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Vice-Chancellor’'s Exemplary Teaching Award 2008
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knowledge, the most important task of a teacher is to

he nine recipients shared their keys to teaching

success. They think that apart from teaching
cultivate a sense of curiosity in students. It is essential
for a good teacher to let students explore for themselves
and find answers through their own efforts. In this way
students will develop interest in different disciplines of

knowledge and become lifelong learners.

Just as what Prof. Swati Jhaveri, one of the awardees, said,
‘Teaching is not just about developing knowledge but
also about helping develop a real interest in knowledge.’
When talking about the challenges of teaching, they
agreed that the difficulty is to tackle the difference in the
pace of learning among students. [
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total of 23 teachers and postgraduate students were presented the Vice-Chancellor’s Exemplary

Teaching Award, the Young Researcher Award and the Postgraduate Research Output Award by
Prof. Lawrence J. Lau, Vice-Chancellor of the University on 1 June. The recipients had been subjected
to a stringent process of review and assessment. They were some of the most respected teachers on
campus, the most rigorous researchers in their fields, and the most accomplished postgraduates.

The Vice-Chancellor’s Exemplary Teaching Award has been offered since 1999, and the nine recipients
this year take the total to 73 outstanding educators. The Young Researcher Award was first presented in
2003, and the eight new awardees increase the elite group of recipients to 39. The Postgraduate Research
Output Award (previously Award for the Best Research Output by Research Postgraduate Students) has
been presented to a total of 37 students. £
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Professor Lau (5th left) presenting the awards to (from left) Prof. Cheng Chung-yi (Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Arts), Prof. Jessica
Y.Y. Kwong (Department of Marketing, Faculty of Business Administration), Prof. Cheng Pui-wan (Department of Educational Psychology,
Faculty of Education), Prof. Charlie C.L. Wang (Department of Mechanical and Automation Engineering, Faculty of Engineering),

Prof. Swati Jhaveri (Faculty of Law), Prof. Shekhar Madhukar Kumta (Department of Orthopaedics and Traumatology, Faculty of Medicine),
Prof. Leung Kwok-nam (Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Science), Prof. Leung Wing-leung Patrick (Department of Psychology,
Faculty of Social Science), Prof. Chow Po-chung (Department of Government and Public Administration)
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Professor Lau (centre) and the eight recipients of the award (from left): Prof. Yau Shuk-ting Kinnia
(Department of Japanese Studies, Faculty of Arts), Prof. Fan Po-hung Joseph (School of Accountancy and
Department of Finance, Faculty of Business Administration), Prof. Lau Kit-ling (Department of Curriculum
and Instruction, Faculty of Education), Prof. Jia Jiaya (Department of Computer Science and Engineering,
Faculty of Engineering), Prof. Zhao Yuhong (Faculty of Law), Prof. Fong Tik-pui Daniel (Department of
Orthopaedics and Traumatology, Faculty of Medicine), Prof. Kwan Kin-ming (Department of Biology,
Faculty of Science), Prof. Mak Wing-sze Winnie (Department of Psychology, Faculty of Social Science)
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Postgraduate Research Output Award 2008
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Young Researcher Award 2008
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esearchers should not only work in ivory towers.
RThey should benefit the public with their research
output. Although the eight recipients come from different
Faculties, they share the common goal of striving to
ensure that their research meets society’s needs. Prof.
Mak Wing-sze Winnie, one of the recipients, said,
‘Research is a valuable means of influencing society, we
must do it with sensitivity and integrity.”
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Professor Lau (centre) and the four award recipients (from left): Dr. Wan Chun-ying Lisa (Department

Some say doing research is painful and lonely. But overcoming difficulty also brings
excitement. The six recipients, armed with perseverance, seek solutions to problems

of Marketing, Faculty of Business Administration), Dr. Lun Miu-fan (Department of Chemical
Pathology, Faculty of Medicine), Ms. Li Wing-yen Francisca (Department of Biology, Faculty of

