University Announces Proposals to Tighten
Purse Strings While Keeping the Edge

he University held two briefing

sessions for faculty and staff on 17th
and 18th December respectively on its
plan for tackling the 13.9 per cent cut in
government subvention for the 2004-5
academic year, which is on top of the
accumulated 10 per cent reduction from
1998 to 2004. The sessions would be
followed by a month-long internal
consultation on measures to deal with the
funding cut amounting to HK$384
million in the coming year.

Prof. Ambrose King, vice-
chancellor, emphasized at the briefing
sessions that the University would not
just manage the budgetary shortfall but
would take the opportunity to strengthen
its competitive advantage. The guiding
principles are maintaining progress and
ensuring that the University’s core
missions in teaching and research are not
compromised, and handling the situation
strategically rather that implementing
cuts across the board.

Prof. Liu Pak-wai, pro-vice-
chancellor, explained that ‘all
departments and units will have to
contribute to a phased cutback.” He said
that the University would try its utmost
to reduce the impact on units and give
them time to adjust by cushioning the
blow with central reserves and the
government’s matching grants.
Departments and units will also be given
flexibility to manage the cuts within the
parameters permitted under the relevant
University policies.

It is proposed that academic
departments will help save four per cent
of the funding cuts in three years, while
non-academic departments will help save
four to 12 per cent in two years.

Departments and programmes may
have to be restructured to save costs while
enhancing the University’s competitive
advantage. The criteria for restructuring
include whether the department or
programme is core to the University’s
mission to be a world-class
comprehensive university, the
feasibility of redeploying
students to other departments
or programmes, whether the
size of a particular department
or programme can be
maintained in face of a
continuing cut, and whether
the department or programme
will be able to sustain itself in
five to 10 years’ time if there
is a continuing funding cut.

The University will, however, ensure
that academic staff salary is comparable
with that overseas so as not to lose its
competitive edge in the market, said Prof.
Liu.

For non-teaching units, staff salaries
will first be reduced by six per cent over
two years (2004 and 2005) in line with
pay cuts for civil servants. Then cuts
ranging from four to 12 per cent will be
implemented according to unit size
through four voluntary cost-saving
measures: asking staff to take no-pay
leave; reappointing staff from full-time
to non-full-time status; reducing the
University’s contributions to retirement
schemes and contract-end gratuity; and
further reducing basic staff salary.

If a unit chooses to reduce basic
salaries, it has to get the agreement of all
its staff of the same grade. This may
result in staff of the same grade being
paid different salaries in different units.

Prof. Liu said that a voluntary
separation scheme affecting only non-
academic staff may be introduced as a
last resort. Should the scheme be
introduced, ex-gratia payments will be
set at six months’ salary with an
additional 0.3 month for each year of
service, up to a maximum of 30 years.

If all measures fail to achieve a
balanced budget, the University will have
to ask some members of staff to leave
through a mandatory separation scheme.

The University has yet to be notified
of whether there will be further cuts in
government grants for the 2005-8
triennium. ‘We need the support and
understanding of students, faculty and
staff members, and the community-at-
large to survive this trying period,’ said
Prof. Liu.

The consultation period began on
17th December 2003. All departments
and units will have until 9th January 2004
to give their feedback on the proposals
to the Resource Allocation Committee.
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Uycoming Anniversmy
Celebrations

40th Anniversary Conference:
The State of Contemporary China

Date: 6th—7th January 2004

CUKRIK
Newsletier

4th January 2004

Venue: Lecture Theatre 1 & 3, Esther Lee Building

Website: http://www.usc.cuhk.edu.hk

CUHK 40th Anniversary Concert: The Sound of Harmony, the Voices of Joy!

Date: 11th January 2004 (Sunday)
Time: 8.00 p.m.

Venue: Hong Kong Cultural Centre Concert Hall

Tickets: $180, $150, $100

Tickets are now available at URBTIX outlets; half-price
for senior citizens and full-time students; 10 per cent off
for each purchase of 10 or more tickets.

