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An Interview with Professor Tang Chung
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rofessor Tang Chung, associate professor in the
PDepartment of History and director of Centre for
Chinese Archaeology and Art (CCAA), Institute of Chinese
Studies,

himself to East Asian archaeology for 25 years. The sites

is an archaeology buff who has dedicated

he has helped to excavate span many places from Hong
Kong, Macau, and mainland China, to Vietnam, Japan
and France. Over the years, the CCAA has acquired over

HK$10 million in research funding.

Integration of Science and Humanities

Archaeology is a cross-disciplinary study integrating
science and history. In addition to documentary research,
other experts are employed for DNA testing, carbon 14
dating, geomorphologic survey, as well as zoological
and botanical analysis. By pooling scientific expertise in
different fields, a complete picture of the lives of early
inhabitants could be reconstructed. Hence, Professor
Tang described, ‘The quality of the archaeological
development of a country depends on the number of

scientists involved.’

Professor Tang was greatly influenced by Prof. Cheng
Te-kun, CUHK
archaeologist at the University of Cambridge. He grew

former Pro-Vice-Chancellor and
fond of archaeology when he was studying history at
CUHK as an undergraduate. After obtaining his master’s
degree, he pursued doctoral studies in archaeology at

Tohoku University and Tokyo University.

Reconstructing Hong Kong’s History

After returning to Hong Kong in 1985, he directed the
CCAA and started various local archaelogical excavation
projects. Hong Kong, a prosperous concrete jungle
with business and finance as its lifeblood, in fact, has
a historical culture of several thousand years. When
archaeologists dig in the city, they reveal facts about its

history buried under layers of reinforced concrete.

From the ‘80s to ‘90s, CCAA has conducted two surveys
of archaeological sites. On A Chau in Tolo Harbour
squarely opposite the University, the survey team
found a thin archaeological layer of painted pottery.
Thermoluminescence tests conducted by the Department
of Physics of the University dated the painted pottery
to more than 6,000 years ago. Hence, the roots of this
modern city can go back far from a small fishing village

before colonization.

Funded by the Lord Wilson Heritage Trust with
over HK$1.3 million, CCAA will produce a series of
three DVDs about local archaeological work. The
DVDs contain information on Hong Kong culture,
archaeological finds and historical corroboration since
7,000 years ago and carry the story of the evolution of
jade culture and clothing in Hong Kong 4,000 years
ago. These are the first DVDs to systemically give a
detailed account of Hong Kong history. The shooting
crew has set foot in places such as Beijing, Guangdong

and Hainan.
(#8 T & To be continued)
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(3% LB Continued)
Professor Tang stressed that the study of Hong Kong

history should not be confined to local findings. For a

TR

balanced picture, it was important to weave the different Buried Stories

threads of East Asian history. He has conducted other
field archaeological projects in Heilongjiang, Liaoning,
Inner Mongolia, Japan and Russia. He discovered that
jade sling rings, dating back to 7,000 or 8,000 years
ago, found in North-east China, the Russian coastline
and the Hokuriku region of Japan were very similar in
craftsmanship. This finding could shed light on the
relations of different regions in ancient times. It also
provided a new perspective to the belief that Japan was

in isolation during the New Stone Age. MR ESHRNEERIE?]

Huaitu Club to Promote Archaeology
ELBRNEE - RRERE

To promote archaeology, Professor Tang teaches the N, N
P 8y & WEREESHRYRE -

subject and organizes Huaitu Club which welcomes

master graduates of history interested in archaeology.

HEFK AR MAE S AR
REBBMRIE - HHRX G
R RMELE]  #EEEME
ABAEEEXANRIES
I EE i BRI -

Led by Professor Tang, they will have the opportunities
to excavate archaeological sites and learn through
practice. Members are also required to serve as
voluntary docents at archaeological exhibition galleries

in CUHK and promote archaeology to secondary school

students. and each piece of artifact is the
result of much hard work. However,
Professor Tang's unrelenting efforts at promoting the experience is also immensely

archaeology in this tiny city have earned him global
recognition. He was named corresponding member of to historical truths and
the Deutsches Archiologisches Institut in February 2009.
He was the 12th scholar on mainland China to win this
accolade in the last 60 years and the first from Hong
Kong and Macau. Founded in 1829, the institute is one of
the oldest archaeological research agencies in the world
and its corresponding membership is a well-recognized

honour in the field. £
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CUHK EMBA Ranked 19th Worldwide