Science), Ms. Zhang Peiyao (Institute of Space and Earth Information Science, Faculty

and make ground-breaking developments in their own fields. It is like what Ms. Li Wing-yen
Francisca, one of the awardees, said, ‘In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity”.

of Social Science). Dr. Liu Yong (Department of History, Faculty of Arts)
and Ms. Qian Haiyan (Department of Educational Administration and

Policy, Faculty of Education) were unable to attend the ceremony
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Senior Counsel on Legal Profession Environment
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Prof. Kenneth Young (right), Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Prof. Mike
McConville (left), Dean, Faculty of Law, present a souvenir to Dr.
Anthony Neoh (centre)
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To celebrate the CUHK Faculty of Law’s fifth year
in existence, having achieved Faculty status and
completed the move to its permanent home in the
Teaching Complex at Western Campus, a commemorative
lecture was held on 15 May 2009, with over 150 guests
in attendance.

A lecture ‘The Changing Environment for the Legal
Profession” was given by Dr. Anthony Neoh SC JP.
Dr. Neoh is a senior member of the Hong Kong Bar
Association, active in civil appellate and international
litigation cases. Dr. Neoh was the chairman of the Planning
Committee of the School of Law.

Guests in attendance included judges, legal practitioners,

legislative council members, university colleagues,

current students and alumni. They were particularly

impressed by the facilities of the Faculty of Law. g
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Global Youth Chinese Literary Award Announced
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The results of the Fourth Global Youth Chinese
Literacy Award for the New Century organized by the
Faculty of Arts was announced. A total of 56 awards were
selected for the positions of champion, first runner-up,
second runner-up, first- and second-class awards, as well
as honourable mentions in three categories—prose, short
story and literary translation. Most of the prizes went
to the mainland candidates while CUHK student Ms.
Cheung Yee-ha of the Department of Chinese Language
and Literature received the first-class award in the short
story category and was one of five winners from Hong
Kong.

The Literary Translation and Creative Writing Workshops
were held on 5 June. Renowned writers and scholars
who served as the final adjudicators shared their
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experience with the participants. They were Prof. Yu
Kwang-chung (4th right), Prof. Lau Shiu-ming Joseph
(7th right), Mr. Ngan Shun-kau (4th left), Prof. Serena Jin
(6th right), Prof. Perng Ching-hsi, Prof. Laurence Wong,
Prof. Wang Anyi (5th left), Mr. Chang Ta-chun (6th left)
and Mr. Liu Yichang. The workshops were attended by
900 secondary school students.

Prof. Yu Kwang-chung spoke on his principle of language
usage in prose-writing. He said he wrote in modern
Chinese most of the time and would shift to classical
Chinese when necessary. He would use slang to make
his writing more captivating and adopt western terms to
express new concepts from the West.

Prof. Wang Anyi and Mr. Chang Ta-chun pointed out
that it is important to develop the habit of reading in
adolescence. The young are more sentimental and the
reading experience will make a long-lasting impression
on them which will have considerable influence on their
creative writing later on. Prof. Serena Jin described a great
translation as an encounter in soul and spirit between the
author and the translator.

The biennial competition targetting tertiary students all
over the world aims at driving the development of youth
literary writting and promoting Chinese culture. This year
it received entries from all over the world—mainland
China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, the Philippines,
Malaysia, the UK, the US, Canada, Australia, France and
the Netherlands. Entries from mainland China accounted
for over 65% of all entries in the categories of prose and
short story, and 83% in translation—the largest of all
participating regions. Hong Kong students made up some
20% of the entries in the prose and short story categories
respectively. &

CUHK to Establish Lab with French Institutions
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UHK has entered into an agreement with the Centre
National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) and
'Ecole Nationale Supérieure de Chimie de Paris (ENSCP)
of France to establish a joint laboratory in traditional

medicine. The joint Laboratory of Molecules from
Traditional Medicine aims to identify new potential
compounds in Chinese medicine that can lead to
the development of safe and effective drugs for the
treatment of multi-drug resistant S. aureus.

