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BA Faculty Honouars Academic
Excellence and Service

ome 300 honorary guests, students and their friends and family attended the Second Induction

Ceremony ofthe Chmese Umversuy Chapter of Beta Gamma Sigma held on 18th March, in
: : - conjunction with the Faculty of Business Administration’s own
awards presentation ceremony.

At the induction ceremony, Chapter Honouree Awards were
conferred on Dr. Cyril Chow of the Hong Kong and Shanghai
Banking Corporation Ltd. and Dr. Law Cheung-kwok of the Hong
Kong Policy Research Institute in recognition of their outstanding
business and managerial leadership. Two faculty members, 45
graduate and 69 undergraduate students were also inducted into
Beta Gamma Sigma membership. The mission of Beta Gamma
Sigma is to encourage and reward scholarship and accomplishment
in business administration, to promote education in the art and
science of business, and to foster integrity in the conduct of
business activities. Its current membership of 400,000 worldwide
comprises the brightest and best of business leaders.

The awards presentation ceremony saw the award of
certificates to some 100 students on the Dean’s List (1999-2000)
and 12 recipients of Student Service Awards (2000-1).

Prof. Andrew Chan (left), associate
dean of the BA Faculty, and Dr. Law
Cheung-kwok

Medical Faculty’s Views on Health Care Reform

In response to the government’s consultation document on health care reform, the Faculty of Medicine
issued a press release on 3 1st March, stating that while it agrees with many of the initiatives proposed
and welcomes the government’s commitment to care for the sick and needy, it feels that two issues at the
root of the problem of Hong Kong’s health care system have not been adequately addressed.

First, it believes that Hong Kong’s private and public medical sectors suffer from a lack of well-
trained and qualified doctors. Hong Kong has fewer doctors per head of population than comparable
communities. This shortage has allowed some doctors in private practice to levy unreasonable charges
and engage in other forms of abuse. As the community resorts increasingly to the services of the Hospital
Authority, public hospitals are overburdened by patients, and young doctors are working incredibly long
hours and becoming disgruntled.

Secondly, the Faculty of Medicine believes that the disparity in both quality and cost between the
private and public medical sectors can only be solved if the government has a clearer policy on how the
health care burden is to be shared between the two sectors.

To ensure that Hong Kong enjoys the standard of health care that a society of its prosperity deserves,
extra resources must be injected, the faculty believes. And to help realize the proposed objectives of the
health care reform, it recommends that the government ensure that adequate numbers of appropriately
trained health care professionals are available, that these professionals understand and practise continuing
education and professional development, and that they provide care that is carefully audited for both
quality and cost-effectiveness in both the private and public sectors.

Public Health Project
Wins Award at Quality

Education Fund Expo

he Centre for Health Education and Health

Promotion of the School of Public Health
has received further funding to the tune of
HK$8.68 million from the Quality Education
Fund to develop a ‘Comprehensive School Health
Education Programme’ as part of its Healthy
Schools Programme, first launched in 1988, and to implement the concept of “Health Promoting Schools

The centre also participated in the Quality Education Fund Exposition held from 9th to 12th March
at the Convention and Exhibition Centre. Activities were arranged along a ‘Healthy Street’ consisting of
10 different booths introducing the centre’s projects, with health as its theme. The street was visited by
the Secretary for Education and Manpower, Mrs. Fanny Law (left 1), and Director of Education, Mr.
Matthew Cheung (right 1), and won the third best booth award at the exposition.
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Philosopher Examines Chinese
Culture in World of Crisis

wo Distinguished Scholar Lectures were delivered by Prof. Lao

Sze Kwang, visiting professor to the University’s Department
of Philosophy, in Li Koon Chun Hall, Chung Chi College, in
celebration of the college’s 50th anniversary. The lectures, entitled
*World of Crisis” and ‘Prospects of Chinese Culture’, were delivered
respectively on 3 1st March and 7th April.

Educated primarily in Beijing and Taipei, Prof. Lao taught
philosophy at The Chinese University of Hong Kong for over 20
years and conducted research at the Institute of Chinese Studies. He
is currently professor of philosophy at the Institute of Oriental
Humanistic Studies at Huafan University in Taiwan. In June 2000,
he was awarded the Distinguished Academic Achievement Award
by the Phi Tau Phi Scholastic Honour Society of Taiwan.