7_&&@@@1@%@@1%@ (EMBA) 107198 (S MEH) BANH2H
EMBABEBEF &SI+ - RIXBEBHAFZ T 2N T AEEMBARIE - 520014
S E BRI R IEMBATE 1S - RAEMBARIE—HERE AR
FAEMBARIZIER K HB - B2 78 - TIFER - B ENE R SIS
HERBOESPEGE TRAFHESELRED DEEHSRIBOEE #e
FBthEEESZATH-

FAEMBARIZM IS BIR T REBRUESN  EEEELE - E2 B HIMRIZH R
BHRARIT LAIMD R L N -

| n the EMBA ranking 2009 released by Financial Times on 19 October, CUHK’s EMBA
Programme was ranked 19th. The programme has been consistently ranked among

the world’s top 20 EMBA programmes since the ranking was first launched in 2001.

It scored high in areas such as alumni’s salary today, salary increase, work experience,
international advisory board, and women faculty. Alumni’s salary is the fifth highest in
the world. The programme’s graduates also achieved a high salary increase rate of 64%

this year despite the volatile market situation after the global financial tsunami.

The programme is distinguished not only as a uniquely Hong Kong programme, but also
one of the two programmes in the top 20 that adopt a bilingual medium of teaching (the
other being IMD in Switzerland). &4
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Archaeologists often have to toil under the burning sun

rewarding for it brings people closer
it often
reveals touching stories. And it is this
that makes archaeologists forget the
tough times. Professor Tang recalled,
‘Once, a team of archaeologists
discovered in Vietnam a burial
ground of a man and a woman each
with half of a jade sling ring as burial
objects. The two halves matched to

\ 75 %
form a complete ring. It's believed that the couple
was hoping to reunite in the afterlife. See? What a
romantic story!” :

4

b

Archaeologists also found a pair of jade earrings
from Xinglongwa on the mainland, that were

completely symmetrical. To their surprise, they also
weighed exactly 23 grams each. ’What'Jechnique gid
men 8,000 years ago employ to make these twin jade
earrings?’ q

BLIEE LR ARG
BAf A RAHMEZE-

The slit rings of the Xinglongwa
culture express the beauty of
symmetry totally

In the eyes of archaeologists, jade is valuable, but so is
excrement. The fossils of
excrement containing food
debris, eggs of parasites,
insects and pollen can
provide much information
about the eating habits and
pathology of the ancient
man. From experience,
Professor Tang said that
‘toilet archaeology’ is very
successful at arousing
students’ interest

archaeology subject.

B A4k AR T HE I 09 F 3 R 3 R AR S
Relics of an ancient toilet in Japan
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Prof. Joseph Sung Recommended
for CUHK Vice-Chancellorship

é%mx%&gaﬁ%ééﬁmmﬂzoarum%@
HE LA RS AREEEA- T AREERR
ERESRAIREALIIZHRIISE - RETER
BB ASBRE  BEABE SEARKEE RER
MAI0BBITERI S £ EE8NEENASREN
BR BERART-

t the University Council meeting on 20
AOctober, CUHK’s Search Committee
for Appointment of Vice-Chancellor
recommended Prof. Joseph J.Y.
Sung for the Vice-Chancellorship
of the University.

Professor Sung, currently head of Shaw College and associate dean of the Faculty of
Medicine, said that he was honoured to be recommended as the candidate. After
arranging Professor Sung to meet members of the University including staff, students
and alumni, the Council will hold a special meeting on 10 November to consider the
recommendation of the Search Committee and the views of CUHK members before

deciding on the Vice-Chancellor appointment. &)
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Shaw Students Care about the World
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On 16 October, two groups of Shaw students
shared their experiences and gains from their

visits to Cambodia and Sichuan with their fellow
students in the Shaw College Assembly entitled
‘Shaw Students Care about the World'.

Twenty-one students of the Rotaract Club of Shaw
College went to Cambodia to volunteer at orphanages
and a disabled children’s home. They distributed rice
to impoverished villagers, and paid visits to garbage

hills, killing fields and a genocide museum.

Led by Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung, head of Shaw College,
another group of students visited Beichuan county of
Sichuan province, one of the hardest hit areas in last
year’s earthquake. They visited schools and temporary
housing areas, taught English and provided basic medical
services to the locals.
Liu Fangzhou, a native of Sichuan and second-year

quantitative finance major, learned a lot from the
eight-day trip. Although the victims were not

lacking in resources, she said, ‘While material

OJRBERERIRIRER"?

assistance is important, what more important

is moral support that can help them get over

their psychological trauma.’