Founded in 1939, CNRS is a government-funded

research organization under the administrative
authority of France’s Ministry of Research. It is the
largest fundamental science agency in Europe. The
Institute of Chinese Medicine has had collaborations
with CNRS since 2006 in the areas of research and

academic exchange. &
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Campus Health Ambassadors Visit Nanjing University
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Sixteen Health Ambassadors visited Nanjing University
(NJU) from 15 to 17 May 2009, led by Prof. S.H. Lee,

Emeritus Professor of Community Medicine and Mrs.
Pauline Kan, health education officer of the University
Health Service. Health promotion experiences were
exchanged with NJU Hospital and the NJU Red Cross
Team (Postgraduate).

A welcome dinner was arranged by the NJU Taiwan,
Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office, wherein the
students introduced the health promotional efforts of
their respective universities. In the health promotion
workshop, they exchanged ideas on the approach of
health promotional work in Hong Kong and Nanjing. &4
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Phoenix Ho is the favourite ‘whiz kid’ of the local media. Having
finished primary and secondary schooling in eight years, she

sat for the HKCEE in 2007, obtaining nine distinctions, and was
admitted by the CUHK Faculty of Medicine for a year of foundation
studies, at the age of 14. She will proceed to the second year of the
MB ChB programme in the summer of 2009.

REBEAMGRMY [HE]H?EERE [WE] ERE
S ?
Does anybody call you ‘whiz kid’ now? How do you
feel about this nickname?
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Yes, some of my classmates still do. Usually | answer, ‘Don't
be ridiculous.” | think you must be really gifted to be a whiz
kid. I am just curious about a lot of things. | try to learn as
much as possible and | may be a quick learner. But | don’t

think this tiny advantage qualifies me as a whiz kid.

BREPREEIRE SENERBELTERE
Z RX R THRESRONBME R FLIMTER
FTER - RBUHEBEBERE?
Ever since you received the offer from CUHK, you
have been the focus of the media’s attention and a hot
topic in online discussions. Some of the comments are
rather hostile. How do you feel about that?
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The paparazzi won’t make me lose my temper, but they
deprive me of my time. | remember there were reporters
waiting for two hours outside the classroom on my first day
at CUHK. In that sense, they deserve more sympathy than
me. I'm grateful to some reporters who are CUHK alumni for
showing me how to take the campus shuttle bus. Otherwise |
would have lost my way somewhere between United College
and Shaw College. | still get friendly messages from reporters
from time to time.

| did not read the vicious online attacks when they first
appeared. My secondary school classmates told me about
them. My response was, ‘Really? Ignore them.” When people
choose to babble, | cannot shut them up. | was not angry. It’s
all right to comment on me, but there’s no point to involve
my family. | was a bit unhappy about that. Anyway, like it or
not, things happen. You've got to take it easy.

FLRNTEFENBENBE?

Did your age affect your adaptation to university
life?
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1} My classmates are very
— —

kind to me. The worst
thing about my age is
that | am not old enough
for exchange programmes. |
applied for a Taiwan exchange
programme earlier, thinking
that | would come to know

pe—

— some medical students there.

| think | wrote a pretty decent personal statement for my
application. But to my disappointment, | was rejected because
1 was under 18. | still have over two more years to go.
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The University recently admitted a 13-year-old. What
advice do you have for him?

—EEZRABLEE ERPBEFENSRIFAIAT -EEMH

AAZ—B - BRMERELRE T8 BExREEME
APEEE R - th ZE VRIS - FTUATBE M I - B ARE 18
HMBIEOE AIAEZRRBEE - PIBARAEAMGE—L
B ETE - ER - FRE ] HEEE - MaF R

pill = M L

He should make the most of university life. It’s so different
from secondary school; there is much more freedom for you
to enjoy yourself. We medical students want to have fun too
but our timetable is packed with exams and tests. | believe
non-medical students have more fun. There are five ‘must-
do’s’—be part of the student union, live on campus, skip a
few classes, keep a part-time job and date. You've got to try

them all. But as for dating, it’s better to let fate decide.

