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The Third in Three Consecutive Years
Another Rhodes Scholar from CUHK

honoured with the award each year. Jade
is the third CUHK student to have won
the award in three consecutive years
since 1998, or the fourth CUHK awardee
in five years since 1996.

A final-year sociology student at the
University, Jade Lai Wing-yu, has been
chosen as the Hong Kong Rhodes
Scholar for the year 2000.

Jade will be leaving for the UK to
start her studies for a Bachelor of Arts
degree in English Languages and
Literature at Oxford University in
October 2000. Jade has demonstrated
herself to be a person of high intellectual
ability, and has maintained an out-
standing academic record throughout her
university study. She enjoys interacting
with people and has actively participated
in social services. The selection com-
mittee found her to be a young woman of
integrity with a mature and outgoing
personality, and were most impressed by
her command of English during the
interviews for the award.

The prestigious Rhodes Scholar-
ships were established in 1902. Since
1985 one Hong Kong student has been

New Smartcard Technology
Licensed to Industry

A license agreement on biometric
smartcard technology was concluded
between the University and Coulomb
Holdings Ltd. on 26th May. This marked
the first technology transfer from uni-

ITEP fellow John Ng with his biometric smartcard

versity to industry under the sponsor-
ship of the Information Technology
Entrepreneur Programme (ITEP).

Developed by an ITEP fellow Mr.
John Ng and his supervisor Prof. Y.S.
Moon at the Department of Computer
Science and Engineering, the new
technology provides a totally new and
efficient solution to Internet business
transactions, credit card payments, and
identity verification. By combining two
innovative technologies — smartcard
and fingerprint verification technology,
it makes real-time authentication of
the identity of smartcard holders
a reality. With this technology,
e-commerce activities and identity
verification processes will be conducted
more smoothly and with greater security.

ITEP is a joint effort of the govern-
ment, industry, The Chinese University
of Hong Kong, the University of Hong
Kong, and the Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology to provide entre-
preneurial training for students receiving
IT education at the three universities,
encouraging them to turn innovative
ideas into solid prototypes with
application potential and commercial
value. The programme was launched last
July, and the success of the biometric
technology in attracting venture capital
has proven its worth.
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CUMBA TEAM WON INTERNATIONAL

MARKETING

A team of five students from the
Three-year MBA (Evening)
Programme were the section
champion and the overall runners-up
of the McGill International
Marketing E-Challenge (MIME)
held from 29th February to 31st
March 2000. On the team were Karen
Chan, Thomas Tjong, Wong Siu-
fung, Alex Yam, and John Yeung.

MIME is a global on-line
marketing simulation competition
hosted by the MBA Programme of !
McGill University in Montreal. A total
of nine teams from international
corporations and academic institutes in
America, Europe, and Asia were divided
into two sections to compete against one
another under computer-simulated
market conditions in a game known as
Markstrat 3. During the five-week
competition, the teams were required to
compete in 10 rounds.

The Chinese University team was
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the only team from Asia. The other
participating teams were Johnson &
Johnson Canada, the Stockholm School

of Economics, Unilever Canada,
McGill University, Instituto Tech-
nologico Atomno de Mexico, the Uni-
versity of Chicago, the University of
Victoria, and the University of Ottawa.
The CUHK team was lauded for their
remarkable marketing ability and
strategies.

More Support for Research Projects

The following three research projects undertaken by staff members of the University
have recently attracted funding support from different quarters locally:

* Development of a Local Drug Abuse Treatment Qutcomes Measure

(HK$608,900)
Sponsor: Beat Drugs Fund

Principal investigator: Prof. Lee Tak-shing (Department of Psychiatry)
* Quality of Life Measurements in Chinese Women with Urinary Incontinence:
A Validation and Clinical Application Study (HK$102,000)

Sponsor: Health Services Research Fund

Principal investigator: Dr. Peter H.Y. Leung (Department of Obstetrics and

Gynaecology)

¢ Developing Reliable and Valid Chinese Measure of Diabetes Empowerment

Scale (HK$42,900)

