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ENVIROMMENT AND CULTURE IN THE
SPOTLIGHT IN CONFERENCE

O ver 60 scholars from the mainland, the United States, and Hong Kong
participated in the ‘International Conference on Environment and Culture:
Beijing, Hong Kong, and New York’, held from 19th to 22nd May at the Cho
Yiu Conference Hall. The event was jointly organized by the Department of
History, the Research Institute for the Humanities, the Hong Kong-America
Center, the Department of History of Qinghua University in Beijing, and the
China Senior Professors Association, with the purpose of fostering academic
collaboration among research institutions on the mainland and overseas. It was
sponsored by the Li Ka Shing Foundation, the Fulbright Program, and Chung
Chi College as part of its 50th anniversary celebrations.

The three keynote speeches were delivered by Prof. Stephen R. Kellert of
the School of Forestry and Environmental Studies of Yale University, Prof. Qu
Geping, former minister of the State Environmental Protection Bureau, and
Prof. Kwok Siu-tong of the CUHK Department of History. A total of 32 papers
and two videos were presented at seven sessions, examining from different
perspectives the environmental history and cultural development of the three
cities.

Prof. Liu Pak-wai, pro-vice-chancellor of the University, Prof. Rance P.
L. Lee, head of Chung Chi College, Prof. Philip Y.S. Leung, director of the
Research Institute for the Humanities, and Prof. Genn Shive, director of the
Hong Kong-America Center, officiated at the opening ceremony of the
conference on 19th May. And Mr. Andrew Lam, president of the Hong Kong
Institute of City Planners, and Dr. Michael Chiu, assistant director of the
Environmental Protection Department, made closing remarks on 22nd May.

Study Shows Hong Kong Still Leads

Shanghai in Competitiveness

A survey shows
that Hong
Kong is still ahead of ;
Shanghai in terms of
many competitive
indicators, and is
overall a more com-
petitive city. The
survey was conducted
in Hong Kong and
Shanghai between
December 2000 and
January 2001, by the Committee on China Research and Development of the
Faculty of Business Administration of the University, with the assistance of
The Better Hong Kong Foundation.

The 193 respondents, including chief executive officers of multi-national
companies in both cities, and professionals and senior managers in Hong Kong,
were asked to rate the achievements of the two cities on 32 indicators of an
international city’s competitiveness. Hong Kong scored higher than Shanghai
in the three basic dimensions: the ‘base for sustainable economic growth’,
‘investment environment’, and ‘image of globalization’, as well as other factors
including ‘production factors’, ‘environment for business operations’, and
‘investment policy’.

On the other hand, Shanghai led Hong Kong in ‘technology base’, in
particular, in the item, ‘commercialization of local research and development
achievements’. The difference between the two cities in ‘base for sustainable
economic growth’ is also narrowing. Prof. Tuan Chyau of the Committee on
China Research and Development said at a press conference held on 14th May
that this will have material influence on the competitiveness of the two cities.

Schools Pledge to Improve Student Health

O ver 500 students and teachers from 40 local schools made the commitment to focus
their efforts on improving the general well-being of the younger generation by enrolling
in the Hong Kong Healthy School Award Scheme. The scheme was organized by the Centre
for Health Education and Health Promotion of the University, jointly with the Hong Kong
Subsidized Secondary Schools Council, the Subsidized Primary Schools Council, and the
Hong Kong Special Schools Council, who had jointly launched the Healthy Schools Programme
in 1998.

The opening ceremony of the scheme took place on 20th May at Sir Run Run Shaw Hall,
wherein all participating schools signed a charter to signify their commitment.

A recent territory-wide surveillance of student health conducted by the Centre for Health
Education and Health Promotion revealed that 14 per cent of local students had had their
normal daily activities interfered by physical and emotional health problems. And over half of
the school children did not perform vigorous exercises regularly. The centre also found in a
separate study that half of the students did not consume fresh fruit and vegetable on a daily
basis, and those with emotional problems tended to eat more junk food.

