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CUHK-CAS Partnership in High-speed
Connection and Research Coliaboration

high-speed connection between

the CUHK Campus Network and
the Chinese Scientific and Technology
Network (CSTNET) of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences was launched on
28th October alongside the opening of
a Hong Kong mirror site of the Science
Museums of China website. At the
ceremony held in Cho Yiu Hall, the
University’s Information Technology
Services Centre (ITSC) and the
Computer Network Information Centre
(CNIC) of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences agreed on a partnership to
promote research collaboration and
resources sharing between the
mainland and Hong Kong.

National Science Foundation. Talks
were delivered by Prof. Yan Baoping,
Prof. Li Jun, assistant director of CNIC,
Prof. Xiao Yun, assistant-to-director of
CNIC, Prof. Lin Hui, director of the
Institute of Space and Earth Information
Science of the University, and Prof.
Tsou Jinyeu, acting chairman of the
CUHK Department of Architecture.
Managed by CNIC, CSTNET is
known for its pioneering role in the
mainland’s Internet industry. It is also
the leading scientific research network
on the mainland. This high speed direct
link between the CUHK Campus
Network and CSTNET have removed
previous connection barriers, enabling

researchers to communicate

directly with over 100

research institutes on the

mainland. Academic

discussions, research

collaborations, real-time
demonstrations, and distance
learning can now take place in a
smoother video-conferencing
environment with higher image
resolution. CUHK has also been
authorized to access the online
scientific database of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences which hosts over
400 important databases, covering
environmental studies, remote satellite
imaging, high energy nuclear science,
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astronomy and marine life. It also makes
the sharing of resources in scientific
research a reality.

The mirror site of the Science
Museums of China website (http://kepu.
itsc.cuhk.edu.hk) was set up to promote
scientific knowledge. It is a web-based

19th November 2005

museum that aims to make scientific
knowledge available to all and to
cultivate a scientific culture. With
contents provided by the databases of
the Chinese Academy of Sciences and
other research institutes across the
country, the museum opens doors to
science learning for local primary and
secondary students.

The ceremony was officiated by
Prof. Kenneth Young, pro-vice-
chancellor of the University; Mr. Zhang
Xinggen, director of Hong Kong, Macau
and Taiwan Affairs Office, Chinese
Academy of Sciences; Prof. Yan
Baoping (through video-conferencing),
director of CNIC; and Dr. William Y.B.
Chang, director, Beijing Office,
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CUHK Researchers Kwoh-Ting Li Professor of
Honoured with Young Genetics and Professor of
Scientist Award Medicine, Stanford

University, visited United
College in early November
as the college’s first
Distinguished Visiting
Scholar 2005-06.

During his visit, Prof.
Cohen delivered two public
lectures respectively on
‘Knowledge and Fear of
Knowledge: Dual legacies of the New Genetics’ and ‘Discovering and
Inactivating Host Cell Genes Exploited by Infectious Microbes'.

He also shared his personal and academic experiences with CUHK staff
and students at the night talk organized by the Society of Biochemistry.

Born in 1935 in New Jersey, Prof. Cohen received his doctoral degree
from the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine in 1960. This was
followed by postdoctoral training at the US National Institutes of Health and
research training at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine. He joined the
faculty of Stanford University in 1968.

Prof. Cohen’s current research interests include elucidation of
mechanisms that govern RNA decay and lead to changes in RNA
degradation during morphological and biochemical differentiation of
cells. He is a member of the US National Academy of Sciences and a
past chairman of its Genetics Section, a member of the Institute of
Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences, and a fellow of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He is also one of the recipients
of the first Shaw Prize in Life Science and Medicine.

Researchers from the
Department of Physiology,
Dr. Petti Pang (right 1, left),
and the Department of
Electronic Engineering, Dr.
Liang Tak Keung (right), of the Chinese University were awarded the Young Scientist Award
by the Hong Kong Institution of Science (HKIS) in recognition of their outstanding achievements
in their respective fields.

