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Biochemistry Students’ 
Cryptography System 
Wins Gold

A team of 11 students from 

the Biochemistry Programme 

of the School of Life Sciences 

developed a new encrypt-and-

store information system for the 

plasmid DNA of Escherichia coli 

under the supervision of Prof. 

Chan King-ming, Prof. Chan Ting-

fung, and Prof. Kong Siu-kai of 

the school. The team entered the 

innovative project into the International Genetically Engineered Machine 

(iGEM) 2010 competition organized by the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT) in the US and walked away with the gold award.
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ISEIS Student Wins Best Young Author Award

Miss Tan Lu, PhD student of the Institute of Space and Earth 

Information Science, won the Best Young Author Award for 

her paper entitled ‘A GIS-based CBR Model for Land-use Inference’ 

presented at the 31st Asian Conference on Remote Sensing (ACRS). 

About 200 papers competed for the prize. Miss Tan was one of the five 

recipients of the award.

ACRS is the annual conference of the Asian Association on Remote 

Sensing. The 31st ACRS was held from 1 to 5 November 2010 in Hanoi.

Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung (2nd right, back 
row), Vice-Chancellor; Prof. Ng Cheuk-yiu 
(1st left, back row), Dean of Science; and 
the CUHK team
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Fencer Bags Gold in Shanghai

Th e  16 t h  A l l  Ch i n a  U n i v e r s i t y  F e n c i n g 

Championships was held in Shanghai from 31 

October to 5 November. This year, the CUHK female 

fencing team made its debut and captured the 

championship title. From among some 300 fencers 

from 28 tertiary institutions, Sue So (centre), Year 2, 

Risk Mangaement Science Programme, emerged the 

champion in Ladies Individual Foil (Division A). She 

also won a bronze medal in Ladies Foil Team (Division 

C) together with two of her teammates, Queena Chin 

(left), Year 4, Department of Translation, and Pauline 

Wong (right), Year 3, School of Hotel and Toursim 

Management.

Women’s Swimming 
Team Wins Silver

The CUHK teams captured first 

runner-up in the women’s 

overall, fourth place in the men’s 

overall, and second runner-up 

in the men’s, and the women’s 

overall championship title at the 

47th Annual Aquatic Meet of the 

University Sports Federation of 

Hong Kong held on 31 October 

2010.



Students Win Business 
Competition for Third 
Year

Three Global Business Studies 

students Bonnie Chiu (2nd 

left) , Victor Hui (2nd right), Alan 

Yip (1st right), and Professional 

Accountancy student Herman 

M o k  (1s t  l e f t ) ,  p r o p o s e d  a 

creative and multi-dimensional 

p lan for  the Hong Kong and 

Shanghai Banking Corporation 

L imi ted ( HSBC)  that  cate red 

to the needs of Generation Y,  

with a v iew to increas ing i t s 

market share. The team beat 150 others to win the championship title 

at the Joint University Business Management Challenge 2010 held on 27 

November 2010, making CUHK the champion for the third year in a row. 

The team recommended launching a credit card tailor-made for the 

generation as well as location-based SMS services, providing customized 

financial services, improving the existing HSBC website for the young by 

connecting it with social media. They also reaped the ‘Best Presentation’ 

and ‘Most Creative’ awards.

Nursing Student Scoops Running Honours

Miss Yiu Kit-ching, (Year 4, Nethersole School of Nursing), clinched 

the gold medal for the women’s individual event again with a 

new record of 18’21.90” in the Annual Cross Country Meet held on 

7 November 2010 on campus. On 11 February 2011, she captured the 

women’s overall championship title for the Half-Marathon in the 2011 

Standard Chartered Marathon with a personal record of 1:20:33. 
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Math Students Win 
Awards

Five undergraduate, master 

a n d  P h D  m a t h e m a t i c s 

students received the New World 

Mathematics Awards for their 

outstanding theses. They are Mr. 

Chan Kwok-wai (2nd right, 2nd 

row), winner of Doctor Thesis 

Awards—silver prize, currently 

a postdoctoral fellow in Tokyo 

University; Mr. Fan Sin-tsun Edward (1st left, 2nd row), and Mr. Ng 

Kashing (2nd left, 3rd row), winners of Master Thesis Awards—

silver prizes, currently PhD students at Caltech and the University of 

Waterloo respectively; Mr. Hui Heung-shan Theodore (6th left, 3rd 

row) and Mr. Lam Ka-kit (5th left, 3rd row), winners of Bachelor 

Thesis awards—gold prizes, currently year 4 mathematics students. 

