Ever in My Feant
Sl P I A ML LN

Professor Ambrose Y.C. King and The Chinese University

T
lI, o4,

XX KRERTF] 47/ Chinese University Bulletin Special Supplement






$ 3 K& B A

Chinese University Bulletin

HH-—BRLEE
Special Supplement -Spring 2007

© —FELF BEPUAR
©The Chinese University of
Hong Kong 2007

CoR KAL) B
H HR SCOR B R i
L N B U =
The Chinese University Bulletin is
published biannually by the
Information Services Office and is
distributed to friends and staff of CUHK

BHUE

e \ RALF

R RATER BA W
7t P SCR B R

Address all correspondence to
Information Services Office, CUHK,
Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong SAR,
The People’s Republic of China
&%

E-mail

iso@cuhk.edu.hk

43

Website
www.cuhk.edu.hk/iso/bulletin/
RERHNZHAEER

Advisory Committee on

Chinese University Bulletin

2RSS Mr. Li Kai-ming

1 Ms. Conita S.C. Leung
#14% Prof. Joseph M. Chan

# K Z{4% Prof. Daniel PL. Law

FRELEAZLAZ Prof. Billy K.L. So
Prof. David Parker

s

Editor

73 i K.F. Chor
BB iREE
Assistant Editor

[ B4 Piera Chen
imiEENIE

Edlitorial Assistant
51183 Wendy Ng
BE

Production

M&TUE Ada Lam

B &

CONTENTS

52

Preface

5 PAREA

Years at The Chinese University

11 TR A

Inaugural Address

15 SHEEREHEZ

Interviewing Prof. Ambrose King

26 TR E S
o R RE
o BB NG R
Conferment of Honorary Degree

« Citation of Prof. King Yeo Chi Ambrose,
Doctor of Laws, honoris causa

+ Address by Prof. King Yeo Chi Ambrose,
Doctor of Laws, honoris causa

35 BRIBE
o 1 I G R
Farewell Dinner
+ Speech by Prof. Ambrose King

42 TREHREIZPNEE

FOCET - SRR

Chinese calligraphy courtesy of Prof. Ambrose King






vi B FE

Preface

n 1970, founding Vice-Chancellor of The
IChinese University of Hong Kong Dr. Choh-

Ming Li invited famous Chinese sociologist
Yang Ching-kun to help launch the discipline
of sociology at CUHK. Highly impressed by
Prof. King's book From Tradition to Modernity,
published in 1966, Yang recommended Prof.
King to Vice-Chancellor Li. He even wrote
the young Prof. King, who was in the United
States at the time, urging him to join the then
newly founded Chinese University. Prof. King
did — as a lecturer in sociology. He went on to
become Head of New Asia College, Chairman
of the Department of Sociology, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor of the University, and, in 2002, he
was installed as the fifth Vice-Chancellor of
CUHK. During his vice-chancellorship, Prof.
King led CUHK to overcome unprecedented
challenges and founded a School of Law that has
significant implications for both the University
and legal education in Hong Kong.

Born in 1935, Prof. King is a native of Tiantai in
Zhejiang Province. He obtained his BA in law
from Taiwan University, M.Phil. in political
science from Taiwan Chengchi University,
and Ph.D. in sociology from the University
of Pittsburgh. He had been visiting scholar at
Cambridge University, MIT, the University of
Wisconsin, and the University of Heidelberg.
Prof. King is a great educator, an esteemed
sociologist and a brilliant essayist who is as
prolific and respected a writer as he is a teacher.
Prof. King was Founding President of the Hong
Kong Sociological Association. In 1994, he
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In front of the Tower of Learning in Pittsburgh,
USA (1964)
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was elected Academician of Acade:
Taiwan. In 1998, he received an Honorafy Doctor
of Letters from the Hong Kong Univ;ers'i’cy‘ of
Science and Technology, and the Silver Bauhinia
Star from the Government of the HKSAR. He
was elected an outstanding alumnus of the
University of Pittsburgh in 2001.

Prof. King is a man of many interests whose
lyrical writing is, like his academic papers,
elegant and well-known. His two famous essay
collections, republished many times since the
first edition, have enjoyed a loyal following
all these years. The title of the Preface of this
publication ‘Ever in My Heart’, is taken from
one of his essays.

Prof. King has continued to serve The Chinese
University with passion and dedication since his
retirement. In 2005, he was invited to lead the
University’s Committee on Bilingualism. [
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A veteran of CUHK

BBEHRA=Z+TZ24: —ENF > (ER)

FEHERE - BBAR - FRAA - BEAR

+ - eMEARKR T EE /AR RS
[EE] -

From left: CUHK founding Vice-Chancellor Dr. Choh-

Ming Li, Prof. Ma Lin, Mrs. Li, Sir John Fulton, Prof.

Ambrose King and Dr. F.C. Chen outside the Vice-

Chancellor’s Residence (1978)
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Joined CUHK as lecturer in sociology; a teacher well loved
and respected by generations of students.

Appointed a member of the Working Party on Educational Policy and

University Structure to review basic policy matters concerning the

undergraduate programme and the necessary readjustments in the structure
of the University.
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At the inauguration of the ‘Ch’ien Mu Lectures in History

and Culture’ with Dr. Ch’ien Mu (middle) and Mr. Edwin Tao

(1978)
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1977

Appointed head of New Asia College; instrumental in setting up the ‘Ch’ien
Mu Lectures in History and Culture’ in 1978 and inviting the 84-year-old college
founder to return to Hong Kong and deliver the inaugural lecture. According
to Prof. Ma Lin, then Vice-Chancellor, ‘Professor Ambrose King ... as a College
Head ... contributed so much to the stability and progress of the University
during the decade following the reorganization [of CUHK] in 1976.