Two friends of Professor Sung have donated
HK$600,000 to support Shaw students to
provide post-disaster services to the victims.
Professor Sung said, ‘By providing many
opportunities to see the world, Shaw College
encourages our students to commit themselves
to community service. We hope that they not
only excel in academic performance, but also
care about society and are willing to serve

people in need.’ g

Sustainable Development?
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hat is sustainable development? ‘The
Wconcept of sustainable development
was first brought forth in the 1970s with the
aim of sustaining human survival,’ said Mr.
Lam Chiu-ying, former director of the Hong
Kong Observatory, who delivered a lecture

titled ‘Sustaining What?” on campus on 16
October.

It is assumed that sustainable

development encompasses economic,

social and environmental developments.
However, Mr. Lam questioned that the
environment has never been developed.
‘We have just been talking about how to
minimize the damage to our environment.’
He also recalled the environmental changes
of the earth over the past 600,000 years as an example.
The emissions of carbon dioxide and methane have
been increasing since the emergence of farming and

rearing activities, and the industrial revolution. The

increase has taken an alarming speed over the
past 50 years due to urbanization, materialism
and consumerism, spurring the threat of global

warming.

Mr. Lam pointed out that sustainability
could only be achieved by maintaining
harmony between man and nature. In
anutshell, we should use technology
wisely, care for our environment
wholeheartedly, and cultivate our

spiritual well-being.

The lecture kicked off the ‘Sustainable
Engineering Seminar Series’ co-organized
by the Faculties of Engineering and
Social Science. A total of six seminars
are to be held, which aim at promoting
environmental knowledge among CUHK teachers and
students, and encouraging more engineering research
projects to contribute to developing green solutions for
pollution and energy over-consumption. [
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Seismic Proof School Built in Two Weeks
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A
Prof. Zhu Jingxiang

. The old building of the New Bud
Een Primary School at Xiasi village in

L@ | Sichuan’s Jiange County was seriously
damaged in the earthquake last year. A
research team led by Prof. Zhu Jingxiang of
the School of Architecture has developed
an integrated light-structure system for the

reconstruction of the school.

The primary load-bearing part of the new
school is a light-gauge steel frame, which
is strengthened by a prefabricated panel
system. Although the wall is only 16cm
thick, the system is able to resist high seismic forces.
Under the protection of the outer panel and surface
coating, the life of the skeleton is expected to last over

20 years.

With the support of the CUHK New Asia Sichuan
Redevelopment Fund and the Hong Kong Dragon
Culture Charity Fund, the new school was completed
in September. The building is safe and durable, and the
construction cost is low. Its on-site assembly is also an
easy task. With the guidance of CUHK researchers, 30
volunteers including university students recruited from
the mainland and Hong Kong, as well as
architects, built the 450-square-metre new

school within just two weeks.

Professor Zhu said, ‘This research has
ironed out the long-existing contradiction
between construction speed and quality.
It does not only integrate the potential
ability of different manufacturers, but also
provides an opportunity to unite different

communities and disseminate knowledge.’

Professor Zhu and his team are now
working on the construction of the second
New Bud Primary School and strive
to improve and popularize this highly

integrated sustainable architecture. [

FERiiR3REE TR 4]
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Eco Features of the New Bud Primary School

IRIR¥EHE Eco Features

RARALFERDR KA ZER
EREEHNPIEN B EEE L X
thermal insulation and storage
materials

multi-layer envelope system

ratio of the doors and windows
carefully designed

DR B AR BB R R 5
decentralized opening system
to bring in day-light and natural

1762 Benefits

FEANLEER
classrooms cool in summer
and warm in winter

AR B BEIRERE
energy consumption
reduced greatly

ventilation
SN T ERHRIEZE R AR | BRELEAENE
Na=y=r-3: toxic emission avoided

mechanical joints to minimize the use
of chemical compounds

RRASREMA RS R RED B
BRI

solar water heater and eco-friendly
toilet

ERESNEEME RIETREH
BE - b FIE EEE

materials dismantled from the old
school reused as paver, spacer or
thermal mass

BERNREAE
rural sanitation improved

YERRRA BORE
waste reduced

Professor Yau Shing-tung on ‘The Joy of Research’

[z 4] BVRBRE  BUISHE SCRB BE R AR =
E—AZEPAMIRE RSB EBRLF -

ﬁ' FEB O A28 AR [Tt R ] - BB ER
/

FERIER AR (F) Bk A ST R mAmEdt
Prof- Wong Wing-shing (right), dean of Graduate School, presents
a souvenir to Prof. Yau Shing-tung
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he first ever Graduate School Seminar Series was
Tkicked off with the lecture ‘The Joy of Research’ by
Prof. Yau Shing-tung, Distinguished Professor-at-Large,
on 28 September.