Mr. Yeung Wai-kit, another undergraduate mathematics student, was 

awarded the Chern Medal—bronze award at the S.T. Yau College 

Student Mathematics Contests. He also received an honourable 

mention in the subject of Analysis and Differential Equations with 

another student Mr. Shi Fanye. 
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Students Win Prospective English Teachers 
Scholarship

The Education Bureau announced the results of the first Prospective 

English Teachers Scholarship on 18 February. A total of 20 CU 

students were awarded, accounting for over 40% of total recipients. 

CUHK took largest share among the local institutions. The awardees 

came from the three full-time English training programmes: Bachelor 

of Arts in English; Bachelor of Arts (English Studies) and Bachelor of 

Education (English Language Education) Co-terminal Double Degree 

and Postgraduate Diploma in Education. Each student will be awarded 

HK$50,000 per year for the normal duration of the study programmes, 

if their overall performances satisfy the requirement for the renewal of 

the scholarship. The recipients have to teach English in local primary or 

secondary schools for three years.

Established by the Education Bureau, the scholarship is one in a series 

of measures to enhance the professionalism of English teachers in Hong 

Kong.  

Miss Kanthleen Yu (right, Year 1, Bachelor 
of Arts in English) and Miss Irina Chong 
(left, Year 1, Bachelor of Arts [English 
Studies] and Bachelor of Education 
[English Language Education] Co-terminal 
Double Degree), two of the scholarship 
recipients, are determined to become 
English teachers
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Prof. Bei Dao Named Top Poet

Prof.  Be i  Dao,  Professor of 
Humanities, has been named 
the f ir s t  of 10 top Chinese 
poets by Zhong Shan magazine. 

 

Professor Awarded by Chinese Chemical 
Society

Prof. Xie Zuowei, Professor of 
Chemistry, received the Chinese 
Chemical Society Huang Yao 
Zeng Award in Organometallic 
Chemistry at the 16th National 
Conference on Organometallic 
Chemistry in recognition of his 
outstanding achievements.

Prof. Xia Keqing Elected Fellow of American 
Physical Society

Prof. X ia Keqing, chairman 
of the Physics Department, 
was elected a fellow of the 
American Physical Society for his 
tremendous contributions to the 
knowledge and understanding 
of turbulent Rayleigh-Benard 
convection. 

New Council Member

Dr. Anissa L.K. Wong Chan 
has been nominated by the 
Chancellor as a member of the 
Council for a period of three 
years from 27 November 2010, 
succeeding Sister Margaret K.L. 
Wong.

New College Master

Prof. Kenneth Young, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor and Professor of 
Physics, has been appointed 
master of C.W. Chu College 
for a period of five years from  
1 April 2011 to 31 March 2016.

New Pro-Vice-Chancellor

Prof. Xu Yangsheng has been 
appointed Pro-Vice-Chancellor 
for a period of two years from  
1 March 2011.

News in Brief
Appointments Honours And recognition

New Faculty Dean

Prof. Leung Seung-ming Alvin 
has been appointed dean of 
the Faculty of Education from  
1 March 2011.
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Honours And recognition

Two Projects Conferred State Awards

Two CUHK pro je c t s  were 
among the winning projects 
of the 2010 State Science and 
Technology Awards announced 
on 14 January 2011. ‘Nonlinear 
output regulation problem and 
the internal model principle’ 
led by Prof. Huang Jie (right), 
Department of Mechanical 
and Automation Engineering, 
received the State Natural 
Science Award second-class award. Another project ‘Technology for 
the early diagnosis and prevention of secondary brain injury in the 
management of traumatic brain injury’, led by Prof. Poon Wai-sang (left) 
of the Division of Neurosurgery, Department of Surgery, the Faculty of 
Medicine, was honoured with the State Scientific and Technological 
Progress Award second-class award.

Engineering Professors Garner IEEE Honours

Four  p rofes so r s  f rom the 
Faculty of Engineering were 
recognized by the Institute 
of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers (IEEE)—Prof. Ching 
Pak-chung (2nd lef t ) ,  Pro -
Vice-Chancellor and Professor 
of Elec tronic Engineer ing ;  
Prof. Li Wenjung (2nd right) 
f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e nt  o f 
Mechanical and Automation Engineering; and Prof. Wu Keli (1st right) 
from the Department of Electronic Engineering have been elected 
fellows. Prof. Lyu Rung-tsong Michael (1st left) from the Department 
of Computer Science and Engineering was co-awarded the 2010 IEEE 
Reliability Society Engineer of the Year Award. 