Assumed chairmanship of the Department of Sociology; the department went
from strength to strength in 13 years under his leadership, becoming a regional
centre of excellence in sociology studies.
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1979
Appointed Reader
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1983
Promoted Professor of Sociology.
Appointed chairman of a Special Panel on Curriculum Review to strengthen

the credit-unit system, establish general education and language education
requirements, and enhance student choice in the undergraduate curriculum.
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1989

Appointed chairman of a Working Group on Curriculum Review to increase
the flexibility of the credit unit system. The system was approved by the
Senate in February 1990 for implementation in conjunction with the first
JUPAS exercise.

Appointed Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the University, with responsibility for
academic planning and development.

FK5% A Years at The Chinese University | 7
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2002
Appointed the fifth Vice-Chancellor of The Chinese University in September.

His vice-chancellorship since have seen very challenging issues being tackled,
such as institutional integration, the SARS outbreak, and budget cuts. Much
also has been done under Prof. King’s leadership in preparation for a new
model of institutional governance and major academic initiatives, setting the
stage for a new phase of development as CUHK reaches 40.
SRERRA-ZZBEZ-F AT HRPRERNAESHBEERBETRR -

The Vice-Chancellor met with students to discuss institutional integration on 22 October 2002.

MBA PProgrammes ss Administration
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‘From Risk to Crisis Management: A Post-SARS Revival Workshop’

RXCKER T 45T Chinese University Bulletin + Special Supplement



22N

EfF [ “RFERRKRERRWE — 0] - s
BAICERREFRFHAOSE - R-FFNFE=A_+LE2=1TH%
SR ERERAT > U+ 203k [ 5% 3t s BRI F) AR R i B -
B AR RAR S K e e e B S R A A AR R

HAEAMBOLE R AEBBEEREAL -

L ABK -

TEREAT i B IRk P ZAR AT -

2004

Hosted The University
Presidents” Global Forum
2004 ‘Universities in
the 21st Century’ on 29
and 30 March 2004 at
which over 40 heads of
prestigious institutions of
higher learning the world
over gathered to discuss
strategies for higher
education development
in the 21st century. The
Forum aimed at promoting
collaboration among
leading universities.

The University announced
the establishment of the
School of Law in May.
The School is expected to
contribute to the learning
and development of
law through research,
particularly in the context
of the different legal and
constitutional traditions

of the region.
Retired in July.

Awarded the title of
Emeritus Professor of
Sociology.

TEZNFRRAERERE (CBENF=A=+NAE=1H)
University Presidents’ Global Forum 2004 (29-30 March 2004)
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(From left) Dr. Anthony Neoh, Prof. Ambrose King, and Prof. Liu
Pak-wai, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, announcing plans for a law school
on 10 May 2004

K57 A Years at The Chinese University | O
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The last AAPC meeting chaired by Prof. King was held on 29 June 2004
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2005
Accepted the invitation to chair the Committee on Bilingualism to
review and make recommendations on how The Chinese University

can continue to uphold and enhance its policy on bilingualism.
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) TEia R At B sk & b > BT feel most honoured standing here on this
) FWPCREEIMAKE august platform to be installed as the fifth
B S o R E R AHRK Vice-Chancellor of The Chinese University of
T R ALFAT - TE R ZE AL R Hong Kong. Unlike my predecessors I am not
BB 7 1 = R B 0 G > HIR— required to make long-term commitments to this

BRI ETWE - RE S FES position; yet the weight of responsibility I feel
BRI E > —HERE > on my shoulders is no less heavy. To this lofty
i — B AR BB - En position I offer my pledge: for as long as I am
Ho R EEBENAE EAEK Vice-Chancellor, I will do what a vice-chancellor
BHET  AAKEEERNETH should and must. And for the confidence and
ATEE o trust reposed in me, I will return my best when
performing my duties as Vice-Chancellor.

HORSEAR AR AR AR T o HUE The University will turn 40 next year. On
FHETATEHAREEAN A 17 October it in fact entered its 40th year. The
' ; history of The Chinese University over the

/ course of four decades is a magnificent story

of the birth, growth, and blossoming of an
institution of higher learning founded by the
Chinese. I feel impelled to pay tribute to our
founding Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Choh-Ming Li,
and to my predecessors — Prof. Ma Lin, Prof.
Charles Kao, and Prof. Arthur Li. It is my good
fortune to have worked with them at different
stages of my career, availing myself of the
opportunity to be involved in institutional
development in diverse capacities under their
leadership, and to share in the joy of growing
with the University.

Every one of our former Vice-Chancellors
served the University with all their heart, each
successfully pushing it to a new and higher plane
of development during his term. What needs also

to be pointed out is that the University is most
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blessed to have enjoyed, since its inception, the
selfless support and contribution of its Council
Chairmen and members, who have been some of
the wisest and most capable community leaders
in this city, making our institution a bona fide
Chinese university founded by Hong Kong
Chinese.