Ticket Reservation: 2734 9009
Credit Card Booking: 2111 5999

Programme: Menuha Overture (World Premiere)

Daniel Law Ping-leung

Conductor: Daniel Law Ping-leung * Hong Kong Sinfonietta
Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini

Sergei Rachmaninoff

Conductor: Carmen Koon Mee-yu + Pianist: Mary Wu Mei-loc « Hong Kong Sinfonietta
Symphony No. 9, in D minor, Op. 125
— Finale: Presto — Allegro ‘Ode to Joy’

Ludwig van Beethoven

Conductor: Chan Wing-wah « Soprano: Katusha Tsui-Fraser « Alto: Melody Sze
Tenor: Tam Yu-leung * Bass: Derek Anthony + Student Chorus, CUHK « Chung Chi
Choir » Hong Kong Oratorio Society « Hong Kong Sinfonietta

Programme Enquiries: 2609 6716

Objects for Scholar’s Desk Exhibition

Date: 17th January to 2nd May 2004
Venue: West-wing galleries, Art Museum

Opening ceremony: 4.30 p.m. on 16th January 2004

For the men of letters in traditional China, objects for the scholar’s desk reflect their
artistic ideals, tastes, and academic leanings. This exhibition features a great variety of
studio objects, ranging from brush, ink, ink stone, brush holder, paper weight and table
screen, to zither, rock and bronze, from both private and the Art Museum collections.

Please visit http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/40thanniversary for the latest information.

«O) Exhiibition Showeasing CUHK's
Contribution to the Fine Arts

o celebrate the 40th anniversary of

The Chinese University of Hong
Kong and to highlight the contribution of
the Department of Fine Arts to art
education and Hong Kong’s cultural life
in the past 40 years, the exhibition entitled
‘Cheng Ming in all Directions — 40 Years
of Art at The Chinese University of Hong
Kong’, officially opened amidst much
cheer and fanfare on the evening of 8th
December. Officiating at the opening
ceremony were Dr. Patrick Ho, Secretary
for Home Affairs, Prof. Ambrose King,
vice-chancellor of the University, and Dr.
Dennis Sun, chairman of the Board of
Governors, Hong Kong Arts Centre. After
the ceremony and refreshments at the Pao
Galleries of the Hong Kong Arts Centre,
the guests were given a tour of the
exhibition, exchanging ideas with the

alumni, students and staff.

This exhibition, jointly organized by
the Department of Fine Arts and the Hong
Kong Arts Centre, featured the new works
of 25 alumni. The works included a wide
range of media: Chinese and Western
paintings, sculptures and multi-media
works, fully illustrating the artistic
creativity and the achievements of Hong
Kong artists. They showcased the stylistic
diversity and recent artistic developments
in Hong Kong as well as the department’s
efforts at nurturing artists and creativity in
Hong Kong. The exhibition ended on 30th
December.

A forum on ‘A Dialogue with Teaching
and Learning in Arts” was held on 13th
December 2003 to highlight the
department’s growth in the last four
decades.

CURHEK Newsletiar

No. 233 4th January 2004 1


http://www.usc.cuhk.edu.hk
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/40thanniversary

Two Professorial Inaugural Lectures

wo members of the Faculty of Medicine delivered their professorial inaugural lectures at the
Postgraduate Education Centre of the Prince of Wales Hospital last month.

Prof. Anthony Yim: The Cutting Edge

Prof. Anthony P.C. Yim, professor of surgery and
chief of cardiothoracic surgery, delivered his inaugural
lecture entitled ‘The Cutting Edge’ on 12th December
2003. Prof. Yim dedicated the lecture, which had been
postponed from March 2003, to the frontline healthcare
workers who fought against SARS.

