The Chinese University of Hong Kong

CUHK:’s First Formal Danish Link

he University signed a letter of intent
on academic and cultural exchange
with the Technical University of Denmark
(DTU) on 16th October, marking the

Prof. Hans Peter Jensen (left) and Prof. Arthur K.C. Li

-TTFR

i

CAA/Q

University’s first formal academic
linkage with a Danish institution at the
university level. The two institutions were
represented by Prof. Arthur K.C. Li, vice-
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chancellor of CUHK, and Prof. Hans
Peter Jensen, rector of DTU. The signing
paves the way for closer collaboration
between the two parties in terms of
faculty and student exchange, and joint
research activities.

DTU is a technological university
operating in a wide array of activities,
such as research in biotechnology,
communications technology,
nanotechnology, and development of
technologies for sustainable energy. It
consists of 32 institutes and a number of
major independent centres established as
joint ventures with companies and
research institutes. DTU embraces most
engineering disciplines, and trains
engineers up to the doctoral level.

During his visit to the University,
Prof. Jensen also visited the Faculty of
Engineering and met with staff and
graduate students.

Mentor Programmes Flourish in the Colleges

he months of September and October

saw the launch of three different
mentor programmes in the University’s
colleges.

Q The United College Mentorship
Programme, jointly organized by
United College and the United College
Alumni Association, was officially
launched on 18th September at the
Island Shangri-La Hotel. Over 120
guests, including mentors, mentees,
alumni, and college staff attended the
ceremony.

Under the programme, each
undergraduate student of the college
is paired up with an alumnus of the
college for a period of one year, with
the aim of helping the students build
self-confidence, develop ethical values
and communication skills, and
increase their knowledge beyond the
classroom. There are currently 102
mentors and mentees participating in
the programme.

The project is made possible by
the support of the college’s alumni and
the generous donation of Mr. Shum
Choi-sang, chairman of the College
Board of Trustees.

1 Chung Chi College held a reception
on 21st September at the Hong Kong
Jockey Club Happy Valley clubhouse
to kick off this year’s mentor
programme. It was attended by almost
all of the 200 students and 90 alumni
joining the programme this year.

First introduced in 1999, Chung
Chi’s programme aims at widening the

horizons of its students, enriching their
social experiences, and honing their
communication skills by encouraging
them to share the experiences of their
mentors from various professions. It
is done through a wide range of
activities like concert-going, BBQ,
work place visits, and informal
dinners.

O The inauguration ceremony of the
mentor programme of New Asia
College took place on 21st October.
The function began with a welcoming
speech by Prof. P.C. Leung, head of
college, which was followed by words
of encouragement from Mr. Wong
Kin-ping, president of the College
Alumni Association. Over a hundred
mentors and mentees introduced

Guests and participants of the United College Mentorship Programme
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themselves to one another on the
occasion.

The objective of
the programme, like
other mentor pro-
grammes in other "~
colleges, is to broaden
the horizons of stu-
dents and enhance
their personal growth
by allowing them to
learn from the ex-
perience of college
alumni.

Prof. P.C. Leung giving
a welcoming speech

CUHK Staff
Selected
Outstanding

Young Person

P rof. Dennis Lo Yuk-ming,
associate professor in the
Department of Chemical Pathology,
has been selected one of the Ten
Outstanding Young Persons for 2000.
The selection is organized by the
Hong Kong Junior Chamber to give
formal recognition to young persons
who excel in professional endeavours
and service to the community. The
award is expected to provide
incentive for promising young
persons to seek advancement in
personal achievement as well as
public services.

Prof. Lo has made outstanding
contribution in the application of
DNA technology to medical
diagnosis. He has also been actively
involved in the development of new
blood tests for common cancers in
Asia, in particular nasopharyngeal
cancer.

