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Vice-Chancellor Presents Honorary Doctor of Literature Certificate to
Virtuoso Artist Prof. Wu Guanzhong
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rof. Lawrence J. Lau, Vice-

Chancellor of The Chinese
University, presented the certificate
of Doctor of Literature, honoris causa, |
to Prof. Wu Guanzhong, a virtuoso
of Chinese painting, in Beijing on
26 December 2006. The University
had already conferred the degree of
Doctor of Literature, honoris causa, on
Prof. Wu at its 63rd Congregation for
Conferment of Degrees held on 7 December 2006.
Prof. Wu was unable to attend the ceremony due to
personal reasons. To highlight the importance of the
gesture, Prof. Lau represented CUHK to personally
present the certificate to Prof. Wu in Beijing. The
ceremony was attended by Prof. Wu and Mrs. Wu;
Minister Xu Guanhua, Minister of Science and
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Prof. Wu Guanzhong (left) signing the Roll of Honorary Graduates

Technology, and honorary professor of the CUHK
Faculty of Engineering; Prof. Chen Shupeng,
pioneer in remote sensing and geoinformation
science research in China and honorary graduate

of CUHK in 2006; and Dr. Yang Liwei, astronaut
who commanded China’s first manned space flight
and honorary graduate of CUHK in 2004.
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CUHK Strengthens Ties with Leading

Australian Universities
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Prof. Lawrence J. Lau (right), Vice-Chancellor of CUHK,
presenting souvenir to Prof. lan Chubb, Vice-Chancellor of

Australian National University
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ice-Chancellor Prof. Lawrence J. Lau led a
Vnine—member delegation to Australia from 7
to 11 December 2006 to strengthen the University’s
ties with leading Australian universities. The visit
is part of an outreach programme launched for the

F-N—H

internationalization of CUHK. The delegation visited
Australian National University, the University of
Melbourne and the University of Sydney. They met
with leaders of the universities and key researchers in
their respective fields. A number of exciting prospects
to foster closer collaboration between CUHK and the
three universities are under investigation.

During the visit, the CUHK Alumni Association
Australia received the delegation in Sydney and
some 100 alumni and their family members warmly
welcomed the delegation. The Vice-Chancellor also
met with friends of the University in Australia,
including philanthropist Mr. Alex Yasumoto and
former Prime Minister of Australia the Hon. Robert
Hawke.

The delegationincluded Pro-Vice-Chancellor Prof. Jack
Cheng, Associate Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Registrar
Prof. Billy So, Director of the Epithelial Cell Biology
Research Centre Prof. Chan Hsiao Chang, Associate
Dean (Education) of the Faculty of Engineering Prof.
Chan Lai Wan, Director of the School of Law Prof.
Mike McConville, Chairman of the Department of
English Prof. David Parker, Director of the UGC-
AoE on Plant and Fungal Biotechnology Centre Prof.
Samuel Sun, and Senior Programme Manager of the
Office of Academic Links Ms. Shally Fan. &
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New Four-year Engineering and BA Double Degree Programme
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(From left) Prof. Raymond So, Associate Dean (Undergraduate Studies), Faculty of
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UHK announces that a
Four-year Double Degree
Programme in Engineering and
Business Administration will be

Business Administration, Prof. Wong Kam Fai, Associate Dean (External Affairs), Faculty

of Engineering, Prof. Chan Lai Wan, Associate Dean (Education), Faculty of Engineering,
explaining the details of the new four-year double degree programme
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launched in September 2007. The
programme is jointly offered by
the Faculty of Engineering and
the Faculty of Business Administration and is the first
one of its kind that has no quota limit in admission.

Students will spend the first three years majoring in
engineering and taking additional business courses.
In the fourth year, students would proceed to continue
their studies in the Business School to complete the
second degree in business administration in one year.
The programme offers great flexibility and is designed
for science students who are strong in languages and
analytical skills, at the same time, interested in the
business and financial world. Students from the Early
Admission Scheme (EAS) or Mainland China are

particularly welcome to join this programme.

Prof. Chan Lai Wan, Associate Dean (Education) of the
Faculty of Engineering, said, ‘According to the latest
employment survey, over 80% of CUHK engineering
graduates are working in the commercial and service
sector. Of these, more than 26% have joined the
banking and finance industry, and their job nature
usually involves IT and technical knowledge.’

