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CUHK Students Bring Hope to Children in Rural China
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In 2005, Kiang Ngai-sze Karen, a student of architecture at CUHK, took part in
a project by Prof. Edward Ng in the Department of Architecture to build a bridge

for a remote village in China. A year later, Karen initiated her own project on the

mainland, jointly with classmate Yim Ying Kit Louis.

The objective of the project ‘A School to Learn’is to build new premises for

Hongdeng Primary School in Hongdeng village, one of the poorest villages in the

Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region in South-western China. Not only did this final-year
project of the Master of Architecture Programme at CUHK bring hope to students in the village, it

also won a Special Award at the 10th Challenge Cup.
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l < aren, a graduating Master’s

student in architecture,
had made the acquaintance
of Dr. Nicolas Yeung, founder
of the Construction Industry

Institute—Hong Kong, through

Prof. Edward Ng's project. Dr. Yeung had wanted to
build a school for the Hong Yao ethnic minority in
Guangxi Province, so Karen and Louis accompanied

him to Hongdeng village, home to more than 900 Hong

Yao people, for a visit.

Karen and Louis were stunned by
the magnificence of the landscape,
the terraced fields, and the villagers’
hospitality. The village school, however,
was dilapidated and could only
accommodate very few students. Many
children had to hike several hours daily
along rugged mountain paths to another
school miles away. Karen and Louis
therefore proposed to the village head to

build a new school.

The traditional houses in the village are made

of wood and raised on stilts to keep them safe

(4% F & To be continued)
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from flooding. They are constructed without nails or
concrete, using traditional mortise and tenon joints.
Drawing upon their architectural knowledge, Karen
and Louis studied local mortise and tenon structures,
made adjustments based on scientific calculations,
and designed a simple wooden structure that
allowed for maximum loading. They also took care
of other aspects of the project, such as fund-raising,
site selection, construction, and negotiation with

different units.

Louis explained, ‘The design took into account the
traditional architectural style of the village, and made
use of materials available locally. Heavy machinery
was not used.” Karen added, ‘The construction
methods were simple. This means that the villagers
can make repairs and even rebuild the school when
the need arises. This is a sustainable approach to

eradicating poverty.’

As the saying goes, ‘Give a man a fish and you feed
him for a day, but teach a man to fish and you feed
him for a lifetime’. With this unique vision, they

raised over HK$500,000 for the project.

Karen and Louis paid several visits to the village.
They searched for carpentry masters to teach them the

ancient joining technique which they, in turn, taught

the villagers. They also sourced building materials. The
experience was challenging but it taught them a lot.
“We integrated our knowledge with practical needs. We
took everything into consideration, including theory,
practicality, villagers’ needs, environmental issues, and

limitations. We revised the proposal repeatedly.’

Besides building the school, the two were joined by
students from other institutions in Hong Kong in
teaching the children basic hygiene and sanitation.
Karen and Louis graduated last year but they will stay
on the project to witness the completion of the new

school premises in the coming summer.
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Hongdeng village lies 500 metres above sea level and
can only be reached on foot through a long and bumpy
road. It took Louis and Karen two-and-a-half days to go
from Hong Kong to the village—16.5 hours by train to
Guilin, five hours by coach to Rongshui County, three
hours by van to Da Lang, then another three hours on
foot to the village.

Visitors are rare in the remote village. Karen and Louis
were the first two to stay overnight. The villagers
received them warmly. The village head said the
children were eager to learn Putonghua so they could

communicate with the two visitors from Hong Kong.

CUHK Clinches
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From left: Karen Kiang, Louis Yim, and Chan Ngai-ching
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Third Regional Championship in Challenge Cup
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The Chinese University swept top awards in the

Hong Kong and Macau Cup of the 10th Challenge

Cup National Competition of the Chinese College

Students” Extracurricular Academic and Scientific
Achievements with its projects ‘A School to Learn’
and ‘Millimetre-Scale Turning Centre’. The cup
is considered the premier biennial national
competiton of extra—curricular technological
projects. The University was the first institution
to win the Hong Kong and Macau Cup for three
years in a row, since 1997.

