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5,204 Degrees Conferred at 62nd Congregation

Breakdown of Degrees
Conferred in 2004-05

Honorary Doctorates

Doctor of Medicine

Doctor of Philosophy

Doctor of Education

Master of Philosophy

Master of Arts

Master of Divinity

Master of Fine Arts

Master of Music

Master of Accountancy

Master of Business
Administration

Master of Professional
Accountancy

Master of Education

Master of Clinical Pharmacy

Master of Family Medicine

Master of Nursing

Master of Occupational
Medicine

Master of Public Health
Master of Science
Master of Architecture
Master of Social Science
Master of Social Work

Bachelor’s Degrees
Arts

Business Administration
Education
Engineering

Medical Sciences
Medicine and Surgery
Nursing

Pharmacy

Chinese Medicine
Science

Social Science

Total

175

372
477

300

71

152
27
19
20

2

16
758

he Chinese University of Hong Kong held its 62nd Congregation for the Conferment

of Degrees on 8th December. Dr. Donald Tsang, Chancellor of the University,
presided at the ceremony.

The Chinese University conferred honorary doctorates on six distinguished persons,
in recognition of their outstanding contributions to academic and cultural advancement,
socio-economic progress, the promotion of the well-being of people, peaceful and steady
development of the community, and the development of the University. They are Dr.
Cheng Hoi-chuen, Vincent, distinguished banker and chairman of The Hongkong and
Shanghai Banking Corporation Ltd.; Prof. King Yeo-chi, Ambrose, renowned sociologist
and former vice-chancellor of the University; Prof. Li Yihyuan, famous anthropologist,
an academician of Academia Sinica in Taiwan and chairman of the Chiang Ching Kuo
Foundation for International Scholarly Exchange; Dr. Lien Chan, a statesman of eminence
and honorary chairman of the Kuomintang; Dr. Richard ]. Roberts, eminent molecular
biologist and Nobel Laureate in Physiology or Medicine in 1993; and Dr. Wang Daohan,
a most respected senior statesman and president of the Association for Relations Across
the Taiwan Strait.

Prof. Ambrose King, Dr. Lien Chan and Dr. Wang Daohan were conferred the degree
of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa. Dr. Richard J. Roberts received the degree of Doctor
of Science, honoris causa. Dr. Vincent Cheng and Prof. Li Yihyuan were each awarded
the degree of Doctor of Social Science, honoris causa.

Their citations were written and delivered by Prof. David Parker, Prof. Serena Jin
and Prof. Samuel Cheung. Prof. Ambrose King addressed the graduates. Prof. Li Yihyuan
and Dr. Wang Daohan were not able to attend the ceremony due to personal reasons.

In the afternoon, the four constituent colleges held graduation ceremonies for their
students. The master’s degree graduation ceremony was held in three sessions on 9th
December.

(From left) Dr chbard ] Roberts, Dr Lien Chan, Prof. Ambrose ng, as d Dr Vmcent Cbeng
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Cheng Yu Tung Foundation Donates
HK$30 Million to the University_

The University has received a magnanimous
donation of HK$30 million from the Cheng Yu
Tung Foundation. The donation will be used to
support academic and research development,
and to promote academic exchange.

K &

'FHONG KonG

r. Edgar Cheng (left), CUHK Council chairman, and
Dr. Cheng Yu Tung

CUHK Students Bag Top Award in
National Technological Competition

Students of the Chinese University captured the
Hong Kong and Macau Cup in the 9th Challenge
Cup held at Fudan University, Shanghai, from
19th to 23rd November 2005. The challenge
cup, which pools innovative talent from all over
China, is considered the premier biannual
national competition of extra-curricular
technological projects of university students. The
University also won the top award in the
previous competition held in 2003 in
Guangzhou.

For details, please visit http:/lwww.cuhk.
edu.hk/enews/.
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British Consul-General Speaks on
UK’s Role in the EU

r. Stephen Bradley, British
Consul-General in Hong
Kong, delivered a lecture entitled
‘The UK in the EU’ on 1st December
at the lecture theatre of the William
M.W. Mong Engineering Building.
In the lecture, Mr. Bradley
provided a personal and thought
provoking overview of the reasons
why the European Union has
become ‘the greatest economic and
political success story of the last 50
years’. Referencing from Lord
Patten’s recent book Not Quite the
Diplomat to the Douglas Adams classic The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy, Mr. Bradley examined the UK’s past and present membership of
the EU — the 25-nation organization that is China’s largest trading partner.
He noted that the UK is firmly part of Europe and should not be seen as
somehow separate when it comes to discerning the ‘European view’.
Mr. Bradley graduated from Balliol College, Oxford University, in
1980. The many distinguished posts he has held over the years include
first secretary, Chancery in Tokyo, marketing director of Guinness Peat
Aviation in Hong Kong, deputy political adviser to the Hong Kong
government, associate director of Lloyd George Investment Management,
French desk of the Western European Department of the FCO, director of
trade and investment promotion in Paris, and minister, deputy head of
mission and consul-general in Beijing.

