Vice-Chancellor Leads CUHK
Delegation to Paris

ice-Chancellor Prof. Lawrence J. Lau led a
delegation to Paris from 19th to 24th January
2006 to further the University’s partnerships with

French teaching and research institutions.

The delegation was received by presidents and
other senior leaders of the top Parisian institutions,
including University Paris | — Panthéon-Sorbonne,
Université Paris IV — Sorbonne, HEC School of
Management Paris, Ecole Nationale Supérieure de

Mines de Paris, and Sciences Po (Paris).

A Memorandum of Understanding for by s
Cooperation between CUHK and the Centre National Memorandum of understanding signing ceremony
de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) was signed to

at CNRS

promote research cooperation and scientific

cooperation between CNRS laboratories and departments at CUHK. The first of such projects was
initiated through an agreement for a joint research project on traditional Chinese medicine between
CUHK’s Institute of Chinese Medicine and the CNRS laboratory located at the Ecole Nationale

Supérieure de Chimie de Paris.

The delegation also visited the French

Prof. Lawrence ]. Lau (left) with president of Université Paris IV Ministry of Foreign Affairs and EduFrance

— Sorbonne Prof. Jean-Robert Pitte

mproving the health of populations locally,

nationally and internationally, and strong links
between East and West, were two themes of the
first Open Day of the School of Public Health
of the Chinese University, on 11th
February. The School of Public Health,
which has been reorganized over the
past few months, was host to over 200
students, visitors and staff at its Open
Day at the Prince of Wales Hospital.
The school showcased its teaching and
research as well as the many
collaborative projects that are currently
underway. Visitors took the opportunity
of the exhibitions and information
sessions to find out about the postgraduate courses
run by the school and to discuss options for study
informally with academic staff.

At the start of the Open Day, the Director of
the School of Public Health, Prof. Sian Griffiths
(right), together with associate dean of medicine,
Prof. Joseph Sung (left), unveiled the new logo for
the school. The new logo, which has been created
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to explore how interactions between
French institutions and CUHK could be
further intensified. Pro-vice-chancellor Prof.
Jack Cheng visited INSERM to start
discussions that will lead to research
collaboration in medicine. During the visit,
the vice-chancellor also met with alumni,
outbound exchange students, and other
friends of CUHK.

The delegation included Prof. Jack
Cheng, Prof. Fung Kwok Pui, head of
United College, Prof. Ho Pui Yin of the
Department of History, and Mr. Thomas
Wou, director of academic links.

" " School of Public Health
The Chinese Universiy of Hong Kong
Tool Pk B i R

to convey the importance of integration and
synthesis to public health, is now on display at
the school. The opening ceremony was attended
by guests and colleagues from both the school and
the University, including founding head of the
school, Prof. Lee Shiu Hung, and hospital cluster
chief executive (New Territories East), Dr. Fung
Hong.
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Three Hi-Tech Products
Developed by CUHK Win
Hong Kong Awards for
Industries

A Bluetooth system module, a
photo-editing software for
mobile phones, and an
advanced Sense-and-Respond®
supply chain management
system developed by teachers and students of CUHK have
received the Hong Kong Awards for Industries 2005.

German Ambassador to
China Analyses Sino-German
Relationship

Dr. Volker Stanzel, ambassador
of the Federal Republic of
Germany to China, was invited
by CUHK to deliver a lecture on
campus on 1st March 2006. The
lecture, entitled ‘Global
Challenges Need Global Answers: Tasks for Germany, Tasks for
China’ was attended by some 200 guests including CUHK staff
and students and consuls-general in Hong Kong.

IS5° For details, please visit http:/fwww.cuhk.edu.hk/enews/.

Eventful CUHK Green Week

4 7T hink Globally, Act Locally, Respond Individually’ was

the theme of the University’s Environmental Protection
Week which opened on 28th February to raise environmental
awareness among CUHK staff and students.