The award presentation
ceremony will be held on 25th
November at the Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre.
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More Research and Conference Grants

he following research projects and academic conference succeeded in attracting
funding support from different quarters recently:

QO Therapeutic Effects of Pien Tze Huang Without Natural Musk on Hepatitis
(HK$960,000)
Sponsors: Innovation and Technology Fund and Zhang Long Industrial Co. Ltd.
Principal investigator: Prof. Chan Wood-yee (Department of Anatomy)
Co-investigators: Prof. David Yew, Prof. Kwong Wing-hang, Prof. Kenneth Lee

O  Preparation for Pregnancy, Labour, and the Early Postpartum Period: An
Evaluation of a Hospital-based Antenatal Education Programme (HK$481,751)
Sponsor: Health Care and Promotion Fund
Principal investigator: Prof. Eleanor Holroyd (Department of Nursing)

O Forum on Spatial Information Technology and the Greater Development of
Western China (HK$25,000)
Sponsor: The Croucher Foundation
Coordinator: Prof. Lin Hui (Joint Laboratory for Geoinformation Science)

UC plays Host to Budding Scholars
from Nanjing

E ight undergraduate students of Nanjing University, accompanied by their academic
advisers, visited United College from 1st to 10th October under the College’s
Budding Scholars Exchange Programme, now in its eleventh year.

The Nanjing delegation gave a presentation on 5th October on the topic of
‘Expenencmg Hong Kong’. To enhance their understanding of Hong Kong, United
College arranged for them
to visit the Legislative
Council, ICAC, the Plan-
ning Department of the

| HKSAR, the High Court,
i TVB, and the University of
- Hong Kong.

Budding scholars from
United College will pay
their return visit to Nanjing
from 27th December 2000
to Sth January 2001.
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ICS Reception in Celebration of
Several Events

Guests
attending the
reception

Dr. Thomas H.C. Cheung
popping the champagne cork

On Friday, 27th October 2000, the Institute of Chinese Studies (ICS) held a cocktail
reception in the foyer of Cho Yiu Conference Hall to celebrate three events: the
publication of Growing Up with The Chinese University—CUHK & ICS: A Photo
History 1949-1997; the launch of Century China, a cultural webpage; and the tenth
anniversary of Twenty-First Century, a bimonthly journal for Chinese intellectuals,
which together marked a new stage of development of the institute.

Prof. Ambrose King, acting vice-chancellor, gave a welcoming speech on the
occasion; Dr. Thomas H.C. Cheung, adviser of the Federation of CUHK Alumni
Associations, popped the champagne cork; and Dr. Lee Hon Chiu, chairman of the
University Council, proposed a toast. Mr. Liu He, board chairman of the webpage
company concerned, who made a special trip from Beijing to attend the reception,
offered congratulatory remarks, while Dr. F.C. Chen, director of ICS, gave a vote of
thanks to round up the ceremony.

The occasion attracted well over a hundred guests including staff members from
different faculties, students, alumni, as well as friends and well-wishers of the University
and ICS, who apart from the reception itself were offered two additional features: a
demonstration and hands-on viewing of Century China in the adjoining conference
room, as well as a short video programme covering the history and development of the
four constituent colleges, the University, and ICS from 1949 to 1997.

Two Colleges Celebrate Anniversaries

+ United College celebrated its 44th anniversary on 20th October at the Sir Run Run
Shaw Hall. Officiating at the ceremony were the Hon. Mr. Justice K.H. Woo, Justice
of Appeal of the High Court, and Dr. Thomas H.C. Cheung, vice-chairman of the
College Board of Trustees.

A birthday party was held on the college campus immediately after the
ceremony. A lion dance performed by the college’s Kung Fu Club and the cutting
of a 40-pound birthday cake presented by the College Staff Association marked the
climax of the day. This was followed by an anniversary luncheon, held at the staff
common room and attended by over 70 trustees, donors, alumni, and staff members.

The highlight of anniversary activities, as in previous years, was the Feast-for-
Thousands held in the evening, which registered a record turnout of over 1,500
guests.

Proposing a toast to United College

¢ Chung Chi College celebrated its 49th
anniversary on 27th October. A series of
celebratory events were organized by the
College Student Union and the College
Alumni Association.

The 49th Founders’ Day Thanksgiving
Service was held on the morning of 27th
October. Mr. Thomas Kwok, vice-
chairman and managing director of Sun
Hung Kai Properties Ltd., was invited to
be the guest speaker. In the afternoon,
events coordinated by the College Student
Union took place, which included a fun
fair, a tug-of-war, a round-the-campus run,
a singing contest, and a cooking
competition. And in the evening, some
2,000 participants took part in the Feast-
for-Thousands at the college’s Lingnan
Stadium.