English Scholar Awarded Book 
Prize on Romanticism

A  n e w  b o o k ,  E u r o p e a n 
R o m a n t i c i s m :  A  R e a d e r ,  
edited by Prof. Simon Haines 
( a b o v e ) ,  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e 
Department of English, CUHK, 
and P rof.  Stephen P r i cket t , 
Reg ius  P ro fe s so r  Emer i tus , 
Glasgow University, has been 
awarded the 2010 Jean-Pierre 
Barricelli Book Prize from the 
International Conference on 
Romanticism for being the year’s 
most distinguished contribution 
to Romantic studies.

The 1000-page volume contains 
over 200 extracts from close 
to 100 major European writers 
of the Romantic period in 15 
languages. Professor Haines 
edited the British section with an 
introduction.
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Projects Receive National Scientific Research 
Awards

Three scientific research projects at CUHK received 
the Higher Education Outstanding Scientif ic 
Research Output Awards (Science and Technology) 
in the category of natural sciences from the Ministry 
of Education (MoE) in March 2011. Two received 
the first-class awards and the other, a second-class 
award.

The first-class award projects were: ‘Integrative 
Research on Molecular Basis and Potential Targets 
for Gastric Cancer’ by Prof. Yu Jun (2nd left), 
associate professor, Department of Medicine and 
Therapeutics, and Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung (centre), 
Vice-Chancellor and Mok Hing Yiu Professor 
of Medicine; and ‘Concentration Phenomena 
in Nonlinear Elliptic Equations and Systems’ by  
P rof.  Wei  Juncheng (1s t  le f t ) ,  P rofessor  of 
Mathematics. The project receiving a second-class 
award was ‘Cholesterol-lowering and Cardiovascular 
Functional Foods and Nutraceuticals’ by Prof. Chen 
Zhenyu (2nd right) of the School of Life Sciences 
and Prof. Huang Yu (1st right) of the School of 
Biomedical Sciences.

Math Professors and Students Win Awards

P rof.  We i  Juncheng ( l e f t ) , 
Professor of Mathematics, was 
awarded the 2010 Morningside 
Silver Medal of Mathematics for 
his achievements in semi-linear 
elliptic equations. Prof. Leung 
Nai-chung Conan (below) at the 
Department 

of Mathematics and the Institute 
of Mathematical Sciences was 
awarded the 2010 Chern Prize 
in recognition of his significant 
research contributions in the 
study of mirror symmetry and 
quantum cohomology. 

Honours And recognition

Scholars Named Croucher Senior Research 
Fellow 

Three top research academic s  f rom CUHK 
were presented the prestigious Senior Research 
Fellowship of The Croucher Foundation on 24 
March 2011, in recognition of their outstanding 
scientific achievements in the international scientific 
community. Prof. Lui Chi-shing John (centre) of the 
Department of Computer Science and Engineering 
received the Senior Research Fellowship, while  
Prof. Chan Lik-yuen Henry (left) and Prof. Wong Ka-
sing Lawrence (right) of the Department of Medicine 
and Therapeutics were awarded the Senior Medical 
Research Fellowship. The awards were presented 
by Mr. Suen Ming-yeung Michael, Secretary for 
Education of the HKSAR Government.
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Opening of Teaching Hotel and Naming of Cheng Yu Tung Building

The grand opening of the Teaching 
Hotel and the naming of the Cheng 
Yu Tung Building were held on 4 
January 2011. Officiating at the 
ceremony were the Honourable 
John C. Tsang (3rd left), Financial 
Secretary; Dr. the Honourable 
Ch e n g  Yu - tu n g  ( 2n d  r i g h t ) , 
chairman, New World Group; Dr. 
Cheng Kar-shun Henry (2nd left), 
managing director, New World 
Development Company Limited; 
Dr. Vincent H.C. Cheng (1st right), 
chairman of the Council, CUHK; 
and Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung (1st left), 
Vice-Chancellor.

The Cheng Yu Tung Building, the teaching building, is a part of the Teaching Hotel Project 
jointly developed by CUHK and the New World Group. Its name honours Dr. Cheng’s 
contribution to CUHK over the years. The 15-storey building accommodates all teaching 
and research units of the Faculty of Business Administration and the Institute of Global 
Economics and Finance. Being the Teaching Hotel, Hyatt Regency Hong Kong, Sha Tin, 
comprising both a hotel facilities component and a teaching facilities component, is located 
right next to the MTR University Station.

MoE Key Laboratory Established

Approved by  the  Min i s t r y  of 
E d u c a t i o n  ( M o E ) ,  t h e  K e y 
Laboratory of High Confidence 
Sof t ware  Techno log ies  ( Sub -
Laboratory, CUHK) was established 
in the Facul t y  of  Engineer ing 
of  CUHK. A p laque -unve i l ing 
ceremony was held on 15 December 
2010. Officiating at the ceremony 
were Mr. Ming Ju (4th left), Director 
of Depar tment of Science and 
Technology, MoE; Prof. Lin Jianhua 
(3rd left), Executive Vice President 
and Provost of Peking University; 
Mr. Cao Guoying (3rd right), Associated Counsel, Department of Education, Science and 
Technology, Liaison Office of the Central People’s Government in HKSAR; Prof. Yue On-
ching (2nd left), Science Advisor, Innovation and Technology Commission of HKSAR; and 
Prof. Henry Wong (4th right), Pro-Vice-Chancellor of CUHK. 