Today, as we gather at the University Mall for
the 58th Congregation, we can best see and
best feel all that the University has heroically
achieved in 40 years. What was once a barren
hillock has now been transformed into a
stunning campus cloaked in green, with some
130 buildings, flanked on one side by the hills
and on the other by the sea. Institutionally there
are four colleges, seven faculties, a graduate
school, and close to a hundred research
institutes and centres. The grand framework
of a research-based comprehensive university
has taken shape at The Chinese University.
When the visionary Dr. Choh-Ming Li was
inaugurated founding Vice-Chancellor, there
were only 1,600 odd students. Today, there are
15,000, of whom some 9,500 are undergraduates
and 5,500 postgraduates. After today, some
4,500 graduates of the class of 2002 will join
the ranks of the University’s alumni, who are
an elite group boasting a membership of close
to 70,000. Perennial efforts by the University
to nurture local talent have helped create the
force that propels Hong Kong forward from
a colonial city to an internationally-famous
metropolis. The Chinese University of Hong
Kong as we know it today is in every sense
an international university, one that enjoys
worldwide recognition and reputation in many
areas of its teaching and research. Its MBA
Programme was ranked number one in Asia
by Asia Inc last August, and its Executive MBA
Programme has just been rated top in Asia and
20th in the world by the London-based Financial

Times. Forty years of tireless efforts by staff and
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students seeking progress and self-renewal
have done the University proud, assuring it a
place in the forefront of the international league

of universities.

Looking back now as the University marches
into its fifth decade, we have every reason to
be proud and confident. But what lies ahead of
us is the challenge posed by the intensification
of globalization in higher education, which
permits no self-complacency on our part. So
let us continue to march forward in our quest
for excellence. Let us tackle the many tasks that
need to be done. On one such task — the refining
of the model of institutional governance — is
hinged the elevation of the University to a yet
higher level of development in the new century.
With globalization in full force, we must continue
to uphold bilingualism, stressing proficiency
in both English and Chinese. As a research
university, we must give equal emphasis to
teaching and research. And in the light of
heightened specialization, we must pay the same
attention to professional and general education.
In a race against universities from across the
world, we should definitely cherish what is
uniquely our heritage. But what is even more
important is the readiness to embrace change
while remaining true to our commitments, all
for the sake of strengthening our competitive

edge at the international level.

It is my good fortune that my path has
intertwined with that of the University’s over
the past 32 years. It is also a blessing that in the
last year of my service, I can journey with you
all on its path to excellence as Vice-Chancellor
of the University. Obviously no vice-chancellor
can ever travel the whole length of the journey.
But let me assert my firm belief that on the
way there will always be a vice-chancellor and
teachers and students of the University who
persist in forging ahead, relentlessly, fearlessly,

and undauntedly. 1
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Prof. Ambrose King
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You mentioned in your inaugural address as Vice-Chancellor of CUHK
that ‘unlike [your] predecessors [you are] not required to make long-term
commitments to this position; yet the weight of responsibility [you] feel on [your]
shoulders is no less heavy...for as long as [you are] Vice-Chancellor, [you] will
do what a Vice-Chancellor should and must.” At the time, what did you believe
was the responsibility of the Vice-Chancellor of The Chinese University?
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- Recalling my inauguration as Vice-Chancellor, I knew clearly where I

stood in the history of the University and what my responsibilities were.

My tenure was not long hence my words "My responsibility is heavy

but the journey is short.” When I joined The Chinese University in 1970,
I was aware that it aspired to become an international university run
by Chinese. It was the ideal of our founding Vice-Chancellor Dr. Choh-
Ming Li. Being Chinese, it is our duty to promote culture and foster
integration between Chinese and western cultures. In doing so, we
attach equal importance to our Chinese heritage and our international
outlook. CUHK is a university with the high aspirations befitting a
great institution. For over 40 years, CUHK has undergone changes and
upheld traditions in its pursuit of excellence. It has found its place

among the great universities of the world. In the light

of globalization of higher education, we have to
sustain progress in the quality of our research and
teaching in order to maintain our edge. It is only
by doing so that we can nurture top talent for
Hong Kong and China. Anyone in the position

of Vice-Chancellor of this University is bound to feel
the weight of responsibility on his shoulders.

RARHE - KF R AALAEE R g - 4R
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o M4 2

Mr. Cai Yuanpei said that a university’s functions are to lead and
serve society. Is there conflict between the roles of leading and
serving, or is one secondary to the other?
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Peking University, where Mr. Cai Yuanpei served as President, was
the cradle of the new cultural movement. It advocated new ideas and
thinking and its influence was felt throughout the country. It was a
prime example of a university ‘leading society’ and an unusual one
at that. In the knowledge-based society of today, universities develop
knowledge and theories that directly or indirectly affect the development
of society. The creation of knowledge and the grooming of talent are
a university’s greatest service to society. According to this definition,
there is no conflict between the roles of leading and serving. Of course,
if the concept of “service’ is extended beyond what is appropriate so it
negatively affects a university’s core responsibilities, that is, teaching
and research, then there would be conflict and contradiction.

10 42 AR B K 8 SR P oA T o T AR — 6

You once mentioned that there are certain things a university must preserve

and certain things it must change. Could you elaborate on this?
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A successful university must both change
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pufessor Ambose Y CKing. Mick

and remain unchanged in the process of
development. I have observed this from
the historical evolvement of two old and
established universities, Oxford and
Cambridge. In the last century, especially after
World War 1I, all famous universities in the
world underwent countless drastic changes as
they grew and thrived. Change was the theme
of development and its motivation was often
external. But these universities managed to
uphold their core duty, that is, the steadfast
pursuit of excellence in teaching and research.

ERERREFN+EAFREDMBE il [ 2R
ftRAB2zEN| (Z2ZE=FNA=+AH)

Prof. Ambrose King delivered a public lecture on
‘Universities in the Age of Globalization’ during the ~ university with promise must position itself

40th Anniversary Fair (20 September 2003) in the global context. It must engage in self-

Today, given the intensity of globalization, any
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reflection and soul-searching and make necessary changes, in order to
maintain its competitiveness. But whatever the changes, it must remain
true to its core responsibilities.