The 10th Challenge Cup was held at Nankai
University, Tianjin, from 15 to 19 November.
It attracted the participation of over 1,000
mainland institutions, including all national key
institutions, and over 20 institutions from Hong
Kong, Macau, Taiwan and Singapore. About 900
entries made it to the final. CUHK projects won
both of the Special Awards presented to the top

[ 247 a3t
The model of ‘A School to Learn’

two entries of the 56 from Hong Kong and Macau. Of
the other four entries from CUHK, one received the First
Award and three received the Third Award.

Karen thanked different units of CUHK for their help,
and in particular, Prof. Edward Ng at the Department
of Architecture who she said lobbied the department to
let them submit a joint, rather than individual, final-year
project. She also thanked Prof. Jack Cheng, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Wong Nai-ching Henry, Professor of
Chemistry, and Prof. Leung Kwong-sak, Professor of
Computer Science and Engineering, for recommending
the project to represent CUHK in the Challenge Cup.

The other project receiving a Special Award was
‘Millimetre-Scale Turning Centre (MMT)’, designed by
Chan Ngai-ching, a Master’s student in automation and
computer-aided engineering. The MMT centre, despite its
smallsize, is capable of machining miniature components
with complicated features such as mechanical watch
components and semi-conductors.

The University will hold an exhibition on ‘Student
Achievements in Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Exhibition 2007" from 29 January to 4 February at
the University Library Exhibition Hall to showcase
the winning projects of the Challenge Cup and other
innovation competitions. &
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Six Students Trained by Science Faculty
Excel in International Olympiad

wai, Wong Tin-wai, Fung Jun-hou, and Kwan Chin-wai
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Science Faculty Trainers
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Dr. Chung Kwok-cheong, instructor, Department of
Biology

o ALEL R R AR B K 35 1 £
Dr. Chan Wing-fat, senior instructor, Department of
Chemistry

o fLE RGP i+
Dr. Cheung Yu-san, instructor, Department of
Chemistry

o (LB R SRR s 2E I £
Dr. Mak Kin-wah, senior instructor, Department of
Chemistry

o BRSO R 1
Dr. Cheng Kai-ming, senior instructor, Department of
Physics

o WA RN I 1
Dr. Pang Kam-moon, instructor, Department of
Physics

o WA R SRR L AR
Dr. Wong Wing-hung, senior instructor, Department
of Physics
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Junior Science Olympiad Hong Kong team (from left): Chow Him-wo, Tong Hok-fung, So Yik-
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Medalists of the Hong Kong Team
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Tong Hok-fung Queen’s College S4 Silver
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Chow Him-wo King’s College S4 Bronze
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Fung Jun-hou Canadian International  S4 Bronze
School of Hong Kong
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Kwan Chin-wai  Ying Wa College S3 Bronze
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So Yik-wai Diocesan Girls’ School | S3 Bronze
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Wong Tin-wai Baptist Lui Ming Choi S4 Bronze
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‘Studying can be fun.’

ix gifted secondary science students trained by the
SScience Faculty of the University won one silver
and five bronze medals for Hong Kong in the Fourth
International Junior Science Olympiad (IJSO), held in
Taipei from 2 to 11 December 2007.

The IJSO syllabus, adapted from the International
Baccalaureate Programme for 15-year-old students,
covered topics in physics, chemistry and biology up
to Secondary 6 level. This was Hong Kong’s second
year at IJSO. The Faculty of Science was commissioned
by the Education Bureau last year to train 52 selected
gifted students. Prof. Dennis K.P. Ng, associate dean of
the Faculty, was the coordinator of the trainers, while
seven instructors from the Departments of Biology,
Chemistry, and Physics were responsible for designing
and teaching the six-month (160 hours) intensive

training course.

Most of the classes took place at the weekends and
during the summer holiday. Students also received
training in laboratories so they could ground theory in
practice. Opening last July, the course took place in three
phases. After each phase, students were selected to take
part in the next one. Then six students were chosen to
represent Hong Kong in the Olympiad.