On the same day, the Lin Dao Yang
Memorial Garden was officially opened on the Chung Chi campus. The garden was
built in memory of Dr. Lin Dao-yang who was president of Chung Chi College
from 1955 to 1960. Officiating at the ceremony were Mr. George Hung, chair of the
Chung Chi College Board of Trustees, Prof. Rance Lee, head of Chung Chi College,
Prof. Lin Hung-chang, representative of the donor, Mr. Stanley Hui, chair of the
Chung Chi College Alumni Association, and Miss Chan Yuen-yau, chair of the
Representative Council of the Chung Chi Student Union.

Dr. Lin (1888-1993) was a philosopher, athlete, politician, writer, and scientist.
As an expert forester, he made significant contribution towards the conservation of
soil, watering, and forest resources in China. He was responsible for the negotiations
with the government for the relocation of the college to its present site in the Ma
Liu Shui Valley.

Mr Thomas Kwok speakmg at Chung
Chi’s Thanksgiving Service.
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As Hong Kong becomes more
affluent, there is a trend to depart
from a traditional southern Chinese
diet of mainly grains, vegetables,
and fish, to one that has a much
higher fat content. People's diets are
richer but not necessarily healthier.
As a result, obesity, which used to be
the problem only of Western
societies, is now an issue to be
reckoned with in Hong Kong.

Here at The Chinese University,
Prof. Susanna Lee Sau-tuen of the
Department of Biochemistry has
been studying obesity at the
molecular level in mice, in the hope
of identifving its implications for

Transgenic Mice Lacking the Fatty
Acid-activated Receptor (FAAR): An
Animal Model to Study Adipose Cell

Differentiation and Obesity’, has
received funding from the Research
Grants Council (RGC) for three and
a half years.

P rof. Susanna Lee Sau-tuen
graduated from Hong Kong
Baptist College, obtained her MS in
nutrition and in animal physiology
from Mississippi State University, and
her Ph.D. in environmental toxicology
from Cornell University. From 1992 to
1995, Prof. Lee was a postdoctoral
research fellow at the Laboratory of
Molecular Carcinogenesis at the
National Institutes of Health in
Maryland. She joined the Department
of Biochemistry at The Chinese
University as assistant professor in
1995. Her research interests include
application of transgenic mouse
models for health research, fatty acid
metabolism and obesity, and
molecular mechanism of chemical-
induced liver cancer.

people. Her project, ‘Production of

<4 of
- Mice and Men

Two Types of Cells Related to Obesity

One- to two-thirds of our fat cell tissue are
adipocytes, commonly known as fat cells, and
preadipocytes—precursor cells which become
adipocytes upon receipt of the right signals.
Obesity is characterized by an increase in the
number or size, or both, of adipocytes. When we
overeat, large amounts of fat are released into our
blood stream, but our system ensures that the
amount of fat in our blood is in balance by storing
this extra fat as extra cell energy in the adipocytes,
which will be burned as fuel the next time we are
hungry. The volume of fat that can be accumulated
in an individual adipocyte is fixed, while the
capacity of adipose tissue to expand in response
to overfeeding is without limit. This means that
preadipocytes can expand infinitely, if stimulated
by enough and the right kinds of signals, whereas
adipocytes cannot. Thus significant expansion of
adipose tissue mass is largely attributed to the
differentiation of preadipocytes into adipocytes.
A detailed understanding of the molecular events
that control such differentiation is therefore
essential for the development of strategies to treat
and prevent obesity.

Agents That Control Differentiation
into Fat Cells

Recent evidence obtained from cell culture
models suggests that the early stage of adipocyte
differentiation may be mediated by a
transcriptional activator, the fatty acid-activated
receptor (FAAR). Transcriptional activators are
proteins controlling gene expression. Upon receipt
of stimuli, transcriptional activators such as FAAR
will enter the nucleus of cells, and attach
themselves to the relevant genes, and in doing so,
change their level of expression. Without them,
the particular genes will remain silent and
inactive. During starvation, for example, when
there is no glucose for us to burn as energy, the
transcriptional activators will enter the nucleus
of cells to turn on the genes that control the
burning of the lipid stored in our cells. During
overfeeding, the same genes will be turned off.
However the precise roles of FAAR in regulating
adipocyte differentiation and maintaining the
balance of fat in our blood have never been tested
and confirmed in an intact animal, due to the lack
of suitable transgenic animal models for detailed
studies.