The lecture focussed on a few major issues facing
surgery in Hong Kong today, in particular cardiothoracic
surgery. These included changes in the gender mix of
surgeons, ageing of the population, and advances in
surgical technology.

The number of female students reading medicine has risen from just over 10 per cent of total
medical students at CUHK in 1981 to almost two-thirds two decades later. Prof. Yim believes that
the future of the profession depends, to a great extent, on how well female surgeons are integrated
into a traditionally male-dominated specialty. On the other hand, the elderly population in Hong
Kong has been on the rise at a fairly consistent annual rate of 5.5 per cent over the last four
decades. Prof. Yim pointed out that geriatric surgery demands refinement of surgical technique
and technology as well as meticulous perioperative care. New surgical approaches such as minimally
invasive surgery are important for older patients, while innovations in computer-assisted surgery
and simulation technology open up new vistas for surgical training.

The current budgetary deficit, uncertain career prospects, and perceived diminished training
opportunities present major challenges to the surgical profession. Prof. Yim is of the view that the
specialty’s future depends on its members’ tenacity to create opportunity out of adversity.
Cardiothoracic surgery in Hong Kong already has an international reputation for excellence, he
said. He urged Hong Kong’s surgeons to focus on the world and continue building on their strength
for the benefit of future generations of surgeons and for their patients.

Prof. Woo Kam-sang: How Hard Is Your
Artery?

Prof. Woo Kam-sang, professor of
medicine and therapeutics, delivered an
inaugural lecture entitled ‘How Hard Is Your
Artery’ on 17th December 2003.

In his lecture, Prof. Woo explained why,
although 70 per cent of Chinese males smoke,
coronary artery disease is only 20 per cent as
prevalent in southern China as it is in the West.
He also showed that subclinical atherosclerosis
in westernized Chinese is associated with more
. 4 atherogenic dietary patterns, job stress, and
western acculturation. Moreover cigarette-smoking, lipids, ageing and hypercholesterolaemia have
a greater effect on subclinical atherosclerosis in modernized societies than in rural settings in
China. In other words, the way of life in a rural village provides relative protection against the
condition while modernization is associated with higher risk of developing it. Prof. Woo also
discussed how folic acid supplementation can improve the impaired vascular function of patients
with high toxic amino acid, a novel atherosclerotic risk factor.

NIH Helps Train CUHK Postgraduates

he Department of

Biochemistry is jointly
offering a Graduate Partnerships
Programme (GPP) with the
National Institute of Child Health
and Human Development
(NICHD) of the National Institutes
of Health (NIH) of the United
States. The programme will lead
to a Ph.D. degree to be awarded
by The Chinese University. CUHK
is the NIH’s first and only Asian

partner for the programme. Prof. (From left) Prof. Walter Ho (Biochemistry, CUHK), Prof. Kenneth Young
Owen Rennert, director of Ms.IdaCheung (GPP candidate), Ms. Jenny Cheung (GPP candidate), Prof.
NICHD, came to the University to Owen Rennert, and Prof. W.Y. Chan (principal investigator, NICHD) at the

. . signing ceremony
sign the partnership agreement on
12th December 2003.

NIH, which has partnered with many
important institutions such as Boston University,
John Hopkins University, and Oxford University,
has been training over 200 graduate students in

its laboratories. The programme not only provides
excellent training for CUHK students, but also
signifies a closer relationship between the
department and the world’s most prestigious
biomedical research establishment.

CUHRK Newsletier

(CUHK),

President of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences on China’s
Space Probe

Prof. Lu Yongxiang, president of the Chinese Academy of Sciences,
gave a lecture on aeronautical and aerospace development in China
on 6th December 2003 at the T.Y.
Wong Hall in the Ho Sin-Hang
Engineering Building.

