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Mainland & Thailand
Nursing Students
Visit CUHK

aster of Nursing students from Xia n

Medical University an d Chiang Ma i
visited the Department of Nursing from 3rd
to 7th November as part of their course. While
in Hong kong they took part in seminars with
Master of Nursing students of the Department
of Nursing and exchanged ideas with nurse
managers from a variety of healthcare settings
in Hong Kong.

CUHK Graduates Top
HKSA/ACCA Exams

Two more graduates of the University came

out tops in the June 1997 HKSA/ACCA joint
examinations administere d by the Hong Kon g
Society o f Accountants . 199 6 accountanc y
graduate Mr. Wong Kin-lap was the top scorer
in paper 10(H) 'Accounting and Audit Practice’,
and 1995 economics graduate Ms. Lorraine Ng
Lai-kwanwa sthetopscorerinpaper1 2

Origin2000

Through the joint efforts of the
Computer Service s Centr e
(CSC)an dthelnstituteo f
Mathematical Science s (IMS),
the University ha s procured a
supercomputer whichis now
housed in and administered b y
the CSC . Th e SG | (Silico n
Graphics, Inc.)-made system —
0rigin2000 — is available for all
research staff of the University
with project s that require high
computational power . I twa s
officially launche don 13t h
November atthe CSC by pro-vice -
chancellor Prof. Kenneth Young.

How Powerful Is It?

0rigin2000 syste m is the fastest supercomputer in Hong Kong. It has 24
CPUs with a total theoretical peak computational power of 9.36 x 10 floatingpoint
operations per second, which is about the same as 100 personal computers
with Intel Pentium 200 CPUs. 0rigin2000 has about 200 GB of disk storage
and 6.5 GB of main memory, equivalent to about 200 personal computers, each
with 32M RAM. Th e system was ranked 426th in the World-wide Top 500
Supercomputer List which came out in June 1997 .

How It Was Selected

0rigin2000 wa s procured through a tendering exercise. One of the most
difficult tasks was the evaluation of the best system. Supercomputer technology
at the time of the tendering exercise had just undergone a dramatic change in
hardware architecture and many new systems were available almost at the same
time. All manufacturers claimed that their products were the most powerful in
performance and the most innovative in design.

Our project team evaluate d each proposal very carefull y wit h objectiv e
benchmarking tools. Our target was systems that could be used with minimal
effort by first-time users of a supercomputer, but that at the same time met the
requirements of experienced supercomputer users who look for computational
power more than user-friendliness. Therefore, in the evaluation exercise, criteria
other than performance and price were taken into consideration. These included
the availability of third-party commercial packages, ease-of-use for first-time
users, availability of tools for experienced users, provision of 64-bit memory
space addressing, expandability, and upgradeability. The result was our selection
of Origin2000.

Who Will Find the Most Use

There are numerous research areas in which a high-performance computer
or supercomputer is often needed. Examples are fluid mechanics, simulation,
turbulence, multi-dimension data visualization, multi-dimension data analysis,

'Management and Strategy'.

A New Supercomputer for
Computation-intensive Research

computational statistics , computationa | chemistry , quantu m chemistry ,
optimization, and data-mining.

Research projects tha t requir e computationa | power or memory tha t
departmental computers or the medium-sized servers at the CSC cannot provide
will have access to 0Origin2000. Priority will be given to projects that have a
clear schedule, well-defined objectives, and workable methodologies .

Project and System Support

0rigin2000 ha s been installed with supportin g hardwar e an d software,
including high-performanc e compilers , paralle| tools, and many third-part y
commercial software packages such as IMSL FORTRAN 90 MP Library, pghpf
high-performance FORTRAN , Gaussian94 , Matlab, and Fluent t o suppor t
research projects in the
areas mentioned.

System anduser
support for Origin2000
are provide db vy
the High-performanc e
Computing Suppor t
Team o fCSC . Th e
team is responsible for
providing informatio n
onth eus eo fth e
system, approval o f
account applications ,
and the allocation and
scheduling of resources

From left: Mr. Steven Lau of SGI, Mr. Thomas Tsui of CSC,
Mr. Vincent Lee of SGI, director of CSC Dr. Stanislaus Hu,

for approve d proj ects and pro-vice-chancellor  Prof. Kenneth  Young.