B RERKRENRSE D KEFHAEI  RKELEZFTTLREDW
BEk - REDAREFNER  FHERZRESH ?

You said in the last Annual Report of your vice-chancellorship that it

was never your intention to become the Vice-Chancellor of The Chinese
University. Recalling the events of those few years, which have been the most

memorable?
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University Presidents’ Global Forum 2004 ‘Universities in the 21st Century’ (29-30 March 2004)
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No, I never intended to be Vice-Chancellor. I was reluctant to give
up teaching and research which were the very reasons I joined the
University. When I was appointed Vice-Chancellor by the University
Council in 2002, circumstances were unique. I felt I had no choice but
I also felt there was no need to be excessively modest so I accepted the
appointment without hesitation. In those two years, I did more than
I had originally intended. I was prepared to be Vice-Chancellor for a
year, but I ended up
doing it for two. You
ask me how I feel
I can tell you there
has not been a single
moment of regret.

I experienced a lot
during my term,
including events that
were entirely beyond
my expectation.
Let me talk about a
few. An emergency
occurred even before

my seat was warm.
The University had

CEER=F+-ANHEGRE
At the budget cut briefing session in December 2003
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organized a hundred activities to celebrate its 40th anniversary. One
of them, the University Presidents’ Global Forum, had invited the
participation of over 50 university presidents. Then SARS broke out
and the whole world was wary of coming to Hong Kong. I wrote
immediately to all the presidents to explain that the forum would be
postponed. Only the President of Cambridge University had set off
before my letter could reach him. He arrived and I welcomed him
under the shadow of SARS. It gave special meaning to the occasion. A
year later, the forum was held.

At the onset of the SARS outbreak, Prof. Sydney Chung, then dean of
the Faculty of Medicine, rang me expressing the wish to talk to the
public about the urban outbreak and requesting my support. I told him
that if he had absolute proof, I was definitely behind him. An urban
outbreak was a very serious issue that would have repercussions in
the economy. I believed that an urban outbreak was very bad news for
Hong Kong, but not promptly telling the truth would cause even more
harm. As events unfolded, Prof. Chung’s decision was proven right.
During those few months, the University was in a state of emergency.
Classes were suspended (but operations were not) for the first time
in its history. The Faculty of Medicine, being a core medical service
centre, worked non-stop with other departments to combat SARS from
all fronts. Those were the darkest days in the University’s history but,
in the end, the battle was won. And our teachers at the Medical Faculty

were elected “Asian Heroes’ by Time magazine.

' ' A

EXIT0

ARFEEZERERDLHBSEPAGFSEERRA - HERSBERR  £RHEHE
Bk

Former Chief Executive Tung Chee-hwa visiting the CUHK Virus Genomics Group during the
SARS outbreak. To his right is Prof. Ambrose King; to his left is Prof. Sydney Chung.
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Another agonizing event during my tenure was the government’s
funding cut which had a huge impact on the University’s budget.
I happened to mention this to a visiting university president from
overseas. He said many university presidents were faced with this
problem. I told him we had to cut back by $50 million per year. He
asked, "How much is that in US dollars? * I replied, ‘It's US$50 million.”
He was incredulous.

Thanks to the understanding and unity of the CUHK community, we
overcame our hurdles. The University’s overall vigour was not seriously
dampened by the funding cut. The happiest event during my term was
the establishment of the School of Law. Not only is it a milestone in the
development of the University and legal education in Hong Kong, but it has
also made CUHK complete as a comprehensive research-based university.

hETEEAE @8 EK YBAELHRFET EABRIFAEEY
BM R RRERAE  RLEBRBHRIEDE R —4 o RE
L E i AEM T PRI R AR ?

You were born in China, you grew up in Taiwan, lived and studied in the

United States. Yet it was in Hong Kong that you spent most time working and
living. You are fond of Cambridge yet you said returning to Heidelberg was
like homecoming. How do you feel about these different places?
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Vlgw from the former home of Ggrmgn somologlst Max Weper at B% o GRAESMBIE M TR
Heidelberg, the background of his highly acclaimed collection of 5
essays (1985) BRET |
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Cambridge and Heidelberg are both university towns, small and
beautiful with a mesmerizing cultural atmosphere. Although I was
a foreigner, I was never lonely there as a traveler and inhabitant.
Heidelberg was where sociologist Max Weber studied and penned his
works so it held special meaning for me. I have been to Heidelberg many
times. On my second trip there, there was a feeling of homecoming. In
the modern age, one may live in different countries throughout one’s
lifetime, with which and to which one may develop identification and
attachment. In a sense, the modern man is someone for whom home is at
once nowhere and everywhere. Is this a blessing or a curse? I have lived
in Mainland China, Taiwan and Hong Kong and have innumerable ties
with each. For the time being, Hong Kong is my home. I have spent the
largest chunk of my life living and working here. Every time I arrive in
Hong Kong from abroad, it feels like home.