In the one-hour lecture, Professor Yau shared his personal

experience in and insights on research with over 200
CUHK postgraduate students and staff.

A world renowned mathematician, Professor Yau is greatly
inspired by Chinese literature and history. He pointed
out that ‘Like novel writing, creativity in mathematics
cannot deviate from the real world. The Dream of the
Red Chamber touches countless readers because its
tragic narrative portrays everyday social problems like
decadent life in an extended family, inequality in society
and helplessness of youth. Only when mathematic studies
touch on the myriad of natural phenomena can they be
developed deeply and passed on from generation to

generation.’

The Graduate School Seminar Series aims at offering
graduate students an opportunity to meet with and learn

from world renowned research leaders. &



dlinl

1|
uwmu
TN

Information in this section can only
be accessed with CWEM password.

ESREADDNER -
=5/ A\ A E S B ES

No. 346, 4.11.2009 E


http://www.iso.cuhk.edu.hk/restricted/publication/newsletter/redirect.aspx?issueno=346&mode=pdf
http://www.iso.cuhk.edu.hk/restricted/publication/newsletter/redirect.aspx?issueno=346&mode=pdf

A S 8% __

Information in this section can only
be accessed with CWEM password.

EEABTHANER
R AP E S B -

E No. 346, 4.11.2009

g 1 35 B

EEHRBR
Appointment of Registrar
ARERESRB REFLEH2010F1AMRERUERIAE
ERBHB R HHB R R REEHRFRE-
The Council has approved that with effect from 1 January 2010,

Mr. Eric S.P. Ng will serve as Registrar of the University on a

full-time basis, and will cease to be Director of Registry Services

with effect from the same date.

NEERBETITERENE
Investment Returns of Staff Superannuation Scheme and Mandatory
Provident Fund Scheme

MR A AR SNSRI EKAE 2 BRI T :

The Bursary announces the following investment returns on the Designated Investment
Funds of the 1995 Scheme.

20094 9H September 2009
1995512/ 1995 Scheme
253 Fund (REEZBUR R
unaudited) Benchmark Return
B Growth 4.44% 4.42%
] Balanced 4.20% 3.94%
IRE Stable 2.49% 2.99%
BEERE HK Equity 5.61% 4.76%
BBIEE HK Index-linked 6.38% 6.75%
7 ITERTT773 HKD Bank Deposit 0.05% 0.00%
FEITIRITFEF USD Bank Deposit* 0.04% -0.01%
JRITERTT1E3 AUD Bank Deposit* 4.86% 4.68%
BXJTER7T1E3X EUR Bank Deposit* 2.37% 2.31%

2009FF = Cumulative returns for the 3rd Quarter of 2009

1995512 1995 Scheme

£ Fund (RISEBIZEE SRR
unaudited) Benchmark Return
R Growth 12.82% 15.21%
] Balanced 10.53% 13.39%
B Stable 7.80% 9.16%
EBRE HK Equity 10.38% 11.98%
EREH HK Index-linked 13.92% 14.78%
BILIRTTF3 HKD Bank Deposit 0.16% 0.01%
ZITER1TER USD Bank Deposit* 0.21% 0.02%
JBRITERTT1F3X AUD Bank Deposit* 9.22% 8.60%
BXITER1T7F X EUR Bank Deposit* 3.78% 3.58%

20091 8 E9AZ £FE[E¥  Cumulative returns for past nine months (1.1.2009 to 30.9.2009)
1995512 1995 Scheme

£ Fund (RISTREIE R
unaudited) Benchmark Return
HE Growth 27.88% 32.74%
R Balanced 25.18% 25.65%
IBE Stable 12.46% 13.59%
EHERE HK Equity 50.18% 47.48%
AR HK Index-linked 47.34% 49.68%
YSITIR1T1E 3 HKD Bank Deposit 0.85% 0.06%
ZJTER1T1E5 USD Bank Deposit* 1.05% 0.07%
SRITERTT1EF AUD Bank Deposit* 30.61% 28.08%
BLTER7T/E 50 EUR Bank Deposit* 5.05% 4.16%