Dr. Sarah Liao, Secretary for the Environment, Transport
and Works, and Prof. Lawrence J. Lau, vice-chancellor of the
University, officiated at the opening ceremony held on 28th
February in Cho Yiu Hall. Dr. Liao and Prof. Lau presented
appointment certificates to energy conservation coordinators
from different departments of the University. These coordinators
are responsible for promoting energy conservation on campus.

Events of the special week included an energy-wise
workshop, an exhibition, a visit to the Electrical and Mechanical
Services Department, and a flea market selling environment-
friendly and used products.

Dr. Sarah Liao (right 3), Prof. Lawrence Lau (vight 2), and Prof. Lam Kin-
che (left 3), chairman of the University Steering Committee on Environment,
with energy conservation coordinators
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Support for Five Projects

he following projects undertaken by faculty members and staff of the University have
succeeded in attracting funding support from various sources:

¢ Chinese Medicine Anti-diabetic In Vivo Evaluation Programme (HK$4,868,525)
Sponsor: Hong Kong Jockey Club Institute of Chinese Medicine Limited
Principal investigator: Prof. Juliana C.N. Chan (Department of Medicine and Therapeutics)
Co-investigator: Prof. Peter C.Y. Tong

¢ Program Enhancement of CD-ROM and the Screening Exercise of the HKSIF 2006-07
(HK$417,450)

Sponsor: Education and Manpower Bureau
Principal investigator: Prof. Joseph Lau (Centre for Epidemiology and Biostatistics)

¢ Organizing Interschool Putonghua Debate Competition and Producing Instructional

Programme on Debating Technique (HK$140,640)
Sponsor: Language Fund
Principal investigator: Mrs. Winnie Lai Chan Wai-ling (Audio-Visual Division)

e Provision of Influenza Vaccination Coverage and Self-reported Reasons for Not
Receiving Influenza Vaccination among Different Groups of Hong Kong Community
(HK$612,260)

Sponsor: Department of Health, HKSAR
Principal investigator: Prof. Joseph Lau (Centre for Epidemiology and Biostatistics)

e Structural Optimization for High Dynamic Performance in Electronics Manufacturing
Equipment (HK$2,047,000)

Sponsors: Innovation and Technology Fund and ASM Assembly Automation Limited

Principal investigator: Prof. Michael Yu Wang (Department of Automation and Computer-
Aided Engineering)

Co-investigator: Prof. Yao Zhiyang

Engineering Faculty Honours Its Achievers

he Faculty of Engineering held a

ceremony on 4th March 2006 to present
Exemplary Teaching Awards, Outstanding
Thesis Awards, Faculty Service Awards, and
Dean's List certificates to its outstanding
teachers and students. Three alumni invited
to be the guests of honour shared their
experience in engineering study and career
development, and presented the awards.
They were Ms. Olivia Lin, general manager
of Planning and International Affairs, Hong

2 No. 275 19th March 2006

Kong Dragon Airlines Ltd.; Mr. William Yip,
managing director of Dongguan Tai Shan
Electronic Co. Ltd.; and Dr. Alan Lam,
founder and chief technical officer of Sengital
Ltd. This year also saw its first batch of
graduates from the Executive M.Sc.
Programme in Logistics and Supply Chain
Management, offered in Shenzhen. Many
graduates on the Dean’s List came all the way
from mainland China with their family to
attend the ceremony.

Former VC
Speaks on Life
Changing Events

P rof. Charles K. Kao, former vice-
chancellor of the Chinese
University and ‘Father of Optical Fibre
Communications’, delivered a lecture
entitled ‘A Journey of Discovery’ on 2nd
‘March in Shaw College. Prof. Kao was
SirRun Run Shaw Distinguished Visiting
Scholar 2005-06 to the college.
_In his lecture, Prof. Kao gave an
account of what led him to become an
electrical engineer and shared his
experiences in industry with the
audience.

Prof. P.C. Ching (right), head of Shaw College,
presenting a souvenir to Prof. Charles Kao

Service to the Community and International
Organizations

* Prof. Helen Chiu Fung Kam, chairman of the Department of Psychiatry,
has been appointed by the Health, Welfare and Food Bureau as a member
of the Human Organ Transplant Board for one year from 15th February
2006.