Sponsor: Health Care and Promotion Fund
Principal investigator: Prof. Ann Shiu Tak-ying (Department of Nursing)

Linkage with EFEO Reinforced

Prof. Jean-Pierre Drege, director of Ecole
Frangaise d’Extréme Orient (EFEO)
visited the University from 28th to 30th
May to officiate at the centennial
conference of EFEO and to meet with
faculty members to explore possibilities
of further collaboration in the social
sciences. B}
Linkage between the University and
EFEO began in 1994 and the focus of
collaboration has been on Chinese
regional history and local cultures. Since
then a representative of EFEO has been
resident at the Institute of Chinese

Studies as honorary research fellow.
Over the past few years, both institutions
have agreed on developing inter-
disciplinary research projects that would
extend to social science subjects.

During his stay at the University,
Prof. Drege visited the Universities
Service Centre and the Department of
Architecture, and met with Prof. Kenneth
Chau, dean of social science, as well as
teaching staff from the Departments of
Architecture, Anthropology, and Soci-
ology.
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Partnership to
Advance Software Development

The University is joining forces with
Flashline.com Inc., the company running
the premier software component portal,
to deliver top-of-the-line software
products, services, and resources to
businesses and organizations worldwide.

The Open Component Foundation
(OCF) of the University’s Centre for
Innovation and Technology will work
with Flashline.com Inc. to promote the
process of component-based develop-
ment. Developing software with reusable
components or building blocks of code
instead of writing them line by line
dramatically increases the productivity of
the programmer and results in highly
stable and flexible systems. Proven
benefits of component-based develop-
ment include faster time-to-market,
streamlined development, and more
reliable and flexible systems.

OCEF is the territory’s first initiative
to promote software quality and
reusability to help Hong Kong and
mainland China become a competitive
force in the global software market. The
partnership will provide mainland
Chinese developers with the knowledge,
tools, and resources they need to ensure
quality in software development. It will
also provide American businesses with
much needed programmers as it will
open doors to previously unavailable
software development resources in
China.

Flashline.com Inc. and OCF
announced in May that areas of
collaboration include component design
projects, training and education, a
software component marketplace, and
quality assurance testing.

Academics Gather to Study
Implications of Asian Economic Crisis

Academics in economics and related
subjects from the world over gathered at
the Regal Riverside Hotel at the
invitation of University on 27th and 28th
May to reflect upon the global im-
plications of the Asian economic crisis,
to discuss critical issues, and to make
plans for the future. The conference,
entitled ‘Global Transformation After
the Asian Economic Crisis’, was jointly
organized by the University’s Depart-
ment of Decision Sciences and
Managerial Economics, the Guanghua
School of Management, and the China
Centre of Economic Research of Peking
University, and co-sponsored by the

International Economics and Finance
Society (Hong Kong Chapter).

Topics covered at the symposium
include China’s economy after the crisis,
Asian economies after the crisis, post-
crisis transformation in overall thinking,
investment and location, finance and
currency, governance and policies, trade
policies and allocative efficiency, and
technology and system development. The
keynote speeches were delivered by
Senator Dr. Olarn Chaipravat from Siam
Commercial Bank in Thailand, and Prof.
Thomas W. Hertel from Purdue
University in the US.

TUMOUR COURSE BROADCAST LIVE TO
MAINLAND YIA TELEMEDICINE

Approximately 100 pathologists,
neurosurgeons, and neuroradiologists
from both the private and public health
sectors participated in a brain tumour
course jointly organized by the Brain
Disease Laboratory of the Department of
Anatomical and Cellular Pathology and
the Hong Kong Division of the Inter-

national Academy of Pathology on 27th
May at the Prince of Wales Hospital.

The course was broadcast simul-
taneously to Tongji Medical University
in Wuhan, and Shantou University, with
whom the University has telemedical
links. An equal number of academics in
those regions attended the course. The
first broadcast was supported
by Hua Xia Foundation and the
second, by the Li Ka Shing
Foundation.