The members of the team are :

David Choi david-choi@cuhk.edu.h k ext . 8855
Frank Ng frank-ng@cuhk.edu.h k ext . 8826
George Yuen georgeyuen@cuhk.edu.h k ext . 8879
Jim Law jim-law@cuhk.edu.h k ext . 8906
Philip Ling philipling@cuhk.edu.h k ext . 8875
S.T. Wong st-wong@cuhk.edu.h k ext . 8874
Thomas Tsui tomtsui@cuhk.edu.h k ext . 8844

The team will work very closely with project leaders and their collaborators
inorder touse the resources of th e supercomputer efficiently . Apart from
meetings with tea m members, user s can obtain support through an email
consultation service at hpc-help@cuhk.edu.hk. More comprehensive and up-
to-date information about the new supercomputer syste m is available on the
web at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/csc/compenv/hpc/ .

Thomas  Tsui

Computer  Services Centre
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Prof. Yeung Yue-man, head of Shaw College and director of
the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies, has been
re-appointed by the Chief Executive of the HKSAR as a
member of the Airport Consultative Committee from 1st
November 1997 to 30th April 1998.

Prof. Hau Kit-tai, professor in the Department of Educational
Psychology, has been appointed by the Secretary for Health
and Welfare as a member of the Hong Kong Council on
Smoking and Health from 1st October 1997.

Prof. Edith Lau, associate professor in the Department of
Community and Family Medicine, has been appointed by
the Secretary for Health and Welfare as a member of the
Hong Kong Council on Smoking and Health and chair of its
Research Subcommittee from 1st October 1997.

Prof. Jack C.Y. Cheng, professor in the Department of
Orthopaedics and Traumatology, has been appointed as a
member of the International Affairs Committee of the
Scoliosis Research Society for a year from 28th October 1997.
He has also been appointed professional adviser of the
Community Rehabilitation Network of the Hong Kong
Society for Rehabilitation from 1997 to 1999.

Prof. Chan Wing-wah, professor in the Department of Music,
has been elected a member of the executive committee of the

Service to the/Community and
International Organizations

UNESCO International Society for Contemporary Music
from 1997 to 1999. Prof. Chan has also been re-elected to
the board of directors of the Composers and Authors Society
of Hong Kong Ltd. from 1997 to 2000.

Prof. Yum Tak-shing, professor of information engineering,
has been appointed by Hong Kong Baptist University as the
external examiner for Applied Computing Major, a BSc
(Hons) Combined Sciences course, for three years until 31st
August 2000.

Prof. Xu Yangsheng, professor in the Department of
Mechanical and Automation Engineering, has been appointed
as chief technical adviser of the National Telescience and
Space Robotics Programme by the National High-Technology
Programme of the State Council of The People’s Republic of
China.

Prof. C.S. Cockram, professor of medicine, has been
appointed to the board of management of the International

Diabetes Federation from 1997 to 2000. He has also been
appointed as chair of the Education Foundation of the
International Diabetes Federation from 1997 to 2000, editor-
in-chief of Diabetes Research and Clinical Practice, and
temporary adviser to the World Health Organization to attend
a working group on integrated prevention and control of
cardiovascular diseases and diabetes in Kuala Lumpur in
November 1997.

Prof. Simon S.M. Ho, professor in the School of Accountancy,
was elected vice-president of the International Association
for Accounting Education and Research (IAAER) for three
years at the 8th IAAER World Congress in Paris on 23rd
October 1997.

Prof. Lee Sing, associate professor in the Department of
Psychiatry, has been appointed a member of the International
Editorial Advisory Board of Anthropology and Medicine in
the United Kingdom from January 1997, as well as a member
of the editorial committee of the U.S. Chinese Psychosomatic
Medicine Journal from January 1997 to December 1998.

(Information in this section is provided by the Information
and Public Relations Office. Contributions should be sent
direct to that office for registration and verification before
publication.)
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