Catholic Diocese
Supports Establishment
of Centre for Catholic
Studies at CUHK

The University has
received a generous
donation from the Catholic
Diocese of Hong Kong to
set up the Centre for
Catholic Studies at its
Department of Cultural
and Religious Studies. The
Most Reverend Joseph Zen
Ze-kiun (right), Bishop of
Hong Kong, and Prof. Lawrence ). Lau (left), vice-chancellor of CUHK, offic
inauguration ceremony on 3rd November.

|
iated at the centre’s

U5 For details, please visit http:/lwww.cuhk.edu.hk/enews/.
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he following two research projects undertaken by faculty members of the
University have succeeded in attracting funding support:
¢ A Randomized, Double-blind, Placebo-controlled Study on Treatment of
Nocturia with Desmopressin in Women (HK$100,000)
Sponsor: Ferring Pharmaceuticals Limited
Principal investigator: Prof. Yip Shing-kai (Department of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology)
* Non-erosive Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease (NERD): A Disease of Excessive
Acid or Visceral Hypersensitivity? (HK$400,000)
Sponsor: The Hong Kong Society of Gastroenterology
Principal investigator: Dr. Justin C.Y. Wu (Department of Medicine and
Therapeutics)

Students from Five Continents Connected by the Chinese Language

Over 230 undergraduate students from mainland China, exchange students from the world over,
and staff and students of the New Asia — Yale-in-China Chinese Language Centre took part in a
day tour to Tung Ping Chau, Ap Chau and Kat O, remote islands on the eastern side of Hong
Kong, on 14th October. The objective of the event was to let the students from over 25 countries
and five continents practise spoken putonghua and Cantonese in a natural setting.
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Naming of Facilities

The University Council has at its 4th (2005) meeting on 18th October 2005 approved
the naming of the Staff Student Centre of New Asia College as the Staff Student
Centre — Leung Hung Kee Building (SEH£AE — JRHEMRE), as proposed by New
Asia College and endorsed by the Administrative and Planning Committee.
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Staffing Arrangements on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve
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The following staffing arrangements for Christmas Eve and New Year Eve’s will

apply on 24th and 31st December 2005. Both are Saturdays.

1. For essential service units such as the University Health Service, the University
Library System, the Operations Team of the Information Technology Services
Centre, the Security Unit, the Transport Unit, and the Estates Management Office,
a task force should remain on duty to provide basic services.

2. For all other offices in the University, skeleton staff should be on duty on these
mornings to handle urgent matters and enquiries. These offices will be closed in
the afternoon.

3. The skeleton staff [on Terms (B) or (C)] on duty on each morning will be given
compensation leave of half a day.

IRAIRINERE
Advancement of Pay Date
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Salary payment dates for December 2005 and January 2006 will be advanced to 21st

December 2005 (Wednesday) and 24th January 2006 (Tuesday) respectively. Enquiries
can be directed to the Payroll and Superannuation Unit at 2609 7240/7246.
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Survey Shows Ethnic Minorities Feel
Discriminated Against in HK

(

(From left) Rev. Joshua Peter, South Asian Network Ministry-in-cbarée of Mission to New Arrivals Ltd.,

Prof. Tang Kwong-leung, Prof. Lam Mong-chow, and Prof. Lam Ching-man of the Department of Social

Work at a press conference held on 28th October

survey was conducted by the

Department of Social Work of the
University between 1st June and 11th
November 2004 to investigate the general
views of the public on racial
discrimination and to identify possible
solutions.

Close to 140 individuals born in India,
Hong Kong, Pakistan, and Nepal were
interviewed on whether they had had any
experience of being discriminated against.
Their average duration of stay in Hong
Kong is 11 years and most have received
tertiary education. In addition, five in-
depth interviews and three focus groups
comprising ethnic minority women, social
service professionals, and human rights
activists were conducted.

The respondents clearly recognized

the existence of racial discrimination.
Sixty-seven per cent felt they were often
discriminated against because of their
race. Over half felt that racial
discrimination is a serious social
problem in Hong Kong and that their
ethnicity has determined their career
progress. Almost half felt they were seen
as second-class citizens. According to
the respondents, discrimination most
commonly happens in the workplace
and shops, where employees are
discriminated against by employers and
customers are discriminated against by
sales persons.

