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‘How Words Are Represented in the Mind

rof. William David Marslen-Wilson,

director of the Cognition and Brain Sciences Unit
of the Medical Research Council at Cambridge,
delivered a lecture on ‘Words in the Mind: A View
Across Languages’ at the University on 31st March in
his capacity as Wei Lun Visiting Professor to the
University.

In his lecture, Prof. Marslen-Wilson discussed the
question of whether we can indeed find evidence for
general principles in the mental lexicon, drawing upon
a continuing programme of experimental cross-
linguistic research in a range of typologically
contrasting languages. These include Chinese, with
collaborations in Hong Kong and Beijing, Semitic
languages like Hebrew and Arabic, with their unique
morphological systems, French and Italian, as examples
of the Romance family, Polish, as an example of a
morphologically highly complex Slavonic language,
and of course English, with its many peculiarities. In
reviewing the results of parallel lines of research across
these various languages, Prof. Marslen-Wilson pointed
out that we will see not only some underlying
similarities across languages, but also a surprising
degree of difference.

Prof. Marslen-Wilson has been a leading figure in
the cognitive science of language over the last 25 years,
studying the mental processes and structures underlying

the comprehension of spoken language.

Prof. Marslen-Wilson graduated from St. John’s
College, Oxford, in 1967 with a first in philosophy and
psychology, and obtained his Ph.D. in experimental
psycholinguistics in 1973 at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology. He has worked in universities and
research institutes around the world, including the Max
Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics in the Netherlands,
where he was director, the University of Cambridge, the
MRC Applied Psychology Unit in Cambridge, and
Birkbeck College of the University of London, where
he was professor and head of department from 1990 to
1997.

FORGING THE FRENCH CONNECTION

delegation led by Dr. Catherine

Brechignac, director-general of the French
National Centre for Scientific Research
(CNRS), visited the University on 28th March
at the invitation of Prof. Arthur K.C. Li, vice-
chancellor of the University. Prof. Li visited
France with a CUHK delegation last February,
and was received by major research institutions
and universities there which showed interest in
exploring areas of academic collaboration with
CUHK.

One of the main foci of the CNRS visit is
to follow up on discussion for cooperation in
research into biotechnology and natural sub-
stances, in particular Chinese medicine. It is
expected that the joint programme will enable
scientists from different regions to work
together and open gateways into new domains
of scientific investigation as well as long-term
academic exchange. In this regard, The Chinese
University and CNRS have each appointed a co-
ordinator to continue the dialogue. Prof. Leung
Ping-chung, chairman of the Management Committee
of the Institute for Chinese Medicine, has been appointed
to represent CUHK.

While on CUHK campus, the CNRS delegation
also visited the Chinese Medicines Museum, the Hong
Kong Bioinformatics Centre, and the Faculty of
Engineering, and discussed prospects of collaboration
with representatives from the Faculties of Social Science
and Arts.

CNRS’s mandate as a public organization is to

Back row (from lefi): Prof. Che Chun Tao, CUHK School of Chinese Medicine; Mr.
Anthony Chaumuzeau, French Consulate; Dr. Alain Peyraube, CNRS Department of
Social Sciences and Humanities; Prof. Moses Chow, CUHK Department of Pharmacy;
Prof. Paul But, CUHK Department of Biology; Mr. Thomas Wu, CUHK Office of
Academic Links.

Front row (from left): Prof. Leung Ping-chung, CUHK Institute of Chinese Medicine;
Ms. Claire Giraud, CNRS Department of International Relations; Dr. Catherine
Brechignac; Prof. Arthur K.C. Li; Dr. Daniel L. Cadet, CNRS Department of
International Relations.

develop research and bring together researchers from
different disciplines to work on a wide range of themes
and projects. Many prominent researchers, including
several Nobel laureates and Fields medallists, work in
CNRS-supported laboratories.The visit by CNRS will
kick off a series of return visits from French institutions,
including University Louis Pasteur Strasbourg, the
French National Institute for Research in Computer
Science and Control (INRIA), and the Institute for Far-
East Studies (EFEQ).

Honours for
Engineering Students

A team of students from the Department
of Computer Science and Engineering won eighth
place among 60 finalist teams in the 24th Association
for Computing Machinery (ACM) International
Collegiate Programming Contest World Finals held in
Orlando from 15th to 19th March. This marks the first
time that a team from Hong Kong has ranked among
the top 10 at the ACM World Finals, commonly held as
the top programming competition for university students
of computing.