thuy CRIMEE4) Fo CEIBRIE4) HER LA HHIE - &
EF—k (P REH) B2 FRHEHRESHFR o

Reflections on Cambridge and Reflections on Heidelberg are well-known

essay collections. Would you write Memoirs of The Chinese University? Your
readers are eagerly waiting.
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Ijoined The Chinese University in 1970. I was head of New Asia College
in 1977, and later Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor. All these
years, I was almost always involved in administration. Teaching was
my chief duty but I always had a fair share of administrative work and,
truth be told, it was wearying. At Cambridge and Heidelberg, I had no
administrative or teaching duties. Apart from writing

academic reports, I was master of my own time.
When I did not have my nose buried in sociology
research, I would release my literary spirit and
weave my observations and thoughts into essays
which later became Reflections on Cambridge and ==
Reflections on Heidelberg. The Chinese University
has a special place in my heart and there are
indeed many things to write about. Perhaps,

one day, I will put pen to paper.
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B A ARG BAIRAEE G ?
Please tell us about your life in retirement.
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Retired life is relaxing. My pace of life has slowed down and my hours

are no longer dictated by the alarm clock. I have more time to read,
especially books outside my speciality. I could watch with no qualms
videotapes that I had always wanted but had no time to watch. I
finished all episodes of the Korean serial drama KR4 at the end of
last year. It was good. I went to Angkorwat with some old friends not
long ago. It was memorable. But I am still a long way from a free and
leisurely life. There are many meetings to attend both in Hong Kong
and overseas, and much consultancy work to do. There are academic
lectures I cannot decline to give. Even my original plan of practising
Chinese calligraphy once a week has to be postponed. The typescript
of an English book awaiting publication is sitting on my desk but I
never got around to proofreading it. I cannot carry on like this. I must
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rearrange my schedule. At least I want to spend more time playing with
Adrian, my youngest grandson. He is one and just starting to learn
how to talk. He is my greatest joy in retirement.

HIRGERFRFARF—REE A 2

What advice do you have for colleagues and students of the University?
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I often miss my colleagues at The Chinese University. In my 30 years

here, I have befriended many staff, met many individuals whose talent,
scholarship, character, and abilityIadmired. WhenIwas Vice-Chancellor,
I made the acquaintance of colleagues from different departments and
units, whose respect for their jobs left a deep impression on me. The
challenge of SARS and the funding cuts gave me the opportunity tolearn
more about my colleagues’ ethics of professionalism. I also witnessed
many of them toiling without complaint for the overall interest of
the University. I had the good fortune to work with many excellent
faculty and staff. Without the concerted effort of generations of CUHK
staff, the University would not have made continuous progress and
earned the world’s recognition in a little over 40 years. May CUHKers
enjoy happiness and health always! I also want to say to our students
that the whole university, from the Vice-Chancellor to all faculty and
staff, are working to build an ideal environment for their academic and
personal growth. I hope they will make wise use of their time to study
and prepare themselves for a meaningful career and contributions to
society.
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Confernment of Honorary Degree
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Citation of Prof. King Yeo Chi Ambrose,
Doctor of Laws, honoris causa

e who are living today have the good

fortune to stand astride two centuries

as witnesses to many earth-shaking
historical changes. Yet what significance do these
experiences hold for us? Will they become just a
part of our memory of the past, now and again
raising a smile, or inducing a sigh? Or should
we look squarely at these historical events and
consider their underlying causes and implications
from various angles? To ponder the past and look
toward the future from the vantage point of the
present: this is a sage’s approach to life. Prof.
Ambrose Y.C. King is a sociologist, thinker and
educator, touching on issues and areas that span

over different generations and centuries.

Prof. Ambrose King’s academic training began
in Taiwan. In the 1950s he gained a Bachelor of
Arts from Taiwan University and an MA from
Chengchi University. Following this he went
abroad to study at the University of Pittsburgh
in the United States, where he broadened his
intellectual horizons. He was awarded a Ph.D.
in 1970. Like many intellectuals of the day, he
was concerned about the new developments
in China as it sloughed off the old society, and
gave his attention to the subsequent course that
Chinese culture might take. He employed the
theoretical framework of Max Weber, a western
scholar, as a different entry point to formulate
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a new analysis of this series of political and
intellectual issues. Between From Tradition to
Modernity (1966) and The Modern Turn of China
(2004), Prof. King devoted almost four decades
to the study of the course and pattern of changes
that China underwent during the past two
centuries and more. From the end of the 19th
century to the beginning of the 21st, following
the disintegration of the dynastic order and the
collapse of the clan system, China has gradually
entered upon a new era. But in these 200 years
as China has modernized, what costs have
been endured, and what has been achieved?
In today’s world, where the major trend is
globalization, how can China preserve its own
unique identity? Prof. King points out that each
of the two cultures, East and West, have their
strengths and weaknesses. We should not be
complacent, nor should we feel inferior. We must
understand Western civilization and reconcile
the contradictions and tensions between East
and West, striving for the construction of a
pluralistic world where different cultures co-
exist in harmony. Prof. King recognizes that, in
this lengthy revolution spanning three centuries,
the path of modernization has been enormously
difficult and fraught with danger, but the way
ahead is growing brighter. Even as we bid
farewell to the past, we must respect history
and learn from it, finding our own place in this
plural and internationalized society, in order to
develop our own potential, strive for the future
and build a new order of civilization.

Prof. King came to work in Hong Kong in 1970,
thereafter publishing a series of theses on Hong
Kong society. These include The Administrative
Absorption of Politics in Hong Kong (1975); Social
Life and Development in Hong Kong (1981); The
Special Character of Hong Kong’s Polity and Its
Democratic Prospects (1987); and One Country,
Two Systems: An Idea on Trial (1995), and Hong
Kong: A City with the Most Traits of Modernity in
Chinese Societies (2000). He held that in order to
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understand Hong Kong, one cannot overlook
two important threads: colonial rule and
capitalism. It is only upon the tapestry woven
from these two that we can attempt a deep
analysis: having cast off colonialism, whither the
political system and culture of Hong Kong? As
China seeks a new order of civilization, how can
Hong Kong transform itself from a colonial city
into an international metropolis? These are issues
that Prof. King has been pondering in recent
years, and ones that everyone in the Mainland,

Taiwan and Hong Kong are concerned about.