Over 80 per cent supported anti-racial
discrimination legislation and believed
that government policies do not go far
enough to fight racial discrimination.

Service to the Community and International Organizations

¢ Prof. Chan Wing Wah, professor of music, was re-appointed by the Chief Executive of
the HKSAR as a member of the General Committee of the Hong Kong Philharmonic
Society Ltd. for one year from 1st November 2005. He was also invited by the Taiwan
National Centre for Traditional Arts and the Taipei Municipal Chinese Orchestra to chair
the jury panel for the 2005 Traditional Music Composition Contest and Seminar in Taipei.

 Prof. Ching Pak Chung, professor of electronic engineering, has been appointed as a
member of the Hong Kong Quality Assurance Agency and the Hong Kong Quality
Assurance Agency Governing Council for two years from 26th August 2005.

» Prof. Lee Shui Shan, professor of infectious diseases, has been invited by the Council
for the AIDS Trust Fund to serve as a technical reviewer to assess the Medical and

Support Services research projects.

¢ Prof. Carmel McNaught, professor of learning enhancement, has been invited as an
external member of the Accreditation Panels of the Nursing Council of Hong Kong for

two years from 1st December 2005.

* Prof. Hong Youlian, professor in the Department of Sports Science and Physical
Education, has been appointed by the National Research Institute of Sports Science of
the State Sports General Administration to be a guest research fellow for four years

from 8th July 2005.

« Prof. Liao Wei Hsin, associate professor in the Department of Automation and Computer-
Aided Engineering, has been appointed as an associate editor of Shock and Vibration
(IOS journal). He has also served as a member of the editorial board of another
international journal, Smart Materials and Structures, published by The Institute of

Physics.

Awards

» Prof. Hong Youlian, professor in the Department of Sports Science and Physical
Education, has been awarded a prize for distinguished and lifelong contributions to the
continued development of sports biomechanics in China by the China Society of Sports

Biomechanics on 22nd August 2005.

» Prof. Wang Yu, Michael, professor in the Department of Automation and Computer-
Aided Engineering, has been elected a Fellow of the American Society of Mechanical

Engineers on 21st October 2005.

(Information in this section is provided by the Communications and Public Relations Office.
Contributions should be sent direct to that office for registration and verification before

publication.)
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Pandemic Preparation for
Avian Flu/Influenza

In light of the recent outbreaks of avian influenza A (H5N1) among
poultry in Asia and other parts of the world, the Campus (SARS/
Avian Flu) Task Force has reviewed the current situation and stepped
up actions to prepare for an outbreak or pandemic. Using the
government'’s action plan as reference, the Task Force encourages
the University campus to enhance personal and environmental
hygiene and introduces preventive and other measures including:

1.

Continuous monitoring of the development of influenza
outbreaks and coordinating action through colleges/departments/
units, obtaining expert advice from the government and
microbiologists, acquiring and allocating resources, issuing
guidelines, and advising University activities such as
examinations and classes at times of a major outbreak or
pandemic;

. Disseminating information and raising awareness through various

channels and organizing face-to-face forums with staff and
student groups;

. Medical surveillance — keeping track, jointly with the University

Health Service (UHS), of government action, patient records,
infected cases, and tracing contact;

. Ensuring public preparedness — promoting the use of masks,

correct way of handwashing, droplet precaution, use of
thermometer, issuing guidelines, training, and communication;

. Prevention — vaccination programme, antiviral drug stockpiling,

and environmental hygiene;

. Treatment at UHS — UHS referral protocol, triaging system,

internal service contingency plan, stockpiling of medication,
including antiviral drugs and PPE, laboratory readiness,
deployment of health care staffing, and liaison with hospitals
and the Department of Health.