The 60 finalist teams were selected from over
2,400 teams which participated in the preliminaries. This
year’s contest contained eight difficult problems in
graph theory, geometry, combinatorics, constraint
satisfaction, and simulations. Each team had five hours
to solve as many problems as possible on a single
computer using either the C, C++, Java, or Pascal
language provided by IBM, the sponsor of the event.
The team which solved the most problems with the
fewest penalties was declared champion.

The members of the CUHK team are Kwok Chi-
leong, Wong Ho-yin, and Lau Lap-chi. They
outperformed teams from such famous universities as
MIT, Harvard, and the California Institute of
Technology.

Two other students from the Department of
Computer Science and Engineering, Chris L.C. Wong
and Raymond K.W. Chan, were awarded the gold prize
in the open category of the Mobile Multimedia
Communications Design Contest 1999-2000 for their
design of Location-based Information Browsing Using
Mobile Positioning and WAP Technology. The contest
was organized by the Hong Kong Institution of
Engineers (HKIE), supported by the Information
Technology and Broadcast Bureau, Information
Technology Entrepreneurs Association, and sponsored
by Nokia and Cable & Wireless HKT.

| Vol.11-7 No-163/19th April 2000 .
; _ Py Bl NSNS

Chris Wong (middle) and Raymond Chan (right) with their supervisor,
Prof. Lee Moon-chuen (lefi)
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One of 24 Areas of Excellence

East and West Converging in Music

The University’s Department of Music, the oldest of the tertiary music departments
<in Hong Kong, has upheld its-unique tradition-of bicultural excellence in-research
and teaching for three and-a-half decades. This bicultural characteristic
is derived from the University’s bicultural heritage, and distinguishes the department
from its counterparts in Hong Kong as well as from music departments
elsewhere in China mainland. In 1998, this unique strength of the department

__was given formal recognition by the University, which designated its project,

simply and aptly titled, ‘Music East and West’,
as one of the 24 Areas of Excellence (AoE) at CUHK.

rof. Chan Wing-wah, chair of the

Department of Music and co-
ordinator of ‘Music East and West’, said
being made an AoE means receiving
more support from the University, as
opposed to being paid lip service. Being
in the limelight, so to speak, will not
bring about radical changes in policy or
direction but will certainly open up doors
for some of the department’s major
endeavours.

Music East

A case in point is the Chinese Music
Archive.

Formally established in 1972, the
Chinese Music Archive is one of the most
comprehensive of its kind in the world.
Its collection comprises tens of thousands
of printed material, scores, manuscripts,
textbooks, audio-visual material, and
musical instruments. Among these are
books and scores from the Qing Dynasty,
some 10,000 78-rpm gramophone

Some prfm:; material in Ihe-Ch inese Music Archive
records and tapes primarily of Chinese
operatic performances, material on
Chinese ritual music, a zither and other
instruments from the Ming and Ching
Dynasties, instruments of ethnic
minorities in China, Chinese bronze
bells, a comprehensive collection of
musical material from Asia, such as
Balinese Gamelan instruments, and
instruments from Indian, Japan, and
Korea. Yet, the archive -has never been
recognized as a library or archive at the
University, and hence, has-not-been

allocated the space and financial support
that such would be eligible for.

With only a part-time clerk on duty,
cataloguing and preservation of the
archive has depended largely on the good
will and dedication of the department’s
teaching staff. “We certainly have enough
unique musical instruments for a per-
manent display but lack the venue and the
means. So we put them on temporary
display for local tertiary, secondary, and
primary students each year as part of their
music education, and these displays have
been very well received. The 78 rpm
gramophone records were dubbed into
tapes in the 70s, and now, for the sake of
conservation and ease of use, they have
to be burnt into compact disks. Since it’s
all real-time recording, if a full-time staff
spends 40 hours on them each week, it
would take five or six years to complete
the whole collection. And we only have
one part-time staff,’ said Prof. Chan.

The AoE label would help publicize
the volume of valuable materials related
to Chinese music, which he
hopes will be augmented by
the addition of a wider range
of materials related to Asian
music and the works of
Chinese composers. And
eventually a formal Chinese
Music Archive that includes
an Asian collection and a
collection of contemporary
Chinese music may be
established with a full-time
librarian. If that happens, it
will be a leading library of
music in China that includes Chinese folk
music, Chinese operas, and
contemporary music written by Chinese
(including Hong Kong) composers.