Graduates of the double degree programme will be
equipped with both strong technical and business
knowledge. This would give the versatility and
flexibility to have successful careers in the emerging
knowledge-based economy.

For details of the Engineering and Business
Administration Double Degree Programme, please
visit www.erg.cuhk.edu.hk/ergbba E
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Details of the following news items are available at
www.cuhk.edu.hkfiso/newslter/
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EMBA Forum — Dr. Ronnie Chan Lectures on HK

Real Estate Market
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2nd Corporate Governance Research Incubator

Information in this section can only
be accessed with CWEM password.
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f ial . Asian Studies at the University of Toronto prior to joining CUHK. He was also Vice-
Professoria APPOIHtment President of the University of Toronto and Principal of the University of Toronto at
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Prof. Shun Kwong-loi has been appointed professor of
philosophy from 2 January 2007.

Music Gateway Lecture Series: Third Lecture
Topic: The Orchestra and Orchestras (Plus the Conductor too!)
Speaker:  Mr. William-Thaddeus Ng (Musician)

Date: 24 January 2007 (1.20 p.m.)

Venue: Sir Run Run Shaw Hall

Organizer: The Office of the Arts Administrator
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Prof. Shun received his M.Phil from the University of
Hong Kong in 1978, his B.Phil. from the University of
Oxford in 1982 and his Ph.D. from Stanford University
in 1986.
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Walking for Health
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Cheng Ming Bldg.
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Science
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Lady Shaw Bldg.
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Ho Sin-Hang
Engineering Bldg.

T oiE & HERRE
To Minutes No.of Energy Consumed
Steps (Kcal )
KB
University Train Station
4 450 29

fAlRAE
Ho Tim Bldg. 5 - -
SREIRSEXE
William M.W. Mong
Engineering Bldg. 4 400 26
BRI K R AR I
Lady Shaw Bldg. S 600 44
SRER I
Mong Man Wai Bldg. 4 450 29
o I
Cheng Ming Bldg. 27 2900 193
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Food Intake

1/4 s
1/4 pc of cake
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1/2 slice of bread
N2Vt

1/2 cup of tea

1 KRS

1 pc of shao mai
3 M

4 oz of vegetable
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Chung Chi
College Chapel
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New Asia Water Tower
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o encourage walking on campus, the University’s Campus

Development Office and Estates Management Office designed a
pedestrian trail which is both scenic and convenient. What's more, it
takes about the same amount of time to cover as would a trip by school
bus from the same starting to finishing points.

Setting out from the train station, the trail winds around Pond Crescent,
passing Ho Tim Building and Chung Chi Road, before reaching the
carpark of the William M.W. Mong Engineering Building 13 minutes
later. For the convenience of commuters of Chung Chi Campus and
Central Campus, the building has a lift that only stops at G/F, 4/F
and 9/F, whisking passengers from G/F to 9/F in a mere 15 seconds.
Passengers can then take the overhead walkway straddling University
Road to the Ho Sin-Hang Engineering Building and Lady Shaw Building.
Along the way, they can enjoy views of the Eastern and Western parts
of the campus. At Lady Shaw Building, they can ascend a staircase to
the University Mall. The trip takes about 17 minutes, approximately the
same as taking the bus.

Crossing the University Mall from Lady Shaw Building, pedestrians
will arrive at the Mong Man Wai Building after a six-minute walk.
From there, they can take the lift to 7/F where they will be greeted by
breathtaking views of Ma On Shan in the distance. Leaving the building,
a few steps across the road take them to Cheng Ming Building of New
Asia College.

The whole distance should take less than 27 minutes.

What the Doctors Say

Doctors recommend engaging in 30 minutes of exercise of medium
intensity to improve health. Walking costs nothing, is suitable for all
ages, and can be carried out at any time. It helps to burn fat, tone muscles
and strengthen bones.

A study which tracks the health of 11,130 Harvard alumni shows that
those who expend 1,000 calories a week (equivalent to walking a half-
hour a day, five days a week) cut their risk of stroke by 24%, while those
who work off 2,000 calories a week (equivalent to walking 60 minutes a
day, five days a week) reduce their risk of stroke by up to 46%. In 2003,
the Hong Kong Medical Association launched the Healthy 8,000 Steps
Campaign which aims at arousing public awareness of the importance
of daily exercise to one’s physical and mental health. The Department
of Health and the Leisure and Cultural Services Department also run a
‘Stair Climbing to Health’ website (stairclimbing.cheu.gov.hk/) to promote
stair-climbing as a form of daily exercise.