Prof. Lu is vice-chairman of the
Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress. He has served as
the president of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences since 1997
and has been actively promoting the
development of scientific research
and education on the mainland. Prof.
Lu has very close ties with academics and scientists in Hong Kong.
He has served as a member of the University Grants Committee, and
as a special adviser to the Innovation and Technology Commission
of the HKSAR since 1999. He was awarded the honorary doctorate
of science by The Chinese University at its 60th congregation held
on 4th December 2003.

Support for Five Research Projects

he following five research projects undertaken by faculty members
of the University have attracted funding support from different quarters:
* Enrichment Programme for Young Mathematics Talents
(HK$1,500,000)
Sponsor: Quality Education Fund
Principal investigator: Prof. Au Kwok-keung (Department of
Mathematics)
Support Programme for the Teaching and Learning of Liberal Studies
(HK$227,000)
Sponsor: Quality Education Fund
Principal investigator: Prof. Stephen Chiu (Department of Sociology)
Multi-school Collaboration in the Information Technology for Hong
Kong Flora and Vegetation (HK$1,938,000)
Sponsor: Quality Education Fund
Principal investigator: Prof. But Put-hay (Department of Biology)
The Building and Operation of a Ground Receiving Station of the
ENVISAT Radar Remote Sensing Satellite for All-weather
Environmental Monitoring (HK$13,152,000)
Sponsor: Innovation and Technology Fund
Principal investigator: Prof. Lin Hui (Joint Laboratory for
Geoinformation Science)
Expression of Vascular Endothelial Growth Factor and Its
Corresponding Receptors in the Human Oviduct: Modulation During
the Menstrual Cycle (HK$30,208)
Sponsor: Hong Kong Obstetrical and Gynaecological Trust Fund
Principal investigator: Dr. Lam Po-mui (Department of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology)

Brains Gather at Brain 2003

bout 170 healthcare professionals of diverse disciplines attended

Brain 2003, the first scientific meeting of the Clinical Neuroscience
Group of the University at the Postgraduate Education Centre of the
Prince of Wales Hospital on Sth and 6th December 2003. The meeting
was organized by the Departments of Anatomical and Cellular Pathology,
Surgery (Neurosurgery), Medicine (Neurology), Clinical Oncology, and
Diagnostic Radiology and Organ Imaging. It was cosponsored by the
Hong Kong Neurosurgical Society, the Hong Kong Neurological Society,
and the International Academy of Pathology (Hong Kong Division). This
was the first ever conference in Hong Kong that was coorganized by all
medical specialties involved in the diagnosis and treatment of patients
with neurological diseases.

Topics covered included spinal cord diseases, molecular neuro-
oncology, and stroke. Prof. Wise Young, professor of neuroscience at
the State University of New Jersey at Rutgers, delivered a keynote lecture
on the use of olfactory ensheathing cells as a possible means of transplant
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Osteoporosis Course for Healthcare
Workers

lose to 150 healthcare workers from

different fields such as physiotherapy,
dietetics, and nursing attended the Osteoporosis
Educators Course for Healthcare Professionals
on 13th December 2003 at the Postgraduate
Education Centre of the Prince of Wales
Hospital. The course was coorganized by the
Jockey Club Centre for Osteoporosis Care and
Control of the University, the Hong Kong
Physiotherapy Association, and the Hong Kong

aim of the course was to train healthcare
professionals to become osteoporosis
educators. In the opening ceremony, an
Osteoporosis Care and Control Charter was
signed wherein course participants pledged
to unite and fight the delibitating disease
through service, health education, and
research.

Insightful lectures on the epidemiology,
prevention, and treatment of osteoporosis were

Dietitians Association.
The first of its kind in Hong Kong, the

given by Prof. Leung Ping-chung and Prof.
Edith Lau.

Chung Chi College News

Mentor Programme 2003 .. : ; P /

Ninety-one Chung Chi alumni \ i /
joined the college’s College Mentor
Programme this year as mentors. /
Organized by the college and its
alumni association, the aim of the
programme is to widen the horizons
of Chung Chi students, enrich their
social experiences, and hone their
communication skills through
experience-sharing with Chung Chi
graduates engaged in various
professions.