AABESIFRRNER?

Has your enthusiasm ever been dampened?
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| can’t really say it was dampened, but the experience was
disheartening enough. There was a cancer patient in his
mid-forties, accompanied by his only relative. The doctor
told him that the cancer cells were proliferating and that
chemotherapy would be the only feasible treatment. If it
turns out to be successful, he may have half to a couple of

years more to live, but the side effect may also lead to a

-
e
sudden fatal deterioration. As the patient was pondering, his
relative told him not to take the risk, but rather accept his
fate, and make good use of his remaining time to fulfil his
wishes and prepare to leave the world in peace. There may
be some truth in her words, but somehow it’s cruel when
they come from a relative. It's sad to see the patient give up
what little hope he had.

6 EBLENSHETEEE?
You chose the medical path. Have you had second
thoughts?
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What frequently comes to my mind is whether | will be fit to
shoulder the responsibilities of a doctor. I'm afraid that my
diagnostic skills won’t be good enough. Take the abdomen
check for example. Pressing too lightly may affect the
accuracy of one’s diagnosis, but pressing too hard may cause
pain to patients. Even if you feel something inside, your
diagnosis could be wrong. | also worry about how to disclose
bad news to patients. Fortunately, | know senior students
who are willing to share their clinical experience with me
and that helps me prepare myself better psychologically. Up
to this very moment, | am still confident that | will become a
medical practitioner.

MERREN FREE?
If not medicine, what would you choose to major
in?

AW R BEUBE R RATHBRBCHIENRE
NP KRB EFEXMOFE—ERRF/ER MATHET
ERME-EEMA (60 FREHRTERZE 2T HEEE
thz— o BIIRARNAER - RIS ITEVGE - 1SR AT AR EE Y
HlE e THBHEMRTRERBEAAT THEREER
HE - EERMSRAERRE ARtfIRRNEEEE
KRT > HPIRATHBMPIAEREE - BT +E BRIFE
BENE BRENLE AIRHEHT—ERBT - AR
BOETHHE

I don’t think there’s anything else. | dreamed of becoming
a lawyer when | was little, but | gave up after realizing that
I’'m not that good in languages. | definitely would end up
crying over piles of legal documents. Actually | considered
teaching, and | think | may take up teaching in the medical
school if | graduate with good results. | think our professors
do not understand our plight because they have forgotten
how it was like to be students. They teach too quickly in
class and we can never catch up. While we are still dwelling
on a topic, they have already jumped to another one. The
experience of constantly chasing after the curriculum is not
at all pleasant.
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‘The name “Phoenix” reminds me that one day I will
transform from a rooster to a phoenix.” ~-Why do you
compare yourself to a rooster?
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I was born in the Year of the Rooster. A rooster can't fly high,
but a phoenix can, and can travel freely and afar. When a
phoenix reaches the age of 500, it will burn to ashes and
be reborn, and its tears have healing power. I'd love to be a
phoenix, possessing perseverance and healing power.

BRERGE RTRANEECHIIRTRET
BE?
You recently lost weight. Are you following the
slimming trend, or are you bothered by vyour
appearance?
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| had a BMI of over 30, which was way too high. | met a
patient with a BMI of over 40 and he had to undergo surgery
to remove fat and trim his stomach. Seeing that, | told myself,
“You can’t go on like that. You have to slim down for health’s
sake.” | can accept being fat and healthy. But in reality,
health is an overruling factor. Being too fat will do no good
to the image of a doctor, right? Be it baby fat or adult fat, it
must go.

1 ROBERE (TITREHAERHER) 2T8E
BEELEA?

Who is your idol, besides Prof. Joseph Sung? Any

great souls in history?
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Engineering Professor Elected IFAC Fellow
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rof. Huang Jie of the Department of Mechanical and
PAutomation Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, has
been elected Fellow of the International Federation of
Automatic Control for his contributions to teaching and
research on nonlinear control theory and design, and
its applications to flight control and guidance, electro-
mechanical systems, and neural systems. This year, nine
scholars were conferred worldwide and Professor Huang is
the only one from Greater China.

