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It has sides
straight and small;
sign of beauty.

It has a carved face
of stone: purple
forehead, long lips, the eye.

Severities of stone
tooled smooth for ink fall
trap water and cloud.

From the stony heart
soft brush strokes call
to writer and reader,

call from ink and stone,
paper or scroll, and then recall
hand’s character, life’s impatient scraw]!

September 1991
Andrew Parkin
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