New mentors this year include
the Most Rev. Dr. Peter Kwong,
archbishop of Hong Kong Sheng
Kung Hui; Ms. Cheung Man-yee,
former Director of Broadcasting of the HKSAR; Prof. Chan Yuk-shee, vice-president for academic
affairs of HKUST; Mr. Norman Chan, deputy chief executive of the Hong Kong Monetary
Authority; Mr. Stanley Hui, chief executive officer of Hong Kong Dragon Airlines Ltd.; and Mr.
Y.T. Li, director of East Rail of Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation.

Over 200 mentors, mentees, and guests attended a dinner held on 7th October to get to know
one another.

(From left) Mr. Mak Sai-yiu, chairman of the College Mentor Programme
Committee, Mr. Luk Ping-chuen, chairman of the College Alumni Association,
Mr. Karl Kwok, chairman of the College Board of Trustees, and Prof. Rance
Lee, head of Chung Chi College

Siu Lien Ling Wong Visiting Fellow 20034

Prof. Kwok Pui-yan, professor of dermatology, Henry Bachrach Distinguished Professor and
Investigator of the Cardiovascular Research Institute at the San Francisco School of Medicine,
University of California, is visiting the college from 27th December 2003 to 18th January 2004 as
its Siu Lien Ling Wong Visiting Fellow 2003-4.

Prof. Kwok finished secondary school in Hong Kong before attending university and conducting
genome research in the US, obtaining his Ph.D. in organic chemistry from the University of Chicago.
He is a member of the editorial board and advisory board of many international journals and
professional bodies related to genome research. He is also the holder of four patents.

Prof. Kwok has been participating in a series of activities during his visit, including a welcoming
reception, a public lecture at the College Assembly, the Annual Education Conference, the College
Life Luncheon Talk, a visit and a talk at the Theology Division, as well as Tolo Nocturne.

Experts Examine How to
Boost Research Quality

Ahundred %’E
postgraduate i
students from four :
universities and many
healthcare professionals
from both the public and
private sectors attended
a symposium entitled
‘Optimizing Research
Quality’, sponsored by
the Research Grant
Council Postgraduate
Student Conference
Committee and the Hong Kong Epidemiological Association, on 22nd
November 2003 at the School of Public Health, Prince of Wales Hospital.

At the conference, Prof. Jennifer Kelsey, professor emeritus of
Stanford University, discussed the wisdom of judging conflicting
evidence from basic sciences, clinical research, and epidemiology to
important public health or clinical actions. She also shared her experiences
on how a good research designer could maximize desired qualities. Prof.
Nancy E. Avis from Wake Forest University School of Medicine, USA,
discussed up-to-date research trends in combining quantitative and
qualitative methods for capturing better quality information.

Prof. Benny Zee, director of the Centre for Clinical Trials of the
University, emphasized the importance of upholding professional ethical
principles, while Prof. Stephen K.C. Ng, adjunct professor of the
Department of Community and Family Medicine, re-examined evidence
and assumptions for both experimental and observational studies and
their validity in evidence-based medicine.

Mastering the Art of
Negotiation

inus Cheung, deputy chairman of PCCW, was the guest of the 7th

September episode of RTHK’s New Thinking in Management, a show
organized by the University’s EMBA Programme and RTHK. The co-
hosts were Prof. Andrew Chan, director of the EMBA Programme, Prof.
Leo Sin of the Department of Marketing, and Ms. Jenny Lee of RTHK.

An expert in negotiations, Mr. Linus Cheung cautioned that
negotiators must have a good grasp of the key issues, and must not be
distracted by minor details. In the case of a small company negotiating
with a large one, it is wrong to assume that the small one would have no
negotiating power. It should think hard what it has to offer and what it
wants from the big company and plan its strategy accordingly. The better
prepared it is, the better it will be positioned in the subsequent
negotiations.