Activities And events
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International Poets in Hong Kong

Organized by the Centre 
for East Asian Studies, and 
supported by the Lee Hysan 
Foundation, ‘ International 
Poets in Hong Kong’ was 
held in September 2010 and 
March 2011. Mr. Tanikawa 
Shuntaro (top), Japan’s most 
distinguished contemporary 
poet, and Mr. Michael Palmer 
( bot tom ) ,  contempora r y 
American poet, were invited 
to visit the University for two 
weeks to host poetry readings, 
symposia, and public lectures.

intellectuAl cross-currents

CAE Academicians Visit CUHK

A 12-member delegation from the Chinese Academy 
of Engineering (CAE) v is ited CUHK under the CAE 
Academicians Visit Programme 2010 from 15 to 18 
December. The delegation included Prof. Yang Shengli 
(3rd left), Prof. Zhen Yongsu (4th left), Prof. Dai Kerong 
(2nd right), and Prof. Wang Hongyang (1st left) from the 
Division of Medical and Health, and Prof. Zhang Xingdong 
(3rd right) from the Division of Chemical, Metallurgical 
and Materials Engineering. The five academicians delivered 
public lectures on the theme of translational medicine.

Nobel Chemist on Antibiotics

Sun Hung Ka i  P roper t ie s  and CUHK 
presented a public lecture on 6 January 
2011 on ‘How do Antibiotics Block the 
Protein Factory of Pathogenic Bacteria?’ by  
Prof. Venkatraman Ramakrishnan, 2009 
Nobel Laureate in Chemistry. The lecture 
drew a full house of over 350 academics, 
students and members of the public.
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Pai Hsien-yung on Renaissance in China

Prof. Pak Hsien-yung Kenneth (1st left), the literary 
giant, revisited the campus from 16 to 19 February 
after receiving an honorary doctorate from CUHK 
in 2009. He was invited by Chung Chi College to 
serve as Siu Lien Ling Wong Visiting Fellow 2010–11. 
During his stay, Professor Pak attended luncheon talk, 
evening sharing, assembly, and conference. On the 
Chung Chi Annual Education Conference held on 19 
February, Professor Pak and Mr. Tung Chiao (2nd left),  
Prof. Lee Ou-fan Leo (2nd right) and Prof. Lo Wai-luen 
(1st right), shared their views on the role of Hong Kong 

in China’s renaissance in the 21st century. 

intellectuAl cross-currents

Star Lecturers on Global Economic Development

The first ‘Executive Leadership Programme in Global Finance’ launched 
by the Institute of Global Economics and Finance concluded successfully 
on 21 January 2011. Over 10 illustrious lecturers, including Prof. Joseph 
Yam, former chief executive of Hong Kong Monetary Authority; 
Prof. Myron S. Scholes (photo left, standing), 1997 Nobel Laureate 
in Economic Sciences; Prof. Robert A. Mundell, CUHK Distinguished 
Professorat-Large and 1999 Nobel Laureate in Economic Sciences; and 
Dr. Donald L. Kohn, former vice chairman, Board of Governors of the US 
Federal Reserve System, shared insights on the latest global economic 
developments.

Apart from senior executives in the industry, there were senior officials 
of China Banking Regulatory Commission, China Securities Regulatory 
Commission and The People’s Bank of China; senior executives of 
Taiwan Stock Exchange Corporation, Monetary Authority of Singapore, 
Central Bank of Malaysia, Hong Kong Monetary Authority and The 
Securities and Futures Commission among the 30-plus participants of 
the programme.

Harvard Educator Calls 
for Broader Foundation of 
Knowledge

Prof. Harry R. Lewis, Gordon 
McKay Professor of Computer 
S c i e n c e  i n  t h e  S c h o o l  o f 
E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  A p p l i e d  
Sciences at Harvard University, 
p r e s e n te d  t wo  l e c tu re s  a t 
CU H K— L e e  H y s an  L e c tu re 
‘A p p r o a c h e s  t o  G e n e r a l 
Educat ion? ’  on  17  Januar y 
2011, and Sir Run Run Shaw 
Distinguished Visiting Scholars 
Lecture ‘Civic Education in the 
Information Era’ on 19 January 
2011.
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