The 200 gifted participants in the Olympiad came from
38 countries and regions. The average age of the Hong
Kong representatives was only 15, yet they surpassed
last year’s performance. Prof. Ng said, “This proves
that Hong Kong’s secondary students have a good
science foundation. The Faculty of Science has always
contributed to the development of quality education
in Hong Kong. We have accumulated much experience
in training gifted secondary students and promoting

popular science education.”

The Faculty has received funding from the Education
Bureau to start two free courses for gifted Secondary
6 students. ‘Perspectives on Life’, to take place from
February to May, has a quota of 100 students and will
be of a similar level to a Year 1 course at university.
Graduates of the course who are admitted to the
Chinese University can apply for exemption of two
credits. “Glimpses of the Oceans’, to take place from
28 July to 1 August, has a quota of 25 students. They will
receive intensive training at a day-camp and will make
field trips to the seashore. Graduates of this course can
apply for exemption of one credit upon admission to
the Chinese University. £
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Dr. Mak Kin-wah, senior instructor at the Department
of Chemistry, was one of the trainers. He was also
responsible for taking the six representatives to Taipei
for the Olympiad. ‘The students enjoyed the experience
and realized that studying can be fun. We used the
same teaching methods that we use for freshmen and
sophomores. Besides lectures,
there were discussions and

experiments. They learnt a lot.

‘They were also dedicated.
After lunch, they would read
or revise. The local hosts who received them were
impressed by their thirst for knowledge. Even during
a visit to a science museum, they were busy taking
notes and pictures. What's more, they are excellent

pianists!”
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Public Lecture Series for Future Freshmen
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Prof. Fok Tai-fai shares his experience with secondary students
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“ Today’s secondary school students
will  be

tomorrow’s  university
students. Since 2004-05, the Office of
Admissions and Financial Aid (OAFA)
has been holding the Public Lecture
Series for Secondary School Students.
There are about four lectures in every
semester, and teachers and students of
over 400 secondary schools are invited
to attend. The lectures serve to give
secondary students a better idea of the
University and the research directions of
their favorite disciplines. Hosted by the
teachers from the eight Faculties, their
topics are interesting and relevant to daily
life. The last three lectures held last year
attracted a packed audience of about 240

on average.

Hong Kong’s Future as a Financial Hub

On 24 October 2007, Prof. So Wai-man Raymond from
the Department of Finance gave a lecture entitled
‘Keeping the Crown Jewel Shine’. Using a humorous
approach, his talk aimed at encouraging students to
think about their studies and future employment. At
the end of his talk, he gave them a question to consider
after they graduate from university 10 years down the
road, and that is, how they would strengthen Hong

Kong’s status as an international financial centre.

What Is Being a Doctor All About?

On 9 November 2007, Prof. Fok Tai-fai, dean of
the Faculty of Medicine, delivered a lively lecture
entitled ‘The Road to Be a Healer’. He made the
point that doctors should not only have the ability to
treat or cure, they should also possess the traditional
Chinese virtues of benevolence, righteousness,
propriety, wisdom, and integrity, and of paramount
importance, the spirit of sacrifice. A Secondary 5
student commented after the lecture, ‘Before, I had
thought a doctor only needed to diagnose illnesses.
Now I know they also need to behave in a professional

and ethical way.’

Geographer’s Approach to Environmental
Problems

On 19 December 2007, Prof. Leung Yee, Professor
of Geography, gave a lecture on ‘Solving Pressing
Problems in the Human-Land-Air-Sea System: the
Geographers’ Approach’. He touched on the topics
of global warming, environmental protection and
urbanization, pointing out the problems caused by
developing countries which can only be solved by a
change in consumption, improvements in resource
management, and efforts at achieving sustainable
development. In particular, he reminded the students
that the 20th century is the warmest century in the
past 1,000 years.