Talks on Pandemic Preparation for Avian Flu/Influenza

Five talks were conducted in November 2005 to brief staff

and students on the latest regarding the influenza, the potential
pandemic, actions taken by the government and the University as
well as individual responsibilities. Details of the upcoming talk are
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as follows: ZERBRBEBEMB ELE
e Date: 25th November 2005 (Friday) o« HE .y

e Time: 5.30 p.m. — 6.30 p.m.

e Venue: T.Y. Wong Hall, 5/F, Ho Sin-Hang Engineering Building 5

e Target Audience: All staff and students ,ﬁﬁfj‘jﬁ}jﬁ&-‘f 52

° Speakers: Prof. Paul Chan (Microbiology Department), R B A L — AR A

Dr. T.F. Lo (UHS), and Mr. S.K. Lam (USEO)
Language: Chinese

Influenza Vaccination

Influenza vaccination is an effective means of preventing

‘ordinary influenza’ and its complications. UHS has scheduled to
provide free vaccination to staff and students belonging to specific
high risk groups. It also organizes mass vaccination campaigns for
other non-high risk groups at cost. The vaccination programme will
continue while stocks last. For more details, please contact Mrs.
Pauline Kan of UHS at 2609 6436 or visit http://www.cuhk.edu.
hk/uhs/dochtml/news1.html.

Please refer to the Task Force’s website (http://www.cuhk.

edu.hk/sars_and_flu/) for updates and guidelines for personal
and University action at different stages of development of the
disease.
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Aldvice from a Microbiologist

A number of countries are reporting cases of avian
influenza, commonly referred to as ‘bird flu’ in their
domestic and wild bird populations. The vast majority of
the known human cases have resulted from direct contact
with poultry, and there is limited evidence to suggest
possible human-to-human transmission. Concerns about
the possibility of an avian influenza pandemic have
prompted international and national efforts to institute

pandemic preparedness measures.

Human Influenza Viruses versus Avian Influenza
Viruses

Prof. Paul Chan, professor in the Department of
Microbiology, explained that there are three types of
influenza viruses: A, B and C. Influenza type A viruses
can infect people, birds, pigs, whales and other animals,
but wild birds are the natural hosts for these viruses.
Typically wild birds do not get sick when they are infected
with influenza virus. However, domestic poultry, such as
turkeys and chickens, can get very sick and die from avian
influenza, and some avian viruses also can cause serious
disease and death in wild birds. Influenza type A viruses
are divided into subtypes based on two proteins on the
surface of the virus. There are over 20 subtypes, including
the H5N1 which causes severe disease in domesticated
fowl, but only some are currently in general circulation
among people. Other subtypes are found most commonly
in other animal species.

Influenza B viruses are normally found only in
humans. Unlike influenza A viruses, they are not classified
according to subtype. Although influenza type B viruses
can cause human epidemics, they have not caused
pandemics. Influenza type C viruses cause only mild illness
in humans and do not spark epidemics.

Prof. Chan said while species barrier prevents the virus
from being spread between species, breaches do occur
under special circumstances. And once that happens, the
results are usually severe as the human immune system is
naive to the attack.

There have been confirmed cases of bird-to-human
transmissions of avian influenza in Southeast Asia, many
of which have resulted in death. But Prof. Chan believes
that the process of bird-to-human transmission is still
inefficient as the human respiratory tract does not favour
the growth of the virus. Human to human transmission,
he continued, is even more inefficient at this stage although
there have been a few suspected cases of human-to-human
transmission. ‘The critical issue is if the virus has mutated
to such a stage that makes human-to-human transmission
efficient, then we can expect a pandemic.’

Medication

The two groups of medication used to treat avian flu
include conventional drugs, Amantadine and Rimantadine,
which were used to treat avian flu in Hong Kong in 1997,
and new drugs, Tamiflu and Relenza. Prof. Chan said the
effects of the new drugs are limited and certain conditions
apply. They have to be administered within two days of
infection to achieve maximum effectiveness. Their clinical
effect on avian influenza is uncertain due to the small

R73 KR FiBEL x
NEEBERIEBUKELERT AEFNEELR
BERANAREAROIEL - ZEEBNMBFERS - &

REREREFLMETFEFERRLY - TEXARR
B2BRVMERFTLEERBANTHERTAE - BHXEE
Z2FHRNBBIRBRERI - PBHREEYLTF - Y
ATREARNHE fER -
NEEBRNSERRENGESR  Bit 7 SEMHIUE
o BALR : DARAE RMEFERRTEGHAN
BHREESE  SERNE-BNTAB - S2HEED
AMBRABRA - Y ES0H  FEEFNE - Ao USE
AENBE - 1 BAIXENERRENBARLE  H
RERRYSBNRE  WASEEHENTE  §€—X#t
RAZEYT -
AETE  RMRTHUERARENNER - B&
BAEK - REBREMEORUEE - RHWE

g

B [Fx@M CUHK Newsletter

N

number of cases and there is a chance of resistance for all
anti-viral agents with the chance increasing in proportion
to the amount of usage.