Prof. Peter C. Burger of
Johns Hopkins University, one
of the key panelists for the new
World Health Organization
system of classification (2000)
of brain tumours, was the
keynote speaker. He spoke on
the new grading and diagnostic
criteria for brain tumours
according to the new system of
classification.
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Lecture on Improving Schooling
Outcome Measurement
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Visiting Professorship &
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Internationally-renowned educator, Prof.
Jon Douglas Willms (middle), professor
and director of the Canadian Research
Institute for Social Policy at the
University of New Brunswick, delivered
a public lecture entitled ‘Performing
Monitoring of Schooling Outcomes:
What Should We Be Measuring and
Why?” on 29th May under the Sir Edward
Youde Memorial Fund Visiting
Professorship.
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In his lecture, Prof. Willms argued
that while governments in most modern
societies have established routine
monitoring of the performance of their
schools in the belief that it would
motivate educators to provide a better
education, the kind of information
collected in these monitoring exercises is
in most cases inadequate. He also
suggested ways that monitoring systems
can be strengthened.

Experts Warn of Emerging Issues in
Women’s Health

Women aged 50 and above account for
about 14 per cent of the Hong Kong
population, and the percentage is expected
to increase substantially with postwar
babies entering into their mature years.
Chung Chi College and the
Programme in Epidemiology and
Biostatistics of the University organized
the Symposium on Emerging Issues of
Women’s Health on 26th May to look
into the effects of physical, psy-

chological, and lifestyle conditions on
women’s health and identify measures to
improve health in women after mid-life.
Issues addressed included occupational
health in women and women’s roles as
carers; measures proposed to improve
health included controlling body weight
and avoiding central obesity, increasing
physical activity and intake of fruit and
vegetables, maintaining mobility, and
preventing depression.

Conference on Methodology of
Small Risk Studies

Eminent scholars from Canada, Japan,
and Hong Kong addressed the
methodological issues related to studies
of risk factors that may be weakly
associated with certain diseases but have
significant public health impacts, such as
studies of lifestyles, dietary intake, and
physical activity. Entitled ‘Method-
ological Issues in Epidemiological
Studies of Small Risks’, the event was
held on 26th May at the Ho Sin-Hang
Engineering Building. Opening remarks

were made by Prof. Kenneth Young,
acting vice-chancellor and dean of the
Graduate School.

The conference was attended by
some 200 postgraduate students,
researchers, and health professionals. It
was organized by the Postgraduate
Programmes in Epidemiology and
Biostatistics of the University’s Faculty
of Medicine and sponsored by the
Research Grants Council’s Postgraduate
Conference Grants.
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New Initiatives for an Even More Environment-Friendly Campus

e

(From left) Prof. Lam Kin-che, director of the Centre for Environmental Studies, Prof. Liu Pak-wai, pro-vice-chancellor,
and Prof. Arthur K.C. Li, vice-chancellor, posing for a photo before mounting a shuttle bus installed with diesel oxidation

catalysts on World Environment Day (5th June 2000).

On the recommendation of the Administrative Affairs
Committee, a University-wide action plan to protect the
campus environment and promote general awareness of
ecological issues such as energy conservation, waste
management, air and water quality, and large-scale con-
struction activities has been approved for imple-
mentation.

The action plan is the result of a comprehensive
environmental audit commissioned by the University
and undertaken by the Centre for Environmental Studies
with contribution from relevant units. The first of its type
among local tertiary institutions, the audit sets the tone
for continuous self-reflection and self-improvement by
the University as an environmentally-conscious and
responsible organization.

According to Prof. Lam Kin-che, director of the
Centre for Environmental Studies, the audit lasted for
six months from September 1999, and revealed that
various operations of the University are well planned
and well managed to minimize adverse impacts on the
environment. A good record of regulatory compliance
has also been maintained. The air quality on campus is
good, the setting tranquil, the waters clean, and the
natural landscape green and inspiring.