Forthcoming Lectures

The OAFA will organize two lectures on 23 January
and 25 February. Prof. Chan King-ming from the
Department of Biochemistry and Prof. David Faure,
Professor of History, will speak on ‘Global Warming:
Challenges and Solutions’ and ‘“What Happened
During the 1911 Revolution?” respectively. ]
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Details of the following news are available at www.cuhk.edu.hk/iso/newslter/
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Flagship Course on
Health Sector Reform
and Sustainable
Financing for China
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School of
Public Health
Graduation
Ceremony
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Institute of Chinese Medicine Co-
organizes ‘Promotion of Traditional
Chinese Medicine in China — Hong
Kong’ Programmes
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Hong Kong Teachers Table Tennis Championship a
Great Success
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Workshop on
Optimization and
Signal Processing
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International Conference on Heritage Conservation and the
Prehistoric Archaeology of South China
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CUHK Top Scorer Wins Scholarship to Oxford
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an Ching-yeung Karita (New Asia College), a final-
Kyear student at the Department of Philosophy,
has been awarded the Esther Yewpick Lee Millennium
Scholarship to pursue a Master’s degree in politics at the

University of Oxford starting in September this year.

Karita had scored 8As in the HKCEE and been admitted
to CUHK through the Early Admissions Scheme after
completing Secondary 6.

Karita had identified herself as a member of the
University long before she was admitted. Her father
and uncle are respectively alumni of the Department of
History and the Department of Physics. To her, CUHK
professors are not only excellent lecturers. ‘They also
care about my personal growth and encourage me to
reflect on the meaning of life and the problems facing
our society. University and college life gave me a lot of

opportunities to grow as a person.’
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CUHK Shines in Mainland Putonghua Debates
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The CUHK team (from left): Zhang Dongshang, Liu Ran and Zhang Kaiwei
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While all CUHK students were busy studying for
the final examinations in late November, the
Mandarin debating team still found time to prepare for

two competitions in November and December.

Their effort paid off—they were the second runner-
up in the 13th Hitachi Cup Mainland Intervarsity

Putonghua Debate Competition, the best result ever
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Besides an academic achiever, Karita is also a young
lady of many talents. She is a gifted English choral
speaker, flautist, pianist, writer, and a dedicated

volunteer.

She hopes to pursue a doctoral degree after completing
her Master’s degree in politics, and eventually commit

herself to education that improves people’s well-being.

The Esther Yewpick Lee Millennium Scholarship is
established with funds from the estate of the late Dr.
Esther Yewpick Lee. The scholarship sponsors an
outstanding graduate of CUHK each year to study
at the University of Oxford. Karita's HK$800,000
scholarship covers tuition and accommodation fees at
Oxford, a personal allowance, transportation expenses
to and from Oxford, and traveling expenses related to

learning. [

achieved by CUHK in the competition. Team members
Zhang Dongshang (Year 2, history) and Liu Ran (Year 2,
sociology) were respectively named best debater in
that competition and another—the 2007 International

Varsity Debate.

Last November, the CUHK team defeated HKU in
the Intervarsity Putonghua Debate Competition 2007
to capture its championship again and represent
Hong Kong in the 13th Hitachi Cup. The cup, which
featured eight participating universities, was held in
December in Shanghai. The participants included Jinan
University, Northeast Forestry University, Shanghai
International Studies University, Soochow University,
Wuhan University of Technology, University of Macau,
and the champion, China University of Political Science

and Law.

Liu Ran, captain of the team, recalled the hardship of
preparing for exams and the debates simultaneously.
She said they would never forget the sleepless nights
spent devising tactics, anticipating the weakness in
their opponents’ arguments, and rehearsing. She
also observed that the mainland teams were good at
theoretical and logical thinking while their forte was
illustrating arguments with statistics and figures. ‘The
judging panel praised us for having a distinctive style
and the courage to use arguments that were critical of

the Government.”

The 2007 International Varsity Debate was held in late
November in Beijing. Six institutions from Hong Kong,
Singapore, Macau, Malaysia, mainland China and
Taiwan took part in the event. Liu Ran was named best

debater again. &
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Another CUHK Professor Elected Member of Chinese
Academy of Engineering
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rof. Xu Yangsheng, Professor of Automation and
PComputer-aided Engineering, has been elected
member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering (CAE)
in December 2007, in recognition of his ground-breaking
achievements in the fields of engineering science and

technology.