‘Stockpiling of anti-viral agents is only one element
of a pandemic plan and it’s not the most important
element. It cannot replace other measures such as a good
surveillance system at the national level, and, at the
individual level, being clear about modes of transmission
and taking precautions,” advised Prof. Chan. He also
warned again drug misuse. ‘Using the drugs unnecessarily
and inappropriately will lead to community resistance.
Also, people with avian flu who rely too much on the
drugs may delay seeking medical help.’

Vaccination

Currently influenza vaccines protect against three
circulating human strains — influenza A subtypes HIN1
and H3N2, and influenza B — but none have proven
protection against avian flu. Prof. Chan is also worried
that vaccinated individuals may develop a false sense of
security and become too relaxed about avian influenza as
a result. The effects of flu vaccines are also short-lived,
lasting not more than 9 to 12 months.
Symptoms

The symptoms of bird flu include fever, sore throat,
and coughing. The illness usually strikes very suddenly.
Infected persons have a high chance of progressing to
pneumonia, respiratory distress and multi-organ failure,
and other life threatening complications. Although if
you have flu-like symptoms, the chances of you having
bird flu are extremely small, it does not hurt to wear a
mask when in public and wash your hands frequently,
as the virus can survive for several hours and even
overnight.

Piera Chen
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Eliminate Mosquitoes
for a Healthier
Campus

It's now autumn and the mosquito breeding season is
over, but Dr. Kenneth Pang, ex-director of the University
Health Service warns against relaxing vigilance. The
Department of Health announced in early October that
there have been 20 cases of imported dengue fever this
year. The UHS disseminates information about mosquito-
transmitted diseases regularly through talks, posters, and
email. University members can also access updates at
http://lwww.cuhk.edu.hk/v5/enfenvironment.htm. Mr.
Benny Tam, director of the Estates Management Office,
also urged members of the University community to
report stagnant water to the office’s hotline at 2609 6666.
The office will try to send staff to clear the problem within
24 hours.
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Teacher’s New Book

Nonlinear

utput
o p . Nonlinear Qutput
Regulation: Regulation
Theory and psibuciaaes

Applications
by Jie Huang

Philadelphia: SIAM
ISBN 0-89871-562-8
318 pages

US$78
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Occasional Paper No. 159

Mobilization and Protest Participation in
Post-handover Hong Kong: A Study of Three
Large-scale Demonstrations

Joseph M. Chan and Francis L.F. Lee

Post-handover Hong Kong has

been marked by huge

demonstrations, notably on

1st July 2003, 1st January

2004, and 1st July 2004.

Drawing on a general public ~ miine

survey and onsite surveys of

these three events, this paper

examines the social and

psychological factors behind

the participation of individuals

in them. It also analyses the s xows mormreor aoes

processes of mass and =5

interpersonal communication

that led to the formation of the large-scale demonstrations.
The findings support the deprivation approach to protests

rather than the resource model. Participants were driven

overwhelmingly by their negative opinions of the government

and political system. Social networks are embedded in the

mobilization process. They served as facilitators, instead of

generators, of the formation of demonstrations. The processes

of mobilization involved a mix of mass and interpersonal

communications. The role of the mass media in the build-up

to social protests differed according to the scale of the protests

and the prevailing social atmosphere. For smaller protests,

organizational mobilization tends to play a more important

role. In contrast, in larger protests and controversies, the mass

media’s role in the transmission of information and messages

of mobilization is larger, especially among ‘opinion leaders’.
ISBN 962-441-159-X, paperback, 41 pages, HK$20

Mobiiization and Protest Participation
in Post-handover Hong Kong
A Study of Three Large-scale Demonstrations
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