Clinical Skills Centre to Train Doctors
for the New Century

Clinical Skills Learning Centre was officially established under the Faculty of Medicine
on 7th May to help meet the changes brought about by a new medical curriculum to be
introduced this September. Present
at the centre’s opening ceremony
were Prof. Arthur K.C. Li, vice-
chancellor, Prof. Sydney Chung,
dean of the faculty, Prof. David
Chung, director of the new centre,
and Prof. Allan Chang, honorary
hospital chief executive of the Prince
of Wales Hospital.
The objective of the new

curriculum, which emphasizes ,
clinical, communication, IT, and - s
evidence-based medicine skills, is to m .‘d
help students develop a patient-oriented mind. First- and second-year students will have to acquire
clinical skills before being introduced to the hospital wards.

The well-equipped centre provides an environment that simulates graded clinical tasks.
Students can practise on manikins, and obtain simulated patient reactions to treatment on
mechanical simulators, so that they will be more experienced and confident by the time they
are introduced to the hospital wards. Students can also learn to assess patients in a simulated
doctor’s office and practise evidence-based medicine protocols in examination rooms that are
linked to the world’s medical library resources.

New Technology for Stamping Operations

he Department of Automation and Computer-Aided Engineering has developed a

computer-based Stamping Operation Monitoring and Diagnosis System (SOMS), which
is an intelligent, reliable, and cost-effective on-line monitoring system designed specifically
for metal stamping operations.

A Joint Seminar on Monitoring and Diagnosing Metal Stamping Processes was also
organized on 11th May at the Hong Kong Jockey Club in Sha Tin to introduce this new
technology.

There are currently close to 10,000 metal and light engineering industry establishments
in Hong Kong, or owned by Hong Kong companies and located in the Pearl River Delta.
Increased product complexity and a demand for greater precision in the manufacturing process
in recent years have made it necessary for these companies to use advanced technology such
as SOMS to improve product quality and maintain global competitiveness.
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Talk by Emphysema Expert

S enior pulmonologists and thoracic surgeons from all over Hong Kong attended a
talk entitled ‘Surgery For Emphysema’ delivered by Prof. Joel D. Cooper, an
internationally renowned thoracic surgeon, at the Regent Hotel on 27th April. The
event was organized by the Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery of the Faculty of
Medicine. Prof. Cooper is currently Evarts A. Graham Professor of Surgery and
chairman of Cardiothoracic Surgery at Washington University School of Medicine at
St. Louis, Missouri. He has made landmark contributions to the surgical treatment of
end stage emphysema, which affected a significant number of smokers worldwide. He
pioneered the development of lung transplantation in the 1970s and, 20 years later,
introduced lung volume reduction for the treatment of this condition.

Students’ Vision in Focus at
MArch Graduating Exhibition

F orty master of architecture students from the fifth graduating class of the
Department of Architecture presented their views on a diverse range of issues related
to Hong Kong society at Park Court, Pacific Place from 11th to 13th May 2001.

w P ; Through the exhibition, the students
o i, : 1 ' presented to the public their views on issues

such as redevelopment, urban design,
cultural identity, and ideology. The diversity
of the topics reflected the heterogeneity of
Hong Kong society.

Accompanying the exhibition was a
public forum and lecture on 13th and 14th
May respectively. The speakers at the forum
included Prof. Christine Choy, director of
the School of Creative Media at the City University of Hong Kong; Mr. Alan Chan,
graphics designer; Mr. Gary Chang, architect and interior designer; and Mr. Mathias
Woo, member of Zuni Icosahedron. The public lecture on “Tokyo Tales’ was delivered
by Mr. Mark Dytham and Miss Astrid Klein of Klein Dytham Architecture.

CUHK Newsletter

Medical Faculty Pioneering Treatment
for Macular Diseases

Macular diseases are among the major causes of blindness in Hong Kong. Two
important conditions are age-related macular degeneration (AMD) and macular
degeneration in patients with serious myopia of over 600 degrees. AMD is the leading
cause of blindness in the elderly aged over 60 in Western countries.