In 1975, Prof. King went to Cambridge
University in England where he wrote his
first essay on university education, entitled
“Two Cultures and Technological Humanism'.
He pointed out that, in an atmosphere where
there was interaction between different cultures
and fields of study, the unique internal spirit
and external dynamism can better manifest
themselves. In 1983 he published The Idea of a
University, a work that was the fruit of many
years of reflection and study. Prof. King has
been involved with university education for
close to 40 years, and has set an example of
personal involvement by moving forward along
this path to make his ideas of a university a
reality. He believes that both western monastic
education and the traditional Chinese academy
attached equal importance to knowledge
and character-building. The ideas of the wise
men and philosophers of the past are the life-
giving headwaters of today’s universities. Yet
modern universities tend to over-emphasize
the teaching of knowledge at the expense of
cultivation of the moral character. Therefore,
Prof. King eagerly promotes the philosophy
of the traditional Chinese academy as a way
to enhance moral education, while at the same
time emphasizing the global vision and foresight
crucial to university education. He has initiated
diverse programmes for visiting scholars,

inviting world-renowned academics as visiting
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lecturers, with the goal of enhancing intellectual
exchange to inspire young scholars’ thirst for
knowledge and to establish a broader platform

for intellectual pursuits.

In 1970, Prof. King joined the ranks of The
Chinese University of Hong Kong, teaching in
the Department of Sociology. In 1974, he was
promoted to Senior Lecturer, in 1979 to Reader
and in 1983, Professor of Sociology. From 1977 to
1985, he served as head of New Asia College and
in 1989 he became Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the
Chinese University. In 2002 he was appointed
Vice-Chancellor of this University, and honorably
retired in 2004. Prof. Ambrose King and The
Chinese University grew to maturity together; he
was involved in the University’s breakthroughs
and every stage of development over these 30
years. This was particularly true of the years he
served as Vice-Chancellor, when he set the fifth
10-year development plan for the University,
introduced a new mechanism to improve the
governance of the University, and successfully
established the School of Law. With incomparable
energy and an indomitable spirit, he led the
University through numerous difficulties: the
SARS outbreak and the substantial budget cuts
imposed by the government. That The Chinese
University of Hong Kong today takes its place
among the leaders of world universities is in
a meaningful way due to the efforts of Prof.
King. In addition to his academic research and
administrative work, Prof. King is active in
community affairs: he has advised the ICAC,
served on the Law Reform Commission of Hong
Kong, and has been a member of the Central
Policy Unit and the Hong Kong Research Grants
Council.

Prof. King’s achievements have gained him
a high academic reputation. In 1994, he was
elected a Fellow of Academia Sinica in Taiwan,
and in the following years he has been honoured
by many universities. In addition to his teaching,

research and academic administration, the
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multi-talented Ambrose King also delights
in penning beautiful and profoundly literary
essays. Cambridge Musings (1977), Heidelberg
Musings (1986), and Ever in My Heart (2005)
are the literary creations of a sociologist and
the philosophical musings of a man of letters.
Recently, Prof. King has been enthralled by
calligraphy, pursuing the traditional literati
spirit and refreshment for the mind in brush,

ink and paper.

Prof. King turned 70 this year, the age to follow
what the heart desires. As the Chinese saying
goes, itis rare for a person to reach the age of 70.
However, with today’s medical advances, 70 is
no longer a rarity. But in today’s world, a man
such as Prof. King, with his scholarly cultivation,
breadth of mind, attainments and health, is rare
indeed. Though Prof. King has retired, he still
serves the University, lecturing and chairing the
Committee on Bilingualism for the University.
He has always striven relentlessly to contribute
to the development of the University and to
the construction of a new civilization order for
China. He hopes to continue to reflect and to
engage in such undertakings in the next decade.
He once said that history created Hong Kong
and Hong Kong created history. He also said,
China entered the world and the world entered
China. Prof. King, though you did not found The
Chinese University, it was under your care and
that of its forefathers that it grew and prospered.
You strode into Hong Kong and into The Chinese
University, together with colleagues, past and
present, creating its history. We are confident
that affection for the University is deep in your
heart. You and The Chinese University of Hong
Kong are in perfect harmony and The Chinese
University is honoured by your presence in it.
Mr. Chancellor, I now respectfully present Prof.
Ambrose Y.C. King for the award of the degree
of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa. 4

Translated from the Chinese citation written by
Prof. Samuel Cheung
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Address by Prof. King Yeo Chi Ambrose,

Doctor of Laws, honoris causa
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oday The Chinese University of Hong
TKong has bestowed upon me the most

precious honour I have received in my
lifetime by admitting me to the degree of Doctor
of Laws, honoris causa. It is also a tremendous
privilege for me to be thus elevated in the
company of five distinguished individuals,
namely Mr. Wang Daohan, Mr. Lien Chan, Mr.
Vincent Cheng Hoi-chuen, Mr. Richard J. Roberts
and Mr. Li Yihyuan. On behalf of all the honorary
graduates, I would like to convey my heartfelt
thanks to the University. The honorary degree
just granted to me by The Chinese University
carries with it a very special meaning. I have
worked in this University for 34 years and, like
the ladies and gentlemen of the graduating class
today, I am experiencing for the first time the joy
of receiving a CUHK degree, and the first taste of
being a zhongdaren (a person from The Chinese
University). Now, with your leave, may I say a
few words to my fellow zhongdaren.