Asia Moot Corp to Promote
Entrepreneurial Spirit

Prof. Andrew Chan (centre) and the CUHK team who won the Outstanding
Business Plan and Honourable Mention in the division competition

he Faculty of Business Administration organized the Nasdaq

Asia Moot Corp” Entrepreneur Business Plan Competition,
Asia’s only Pan-Asia business plan competition for leading MBA
schools, from 27th to 29th March 2001 in Hong Kong with support
from the Nasdaq stock market.

Established by the MBA Programmes of the University in 1998,
the mission of the Nasdaq Asia Moot Corp™ is to cultivate
entrepreneurial spirit and ability in MBA students in Asia.

This year, 13 teams representing leading graduate business
schools from Hong Kong, the mainland, India, Japan, Korea,
Singapore, Taiwan, and Thailand participated in the competition.
Each team was assigned to one of four divisions. On 28th March,
the teams in each division competed in the first round of business
plan presentations. A panel of judges comprising venture capitalists,
investors, entrepreneurs, and professionals then selected the
winning team of each division to compete in the grand finals held
on 29th March. The team from Fudan University, who presented a
business plan that offers natural anti-pest solutions for farming
industries, emerged as the champion. They will represent the Asia
Moot Corp to compete at the International Moot Corp in Austin,
Texas, this May.

The competition this year was sponsored by the Nasdaq Stock
Market, Motorola Asia Pacific Ltd., Pricewaterhouse Coopers Ltd.,
and Hutchison Telecommunications Ltd.
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A Quarter of a Century of Commitment

hirteen serving staff members who had been with the University for

a quarter of a century by December 2000 received their long service

awards from Prof. Arthur K.C. Li, the vice-chancellor, on 2nd April at a

ceremony held for them in University Guest House 1.

Here are contributions in the form of snapshots or writing from

some of the recipients.
Reminiscence of my 28 years with CUHK
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Prof. Walter K.K. Ho,
professor in the Department
of Biochemistry

AW EBRBIRMEE

I don’t remember what my first impression of
The Chinese University was; it was a long, long
time ago back in the spring of 1972. The
University had just moved to the Ma Liu Shiu
campus and if one was taking the train, it would
take over an hour to get there from town. I
vaguely remember my first encounter with Dr.
Li Choh Ming, the first vice-chancellor. He
impressed me as a very friendly and outspoken person. He introduced me to Prof. Ma Lin who was then
heading the newly formed Biochemistry Department. If I recalled correctly, Prof. Ma invited me to give
the first seminar in the new Science Centre. It was most flattering as I had just got my Ph.D. from Berkeley.

I did not join The Chinese University until 1975. From 1972 to 1975, I was teaching at the University
of Hong Kong. However, after becoming acquainted with Prof. Ma Lin, I had many chances of interacting
with staff and students at CU. Prof. Ma sent me one of his best undergraduate students, Chan Wai Yee, to
assist me in doing research on serum lipoproteins. The gossip of the time was the little skirmishes between
staff from different colleges over ‘territory’ in the Science Centre. Even today, the legendary fight for the
centrifuge in the hallway of the Science Centre is still a mystery to us not-so-old folks.

1975 was an important year for me because I had my first child and had to move back to Hong Kong
from San Francisco when my daughter was only 10 days old. If Prof. Ma hadn’t given me that false sense
of urgency with his serious tone, I would have taken much longer to come back. In any event, my first
year at CU was a busy one. I had to teach physical biochemistry, a terribly hard subject only a few diehard
biochemists were interested in. Fortunately, two years later, Dr. Tso Wung Wai joined us and took over
my misery. One important social activity at the University in the 70s was lunch. Sha Tin wasn’t like it is
today. If you got tired of the canteens at the Benjamin Franklin Centre, there was no Maxim’s in Ma On
Shan or Jockey Club as alternative. One relief was yum cha or beef noodles in Taipo. Occasionally, we
might venture out to Kowloon, to Hing Sheng Fung Restaurant on Waterloo Road. Of course, we still
managed to get back in time before Prof. Ma came looking for us. Believe it or not, there was scarcely any
traffic on the road in those days.

