EBV Workshop Generates Lively Discussion

A workshop was held on the
‘Molecular Biology of EBV
Related Malignancy and Its
Application to Clinical Practice’ by the
Hong Kong Cancer Genetics Research
Group on 8th December 2001 at the
Postgraduate Education Centre of the
Faculty of Medicine. The Hong Kong
Cancer Genetics Research Group is a
~joint venture between CUHK and the
University of Hong Kong and is
supported by the Kadoorie Charitable
Foundation.

The workshop featured keynote
addresses by internationally renowned
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speakers from Australla Canada England, Japan, and Smgapore on cell proliferation, virus reactivation,
and immunotherapeutic targeting. There was also an interactive workshop for some 30 local and overseas
‘EBV enthusiasts’. The local experts gave a brief presentation of their findings, which was followed by
lively discussion among the participants.

New Centre Helps Adults Solve
Bedwetting Problem

he Faculty of Medicine has established the Hong Kong Enuresis Research and Information Centre

(HKERIC) to promote public understanding of bedwetting and to help health professionals improve
their assessment and treatment of the disease. The services of the HKERIC include a telephone hotline,
fax and letter advice, homepage and e-mail for professional advice, and regular seminars for the public
and health professionals.

Researchers from the Division of Paediatric Surgery of the Faculty of Medicine surveyed over
8,500 adults aged between 16 and 40 over the telephone to explore the prevalence of bedwetting among
Hong Kong adults. Nearly three per cent of the men and two per cent of the women admitted to having
the problem, which amounts to over 60,000 adults in that age range.

The study also found that people suffering from bladder problems were significantly more likely to
suffer also from depression and low self-esteem. Up to 40 per cent of the bedwetters felt that the problem
had affected their job performance and social and familial interactions. Significantly fewer of them
completed tertiary education compared to the control group. They also experienced more problems with
sleeping. Yet very few seemed to know how to manage the problem and only less than half of them had
tried therapy or sought medical assistance.

Now over 90 per cent of the patients can be cured completely by treatment based on a detailed
assessment of each affected individual. Such an approach to helping bedwetters is relatively recent and
many sufferers have had no access to it until now. The HKERIC will promote such treatment to help
them solve their bedwetting problem.

Side-effects of Lung Cancer
Treatment Worry Patlents

(From left) Prof. Tony Mok, Prof. Philip Johnson, and Prof. Benny Zee from
the Department of Clinical Oncology at a press conference

Lung cancer is the commonest cancer in men and the second
commonest in women. The incidence of the disease in Hong
Kong is 72.5 per 100,000 for men, and 28.1 per 100,000 for women.

The Department of Clinical Oncology conducted a survey on
1,003 subjects to examine how they viewed the treatment of lung
cancer with Western and Chinese medicine. It is revealed that while
most agree that surgery can cure the disease at its early stage, some
60 per cent would decline it if they have lung cancer. Over 60 per
cent choose no therapy if the disease is already at an advanced
stage, and they are less likely to follow doctor’s advice on treatment
than those with the early stage of the disease. Some are very resistant
to chemotherapy and radiotherapy, even though some 50 per cent
expect such therapies to be able to prolong survival. Toxicity and
side-effects such as hair loss, weakness, and nausea are their major
concerns. Most also appear to have mixed and shallow understanding
of the role of traditional Chinese medicine in the treatment of lung
cancer.

The department has also been conducting clinical research on a
better regimen that prolongs survival with fewer side-effects. A
randomized study on a combined treatment with new drugs and
existing drugs has shown improvement in the quality of life and
emotional well-being of cancer patients in the advanced stage of the
disease.

The department publicized the details of the survey and the
clinical trial at a press conference held on 18th December 2001 at
the Prince of Wales Hospital.

Scholarships Awarded at Chung Chi's Friday Assembly

ver 600 alumni, students, and guests attended the Friday

Assembly of Chung Chi College on 23rd November 2001,
which saw the presentation of the Chung Chi Alumni Scholarships
for Excellence and the Chung Chi College Scholarships for
Excellence to outstanding students of the college. The guest speaker
for the occasion was Mr. Joseph Y.W. Pang, a college alumnus
who is also executive director and deputy chief executive of the
Bank of East Asia Ltd. He shared his views on liberal arts education
with the audience.