Ladies and gentlemen of the graduating class,
today you are at the threshold of a historic turning
point of global dimensions, one that is teeming with
challenges and opportunities. From a historical and
global perspective, this is the rise of China and the
rise of Asia. For Chinese living in Hong Kong, what
calls for celebration is the gradual emergence of
a Chinese economic entity through economic and
cultural cooperation and exchange, and rational
political dialogue, among the three Chinese
communities on the two sides of the Taiwan Strait.
Graduates of The Chinese University, your future
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is no longer limited to the confines of Hong Kong.
The entire region under Chinese economic and
cultural influence is now your stage, and perhaps
the entire world as well.

Since its inception in 1963, it has been the policy
of The Chinese University to position itself as an
international seat of learning where Chinese and
Western traditions integrate. It also maintains as
its mission the perpetuation and development of
Chinese culture. It was very much the hope and
wish of its founders that the University should
be an institution of excellence both Chinese and
international in character. The University’s policy
in fulfilling this vision has always been a bilingual
mode of teaching, with equal emphasis on Chinese
and English. Over the past 42 years, bilingualism
has proven its importance as the principal catalyst
of The Chinese University’s internationalization,
which ensures the University’s ascendance in the
global competition among tertiary institutions.
On the other hand, the bilingual skills so amply
possessed by the graduates of this university have
given them immense advantage in their career
advancement so that, as the saying goes, the world
is their oyster, the sky their limit.

As we look forward to the 21st century, we see
trends towards globalization propelled by economic
forces and scientific and technological advance-
ments and, at the same time, a worldwide tendency
towards heterogeneity and pluralism driven by
a desire for historical-cultural recognition. The
Chinese University, with its strong commitment
to both its Chinese cultural heritage and an
international outlook, is well positioned to under-
stand the growing importance of bilingualism,
which it has encouraged and promoted for so
many years, and the strong need for efforts in that
direction to be further strengthened.

English is an international language. It is the
most commonly used medium for international
communication. It is the language of choice in
business and, more importantly, in the academic
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community worldwide. In the spectrum of
knowledge at the university, English is the
medium for the transmission of knowledge in
most disciplines. This is especially true in the
sciences. Given that present day economies
and societies are knowledge-based, English
has become the indispensable linguistic tool for
creating and exploiting knowledge. This is why
English is preeminent among world languages,
while attempts such as Esperanto, despite its
wide popularity during the early 20th century,

have disappeared from university circles.

Chinese is the language that gives identity to the
Chinese people, and the embodiment of Chinese
culture itself. It is the conduit through which one
may enter the expansive realm of Chinese culture,
in which one finds Chinese literature, Chinese
art, Chinese history, Chinese philosophy, Chinese
architecture, Chinese medicine, Chinese religions,
and many others besides. Undoubtedly Chinese
is the essential language for Chinese academic
studies, and a sine qua non in the development
of Chinese-based ‘knowledge industry’ and
‘cultural industry’. The study of the Chinese
language, and the ability to embrace it, is certainly
worthy of the effort of an intellectual, even if he is
anon-Chinese. In point of fact, Chinese is already
becoming an international language with the

emergence of China in the global community.

My fellow zhongdaren, amodern educated person
who lives in the present age of globalization has
to have at least two languages at his command.
Given the choice, Chinese educated persons living
in Hong Kong will, in my view, choose Chinese
and English as their two languages. And we may
confidently say that the bilingual tradition of The
Chinese University, having been in place for over
40 years, is a policy of great foresight and wisdom
and one that deserves to be upheld most stead-
fastly. Zhongdaren, it is with great joy and pride
that I see you richly embedded in such tradition,
and I wish you all the very best in your future
endeavours, like eagles taking flight. (1
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he farewell banquet for Prof. Ambrose

King was held on 26 June 2004 at the

Conrad Hong Kong. In attendance at the
magnificent, 50-table event were Council members,
teachers, alumni, students, and friends of The
Chinese University of Hong Kong. The highlight
of the evening’s programme was a singing
performance by over 40 alumni. Right before
the finale, Prof. King’s grandson came on stage
holding Prof. King’s hand to join the singing. (1

‘ BREREIE  AFREEYNIFREHROESR

Alumni singing in chorus. The young man holding a gift in the front row is Prof. King’s grandson.

36 | BRERFHF  Chinese University Bulletin « Special Supplement



EEEALRE
Guests proposing a toast

ENMAN[

Fay we(f to the Vic 1ce

MOUY LTlL)bOi
iﬂc{t. hono -~
'\-’ ,

& RIBEE Farewell Dinner (WS4




RAREK - (Ei8) BIERREESRIER  FEHE
HE (—AhAR—ZFED) - REHE CF
B —ZFFN) - FREHE —AtN—-h

NE) - BEHE (AL ——ARN) (hiR) ABHEEHERTENTBME
CUHK  Vice-Chancellors:  (From left) Prof. + EEELRA SEBEXA
Lawrence J. Lau, incumbent VC, Prof. Arthur Li (From right) Dr. Alice Lam, Chairman of the
(1996-2002), Prof. Ambrose King (2002-04), Prof. UGC, Mrs. Arthur Li, and Mrs. Ambrose King
Ma Lin (1978-87), Prof. Charles Kao (1987-96) O roEEasREe—SBE HA—=
SUUHYAC . ORER — T2 : [ShE-
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Prof. King receiving a replica of the CUHK B (A—) BEETFBEHIE .
emblem from Dr. Edgar Cheng, Chairman of the The souvenir of New Asia College was
University Council a painting of the Pavilion of Harmony,
% presented to Prof. King by Ms. Dora Wu