The 80s was an interesting era. First, Prof. Ma became the vice-chancellor and second, our department
almost doubled in size because of the establishment of a new Medical Faculty. Prof. Ma’s assumption of
vice-chancellorship was first thought to be a blessing. Soon, this proved not to be the case. We all had to
work extra hard to convince him that we were doing our job. He knew the department and us too well.

The 80s was also a period of unrest due the announcement of Hong Kong’s future after 1997. I still
remember vividly the Saturday morning when a number of staff (including some quite senior professors)
queued up in Hang Seng Bank to exchange HK$10 for USS1. The following Monday, the Hong Kong
Government spoiled the fun by pegging the Hong Kong dollar to the US dollar at the rate of 7.8. The
slowing down of the economy in the mid-80s actually made our life at the University more enjoyable. At
least we felt richer compared with other people. As the countdown to 1997 began, we also saw more and
more of our colleagues planning a second home overseas. This is the era of the so-called ‘spaceman’. For
those who are too young to remember, this means your wife is not at home but has emigrated overseas with
your children. The Chung Chi Staff Canteen became the gathering place for the ‘spacemen’ at dinner time.

Research has always been part of the Biochemistry Department. In the old days, research was
something that we always enjoyed. There was a truly academic environment: both undergraduate and
postgraduate students got together and discussed research topics out of their own initiative. One thing that
impressed me most in the 70s and 80s was the strong motivation that drove students to seek knowledge in
science. Things are different nowadays. Students are now more materialistic and they are only willing to
complete the work that has been assigned to them. Perhaps, this kind of attitude is the new culture of Hong
Kong. I hope that the emphasis of our new economy on science and technology will revive the old attitude
towards learning.

My 25 years with CU was probably the golden age of tertiary education in Hong Kong. Over these
years, the government has been very generous in expanding the universities, first, in the number of
students and, later, in the resources provided for research. Unfortunately, together with the increase in
resources, the pressure on the job has also increased proportionally. In the old days, teaching in the
University was an enviable job because the system respected teachers. You had time to think and time to
explore knowledge. Nowadays, one is being assessed so frequently that you wonder if you have time to
do anything other than just filling in the forms. Throughout my 25 years with the University, I have
never seen the kind of job pressure that our staff are facing now. I am fortunate to have such fond
memories of the old days.
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Prof. Ho (left 6) with the first biochemistry graduating class in 1976
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Back row, from left: Prof. Lau Siu-kai, Prof. Joseph Hung, Mr. Leung
Kai-lung, Mr. Li Kam-fai, Prof. Lau Chong-chor, Mr. Kwok Wing-sang.

Front row, from left: Prof. Harrison C. Ryker (retired on 1st January
2001), Miss Eleanor San, Miss Chan Yun-yin, Prof. Arthur K.C. Li,
Prof. Walter K.K. Ho, Mr. Liang Shing-hok, Mrs. Lui Chan Lai-chee.
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Miss San Yee-nor, Eleanor, nurse,
University Health Service
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Mrs. Lui Chan Lai-
chee, instructor | of
the Physical
Education Unit
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Mrs. Lui Chan Lai-chee (right 2) on a

visit to Taiwan with the Physical
Education Unit in 1993
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Mr. Kwok Wing-sang, general
clerk | of the Chinese
University Press
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Mr. Kwok Wing-sang posing at the Press stall at the
University Mall on CU Open Day, 4th April 1990
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Eleanor (middle) and her colleagues at the UHS Christmas party
in 1978. As the UHS will soon be completely renovated, this photo
will soon become historical.
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Miss Chan Yun-yin,
general clerk | of the
School of Accountancy
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Miss Chan Yun-yin (second row, right four)

with her colleagues at a Christmas party in
1985
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MEEERTEBNERABEE
Mr. Liang Shing-hok,
assistant to director of the
Estates Management Office
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Mr. Li Kam-fai, office assistant
of the Department of Music
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Mr. Li Kam-fai (centre) posing with his colleagues
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Prof. Lau Siu-kai, professor of sociology
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Mr. Leung Kai-lung, functional
clerk of the Personnel Office
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Putonghua and Cantonese Courses for
Staff and Their Spouses
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The New Asia—Yale-in-China Chinese Language Centre will again offer putonghua
and Cantonese courses to the University’s staff and their spouses.