Support for Three Projects

he following three research projects undertaken by faculty
members of the University have succeeded in attracting funding
support from the Germany/Hong Kong Joint Research Scheme:

e Role of Adipose-derived Vasoactive Products in Vascular
Dysfunction (HK$15,800)

Principal investigator: Prof. Huang Yu (Department of Physiology)

e Doping of One Dimensional Nanostructures and Their
Luminescence Property Study (HK$30,000)

Principal investigator: Prof. Li Quan (Department of Physics)

e Functional Magnetic Resonance and Optical Imaging of Brain
Activity During Preattentive Detection of Bound Stimulus
Features (HK$29,600)

Principal investigator: Prof. Trevor Penny (Department of Psychology)

New Centre to Improve Care for Seniors

bout 70 per cent and 95 per cent of

elderly living in domestic households
and institutions respectively are reported to
suffer from chronic diseases. The promotion
of healthy ageing, therefore, would bring
huge benefits not only to the elderly but the
community at large.

With a generous donation of HK$10
million from the S.H. Ho Foundation Ltd.,
the multidisciplinary S.H. Ho Centre for
Gerontology and Geriatrics has been
established in the School of Public Health of
the Faculty of Medicine. The donation will
go towards supporting training programmes
and funding research projects.

The naming ceremony of the centre was
held on 1st December. Officiating at the
ceremony were Dr. David Ho, chairman of
the S.H. Ho Foundation, Prof. Lawrence J.
Lau, vice-chancellor of the University, Prof.
T.F. Fok, dean of the Faculty of Medicine,
Prof. Joseph Sung, chairman of the
Department of Medicine and Therapeutics,

Prof. Sian Griffiths, director of the School of
Public Health, and Prof. Jean Woo, director
of the S.H. Ho Centre for Gerontology and
Geriatrics.

Thanking the foundation for its
generosity, Prof. Jean Woo, ‘[The donation]
reflects their foresight about the importance
of healthy ageing in our community and is
also a great compliment to our past
achievements.”

Gerontology and geriatrics have been
areas of excellence at the University. Since
the mid-1980s, various departments at the
Faculty of Medicine have researched
extensively into chronic diseases, health
education and services for the elderly.
Building on existing expertise of the Faculty
of Medicine, the centre will enhance research
and training for clinicians and other
professionals involved in elderly care and
promote community education in the areas
of health promotion and maintenance,
disease knowledge and self-management.

Endoscopy in the Limelight

R

Going For Gold!

School of Law Breaks Learning Record

he School of Law of the University

introduces to secondary school students
the magic of law through the first ever online
game, an exciting development in legal
education — with the promise of a golden
future for law students.

Secondary school teams can compete in
The Gold Rush: Mining the Law of the School
of Law at CUHK. The winning team will be
awarded the Sir T.L. Yang Champions Cup
and $25,000 to be used for educational
purposes.

Law teaching in Hong Kong has been
severely criticized in the past for its repetitive

style and its emphasis on rote learning. To
encourage students to study law, The Cold
Rush was developed by the school as part of
its efforts to innovate law teaching and
learning. This imaginative education tool will
show how learning about law can be made
exciting, interactive, and fun.

The Gold Rush is the product of a team
effort led by Prof. Marlene Le Brun and
Prof. Mike McConville, director of the
School of Law. They demonstrated the
power and fun of this innovative online
game to the media on 30th November in
the Pi Ch’iu Building.

(From left) Mrs. Anne Carver, professional consultant, Prof. Mike McConville, and Mys. Diana Ying, planning
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officer, of the School of Law; and Mr. Anton Lam of the ITSC at a press conference

(From left) Prof. Joseph Sung, Dr. James Lau, Prof. Leung Wai-keung, and Prof. Enders
Ng

he 20th International Workshop on Therapeutic Endoscopy was hosted

by the Endoscopy Centre of the University from 6th to 7th December
2005 at the Postgraduate Education Centre, Prince of Wales Hospital.
Entitled ‘Changing the Practice in Gl Disease’, this year’s workshop
underpinned the evolution of endoscopy over the years — from a purely
diagnostic to a therapeutic tool.

On 5th December, the Institute of Digestive Disease held a press
conference to introduce the latest developments in the field, including
live demonstrations of ‘capsule” endoscopy and endo-cytoscopy. Speakers
included Prof. Joseph Sung, director of the Institute of Digestive Diseases,
Prof. Leung Wai-keung of the Department of Medicine and Therapeutics,
Dr. James Lau, director of the Endoscopy Centre, Prof. Enders Ng, head of
the Division of Upper Gastrointestinal Surgery, and Prof. Philip Chiu of
the Department of Surgery.
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Prof. Edward Ng

Pioneering Study on Hong Kong'’s
Stagnant Air

Canopies in Mongkok have not been
dancing enough, according to a study led
by the Department of Architecture of the
Chinese University for the setting up of
an assessment system for air movement
to be used in planning developments, just
as traffic and infrastructure studies are
already in place. The study was
commissioned by Planning Department
of the Hong Kong government in October
2003 as a pledge to tackle Hong Kong’s
wind problem upfront due to lessons
learnt from SARS and now made all the
more pertinent by the looming threat of
avian influenza. In fact it was the then
Chief Secretary, Donald Tsang’s Team
Clean, set up after the SARS outbreak,
which suggested the need to examine
‘the practicality of stipulating air
ventilation assessment as one of the
considerations...for all major
development or redevelopment
proposals and in future planning.’