« Prof. Leung Ping Chung, professor of orthopaedics and traumatology, has
been re-appointed as a member of the University Grants Committee for
two years from 1st April 2006.

= Prof. Lee Shui Shan, deputy director of the Centre for Emerging Infectious
Diseases, has been invited to be a consultant of the Treatment & Counseling
Service for China National Center for AIDS Control and Prevention
(NCAIDS).

= Prof. Lee Tien Sheng, dean of the Faculty of Business Administration, has
been appointed as a member of the External Advisory Committee in the
School of Business, Sungkyunkwan University for three years from 1st
February 2006.

(Information in this section is provided by the Communications and Public
Relations Office. Contributions should be sent direct to that office for
registration and verification before publication.)

Williams and United Celebrate
Fourth Decade of Exchange

rof. Catharine Hill, provost of Williams College, visited United College

from 22nd to 27th February to mark the 40th anniversary of the student
exchange programme between the two colleges. During her stay, Prof.
Hill delivered a talk entitled ‘The College System in University Education’
at the United College Annual Workshop on 24th February. She also met
with college and University representatives to discuss ways of enhancing
exchange and collaboration between the two institutions.

The workshop took place in the T.C. Cheng Building. The topic was

‘The College System in University Education’. Other speakers included Prof.

Sir James Mirrlees, distinguished professor-at-large of the University; Prof.
Edward Chen, president of Lingnan University; Prof. Wong Suk-ying of the
CUHK Department of Sociology; and Prof. Liu Pak-wai, pro-vice-chancellor
of the University. They spoke on the roles and functions of the college system
and liberal arts education in -
contemporary university education
based on personal experiences.
Ms. Lina Yan, chairperson of the
CUHK Convocation, was the
moderator.

T

Chung Chl Vlsmng Artist 2005-06

exhibitions; he has also
< held a number of solo
exhibitions in Hong Kong,
the mainland, other parts
© of Asia, and the US. His
. works are collected by
museums in Hong Kong,
Beijing, Taipei and Paris.
Mr. Mui’s professional
- positions include council
member of the Chinese
Printmakers Association,
' vice-president of the
Chinese Book Labels
Association, visiting
lecturer of the Print Department of
the Guangzhou Academy of Art,
and member of the Hong Kong's
Writers’ Club. He has received
awards from the Chinese Book
Labels Association, the Taiwan
Woodblock Printing Association,
and the Chinese Printmakers
Association.

M r. Mui Chong-ki, a renowned
printmaker, visited Chung

Chi College as Visiting Artist 2005~
06 from 1st to 15th March.

Mr. Mui received his art
education at the Guangzhou
Academy of Art. Over the last few
decades, he has taken part in
regional and international
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I I aving spent 12 years on a
ranch in Colorado, survived

boarding school in London,
pursued studies at Colorado
College, Denver University and
Harvard University, then travelled
52 countries as a camera-wielding
artist and voyeur, Los Angeles-
based architectural photographer
and artist Elizabeth Gill Lui is now
in Hong Kong as artist-in-residence
at the CUHK Department of
Architecture. Her four-month visit
to the University has been made
possible by an Asian Cultural
Council grant, supported by the
Cypress Group of Hong Kong.

Teaching and Her Chinese

Project

Lui teaches a course on "Visual Thinking
and Design’ in the department to students
who wish to expand through
photography their creative and intuitive
approach to visualization, cognition and
design. The rest of her schedule is
sprinkled with shooting excursions to
rural areas of south-eastern China. These
trips are part of a decade-long project, in
collaboration with Prof. Ho Puay Peng of
the department, to document changes in
China’s village culture.

Lui made her first shooting trip to
China when she accompanied Ho and his
students on their annual field trip in
December 1995. The two had met six
months earlier when Lui was invited by
the Hong Kong Institute of Architects to
stage her exhibition ‘Closed Mondays’ at
Exchange Square. In the following years,
Lui’s shutter has winked at remote
villages in Xiamen, Hangzhou, Suzhou,
Shaoxing, Fujian, and Guangdong,
among other places in China.