A recent study by the University revealed that serious myopia is rising in prevalence
in Hong Kong with 6 per cent of secondary students suffering from it. Together with an
ageing population, it is anticipated that the incidents of macular diseases will be on the rise.

Current treatment for the above two conditions include mainly laser treatment
and surgery. Yet most patients are not suitable candidates for such treatments.
Photodynamic therapy (PDT) is a new treatment approved by the US Food and Drug
Administration in April 2000 for treating AMD. The Department of Ophthalmology
and Visual Sciences is the first centre in Asia to conduct clinical trials on the safety
and efficacy of PDT in treating macular diseases. Since February 2000, close to 100
patients have received the treatment, and the overall results have been encouraging.

BA Faculty Launches First Credit-Bearing
Study Abroad Programme

The Study Abroad Programme 2001 of the Faculty of Business Administration was
officially launched on 10th May at a press conference held at the University Guest
House. The objective of this credit-bearing programme is to enable students to acquire
international experience and exposure to different cultures, and to learn from senior
executives and academics outside Hong Kong. It is also the first and only credit-bearing
undergraduate study abroad programme in the territory.

In 2001, over a hundred undergraduates in the faculty will visit leading companies
in Japan, Singapore, Beijing, and Shanghai under the programme, whose senior
executives will talk to them about their international investment strategies and
management styles. The participating companies include Epson, the Bank of Japan,
Mitsubishi Electric Corporation, Jusco Ltd., and Oriental Land Co.
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From the Bursary
The investment returns of April 2001 in the Designated Investment Funds of the 1995
and 1983 Schemes and the Mandatory Provident Fund Scheme (MPFS) are as follows:

ZHTZ—FMA April 2001

3t ] Scheme FE 2CF ] Ak 23t R
x4 Fund 1995 1993 Benchmark MPFS*
(k2% 4% $dfunaudited) Return For 5e’f‘ef:n§efnly )
W Growth 5.01% - 5.84% 5.18%
St Balanced 4.70% 6.22% 4.53% 3.95%
BE Stable 0.70% - 1.71% 1.60%
SEfBHGE Stable Growth - - - 2.77%
FHERSE HK Equity 5.94% - 5.20% 5.48%
FHEFE®L HK Index-linked 5.30% - 5.20% -
BRA Capital - - - 0.25%
Preservation
#ETCERTT HKD Bank 0.40% 0.41% 0.28% -
7k Deposit (% 8. Annualized | (4.2 Annualized | (¥ & Annualized
4.87%) 4.97%) 3.40%)
FEITHRTT USD Bank 0.42% 0.41% 0.30% -
7k Deposit (4 8. Annualized | (4 .2 Annualized | (4 £ Annualized
4.86%) 4.82%) 3.55%)

* RSB HIRE ST 4= FEEI A K2 R A ER R Rt
B REFEEEELE -
Based on the unit prices as at the end of March and April 2001 and with the standard
investment management fee. Fee rebate has not been reflected.

SEBIRIFAEES
Chung Chi College Offices Relocated to New Administration Building
SRS REE - MBECESBERAECBERERZ FERRT
BRI RBGESE - FISTERIRMD - SMAEWEERBEE -
HERHNEEERREHR(CATANA—) -
The College Head Office, the College Office, and the Office of General Education of
Chung Chi College have been relocated to the new Chung Chi College Administration
Building, which is opposite to the Hui Yeung Shing Building and next to the Esther
Lee Building. The telephone numbers of the offices remain unchanged.
For enquiries, please contact Chung Chi College Office at 2609 6451.
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General Arrangements for Typhoon and Rainstorm Warning

ERT BB R A E R R B R RN L HhE s - R AR
R BT —F 1A -+ HEE R EEE ) —HFIRSE - B AREEIRLD
B FEEHTRE R A SR RE (PR UL FREL -
A circular on general arrangements during the approach of typhoons and the hoisting
of rainstorm warnings, issued by the Office of the Director of Administrative Services,
was sent to various units as an attachment to Campus Events on 25th May 2001. Those
who have not received the circular or who would like to obtain more copies should call
the Information and Public Relations Office at Ext. 8899.