Experiments with Mice

The aim of Prof. Lee’s project was to produce
transgenic mice which lack FAAR so that she can
study the differences in the fat mass and fat
metabolism between such mice and their normal
counterparts. The advent of gene targeting
techniques has made it possible to demonstrate a

functional requirement for a particular gene and
to characterize the missing functions of the gene
due to targeted disruption of the respective gene
in an intact animal. Prof. Lee acquired this gene
targeting approach as a postdoctoral fellow in the
US, where she made four different kinds of
transgenic mice. This is now her fifth attempt.

How to Tamper with the Genes

First she has to isolate the DNA related to the
transcriptional activator, FAAR, from a genomic
library obtained from a commercial company.
Then the part of the FAAR gene that is responsible
for translation and transcription is disrupted using
DNA technology in the laboratory. The disrupted
DNA is introduced into the embryonic stem cells
of'a mouse by electroporation. As embryonic stem
cells cannot differentiate foreign DNA, the
embryo will accept it. During cell division, this
DNA will be treated as the embryo’s own.
However the chances of this happening are often
small, and researchers may have to try many
times. Specific markers for the purpose are used
to select which embryonic stem cell has this
disrupted DNA, which is subsequently injected
into mouse embryos and put into the body of a
surrogate mother. If all goes well, the new-born
mice will carry FAAR that cannot function
normally. Making transgenic mice like that
usually takes three to five years at least.

At this stage, Prof. Lee has finished making
the mice in collaboration with a research team in
the US. It can be observed that mice without
FAAR have smaller fat masses than normal mice,
such as around the testes. In other words, the
absence of FAAR has affected the development
of fat cells in the transgenic mice.

From Mice to Men

Prof. Lee is currently starving the mice to see
whether there are changes in their fat mass during
starvation. However, the biggest problem she has
encountered is that mice without FAAR has a hard
time growing up. Many die because FAAR, which
controls fat cell development, also affects survival.
Cultivating a generation of mice for lab use takes
four months—one for pregnancy and three for
growth. Patience, therefore, comes as a real test
for the researcher.

The next step will be to put the mice on a
high fat diet for six months to see whether, without
FAAR, their ability to metabolize fat will be
lessened and they will become fat.

Prof. Lee said that it is not widely believed
that FAAR is involved in the development of
preadipocytes into adipocytes. Through these
studies, she hopes to increase knowledge of the
roles FAAR plays in adipocyte differentiation.
And initial results of her experiments have shown
that she is on the right track. 1

Piera Chen
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FBATRNEREHRIESFHRHE Suspension of Classes

Arrangements for the Fifty-sixth
Congregation for the Conferment of
Degrees
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Classes for Medical Years 1 and 2, the Intercalated
Degree Programmes in Medical Science, and
postgraduate programmes will be suspended for
the day.

Temporary Closure of BFC Canteens

The Benjamin Franklin Centre staff canteen and
student canteen will be closed on the day from
7.30 a.m. to 3.00 p.m., as they will be used for the
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The 56th Congregation for the Conferment of Degrees will be held in two parts on Thursday,
7th December 2000.

Part 1

The first part of the ceremony, to be presided at by Prof. Arthur K.C. Li, vice-chancellor of
the University, will be held at 10.00 a.m. at the University Mall. Honorary, higher, and first
degrees will be conferred.

Part 11

The graduation ceremonies held by the four colleges and the Part-time Degree Programmes
(PDP) for first-degree graduates, and the Master’s Degree Graduation Ceremony will take
place as follows:

College/Programme  Time Presiding Officer Venue

United 12.00-2.00 p.m.  Head of College Sir Run Run Shaw Hall

New Asia 1.15-245p.m. Head of College University Mall

Chung Chi 1.30 - 3.30 p.m. Head of College Chung Chi Chapel

Part-time Degree 3.00 - 4.30 p.m. Prof. Ambrose King, PVC Shaw College Lecture Theatre
Shaw 3.15-5.15p.m. Head of College Sir Run Run Shaw Hall
Master's Degree 3.30-5.00 p.m. Prof. Kenneth Young, PVC  University Mall

Robing

The Cho Yiu Conference Hall of the University Administration Building will be used as the
robing room. Marshalling of the procession will begin at 9.40 a.m. The procession will leave
the University Administration Building for the ceremonial ground at 9.55 a.m.