From 31st May to 7th August 2001 the following courses have been tentatively
scheduled every Tuesday and Thursday from 5.00 p.m. to 6.50 p.m. at the Fong Shu
Chuen Building:

(1) Beginner’s course in putonghua for non-speakers.

(2) Beginner’s course in Cantonese for non-speakers.

(3) Beginner’s course in putonghua for speakers of other Chinese dialects.
(4) Beginner’s course in Cantonese for speakers of other Chinese dialects.

The size of each class will be limited to eight students and the minimum number
of students to form a class is five. Enrolment will be on a first-come-first-served
basis. Basic tuition fee for each course is HK$4,620. The University will subsidize
40 per cent of the tuition fee for all full-time academic and administrative staff as
well as their spouses who are expected to be with the University for at least two
years, and who are not receiving a language study subsidy from any other source. For
enrolment, please contact the Chinese Language Centre at 2609 6727 before 25th
May 2001.

Information of the CLC can be viewed at its website (http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/
lac).

FARKREESHETGE
Charity Movie Preview—CU Alumni to Raise Funds for Medical Faculty
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A charity preview of the film ‘Save the Last Dance’ will be staged by the CUHK
Convocation on 10th May 2001 at 9 p.m. in Theatre I of the Hong Kong Convention
and Exhibition Centre. The aim of the event is to raise funds for the purchase of medical
equipment for the new Active Life Style Gymnasium of the School of Public Health as
a congratulatory gift to the CUHK Medical Faculty on the 20th anniversary of its
founding. The target of this fund raising project is HK$750,000. Funds raised in excess
of this amount will be donated to the Hong Kong Community Chest.

The CUHK Convocation is a statutory body of the University with all graduates
as its members. Since its establishment in 1993, the Convocation has released from
time to time opinion papers on current issues relating to social and educational policies
in Hong Kong, and staged fund-raising projects on an annual basis to support the
development of the University and for the welfare of the community-at-large.
Beneficiaries have included the Community Chest, the CUHK Music Department,
the Education Foundation of the Federation of CUHK Alumni Associations, several
medical development projects of the University’s teaching hospital, and flood victims
in China.

| g | ‘Save the Last Dance’ made the top spot
; ; at the movie box office when first released
in the US in January this year. Tickets for
the preview are sold at HK$500 or $1,000
each. Staff and students are welcome to
purchase tickets of this special preview and
support the alumni’s fund-raising project. For
tickets and enquires, please contact the
Alumni Affairs Office (Tel: 2609-7872/2609-
d 7870; Fax: 2603-6226/2603-6979) or visit
— the website (http://www.alumni.cuhk.edu.hk/
html/movie.html).
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Obituary
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Ms. Ting Lai-fong, office assistant at Chung Chi College Office, passed away on 17th
March 2001. Ms. Ting first joined the University in May 1989.
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The Newsletter is published on the 4th and 19th of each month.

All contributions and suggestions should be sent to the Editor, CUHK Newsletter,
Publication Office, University Secretariat, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
(tel. 2609 8584; fax. 2603 6864; e-mail pub2@uab.msmail.cuhk.edu.hk).
Contributions should bear the writer's name and contact telephone number, and may
be published under pseudonyms. No anonymous letters will be published.

The Editor reserves the right to reject contributions and to edit all articles without
notice for reasons of clarity, length or grammar. Those who do not want to have their
articles amended should indicate clearly in writing.

5. The views expressed in the CUHK Newsletter are those of the authors. and are not

necessarily those of the University or the Editor.

No part of this newsletter may be reproduced without the written consent of the Editor.
This publication has a circulation of 3,800 and is primarily intended for staff members
of CUHK. Copies are also sent to local educational institutions and individuals
associated with the University. Those who wish to be included on the mailing list
please contact the Newsletrer direct.
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