REBktd &
University Swimming Pool Notice
RE GRS H+—H(E#—)ENA ZH (BB ERFBIREAT -
B ¢ bF/\RETF RN+
BE - THAIR=10EK AU
(EHH AR BIRRE RO
5 Wit —EE =R AAARECAH=HOSBHEE R EAZHER
4N 0 E— -~ = A EFRREE TR - ST EEEBRER LiKER -
From 11th June to 2nd September 2001, the opening hours of the swimming pool will
be extended as follows:
First session 8.00 a.m. — 1.40 p.m.
Second session 2.30 p.m. - 9.00 p.m.
The pool is open seven days a week including public holidays.
The first, second and third lanes of the swimming pool will be reserved for the
swimming course organized by the Department of Sports Science and Physical
Education from 11.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. on the following days:

Monday 11/6, 18/6, 9/7
Wednesday 6/6, 13/6,20/6,27/6,4/7, 11/7
Friday 8/6, 15/6, 22/6, 29/6, 6/7, 13/7
EREIEEEER
BFC Canteens

70 o BRI P R KBS B R I S AT R S E B ERE W - MATREEE 25N
- LA FEBE - fiETRERBRITZRNEEESE  RERFEX - HE
SR PR R B AT iE B E TR LA T #4E ¢ http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/bus/
internal/canteen ©
As the contracts of the present caterers of the BFC Coffee Corner and BFC Canteen will
expire this summer, the services of the two canteens were open for tender in April and May.
The coffee corner will continue to be run by the present caterer, while the new caterer of the
canteen has not yet been confirmed. For details and an update on the selection of caterers,
please visit the following web site: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/bus/internal/canteen .

Service to the Community and International Organizations

« Prof. Arthur K.C. Li, vice-chancellor, has been appointed by the Chief Executive of the
HKSAR and the Financial Secretary respectively as a member of the Board of Hong
Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation from 7th May 2001 to 30th June 2003.

+ Prof. Charles K. Kao, honorary professor of engineering, has been appointed by the
Chief Executive of the HKSAR and the Financial Secretary respectively as a member of
the Board of Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation from 7th May
2001 to 30th June 2003.

+ Prof. Kwan Hoi-shan, professor in the Department of Biology, has been appointed by
the Chief Executive of the HKSAR as a member of the Advisory Council on Food and
Environmental Hygiene for two years from st April 2001.

+ Dr. Anthony Edward James, director of the Laboratory Animal Services Centre, has
been appointed by the Chief Executive of the HKSAR as a member of the Advisory
Council on Food and Environmental Hygiene for two years from 1st April 2001.

« Prof. Jack C.Y. Cheng, professor of orthopaedics and traumatology, has been appointed
as a member of the Criminal and Law Enforcement Injuries Compensation Boards for
two years from 19th June 2001.

« Dr. Steven Luk, director of The Chinese University Press, has been invited to serve as a
member of the editorial board of the Hong Kong Society of Accountants.

+ Prof. Tracey Lu Lie Dan, assistant professor in the Department of Anthropology, has
been appointed as an honorary researcher in the Archaeology Centre of South China,
Zhongshan University, for two years from April 2001.

+ Prof. Ignatius Yu Tak-sun, associate professor in the Department of Community and
Family Medicine, has been appointed by the School of Public Health of the Sun Yat-sen
University of Medical Sciences as an academic adviser for the research project ‘The
effects of air pollution on the health of the population in Guangzhou and the strategies
for prevention’ from March 2001 to December 2003.

Honours and Awards

* Prof. Anthony Yim, professor in the Department of Surgery, was invited by the Royal
Australasian College of Surgeons to deliver the foundation lecture at their annual Scientific
Congress in Canberra as foundation visitor to the College in May 2001. He has also been
invited by the University of Oxford to deliver the Litchfield Lecture in June.
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(Information in this section is provided by the Information and Public Relations Office. Contributions should be sent direct to that office for registration and verification before publication.)
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