Mr. Cheung believes that communication skill is the key to success
for CEOs, and like everything else, it can be acquired through learning
and practice. However there is no substitute for a positive, forward-
looking attitude, he said.
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Occasional Paper No. 139

An Inquiry into the Relationship
Between Hong Kong'’s Current
Economic Crisis and Housing
Policy

By Lok Sang Ho

In this book the author argues that a
misguided housing policy led to the
collapse of the housing market in Hong
Kong, which is the cause of its failure to
recover from the economic recession
that began in 1998. Evidence is
presented for the theory that the Tenants
Purchase Scheme (TPS), which offered
sitting tenants the opportunity to buy
their own units at steeply discounted
prices, played a key role in the collapse
of the housing market. Public housing

HKIAPS New Books

tenants had
been a
significant
player in the private

housing market and, in

particular, they had been the main
purchasers of Home Ownership Scheme
(HOS) housing. TPS essentially lured
potential HOS and private housing
buyers back to buying public housing
flats instead. When they stop buying,
private flat owners and HOS owners
cannot trade up, thereby breaking the
housing ladder. In addition to this
effect, the huge overhang of supply
created after 1997 also played a key role
in preventing the housing market from
recovering, notwithstanding a pick-up in
exports.
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As housing is the main store of
wealth for Hong Kong’s middle-
class households, a collapse

oh in housing prices produced a
R "8 huge wealth effect, curtailing
s

= consumption and private
domestic investment.
Unemployment shot up
quickly. A collapse in housing
prices is the key explanation
for the emergence of deflation
from late 1998.

ISBN 962-441-139-5,
paperback, 61 pages, HK$30

Research Monograph No. 57

Housing in Hong Kong: A Golden
Jubilee Bibliography

By Yue-man Yeung

This bibliography is a companion to the
book, Fifty Years of Public Housing in
Hong Kong, published by The Chinese
University Press, for both the Hong
Kong Housing Authority and the Hong
Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies
of The Chinese University of Hong

Kong. Like the companion book, this
volume covers all major publications in
English and Chinese on the subject
between 1953 and 2003. Entries are
listed under 15 major headings —
general; housing policy; home-
ownership; squatters, slums and illegal
housing; urban renewal and
resettlement; housing management and
administration; land for housing; target
groups; housing market and finance;
planning and facilities; public
participation; pressure groups;
dissertations; reports of institutions; and
book reviews. As a novel feature, it also
covers references to housing on
television programmes and websites.

From the focus on public housing
in the companion book, this volume
broadens the subject to housing in Hong
Kong in general. It is intended as a
research tool for students of housing in
Hong Kong.

ISBN 962-441-557-9, paperback,
301 + ix pages, HK$80
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TRAKLLEH

chairman of the University Council

BiELRHER

chairman of the CUHK 40th
Anniversary Banquet Steering
Committee

4 ABRREEEENBLRPANS

the University, on CUHK at 40

Address by Prof. Ambrose Y.C. King
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Mr. Tung, distinguished guests, fellow members of The Chinese University, ladies
and gentlemen:

[ have spoken on many occasions to large audiences. None is comparable to this
evening, when we gather to celebrate the 40th anniversary of our beloved university.

Six months before my retirement, in my capacity as the fifth vice-chancellor of
the University, who has the good fortune of having worked closely with all four of
my predecessors in a career that spans three decades across two centuries, [ am given
this singular opportunity to address you on this wonderful night. I am grateful for the
opportunity, which is a privilege extended to only a few.