Professor Huang'’s research achievement in nonlinear control
theory and design can be widely applied to the flight control
of aircrafts, attitude control of spacecrafts and motion
control of robots. It can significantly improve the stability
and safety of a flying vehicle and the accuracy of robotic
motion control.
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New Haze Removal Technology Wins Best Paper Award
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Prof. Tang Xiaoou (left) and his PhD student, Mr. He Kaiming, of
the Department of Information Engineering

rof. Tang Xiaoou and his PhD student, Mr. He Kaiming,
Pof the Department of Information Engineering, and Dr.
Sun Jian of Microsoft Research Asia, beat some 1,400 papers
submitted by scholars all over the world to win the only
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Oh, then there’s none. It’s not easy to identify someone as
an idol. Grand figures in history or famous politicians are too
distant and too great to be true. | don’t have the opportunity
to know them but | guess there must have been a certain
degree of exaggeration in things said about them. | respect
Professor Sung because he treats everything sincerely and
seriously. He cares for his patients with a loving heart. He
attends to meticulous administrative details in an organized
manner. He gives students his full support in everything
they do, be it Shaw College or Faculty or student association
activities. | was invited to his house and found that he’s
equally good to his family. How difficult it is for someone to
attend whole-heartedly to all these aspects at the same time.

Yet he can do it. k&

L
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Newly-elected IFAC Fellow Prof. Huang Jie

Professor Huang was elected IEEE fellow in 2004 and
received the Croucher Senior Research Fellowship in 2006.
He has served in different editorial positions at various
international journals. He was also a member of the Board
of Governors and Distinguished Lecturer of the IEEE Control

FaE

Systems Society. ki

Best Paper Award for the paper entitled ‘Single Image Haze
Removal Using Dark Channel Prior’ at the prestigious IEEE
Conference on Computer Vision and Pattern Recognition
(CVPR) 2009. It is the first time ever for Asians to receive
this top honour since the establishment of the conference 25
years ago.

The paper was awarded for its unprecedented findings on the
characteristics of ‘hazy images’, referring to blurred photos
degraded by fog or smoke. Photos taken on days with a high
Air Pollution Index look misty due to abundant suspended
particulates in the air. The authors of the paper collected
and systematically analysed a large number of hazy and
haze-free photos. A statistical law of dark channel prior was
discovered to estimate the thickness of haze. According to
this law, haze removal can be achieved by locally recovering
the colours at different regions of the photo with reference to
the thickness of haze. After processing, the photos will look
as if they were taken on a sunny day.

The haze removal technology has important and extensive
applications in photo processing, outdoor CCTV systems
and analysis of satellite images. The technology can
also be applied to estimate the corresponding distances
between different objects in a photo, enabling 2D pictures
to be converted to 3D models, and is considered another

significant breakthrough in the field. &
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Emeritus Professor
MR BRI BN S BL BRI LA B2009F8 A1HRERK

Prof. Lee Pui-leung Rance has been awarded the title of Emeritus

Professor of Sociology with effect from 1 August 2009.

FEBEERIR

Professorial Appointment

REZERBEURRAEVMEZERLME
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Prof. Chan Wai-yee has been appointed Professor of Biomedical Sciences, School of
Biomedical Sciences with effect from 1 June 2009. He is also appointed as director of the
newly-established School of Biomedical Sciences.

Professor Chan obtained his BSc in Chemistry from CUHK in 1974 and his PhD in
Biochemistry from the University of Florida in 1977. He was previously Professor of
Pediatrics, Adjunct Professors of Biochemistry, Molecular and Cellular Biology at the
Georgetown University, USA. He served as the head and principal investigator of the
Section on Developmental Genomics, National Institute of Child Health and Human
Development, National Institutes of Health, before joining CUHK.