Parking

Car parks at the Benjamin Franklin Centre, John Fulton Centre, University Administration
Building, Institute of Chinese Studies, Tin Ka Ping Building, and the University Library will
be reserved for guests with special parking labels. The car park opposite Sir Run Run Shaw
Hall, to be used as a seating area for graduates, will be temporarily closed from 18th November
to 10th December for the erection of a canopy for the ceremony.

reception for higher degree graduates after Part I

of the ceremony. The Fast Food Shop will also be
closed from 11.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. for the lunch gathering of Part-time Degree Programme
graduates and their families.

Wet Weather

In case of wet weather, Part I of the Ceremony will be held at Sir Run Run Shaw Hall while
the New Asia College Graduation Ceremony and the Master’s Degree Graduation Ceremony
will take place in the New Asia Gymnasium.

EES
Staff Review of Non-teaching Staff Members
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Applications/nominations are invited from all full-time non-teaching staff on Terms of Service
(A), with respect to retirement/extension of service and promotion, for consideration in the
staff review exercise for the year 2001-2.

The deadline for submission is 30th December 2000. Applications and nominations
should be sent to Mr. S.S. Tam, Secretary, Administrative Affairs Committee, c/o Personnel
Office, 2/F, University Administration Building (Ext. 7269). Further enquiries may be directed
to him.

The Administrative Affairs Committee has also invited department chairmen/unit heads
to make nominations and recommendations concerning the retirement, extension of service,
and promotion of non-teaching staff members on Terms of Services (B) and (C). The deadline
for submission of nominations is 30th December 2000. Direct applications from individual
staff members will not be considered. They may, however, discuss their promotion prospects
with their department chairmen/unit heads.
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Staff Ball 2000

The 2000 CUHK Staff Ball, organized jointly by the Staff Common Room Club and the
Staff Club/Associations of the four colleges, will be held on Saturday, 16th December 2000,
at 6.30 p.m in the ballroom of the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Central.

The evening will feature dinner, performance, games, lucky draw, and dancing.

All participants will enjoy a subsidized fee of $650 per head. A special 10 per cent
discount will be given to bookings by table. Dress code for the evening will be black tie or
lounge suit. Bus coupons between CUHK campus and Central are sold at $35 per person per
round trip.

University units are invited to organize their own tables. Book now before all tickets
are sold out. For enquiries and booking, please call 2603 6528 or visit http://mmlab.itsc.
cuhk.edu.hi/ugh/event.htm.

SERRIBIREEHES
The Latest from BFC Fast Food Shop
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The Western Dining Section of the BFC Fast Food Shop has been named Poolside Café. In
addition to lunch and dinner, Poolside Café also serves special tea sets and tea buffet. It is
open from 11.30 a.m. to 10.30 p.m. Monday through Saturday. Please call 2603 5122 for
reservations.

The glass house of the BFC Fast Food Shop can be reserved by students and staff of the

University for holding functions after 3.00 p.m. The minimum number of users is 50. For
enquiries and booking, please call 2609 8610.
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. The Newsletter is published on the 4th and 19th of each month.
. All contributions and suggestions should be sent to the Editor, CUHK Newsletter,

Publication Office, University Secretariat, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
(tel, 2609 8584; fax. 2603 6864; e-mail pub2(@uab.msmail.cuhk.edu.hk).

. Contributions should bear the writer's name and contact telephone number, and may

be published under pseudonyms. No anonymous letters will be published.

. The Editor reserves the right to reject contributions and to edit all articles without

notice for reasons of clarity, length or grammar. Those who do not want to have their
articles amended should indicate clearly in writing.

5. The views expressed in the CUHK Newsletter are those of the authors, and are not

necessarily those of the University or the Editor.

. No part of this newsletter may be reproduced without the written consent of the Editor.
. This publication has a circulation of 3,800 and is primarily intended for staff members

of CUHK. Copies are also sent to local educational institutions and individuals
associated with the University. Those who wish to be included on the mailing list
please contact the Newsleiter direct.
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Issue no.  Issue date Deadline for
contributions

174 4.12.2000 17.11.2000
175 19.12.2000 4.12.2000
176 4.1.2001  15.12.2000
177 19.1.2001 3.1.2001
178 19.2.2001 5.2.2001

179 4.3.2001 19.2.2001
180 19.3.2001 5.3.2001
181 4.4.2001 20.3.2001
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