(left 1), donor of the Pavilion, Dr.Chou.\Wen-
] hsien (left 2), Chairman of the New Asia
: | College Board of Trustees, and Prof. Henr:
vél k| Wong (right 1), Head of New Asia College.
] 2
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Speech by Prof. Ambrose King

hank you for your very kind send-off Ao Y REBIAN > I H K
this evening. I especially value the 7 Mo REEZ RS RFETR
occasion because it allows me to bid you —(EREE R AR T H
farewell and to say ‘good-bye’. As I reach the ] oo FER=TUER R KA EESE
end of my 34-year journey with The Chinese BN RAEMBMZ G > #F
University, my heart is brimming with gratitude. LRI s FEFRERIER RS E—H

Farewell, The Chinese University of Hong Kong. TR — BT B S R E
Farewell, my beloved colleagues, students, GERR Ta i a

alumni, and friends who have worked shoulder-

W ENBIRRIRER - S gr [l
— MR TAE - RARERER B

to-shoulder with me and supported me along

the way.

Retirement inevitably causes
one to reflect on one’s career.
I know myself pretty well: I
like to read, I like to write, 1
also believe everyone needs
to work. That is why I decided
very early on to make university
teaching my career. Having
said that, chance did have its
part to play in my coming to
The Chinese University from
the United States in 1970. Had
it not been for the invitation
from the eminent sociologist
Prof. Ching-kun Yang, had it
not been for the persuasive
rhetoric of our founding Vice-
Chancellor Dr. Choh-Ming
Li on his visit to Pittsburgh,

TREHRBRABTELL
the last 34 years would have Prof. and Mrs. Ambrose King
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been very different. I realize with hindsight
how extremely lucky I have been. The Chinese
University gave me a wonderful 32 years of
teaching, research, and writing. The experience
couldn’t have been better. During those years,
I declined without much hesitation several
offers from overseas so as to stay at The Chinese
University and in Hong Kong. The truth was, I
had fallen in love not only with the University

but also with Hong Kong.

In the first few years at the University, my
sole preoccupation was teaching and research.
But then in 1977, I was talked into assuming
the headship of New Asia College by Vice-
Chancellor Dr. Choh-Ming Li, and became the
youngest College Head New Asia had ever had.
Thus began a long, inextricable involvement
with University administration until 2002,
when Vice-Chancellor Prof. Arthur Li suddenly
accepted the government’s invitation to serve
as Secretary for Education and Manpower.
So, under very special circumstances, another
Vice-Chancellor with the same surname ‘Li’
landed me in the position of Vice-Chancellor,
and I became the oldest Vice-Chancellor the
University has ever had. I never aspired to the
position, nor was I particularly interested in it,
probably because I'd been too used to teaching
and research. Nevertheless I did set yet another
record the record of being the Vice-Chancellor
with the shortest term. (I do not believe or hope
that anyone will break my record.) I cannot but
attribute all these twists and turns to destiny.
In any case, the vice-chancellorship did give
me the chance to contribute my last efforts to
the University’s overall development. It also
gave me the opportunity to work closely with
colleagues from very different fields during
the past two years, when the University was
beset with weighty problems. It was then that
I came to realize not only that our University

is teeming with talent, but also that they are so
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very devoted to the University. What has moved
me deeply is their display of camaraderie and
team spirit when the University is faced with
grave challenges. What has empowered the
University to ride out storm after storm is their
optimism and conviction that the skies will
clear. They constitute a powerful motivating
force that steadily drives the University forward
towards success. In a century that is to witness
the rise of Asia, I am full of high hopes that The
Chinese University will develop into a great
Asian University. And as I relieve myself of my
duties as Vice-Chancellor, my confidence in its
bright future is further boosted, not the least by
the thought that it will be led by as distinguished

a scholar as Prof. Lawrence Lau.

My dear colleagues and friends: in the last 12,000
days, there were numerous unforgettable people
and events, very many happy memories, and
a few not too happy memories. I am blessed
to have experienced the University’s steady
growth, maturation, and blossoming. I am not
sure how much I have given the University, but
the University has certainly given me a lot —a
lot indeed. To it I owe the most cherished days
of my life and the meaning and purpose of my
career. If I were to live my life again, I wouldn’t
want to change anything. Dear colleagues and
friends, a university that has just turned 40 is
still very young. In fact, universities are forever
young. The secret to this lies in the youthfulness
of those who enter their gates every year to
replace those who are graduating. But then
all of us mortals at The Chinese University are
destined to age, though we have been young
once. Now is the time for me, a mortal who is
no longer young, to change tracks. This I speak
softly to your ears: I have been yearning for my
retirement for a long long time, when I can read
atleisure, write for pleasure, and roam the world
without commitment to alarm clocks. It's time to

say goodbye. Take care. And adieu! 1
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SREUTEEDPXFE
(PRRARBAEL) 1964 - 1993 : .
(PEBHEIENR) 1966 © 1992
(ITBUAEREE) 1967 © 1992
(REIRARALEEZDF) 1972 1990
(RI5BB44) 1976 * 1988 * 2000
(RERABEE) 1966 © 1992
-‘ (hEMHFERE) AFE) 1980
- (REZIES) 1983 » 1992 + 2000 ' 2001
(PFEREXZRBEERE) 1984 » 1991
(BB BRER) CMREESH) 1985
—— (BEEE%) 1986 » 2000 * 2001
CRBIAB=EES) 1988
(REFEREMNRE) 1990
(PEILEEX(E) 1992
(PEBUAE{E) 1997
(SRBREFESE) 2002
(REIIRKE M) 2004
(&EIE) 2005
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