Her images capture aspects of China
that are quickly disappearing — not with
nostalgia, but with ‘respect for the
Chinese spirit and how Chinese culture
has endured and adapted’. ‘One cannot
be too romantic about the past. Things are
bound to change. Globalization started
with the scientific revolution,” Lui
remarked.

‘Three’s a Charm: Selected Works on
the Photography of Traditional Chinese
Architecture” will be featured in an
exhibition opening on 27th of this month
at Uma Gallery, Wanchai.

THE VISUAL
DETECTIVE

Elizabeth Gill Lui,
Artist-in-Residence,
Department of
Architecture

Philosophical Approach to Art
Lui's art and life are infused with a
lifelong interest in religion and culture,
in particular, indigenous peoples and
their belief systems. She majored in
comparative religion at Colorado College
and has a graduate degree in American
Indian Studies from Denver University.
Her interest in Asian culture began in the
early 1970s when she was exposed to
Buddhist teachings at Colorado College.
In her senior year, she spent a semester
in Japan on a Ford Foundation grant to
study tea ceremony. ‘To me, the ideas
behind art are more important than the
art object. The influence of
philosophy on my work has
been lifelong and profound.

I am interested in the
universal nature of
spirituality in all cultures,
such as the similarities
between native American
religion and Chinese religion,
the connection these peoples
have with the earth,” said Lui.
She believes as an artist that her
craft is her spiritual path.

#atwebsite hitp://www.cuhk.edu hi/iso/

From Art to Photography
A fine arts minor at Colorado, Lui’s early
works were dominated by lithography
and engraving, but by her late 20s, she
was using a lot of photography in print-
making. She discovered the power of this
medium and went on to do graduate
work in architectural photography at
Harvard. But in fact, Lui’s lifelong passion
in this art form had been kindled much
earlier, whether consciously or
unconsciously. Ever since she was 10, she
has had her own camera, her first photos
being of the Tudor buildings of the
boarding school she attended in London.
Lui’s early serious photographic
works featured abstract, geometric forms.
This fascination for the aesthetics of
mathematics led her to explore
architecture and the urban environment
as a source for creating images, and this
eventually progressed to an interest in
‘great” architecture.

Museum as an Art Form in Itself
‘I decided to do work on 20th century
museums after an art show I put on in
Chicago.” That was the 1980s. Lui
subsequently received a grant from the
Graham Foundation for Advanced
Studies in the Fine Arts for her project
‘Closed Mondays’ (Nazraeli Press, 1999).
The project took her and her daughter to
different parts of the US, Europe, and
Japan; a book on the work was published
in 1999. Why museums? “The museum is
a symbol of culture, an iconic building of
20th century architecture that is dedicated
to aesthetics as an end in itself. Great
architects are commissioned to do
museums. And when architects get
commissioned to design a museum as
opposed to a bank, for example, they
make an artistic statement of themselves
as architects,” Lui explained.

Over the course of 10 years, she
photographed over 70 world-renowned

T
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museums of different sizes, including
museums dedicated to a single artist and
museums founded by a single collector.
Together, Lui believes, they represent a
cross-section of the signature styles of
famous 20th century architects.

Diplomatic Buildings as a
Cultural Construct

Lui’s next project took the mother-
daughter team to over 50 countries
around the world to capture America’s
diplomatic properties. ‘Diplomatic
buildings are a metaphor for national
identity. The United States has a history
of only 200 years. Diplomatic buildings,
of all things, have been our most
consistent form of cultural export.” The
book on the project, entitled Building
Diplomacy (Cornell University Press,
2004), begins with the country’s first
embassy in Tangier, Morocco — the first
country to recognize the US as an
independent nation — to its latest
embassies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania, built to replace those
destroyed in the bombings of 1998. The
embassies featured in the book are
reflections of the geopolitics of different
eras. For example, those built after World
War II were punctuated by a hope for
peace and democracy; glass was used
generously to give the buildings an open
and inviting feel. After the bombing of
the US Embassy in Beirut in 1983,
congressional laws were passed in favour
of more secure embassies. Now of course,
many believe that one cannot be too
vigilant. ‘Civilians and diplomats are
currently the target of terrorism, so
embassies need to be secured. There have
been more ambassadors killed than
generals.”

