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RE &A% Ladies
Gentlemen,

Good afternoon. May I, first of all,

thank you all for coming to this

and

ceremony, and say how very grateful I
am that the University has seen fit to
accept my donation of Dr. C.M. Li’s
statue. It is a very small token of my
deep gratitude to this great institution,
to which I have dedicated my entire
working life during almost four
decades, and which in turn has given
me so much: a long, satisfying career,
personal growth in many ways, and now;, also
the freedom for other pursuits which have
always been dear to my heart. Today [ am
indeed greatly honoured, as well as deeply
moved, by such an unusual gathering of the
University community. Let me, therefore,
avail myself of this rare opportunity to say
‘Thank You’ to you all, my dear friends and
colleagues, especially the five vice-chancellors
here in front of me, all of whom I have the
honour of serving, although each in a different
way; and particularly Ambrose, a good and
great friend, who has done so much to make
the idea of this statue come true; and then, of
course, also my colleagues at both the
Secretariat and the ICS, who had all given me
such wonderful and loyal support over the
years, and made a success of our many tasks,

projects and plans. To all of you, from the

% —

Em Y AEARRE

FEFFTERABBES

Ceremony for the Presentation of the

Statue of Dr. Choh-Ming Li
Founding Vice-Chancellor of

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

28.11.2004

bottom of my heart, may I say “Thank You'.
But, of course, what all of us have
gathered here for, is to say ‘Thank You’ to
Dr. C.M. Li, the Founding Vice-Chancellor
of the University as well as the Founding
Director of this Institute. To some of us, it
seems only yesterday when C.M. was
standing here, at this very spot, unveiling
the commemorative plaque for this
Institute, which bears his own calligraphy
and is now standing over there by the
entrance; together with him was Mr.
Harold Lee, whose family has been such a
stalwart in support of the University ever
since (or even before) its founding, and was
also the donor of this very Institute
Building. Then, a few years later, on
another sunny day and at the same spot,
Dr. Li would be showing off the Institute
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to our distinguished Overseas Council
members, especially Lord Fulton and Dr.
Clark Kerr, who had played such
prominent roles in the history of the
University. Yet, more three decades have
since gone by, and all of them are no longer
with us now. In fact, we are talking about
an age probably hardly recognizable to
many of our colleagues, and even less so
to the young people today. But Dr. Jean
Rogers who has flown around half the
world to join us here today would no doubt
still have fond memories of that age, as well
as of her father going around this campus.
In any case, I am sure we can all agree that,
if a university is to grow on a secure
foundation, then it must not forget its roots.
So, with your indulgence, I would like to
take a few moments in recalling the old
days, and do it in Cantonese, the native
dialect of Dr. Li.
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