Ijoined the University at a time when United College was still operating on Hong
Kong Island, New Asia in Kowloon, and Chung Chi in Ma Liu Shui; when there was
not yet Shaw College, or any Faculty of Business Administration, or Medicine, or
Engineering; and when the student body was about 15 per cent of its present size.
Those were the days when Cho-Yiu Kwan, R.C. Lee, Choh-Ming Li, T.C. Cheng, Ch'ien
Mu, Yung Chi-Tung, and John Fulton were live personalities rather that historical
figures. How they would have marvelled at the astounding growth of the University
that they together created.

There are of course other old-timers who have held the University dear to their
hearts till this day, down from Sir Yuet-Keung Kan and Dr. Quo-wei Lee to Prof. Ma
Lin, Prof. Charles Kao, Prof. Arthur Li, and many many more — I count myself as one.
For us, the sense of affinity with the University has deepened through many joint
efforts. The innovations we explored together have evolved into its systems. The
curricula we developed together have become part of its academic tradition. Many of
the exciting things we did together have gone down in its chronicles. We find ourselves
living through its history as it is being made. And when I stand here to speak, I do not
speak for myself, but to give utterance to our common sentiments, sentiments which
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have drawn us together in this banquet hall.

Let's travel back through time and bring our distinguished guests and good friends
to 1963, to take a glimpse of the vision of our founding fathers. Theirs is a vision of a
university set up for the Chinese by the Chinese in Hong Kong, a university steeped
in Chinese heritage but international in outlook, a university that synthesizes the best
of East and West. Such a vision has kept us inspired for 40 years, and guided our steps
from colonial days to the age of globalization. It has given the University its special
character, and its graduates their special flair. We are proud of this identity, we are
determined to fulfil our destiny.

While the University has embraced change in its quest for excellence, it has always
remained true to its commitments. Never have we wavered in our insistence on
bilingualism, on holistic education, on the equal importance of teaching and research,
on the worth of our college system, and on our duty to serve the community. No
financial crisis has ever daunted us. No SARS epidemic has ever overwhelmed us.
Those who test our courage will find it strong. Those who challenge our resilience
will find it formidable. Tough may be the times, but even tougher are the bonds that
bind us together — students, teachers, alumni, staff; partners, friends, advisers,
benefactors. United, there is little we cannot overcome.

And as we return to the year 2003, how can I not speak of dreams, when the
dream of the Chinese people to navigate space has now become a reality? How can I
not talk about flying, when by propitious coincidence our 40th anniversary slogan
has adopted the imagery of flight and ascension? Certainly we dream big and aim
high. As a ‘Chinese’ university, we dream of a modernized China, we dream of
contributing to a new Chinese civilizational order. As a tertiary institution of global
vision, we aspire after greatness in Asia, we aspire after service to human kind. Forty
years of continuous progress has given us sufficient strength and confidence to soar
to new heights in our fifth decade, and we shall try our utmost to sustain this
momentum for upward surge. Let’s have the daring to say: the sky is our limit.

But I shan’t be able to dwell long on these dreams, for the time allotted for speeches
is almost up. I know I haven't really done justice to the subject, which involves the
aspirations of our 16,000 students, 5,000 faculty and staff, more than 70,000 alumni,
countless sympathizers, many future generations of young people, and, not least of
all, our next vice-chancellor Prof. Lawrence Lau, who sits among us tonight. All that 1
hope to get across, ladies and gentlemen, is that a vibrant, confident, and vigilant
university stands ready here to fulfil its missions and realize its dreams, whatever the
obstacles, whatever the burden. Let’s give it our will, our labour, our hearts. Let's
give it the best of our wishes.

Ladies and gentlemen, as we come together to celebrate the 40th birthday of the
University, let's feel grateful for its benevolence, let’s feel joyful at its accomplishments,
let’s look forward to a future that promises even more. I hope the evening will be as
memorable to you as it will be to me, in many many years to come.
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Michael Hui
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The glitterati — how many do you recognize?
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And the winner is ...
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Six alumni masters of ceremony: (from left) Lavender
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Wong, and Chan King Cheong
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Three generations: (from left) Prof. King’s son and
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