles has
always had students close to his heart in many of his decisions and policies. His
recent decision to donate his Japan Prize money and his consultancy earnings
to set up a foundation bears testimony to his love for students.

'P' calls to mind the physical transformation of the campus — the construction
of many buildings and facilities. The Shaw campus came into being during
Charles' tenure. 'P' also stands for the setting up of the Personnel Office — a
precursor to administrative revamping, and forward planning — which replaced
the former annual reporting by individual units.

'A' stands for administrative restructuring and decentralization, as seen in
the reorganization of the Registry and the Secretariat, and most recently in the
one-line budget. Charles has brought with him his vast experience in the industrial
sector to streamline and modernize university administration. 'A' also stands for
academic links, whose value for this university Charles strongly believes in.

'C! is associated with many things — credit unit system, CUWO, and college
harmony. A significant development during Charles' tenure is the implementation
of the flexible credit unit system when it became clear that we had to shorten
our curriculum. Every successful man, as the saying goes, has a woman behind
him. Charles has been extremely fortunate in this respect in having been supported
in every way by Gwen. Gwen was instrumental in uniting women on campus
by organizing many exciting activities through CUWO. Gwen's good tastes have
been reflected in the physical transformation of the VC's office, their own residence
and in many other ways. During Charles' time, and certainly in the last two and
a half years when [ serve as head of Shaw College, I feel that the cooperation
and comradeship among the colleges have never been better.

Finally, 'E' is equated with excellence and efficiency — in research, teaching
and administration. Charles has enhanced the research profile of the University
by greater emphasis on competitiveness and accountability. Thanks to Charles'
vision and support, we have now a very strong and supportive research
environment.

Thus, through LAP SPACE we remember Charles as a person and his many
achievements and breakthroughs during his tenure as VC of this university. LAP.
SPACE is reminiscent of the laptop computer, a product of advanced technology
and therefore a fitting analogy to the 'father of fibre optics'. ...
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Address by Prof. C.N.
Yang
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After the Naming of a Star as 'Kaokuen'

As a little boy, I lived in Hefei, Anhui, a very backward and unenlightened
place, without chances of seeing the outside world. On summer nights when it
did not rain, my mother and I often moved our rattan bed to the courtyard to
cool off. On moonless nights, we looked up at millions and millions of glittering
stars, beautiful and mysterious. For me that was the first time I had seen the
great wide world outside.

Thirty years later, I was living in Princeton, New Jersey. During moonless
nights, my son and I often looked up at the sky and sang 'Twinkle twinkle little
star, how I wonder what you are'. Millions and millions of stars were still glittering,
beautiful and mysterious.

After today I know every time I look at the sky with my little granddaughter,
admiring the glittering stars, beautiful and mysterious, I shall tell her that one of
them is called 'Kaokuen'. I shall also tell her that, at that very moment, countless
optical fibres are transmitting countless bits, pushing mankind into a century of
high speed information. O
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