SV EEERT YL

School of Biomedical Sciences Established

BERE TUEER—MINER - EYLER EREEZRABEZ—P N6 A1AER
EHABEMBELR DS BB AR ABRIL I N = = N5 E SRRy eE & o 37
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Strategically riding on the expansion entailing the increase in medical student intake

RICRER MENMKHED

and the implementation of the 3+3+4 curriculum, the School of Biomedical Sciences
was established under the Medical Faculty on 1 June through the re-organization of
research and teaching programmes in the existing pre-clinical departments of Anatomy,
Biochemistry (Medicine), Pharmacology and Physiology. Headed by Prof. Chan Wai-
yee, the school will provide state-of-the-art research facilities and laboratories, and foster
cutting-edge basic and translational research addressing key problems in human health
and diseases.

Itis the vision of the school to become a world recognized leader in biomedical sciences, in
particular, in stem cell and regeneration; neuro-degeneration and development; vascular
and metabolic biology; cancer biology and inflammation; development, reproduction
and endocrinology.
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Employment Visa Extension
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Staff members who do not hold the right of abode in Hong Kong are reminded to check

the validity of their employment visas. They should arrange to renew their employment
visas within four weeks prior to the expiry date. An application for extension of the

BMERBNMETE
BB AERE AR

employment visa requires a sponsorship letter from the University to certify the
applicant’s employment status. Staff members may approach the Personnel Office (Tel:
2609 7292/7232/7291) for the sponsorship letter.

Staff members can make an appointment for visa extension via the Internet www.gov.hk
at Immigration Branch Offices. This service is not available to those required to file their
applications at the Immigration Department’s headquarters. Upon successful application

for a visa extension, staff members should provide a copy of the latest visa endorsement
to the Personnel Office (Fax. 2603 5223).

FHEREBIFIERNBERGE
Performance Review and Development System (PRDS) for
Non-teaching Staff
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The 2008-09 review exercise under the PRDS, for the period from 1 July 2008 to 30 June
2009 will begin in July. The PRD Guide and Review Report are available at the Personnel
Office website http://perntc.per.cuhk.edu.hk/personnell.

The preliminary review report completed by the reviewer should be forwarded through
the counter-signing officer (if applicable) to the Unit Head for moderation to maintain a
consistent standard of review.

When the Review Report is returned from the Unit Head, the reviewer should discuss
with the reviewee his/her performance, and should work out and inform the reviewee,
preferably at a meeting, of the targets/requirements of performance (including the
weighting assigned to each area of accountabilities) for the ensuing (2009-10) period of
review.

Upon completion of the performance review exercise, the reviewer will make copies
of the 2008-09 Review Report, duly endorsed and, if applicable, counter-signed, for
retention each by the reviewee, the counter-signing officer, and the reviewer. The
original Review Report is kept by the reviewee’s unit for record. Since PRDS is tied to the
Performance-Linked Reward Scheme (PLRS), Units shall submit the appointee’s overall
performance ratings through the PRD computer system by the end of September 2009,
for granting the merit in January 2010 increment to the relevant appointees who meet
the given criteria.

Enquiries relating to the PRDS may be directed to the respective appointment teams of
the Personnel Office.

AHRZBEARMR - TH (BE=0—HA) #§m8 A198 ik
The CUHK Newsletter will take a break after this issue and resume publication on
19 August.

The CUHK Newsletter is published on a fortnightly basis except during the
Chinese New Year and the summer vacation. Deadlines for contributions
can be found at www.cuhk.edu.hk/iso/newslter/.
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2. All contributions should be sent to the Editor, CUHK Newsletter,
Information Services Office, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

(tel. 2609 8681 / 2609 8589; fax. 2603 6864; e-mail iso@cuhk.edu.hk).

3. The Editor reserves the right to decline contributions and to edit all articles.

Published by the Information Services Office, CUHK
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We all like the feel of paper. But this newsletter will increase your carbon footprint. So share a copy with friends or read it online at your own leisure (www.cuhk.edu.hk/iso/newslter/). Thank you for
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supporting the environment.
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