The pedestrian trail serves to give commuters a green option to school
buses which remain the primary means of transport on campus. Walking
is not only healthy, it also reduces the burden on buses, keeps the air
fresh and enables campus members to enjoy the marvelous natural
scenery. i
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Jniversity Train Station

IR AT AL > BRI T By 2 H i B (W0 P 3 A R AP A T i
FEETR A o

To promote a walking culture, the Committee of Health Promotion and Protection
is organizing a walking campaign on campus in collaboration with various
departments and units. Details of the campaign will be announced later.
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Breakthrough in Foetal Down’s Syndrome Testing
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(From left) Prof. Rossa Chiu Wai Kwun of the Department of Chemical Pathology, Prof. Tze Kin Lau of the Department of Obstetrics
and Gynaecology, Prof. Dennis Lo Yuk-ming, Director of the Li Ka Shing Institute of Health Sciences, and Dr. Nancy Tsui Bo Yin,

postdoctoral fellow of the Department of Chemical Pathology
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{an-invasive Prenatal Testing of Down’s Syndrome
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of noninvasive prenatal diagnosis. However, the use
of this approach for Down’s syndrome testing has
presented a major challenge to many international
groups currently working in this field.

Prof. Lo’s team has now managed to achieve this
previously elusive goal by detecting RNA molecules
which are copied from a gene located on chromosome
21. Using a novel approach based on the measurement
of the ratio of such RNA molecules copied from gene
copies which the foetus has inherited from the father
and mother, Prof. Lo and his team have achieved the
noninvasive prenatal detection of Down’s syndrome.
In cases which can be analysed by this method, the
sensitivity and specificity of the test are 90% and
96.5%, respectively. These figures represent the highest
yet reported for a single test. While the current, still
experimental test can only be used for a proportion of
tested cases, this would theoretically half the number of
invasive tests needed for Down’s syndrome testing. It
is anticipated that with further refinement, this test will
be ready for routine utilization in the next few years.

The novel Down’s syndrome testing strategy
developed by CUHK has the following advantages:

* Direct noninvasive detection of fetal Down'’s
syndrome from a mother’s blood sample

* As a stand-alone test, can already achieve similar
diagnostic accuracy as the conventional strategy
that employs multiple testing components

¢ Can potentially save some normal pregnancies
from the need for invasive genetic testing

o HE L MR A SR S * Unlike the testing of blood hormones, the test
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profile does not change with the progression of
pregnancy. Therefore, a woman can be tested
during any time of her pregnancy.

 Results can be released in a much shorter time-
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revolutionary approach

for the noninvasive
prenatal testing of Down’s
syndrome developed by a
team led by Prof. Dennis
Lo Yuk-ming from the Li
Ka Shing Institute of Health
Sciences of the Faculty of
Medicine was reported in
the latest issue of the top
biomedical journal Nature
Medicine. This
was supported by

research
the
Innovation and Technology
Fund of the Hong Kong SAR
Government and the Chair
Professorship Scheme of the
Li Ka Shing Foundation.

In 1997, Prof. Lo and his
research team discovered for
the first time in the world the
presence of foetal DNA in
the blood plasma of pregnant
women. This discovery has
opened up new possibilities

frame than conventional genetic testing, especially
those which are based on fetal cell culture.
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The CUHK Newsletter is published on a fortnightly basis except during the Chinese New
Year and summer vacation. Deadlines for contribution can be found at www.cuhk.edu.
hk/iso/newslter/.

2. KiamalHEEPXAREEFAE (PA@H) FES (352609 8584/2609 8681 -
{EE2603 6864 *+ EEF pub2@uab.cuhk.edu.hk) °
All contributions should be sent to the Editor, CUHK Newsletter, Information Services
Office, The Chinese University of Hong Kong (tel. 2609 8584/2609 8681; fax. 2603
6864; e-mail pub2@uab.cuhk.edu.hk).
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The Editor reserves the right to decline contributions and to edit all articles.
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