In 1995, Chung Chi College established the Alumni Scholarships
for Excellence with the support of the college alumni association
and donations from individual alumni. This year the alumni donated
30 scholarships. Each freshman recipient of the alumni scholarship
will have a chance of being awarded the Chung Chi Scholarship
of Excellence, established by the College Board of Trustees, in
the next two years upon attainment of satisfactory academic results
and with active participation in extracurricular activities.

Mr. Joseph Y.W. ang

Teaching Economics via Experiments

bout 130 secondary school teachers participated in a workshop
held by EconExperiments on 8th December 2001 to acquaint
themselves with economic experiments in class. Funded by the
University Grants Committee, EconExperiments is a project to enhance
the teaching of economics in secondary school by way of experiments.

In the workshop, the project leader, Prof. Wong Ka-fu of the
Department of Economics, explained to the participants the benefits
and costs of using economic experiments in teaching, stating that
their use can arouse student interest and convey economic concepts
more effectively.

The teachers were divided into four groups to conduct four
different economic experiments led respectively by Prof. Teresa Siu
of the Department of Curriculum and Instruction, Dr. Linda Yung
and Dr. Yan Wai-hin of the Department of Economics, and Ms. Lau
Sau-yin, a secondary school economics teacher.

For other activities of EconExperiements to be organized during
the year, please visit http:/iface.econ.cuhk.edu.hk.


http://iface.econ.cuhk.edu.hk
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Plans for More Infrastructural Development

direction of the University s growth.

Among the many new structures to be erected at the University, the Engineering Building Complex (Phase II) and the extension
facilities for the clinical departments of the Faculty of Medicine at the Prince of Wales Hospital have taken a rather long time
to implement. The original proposals were submitted to the University Grants Committee (UGC) back in 1995 and 1996
respectively, but were shelved during the space survey of tertiary institutions conducted by the
UGC. Approval in principle for the projects to go ahead was given in 1998, but there have been
other delays due to unforeseeable circumstances. Construction of the new engineering building has
eventually commenced at site and new facilities for the Faculty of Medicine should be able to proceed

once the current kinks are ironed out.

Worthy of mention are also a Purpose-Designed Building for Centralized Science Laboratories
near the Science Centre, an extension to the University Administration Building, extension facilities

for the Faculty of Education, and a teaching hotel.

Engineering Building Complex (Phase II)

The design of this building has taken into
consideration an existing sister building, the Ho Sin-
Hang Engineering building. The new extension not only
has to be compatible with the old in terms of appearance
and elevation, but provisions also have to be made for
the flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic between the
two, which are to stand side by side. ‘We have been
struggling with the building plans because the funding
agency does not think these considerations important,’
said Mr. Vincent Chen, director of the Campus
Development Office (CDO). ‘Another problem we’ve
had is the height of the building. The new building is
located at a prime site. We’d like to make the best use of
it by incorporating a few more floors, but the approved
scope and funding for the project are fixed and restrictive.
This means the University will have to find private
resources to finance any extended construction.’

o 2

The ultimate size of the building may be up in the
air for a while yet, but provisions have been made in the
foundations for the extra floors. Allowance has also been
made for the core services to be extended in the first
instance to cover the additional floors. Fortunately the
government is agreeable to such arrangements.

A special feature in the new building will be a Clean
Room for research and teaching in the areas of micro-
electronic and optoelectronic device fabrication. It is
basically a specially constructed, enclosed area with strict
control over airborne particles, temperature, humidity,
air motion, vibration, noise, and lighting. Associated with
it will be defined areas of clean space where the
concentration of air-borne particles is controlled within
specific limits. Sophisticated plants and facilities
including dangerous goods stores are necessary in
" providing an effective functional system that complies
with prevalent fire and safety regulations.

The building project is expected to be completed
for use by the Faculty of Engineering some time in 2004.