A world-renowned expert on robotics, Prof. Xu obtained
his PhD from the University of Pennsylvania in the US
in 1989. Prior to joining CUHK in 1997, he was a faculty
member at the Robotics Institute, School of Computer
Science, Carnegie Mellon University, where he directed
the Space Robotics Laboratory and developed the
world’s first zero-gravity laboratory environment and

various real-time controlled space robot systems.

Prof. Xu has made

the advancement of intelligent control systems in

significant contributions to

China’s space technology, as well as the research and
development of dynamic stable systems, automatic
learning of human control strategy, wearable intelligent

interface, and omni-directional hybrid electric vehicle.

Prof. Xu has published over 270 papers, three
monographs, and one edited work. In addition to
space robotics, he has made ‘down-to-earth’ inventions
that have wide application and vast potential. These
include a “tracking robot’ to help luggage transport and
shopping, ‘intelligent eyeglasses’ offering instantaneous

translation to tourists, “intelligent shoes’ that provide an

B AR () AR e [TEdRaH ]
Prof. Xu Yangsheng (right) and the smart wheelchair

option other than hand control, and a “smart wheelchair’
that improves the quality of life of the physically
challenged.

CAE membership is the highest academic title in
engineering science and technology in China. New
members are elected biennially. Among 484 eligible
nominees for the 2007 election, 33 new members were

elected, with two Hong Kong scientists making the list.

Prof. Xu was elected Academician of the International
Euroasian Academy of Sciences, Fellow of Institute
of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), and a
corresponding member of the International Academy of

Astronautics. &
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CUHK Project on Air Ventilation Assessment Bags Fifth Award
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2005, the recommendations of the project were
adopted by the Government, resulting in a new
section on air ventilation in the Hong Kong
Planning Standards and Guidelines, and a joint
technical circular on air ventilation assessment
system issued by the then Housing, Planning
and Lands Bureau and the then Environment,
Transport and Works Bureau requiring all
government projects to adhere to the assessment
methodology. Government projects assessed
by the AVA system include the planning of the
former Kai Tak airport site and the design of

new Government headquarters buildings at the

Courtesy of Andrew Hendry Photographer

* J Mr. Sunand Prasad
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CUHK research project entitled ‘Feasibility Study
Afor Establishment of Air Ventilation Assessment
(AVA) Method in Hong Kong’ led by Prof. Edward
Ng, professor in the Department of Architecture, was
honoured at the Royal Institute of British Architects

From left: Prof. Jane Rendell, chairlady of the jury panel, Dr. Raymond Yau, director,
Ove Arup and Partners HK Ltd. (advisor of the study), Prof. Edward Ng, Department
of Architecture (leader of CUHK study), and Mr. Sunand Prasad, president of the
Royal Institute of British Architects

(RIBA) Research Awards 2007, held last November in
London. The CUHK project emerged as the first runner-
up in the Outstanding University Led Project category,
among projects by over 100 architecture departments in
universities around the world. This was also the project’s
fifth award.

The project was commissioned by the Planning
Department of the HKSAR Government to address
heightened public demand for better city ventilation
after the outbreak of SARS in 2003. Completed in

Tamar site.
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The study had received four other awards earlier:
the Hong Kong Institute of Architects Research
Award 2005, the inaugural Professional Green
Building Council Grand Award 2006 — Research
and Planning Studies category, the Best Paper
Award of the 23rd International Conference on
Passive and Low Energy Architecture, and the Certificate
of Merit of the Hong Kong Institute of Planners 2006
— Research and Planning Studies category.

Prof. Ng said he is honoured by RIBA’s recognition.
‘More importantly, I am pleased to see that a piece of
academic research is now influencing planning policies
in Hong Kong. I hope our urban environment will
improve and the general public will benefit in the years

to come.’ I
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New ISO Website
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We are pleased to announce that the website

of the Information Services Office (ISO) has
been revamped and re-launched.
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At ISO, we aim at providing timely and

efficient services in the compilation and

dissemination of accurate information about
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Temporary Traffic Arrangement at Campus Circuit for Site
Formation Works at Area 39
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the Chinese University to its members, www.cuhk.edu.hk/iso/ SFOCRREERIRED) o TR Gl < y ol
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retrievable repertoire of University information. More information and databases

will be added from time to time. In order to fulfil our service pledges, we have to
maintain an open loop with the rest of the University community. Your comments and
suggestions, and support through browsing and feeding us information, are therefore
indispensable to the performance of our functions.