As an artist and a pacifist, Lui
believes that diplomacy is something all
countries should be seriously committed
to financially, politically, and culturally,
and hopes that her book will be a step
towards revitalizing diplomacy in the 21st
century.

Lui lives in Los Angeles. America still
remains her favourite country of residence,
with the South of France a close second.
She has her own production company for
documentary films and publishing.
Among other things, it helps young
architects and artists to get published.
When her artistic commitments do not
send her trotting around the globe, she
practises Taichi and dreams of having her
own organic farm and vineyard.

Piera Chen
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So, Ms. Lina Yan and Ms. Margaret Wong
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The Fifth College: An Extra
Option for Our Students

he Chinese University will revert

to a four-year normative curriculum
in 2012, By then, the student population
of CUHK is projected to have risen by
around 3,000 individuals. This averages
out to an overwhelming 3,200 students
per college. After rounds of consultation
and discussion, the University decided
to build one or more new colleges.
Details of this decision have been
described in the Ten-year Strategic Plan.

Laying the Groundwork

In January, the Task Force on New

Colleges, headed by Prof. Liu Pak-wai,

pro-vice-chancellor, visited six overseas

universities with a collegiate system.

They were: Claremont McKenna

College, Harvey Mudd College,

Princeton University and Yale University
- in the US, and the University of
. Cambridge and the University of Oxford
. inthe UK.
The report of the task force on the
- distinguishing characteristics and
| experiences of the six institutions and
. their recommendations for the new
- college was sent to members and alumni
. of the University on 16th (English
' version) and 26th February (Chinese
. version).

Prof. Liu pointed out that the six
colleges being used as references are by

no means identical in terms of

background, resource allocation and

administration, but they had three things
in common: they are small with most
having a student population of 300-600,

almost all of whom live on campus, and
dine in dormitories. ‘The larger a
university is, the more likely the sense
of alienation. The aim of setting up a
college is to nurture a smaller and closer-
knit teacher-student community,” he
explained.

Consultation Ends 31st March

Some students have expressed worries
of elitism over the task force’'s recom-
mendation to charge extra college fees.
Prof. Liu stressed that the fees, if charged,
will only be used to sponsor student
activities.

Prof. Jenny So, member of the task
force, emphasized that the recommen-
dations are but recommendations. ‘I
hope all CUHK members will go over
the contents of the proposal carefully
and give us their feedback. Amendments
will be made accordingly before the
proposal is submitted to the University
for consideration.’ .

Task force members have shared |
their observations and suggestions with |
staff, students, and alumni at the
assemblies of United College and Shaw
College, annual workshops, College
Assemblies of Fellows and student
forums. They will visit other colleges,
meet with students, and hold forums on
campus.

The task force has set up an email
account secretary@cuhk.edu.hk to solicit
comments from CUHK members. The
consultation period will end on 31st
March.
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Some 30 scholars from mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, USA, England, France,
Japan, Korea, and Singapore will present new research on a wide range of issues on
the personality and the times of Zhu Yuanzhang (1328-1398), founder of the Ming
dynasty (1368-1644), from 28th to 30th March in Cho Yiu Hall. The event is
organized by the Centre for Chinese History, Department of History, CUHK; co-
organized by the Center for Early Modern History, Department of History, University
of Minnesota, USA; and sponsored by James P. Geiss Foundation, United College,

CUHK Department of History, and CCK Foundation for International Scholarly
Exchange. Details are available at hAttp:/www.cuhk.edu.hk/his/conf/ming_taizu/.
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Can Teacher Leadership

Contribute to Secondary

School Revitalization in Hong

Kong?

Candice Fung-han Ng

The purpose of this qualitative case study
is to throw light on secondary school
teachers’ perceptions and preferences of
leadership roles in terms of school
revitalization. The focus is on how teacher leaders secure and sustain
their school improvement efforts by negotiating the contradictions
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