Computer simulation of Enginering Building Phase Il (see arrow)

T

Extension Facilities for the Clinical Departments
of the Medical Faculty

“The Prince of Wales Hospital didn’t have much
extra space, so we were given a carpark site not
immediately connected to the original clinical sciences
building for this building,” said Mr. Chen. Given such a
space to work with, the CDO needed a design that would
be both creative

at the University

The Chinese University has an extensive campus where, in recent years, construction works are as ubiquitous and constant as birds
and trees. While such undertakings may cause temporary inconvenience to people, they are efforts at improving the overall well-
being of the University. Knowing more about plans for campus development may help to increase understanding about the general

Mr. Vincent Chen ‘

usually causes serious human or animal disease and that
may present a serious health hazard to laboratory
workers, and a risk of spread to the community. Research
on such organisms, therefore, must be conducted within
appropriately established physical containment Level 3
laboratories. As the University has never constructed
such facilities before, overseas consultants were invited

over to give talks to the CDO

and functional,
and compatible
with the existing
building.

There were
other obstacles.
The hospital was
about to undergo
redevelopment on
a large scale and

Extension facilities | ey
for the clinical ' SHSN
departments ISISESE

== staff and potential users, and
I advise on the design.
If all goes well according

e - to schedule, construction work
o , J»-%;’,'fc’& will begin this autumn and be
”'/‘ completed by early 2005.
A Purpose-Designed
R Building for Centralized
i o Science (High Risk)
T %kl Laboratories

The existing Science
Pogy, Cc?ntre is a composite building
‘/=',<.?{-,é.';;’}fé'a,dcn with classrooms, common

rooms, offices, and laboratories.

Layout plan
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- Not only is it bursting at the
& seams, but, being quite an old
building, it is having a hard time
keeping up with current safety
standards. The new building,
. which will be constructed on the
slope south of the existing
Science Centre, will house only
high risk science laboratories,
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meaning laboratories that deal
with research functions and
womsrame | operations that may pose
- potential risks, like those

was unsure whether the new project would clash with it.
That delayed confirmation of the site by the Secretary
for Health and Welfare. Approval finally came, yet actual
construction could not begin. ‘It’s comparatively difficult
to carry out construction work at hospitals because their
ongoing operations must not be interrupted or impaired
and a lot of these go on underground. Hence very strict
safety precautions and elaborate contingency plans are
needed. We spent around HK$100,000 on site
investigation, but two to three times that amount on safety
precautions and contingency plans,” said Mr. Chen.

The design that won the bid in the end was by
WMKY. The feature which made it stand out was a
cantilevered bridge structure permitting direct connection
to the original clinical sciences building.

The new building will have in-built bio-safety level
3 facilities that are not only expensive (costing around
HK$20 million), but also the first of their kind at the
University. Micro-organisms are graded from Risk
Levels 1 to 4. Risk Level 3 pertains to a pathogen that

associated with biosafety Levels
2 and 3 manipulations, volatile chemicals that may
explode or evaporate under certain circumstances, laser
hazard, toxic substances, infecting agents, radiation, etc.

Building for Centralized Science (High Risk) Laboratories
viewed from the southeast, with the south wing of the Science
Centre in the background
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It will have two clean corridors for normal pedestrian
traffic, and one dirty corridor for conveying contaminated
or used materials.

Interestingly, unlike the case in the Engineering
Building (Phase II), the government questioned whether
the site had been fully utilized after perusing the original
proposal, and suggested enlarging the development by
nearly 50 per cent. ‘Usually the opposite situation is the
case—the government is more sceptical about over-
provision and would want to trim down the original
design to economize. So this has never happened before.
Probably the space survey they conducted at the
University showed quite a sizable shortfall in usable
space against the norm,” Mr. Chen explained.

The project is awaiting formal funding allocation
by the LegCo and is scheduled for completion by 2005.