The reasons for Mongkok’s malaise
have been found to include narrow
streets, the presence of tall, densely
packed buildings, and the lack of
breathing spaces for people and
structures alike. Poor ventilation has over
time led to temperature rises,
concentration of pollutants, making
urban areas like Mongkok a hotbed of
disease and discontent.

Labyrinthine Urban Design

A city’s ventilation is affected by wind
speed and direction, building height and
layout of buildings. Chief investigator of
the study, Prof. Edward Ng of the
Department of Architecture, said it was
unprecedented for densely populated,
sub-tropical cities. Mongkok and Tseung
Kwan O were quoted as typical examples
of a metro area and a new town for
discussion and eminent international
scholars were asked to provide a
qualitative assessment of the territory’s
urban environment. Ng stressed that the
study was more about seeking good
design for Hong Kong’s wind
environment than trying to prohibit
anything.

Making reference to state-of-the-art
wind science, the study found the main
culprits of stagnant city air to be the
prevalence of tight and narrow streets not
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aligned with prevailing winds and
flanked by very tall, bulky buildings. The
concentration of such buildings act as a
windbreak and their uniformity in height
results in wind skimming over the top.
Airpaths are further restricted by the
absence of open spaces, minimal gaps
between buildings, excessive podium
structures, and obstruction on streets.
There is also a general lack of greenery.

Wind-friendly Recommendations

Guidelines proposed include creating
roads, open spaces and corridors of low-
rises so that wind can penetrate the urban
fabric. Major roads should be aligned
parallel to the prevailing wind direction,
and, where possible, open spaces should
be linked and aligned to form
breezeways. And any wind problem
along the waterfront should be dealt with
locally so that sea breeze is not
obstructed.

Building heights should be stepped
in rows to create better wind at higher
levels while podia should be avoided.
Hong Kong’s ubiquitous podium
structures are not desirable from the

An array of main streets, wide main avenues and/
or breezeways should be aligned in parallel, or not
more than 30 degrees to the prevailing wind
direction, in order to maximize the penetration
of prevailing wind through the district.

Prevailing Wind Prevailing Wind
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Stagnant
Zone

ho has seen the wind?
Neither I nor you.’

CUHK Leads Quest to Save Suffocating Urbanites

As the poet Christina Rossetti wrote two centuries ago, the wind is invisible.
Its presence is often alluded to by the music of a chime, the death of a flame
or the dance of a canopy in Mongkok. And its absence, though not always
immediately noticeable, is implied by a pervading sultriness, insidious
conditions and general malaise.

Height variation should be considered as much as possible with the principle that the height should
decrease towards the source of the prevailing wind. The stepped height concept can help optimize the

wind capturing potential of the development itself-

viewpoint of street-level ventilation as
they not only block most of the wind to
pedestrians but also minimize the ‘air
volume’ near the pedestrian level.

Proper orientation and layout of the
buildings with adequate gaps between
buildings are necessary. Block
arrangement should be staggered such
that those behind are able to receive the
wind penetrating through the gaps
between blocks in the front row. Block
heights should be varied with decreasing
heights towards the source of the
prevailing wind.

The study also recommended the use
of cool materials, i.e. materials
characterized by high solar reflectivity or
high emissivity for pavements, streets and
building facades, and the planting of trees
on urban streets to provide shade and
cooling.

Guidelines Adopted by
Government

In December 2005, the Planning
Department issued draft design
guidelines based on the study’s
recommendations. While it is not
mandatory for developers to follow these
guidelines, the government has

requested quasi-official organizations
such as the Urban Renewal Authority, the
Housing Authority, and the two railway
companies to include assessments of air
movement when planning developments.

The first candidate to apply the
assessment is the site of the former Kai
Tak Airport and Ng has been appointed
adviser to the master planners of City
Planning — Maunsell/Planning
Department for the site. Other major
government sites like the West Kowloon
Cultural District and the Tamar Site are
in the pipeline. The government will
issue a joint bureau-level technical
circular early next year requiring all
government projects to undergo the
assessment. This is expected to affect
hundreds of projects in the coming few
years.

Buildings will continue to heap up
on Hong Kong’s horizon as the city
continues in its flight path of high-income
urbanization. But with the new
guidelines in place, hopefully, as its
inhabitants sit in their fluorescent-lit
cubicles searching for lost words and
worlds on Google, they will know that
the wind has not forgotten them. i

Piera Chen
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