The AoE status may also attract
university funds to enable the depart-
ment’s extensive collection of reading
and listening materials to be com-
puterized and put on the World Wide Web
with much greater efficiency for access
by scholars and students of music the
world over. This is actually an ongoing
project that has been done by a student

-

helper and with the support of private
funds. Previously, due to the lack of
resources, the department had to turn
down many donations of materials that
are actually worth collecting.

Music West

In the area of Western music, the
department already houses a collection of
Western music scores and books that is
one of the largest, if not the largest, in
Asia. On top of that, it has plans to set up
a Western Early Music Collection which
will feature, amongst other materials, the
replicas of early 15th or 16th century
Western musical instruments. And the
department will continue to train bi-
cultural students in Western musicology.

Music East and West

Prof. Chan pointed out that they are
the only music department in Hong Kong
with a balanced ratio of full-time
teaching staff of Western and Chinese
music who have contributed equally
significantly to both fields in terms of
research and teaching. ‘Our bachelor
degree holders are equipped to study
either Chinese or Western music at the
postgraduate level. They are also the only
ones with the ability to teach both
Chinese and Western music. The
majority of graduate masters/mistresses
in music at local secondary schools come
from our department. Our graduates are
also teaching in tertiary institutions such
as Baptist University, the University of
Hong Kong, and the Academy for
Performing Arts, but the situation is not
reciprocal,’ said Prof. Chan. Some of the
department’s graduates are also in
performance at Hong Kong’s Chinese
and Western orchestras.

From a global perspective, the
Department is well poised to finetune its
pluralistic approach to train scholars,
practitioners, and researchers in music.
As Prof. Chan observed, ‘In the US,
Europe, and mainland China, students in
conservatories or universities are trained
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mainly in Western music. In Japan,
modern music schools concentrate on
Western music, while traditional schools
focus purely on traditional music.’

Contribution to Cultural Life

The department’s music education is
not confined to music majors but will
extend to students of other departments.
In line with the ‘One art for life’ call of
the Arts Development Council, the
department has plans to author more
Chinese and Western music-related
material for the University’s students to
enhance their personal development
through general education. ‘Not many
people know about music, nor is it strictly
necessary to. However there should be
more people who can appreciate music.
Although I'm of the view that music
education should start from the primary
and secondary levels, it’s beyond our
domain of control. Hence we should try
to make up for that by putting more effort
into general education at the tertiary
level. The government is always saying
that there are not enough audiences for
musical events in Hong Kong. That’s
because there has not been enough music
education for people other than music
majors,’ said Prof. Chan.

In 2001, a new 300-seat concert hall
on Chung Chi campus will be added to
the department’s current performance
venues, which will enable the department
to stage more large-scale performances
and invite overseas groups to perform for
the University’s staff and students.

The department will also expand its
research into other Asian music such as
Javanese, Balinese, Japanese, Korean,
and Indian music. ‘We know much about
Japan’s information technology. Why
shouldn’t we know more about its
music too?” said Prof. Chan. He added
that culture, as opposed to IT, does not
yield immediate returns, yet without
cultural development to go with
economic development, there cannot be
any real improvement-in the quality of
people. O

Piera Chen






Symposium on Hong Kong in Western Film and Fiction
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The symposium will be held from 10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. on 4th and 5th May in
the Rehearsal Room of Sir Run Run Shaw Hall. The event is jointly sponsored by
the Department of Modern Languages and Intercultural Studies, the Hong Kong— ] ] . .
America Center, and Sir Run Run Shaw Hall. For more information regarding Information in this section can on |y
the symposium please contact Prof. Thomas Luk (thomasyluk@cuhk.edu.hk) at
2609 7015 or Prof. James Rice (jimrice@cuhk.edu.hk) at 2609 8755.
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Occasional Paper No. 107
The Occupational Attainments of the

Five Major Dialect Groups in Hong Kong ¥ [ /e

Written by Susanne Choi Yuk-ping, this paper argues =

that “dialect group’ is still a relevant and pertinent gt |- -
socio-economic variable in determining the economic g3

outcomes of immigrants, at least that of the first- K 1 e
generation immigrants. The data show that Chiu Chau 5JT

immigrants were on average the most successful while s ek ﬁ

Fukien immigrants were the most disadvantaged in Tkt i% Tt

the labour market. Immigrants from Shanghai and %

Sze Yap were the most entrepreneurially oriented groups. As for the g
sources of economic disparity, the models partially validated the 5%
human capital theory because educational qualifications were = Ff ===
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and ‘the length of stay’ exerted no direct significant effects on immigrants’ economic
outcomes.
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