University Administration Building Extension
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An Extension to the University
Administration Building
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Approval in principle for this project was not given
until recently, with full approval of plans pending until
March 2002, though the proposal originated way back
in the mid-90s. This has to do with the UGC’s space
survey again, Mr. Chen believes, and also the fact that it
has no direct link to either teaching or safety, two key
criteria for consideration of priority support. The current
administration building, built over 30 years ago, is today
considered generally user-unfriendly, although some of
the most important decisions of the University are made
there. It has no facilities for the disabled and no lifts;
cars cannot drive up to its entrance, to which the only
means of access are flights of steps. And not only that:
when Council members need to convene in the Cho Yiu
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Conference Hall or donors to meet with the vice-
chancellor in his office, they have to negotiate even more
steps inside the building. This can be quite a climb,
especially for people who are getting on.

Dennis Lau & Ng Chun Man Architects & Engineers
(HK) Ltd. are responsible for designing the new
extension, which, like the existing building, will be four
or five storeys at split levels. The site will be the grass
area to the south-west of the University Administration
Building along University Road, with the huge banyan
tree at the corner. The new building will have a reception
area, lifts, provisions for the disabled, and a canopy at
the entrance so that stately personages can arrive dry as
a bone. It will also be linked to the original building to
allow sharing of facilities. And most importantly, the
old banyan tree and its impressive natural canopy and
all the creatures that live in it will not be disturbed.

The earliest commencement date for construction
is mid-2003, and the building will take two years to
complete.

Extension Facilities for the Faculty of Education

New facilities for the Faculty of Education will be
built on a site in Pak Shek Kok north of the University,
granted by the government to the University in
compensation for land yielded up earlier for the Southern
access road to the Science Park. The Hong Kong Institute
of Education already has a spot to the north of that area,
and the government has plans to build a primary and a
secondary school in the vicinity. Seeing the enormous
potential the location has for educational research, the
University decided to locate the new facilities for the
Faculty of Education there, so that it can interact more
easily with the schools in connection with its research.

*,h ; ..’ 5‘ .-’.Ef\;': - %; ‘-: Sl ok :;.
Extension facilities for the Faculty of Education

The Faculty of Education currently occupies 4,000
to 5,000 square metres in the Ho Tim Building and other
buildings on the campus. ‘It would be difficult and not
very efficient or economical to move everything to the
new site at the outset as it is a bit off the main track of
most University units. The initial plan is to keep regular
teaching units and classrooms on the main campus and
move the offices and research facilities there,” Mr. Chen
said.
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Also awaiting full approval of plans like the
extension to the University Administration Building, this
one will be undertaken by Simon Kwan & Associates
Ltd. Noise will be a major problem for the site as it is
right next to the Tolo Highway and railway tracks. If
things go smoothly, construction may begin by mid-2003.

New Teaching Hotel

A model of the new teaching hotel (left) and associated
teaching and conference facilities (right)

The new teaching hotel, built in collaboration with
New World Development Co. Ltd., has come quite a long
way for different reasons. Many of the obstacles boil
down to the application for approval from the Town
Planning Board to build a commercial enterprise on the
grounds of the University, a non-profit-making entity.
Mr. Chen was happy to report that almost all the problems
have been ironed out, and the groundbreaking ceremony
for the hotel finally took place on 19th December last
: © year. The first of its kind in Hong Kong
and perhaps the region, the hotel will be
built on a site adjacent to the University
Train Station, overlooking the scenic Tolo
Harbour. It will be a 600-room four-star
international hotel with 10,000 square
metres of conference and teaching
facilities for use by the University. It will
provide the facilities and teaching support
for hands-on training of students and other
practicum and development programmes
coordinated by the University’s School of
Hotel Management.

All the new buildings will be energy
conserving ‘intelligent’ buildings that try
to make use of natural light and recycle
resources as much as possible, except in cases where
safety is of utmost importance, e.g. in the clean room.
Then going green might have to take a back seat.

Other projects pending approval include a Centre
for Chinese Archaeology and Art—an extension to the
Art Museum, additional classrooms on central campus,
and a project that has been repeatedly put forth for
consideration by the UGC but rejected—a sports hall
incorporating an indoor swimming pool. O
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