At a press conference held on 5th June, the World

Environment Day, vice-chancellor Prof. Arthur K.C. Li
reiterated the University’s firm commitment to the
preservation of its already very ‘clean and green’ campus
and its natural assets, and called for campus-wide
participation in the University’s new environmental
initiatives. As the first of the new initiatives, an
environment-friendly shuttle bus installed with diesel
oxidation catalysts to reduce smoke emissions was
introduced. Such devices will be introduced on all
university shuttle buses eventually to ensure cleaner air
on the campus. On the same occasion, pro-vice-
chancellor Prof. Liu Pak-wai disclosed plans to

strengthen the shuttle mini-bus service on campus as a

means to reduce the use of private cars. Prof. Liu also

explained the salient features of the action plan, which
include:

1. The establishment of an efficient environmental
management structure to review, formulate, and
implement relevant policies and strategies: essentially
a high-level steering committee will be set up, the
University Safety Office will be reconstituted to
include an Environmental Section, and coordinators
will be appointed in individual units and departments
to ensure campus-wide participation in various
environmental initiatives.

2. Greater control over motor traffic on the campus:
means to reduce the use of motor vehicles will be
devised; diesel oxidation catalysts will be installed in
University shuttle buses to reduce smoke emissions;
ultra-low sulphur diesel will be used when available;
LPG mini-buses will also be on trial run on the
campus in response to the government’s Clean Air
Campaign.

3. Regular monitoring of indoor air quality and water
quality: measurements of air quality will be taken to
form the basis of comparison and improvement;
drainage and sewage systems will be vigilantly
inspected to ensure good water quality.

4. The promotion of waste reduction and recycling:
green office practices will be introduced to reduce
waste generation by 40 per cent in 10 years as
advocated by the government; the logistics of waste
collection, recycling, and recovery in residences and
office buildings will be finetuned.

5. The enforcement of energy conservation measures:
energy audits will be conducted in targeted University
buildings to assess the efficiency of energy use and
identify areas for conservation and cost-savings.

6. Close scrutiny of construction and renovation
projects: contractors will be asked to comply with all
environmental regulations and legislation and to
prepare environmental management plans to pre-empt
problems; frequent site inspections will be conducted
to monitor their impact on the campus environment;
new techniques to beautify artificial slopes will be
introduced.

7. Monitoring canteen operations: a Canteen Service
Officer has been appointed to work closely with the
management committees of the canteens to oversee
canteen operations and facilitate prompt rectification
of irregularities.

8. Effecting a behavioural change through proactive
publicity and education programmes: environmental
awareness events will be organized to promote
environment-friendly practices on campus; student
bodies, colleges, departments, and units will be
encouraged to form small groups to look into specific
issues of concern; the University’s environmental
initiatives and accomplishments will be broadly
publicized to achieve a sense of cohesiveness and

purpose.

Web-based Teaching and
Cooperative Learning

Introducing a New University-wide
Teaching Platform '

Over 200 teaching staff from different departments and
units participated in a seminar jointly organized by the
Information Technology Services Centre (ITSC)
and the Teaching Development Unit (TDU) on 12th
May. Ms. Christina Keing demonstrated the
delivery of lectures via the web while Mr.
Augustine Lo explained the workings of a new
university-wide web-based teaching platform.
Several teachers also shared their experience of
applying IT to their teaching.

Cooperative Learning Workshop

About 30 teaching staff participated in a workshop
conducted by Prof. Karl Smith of the University of
Minnesota on the cooperative learning approach on
29th and 30th May. Cooperative learning involves
having students work in teams to accomplish a
common goal, under conditions that require both

positive interdependence and individual and group
accountability. Participants were introduced to the
materials and strategies of cooperative learning at the
workshop, and tried to tackle problems regarding
planning and implementation.