REEEERA 5 BB AR
University Library System Opening Hours During
Chinese New Year Holidays

H A Date RE - SHE Hi ERBEEE BEEER
B4 Nok2EZ8* | Architecture Library | Medical Library
UL/CC/NA/UC/
Law Library*

20082 H6H 8:20am—12:30 pm | 9:00 am —12:30 pm | 8:30 am — 12:30 pm

6 February 2008

200852 H7-10H
7-10 February 2008

2008F2H11-12H
11-12 February 2008

CHMEET R CELMMZAARMN  FEMEAEREHEAE -
Please refer to the Law Library homepage for LRC's opening hours during this period.

FA%E Closed FAfE Closed FA%E Closed

9:00 am — 7:00 pm 9:00 am — 5:00 pm 8:30 am — 9:00 pm

Awards

e Prof. Frank Vigneron, Assistant Professor in the Department of Fine Arts, has been
selected as a recipient of the 2006 University Research Prize by RMIT University.

¢ Prof. Dennis Lam Shun-chiu, Professor of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences, and
Prof. Emily Chan Ying-yang, Assistant Professor at the School of Public Health and
the Department of Community and Family Medicine, have been selected for the
first Hong Kong Humanity Award 2007. The award, co-organized by the Hong
Kong Red Cross and Radio Television Hong Kong, is the first award of its kind
in Hong Kong that aims at recognizing individuals who live up to and put into
practice the spirit of humanity.

1. ANHE A BB - RENFEMEHET - Biik A
HRATIRE (www.cuhk.edu.hk/iso/newslter/)
The CUHK Newsletter is published on a fortnightly
basis except during the Chinese New Year and summer
vacation. Deadlines for contributions can be found at

www.cuhk.edu.hk/iso/newslter/. edu.hk).

K5 CUHK Newsletter L

2. RRMBELPHBEBRXAREEAE (P ABHA) wmED (Fi
2609 8681/2609 8589 * {HH 2603 6864 ' B iso@cuhk.edu.hk) °
All contributions should be sent to the Editor, CUHK Newsletter,
Information Services Office, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
(tel. 2609 8681 / 2609 8589; fax. 2603 6864; e-mail iso@cuhk.

extension of campus land
in the area known as Area 39, where the University’s Centralized General Research

Laboratories Complex is proposed to be built.

The Civil Engineering and Development Department (CEDD) will carry out site
formation works, which mainly involve filling of earth to a level of +6.5mPD. To
facilitate and speed up the works so that the first laboratory building in the complex
can be completed by 2012 to cater for the new 3+3+4 curriculum, CEDD proposes a
haul route for fill material transport from Pak Shek Kok to Area 39 via the Eastern Gate
and a section of Campus Circuit. The works, to commence soon, will last for one and
a half years unless extended with the University’s prior approval.

Access by CEDD construction vehicles to Campus Circuit is allowed within the
restricted hours of 9:30 am — 6:30 pm, Monday to Friday, except public holidays and
the University’s special event dates. The volume of construction traffic will not
exceed 21 round trips per hour during the peak construction period. The
average traffic volume will average to about 14 round trips per hour during the
construction period.

Dust mitigation measures including wheel wash, canvas cover on loads and daily
cleaning on Campus Circuit will be implemented. The Noise Control Ordinance will
be strictly complied with. The CEDD and University will closely monitor the level
of noise and dust throughout the period. For enquires, please contact the University
Safety and Environment Office at 9468 8762.

SR ] B g R )
Opening Hours of Eastern Gate

By THERERE > & HREH 20082 H 10 H L » ZERRF B FH > iR L
TR E R R0 > 24ERA -

For the convenience of the University community, the University has decided to extend
the daily opening hours of the Eastern Gate to 7:00 am — 12:00 midnight throughout
the year starting from 10 February 2008.

3. fREEAEMI MR TE R TIE RS o
The Editor reserves the right to decline contributions and to
edit all articles.
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