Prof. Karl Smith of the University of Minnesota speaking at the
cooperative learning approach workshop

M.Arch.
Graduation Exhibition

Thirty-five graduating students from the Master of Architecture
programme presented their final projects at a graduation
exhibition at Park Court, Pacific Place, from 19th to 21st May.
Seen here is a student introducing her project to a visitor:
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Call for Applications from CERG and ITF

The 2001-2002 Competitive Earmarked Research Grant (CERG) and the Innovation
and Technology Fund (ITF) are now calling for applications. Application forms,
guidelines, and all pertinent information about the two grants are available at the Research
and Technology Administration Office (RATO) website:

CERG: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/rtao/download/download.htm

ITF (guide): http://www.info.gov.hk/id/itf

ITF (internal notes): http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/rtao/itfl.htm

Declaration form: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/rtao/download/download.htm

Internal deadlines for applications under the CERG ranges from 12th July to 11th
September. Applicants should check details at the relevant website.

The external deadline for applications under the Innovation and Technology Support
Programme and the General Support Programme of the ITF is 31st July 2000.
Applications and relevant declaration forms should reach RTAO on or before 14th July
2000. Applications under the University-Industry Collaboration Programme and the
Small Entrepreneur Research Assistance Programme can be submitted throughout the
year. For enquiries, please contact Mrs. Anna Lam of RTAO at 2609 8886.

Renaming of CSC/ITSU

As announced previously, the Computer Servi‘ces_ Centre (CSC) and the Information
Technology Service Unit (ITSU) will be merged and renamed the Information Technology
Services Centre (ITSC) from 1st July 2000. While services to be rendered will remain
unchanged, modifications need to be made to webpages, server names, and documents
etc. to reflect the name change.

To help users adjust to the name change, aliases for all computer systems have been
set up so that they can still use the old names to access ITSC servers and websites.
Computer accounts and passwords obtained from the CSC will also remain unchanged.
However, if users want to access the ITSC webpage or remotely access its computer
systems, they should use the new names starting from Ist July.

Please visit http://www.cuhk.edu/itsc/about/rename for the summary of the changes
and a list of the old and new names of the servers and websites.

Revised Rates for Housing Benefit Schemes

Home Financing Allowance (HFA)

The University has approved the new rates of HFA with retroactive effect from 1st April
2000. The new scale of rates, reduced by 14.4 per cent, is only applicable to staff
members who began receiving the allowances on or after st April 2000.

Private Tenancy Allowance (PTA)

The University has approved the new rates of PTA with retroactive effect from 1st April

2000. The new rates of PTA have been reduced by 4.7 per cent for lower segments and
5.4 per cent for higher segments.

For details of the new rates, please call the Payroll and Superannuation Unit (Ext.
7240) or visit the Bursary’s website: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary.

HEEREEE
UHS Activities

R/ AR TN T —E - REREER PO — M ORESRITREME - A
IR ERREE VK R DI EE R T R MR S e, - = -
A lecture entitled ‘Practical Management of Menopause” will be delivered by Prof.
Christopher Haines of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology in English on

21st June 2000 from 1.00 to 2.00 p.m. in the first-floor conference room of the University
Health Centre. All are welcome.

BRERZMEER
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AR hgaK L R R A
University Swimming Pool Notice

KRE kit H+_HEhA = HERFRRFELAT :
F—f 0 BT ARE RN
EE T IR=T0ENR B
EWH R A RBRERE L -
From 12th June (Monday) to 3rd September (Sunday) 2000, the opening hours of the
University Swimming Pool will be extended as follows:
Ist session:  8.00 a.m. - 1.40 p.m.
2nd session:  2.30 p.m. - 9.00 p.m.
The pool is open seven days a week including public holidays.

BME
Obituaries

FERR I — AR L TN _RRRFEH AT = HEHE - B IR—Rh
CEMASTARS -

REHERZARBIECEN_Z2ZFET A= THEHYE - RIEER—NI/REMA
ARRH -
Miss Asther Leung Mei-ching, Teaching Assistant I of the Department of Nursing, passed
away on 13th May 2000. Miss Leung first joined the University in 1997.

Mr. Ng Shu Ching, Security Guard of the Security Unit, passed away on 30th May
2000. Mr. Ng first joined the University in 1986.
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