IRTES BUR A2 www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/chi/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html

For MPF Scheme performance, please refer to:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/eng/public/payroll benefits/mpf.html
* BREEFELDRESEE PR ERE

Both actual and benchmark returns include foreign currency exchange difference for the period
concerned
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HEEERMRRRCSBRERE
Thanksgiving Service for Construction of New Chapel and
President Chi-tung Yung Memorial Building

MBI EEREZESGRI0A19E SR BRETETEAERN  BH N FOHMEEZRE
TREAARR BEH201MFERTHK

MEEFRTHEZH TRARE BBSHRE BENZAA LM FEWNT:

As the Building Committee on Chapel to the Theology Building approved the
appointment of the main contractor on 19 October, the construction of the new chapel

will commence in November after years of planning and is expected to be completed

by summer 2011.

The Divinity School of Chung Chi College will hold a thanksgiving service. All are

welcome to join. Details are as follows:

HEA Date 7/11/2009 (£ H37< Saturday)
FEfE Time 2:30 pm
25 Venue SE BB E AR

Construction Site of New Chapel, Theology Building, Chung Chi
College

A58 Enquiries  fi/ME Ms. Wai (2609 8150)

BERN A EERE
Lectures on Putonghua Education
TEAER B R LERP OSSN A1 B RIS ERE BT

Two lectures will be presented by the Centre for Research and Development of Putonghua

Education on 21 November with details as follows:

B3 Date 21/11/2009 (£ £i75 Saturday)

BERBEMABINEEHREE b G S ESSE 12
AR = EHHEEHENEE
Seminar by Eminent Scholars on | Seminar on Putonghua as a
Medium of Instruction—

SBIE Lecture

Teaching of Chinese as a Foreign

Language Series 13: PMI in Practice
FFRE Time 3:00 pm — 6:00 pm 2:00 pm — 5:00 pm
12 Venue SEBRENE=EFTEEE  FESRMAME_EBE=E

Li Koon Chun Hall, 3/F, Sino
Building, Chung Chi College
BRI (EREEAE) - EINEEM GBEPE (VA
Prof. Yang Huiyuan (Beijing )
Language and Culture
University)

« FREHEHE (LRKE)
Prof. Li Xiaoqi (Peking

Room B6, 2/F, Ho Tim Building,
Chung Chi College

& Speaker
Ms. Kan Kar-yin (Fukien

Secondary School [Siu Sai
Wan])

- BIEEEE (BEREETE)

University) Ms. Fung Hung-wa (Heung
To Secondary School [Tseung
Kwan O])
&3 Enquiries 2609 6749

B BT

Online Reservations

www.fed.cuhk.edu.hk/~pth

(L3BFEEE In Putonghua)

BBERF IR

International Poetry Nights in Hong Kong

REARFOBR1IA260E29R - BEB RS ARHBIER TIEHMKREB B A i
BEERFGR R

ERABABALUIKRESROBERFRES B LRENANNERERFAZM 8
BEBRERZEEZFALME  WRAZRFRARK A ESMZMARBERE —RHOREK
A BB - BE —A KBFRE AR RN R AT XBIENFA GBI AN 2
KA BESIA BERRE  BENMET IS  BER URARAXER BEHER
it5-

REMEPOTEHFRERARRS: [ERBBFERT BYPHHAHIFRER - LE
SABEMEFH BRARE PREEARR—RAR HEXE MEEWEEDH
BRME BN E  Birla AER R B ER

The Centre for East Asian Studies is going to hold the Hong Kong International Poetry
Nights in collaboration with the International Writers Workshop at Hong Kong Baptist
University, and Diocesan Boys’ School from 26 to 29 November 2009.

The event is the biggest international gathering of poets in the history of Hong Kong.
Famous poets from all around the globe will participate in the event, including Gary
Snyder, the doyen of American poetry; Ahmad Abdul Muti Hijazi of Egypt, the leading
poet of the Arabic world; Takahashi Mutsuo, the foremost Japanese poet of the post-war
period; etc. Joining this stellar cast will be Zhai Yongming and Ouyang Jianghe from
mainland China, Hung Hung from Taiwan, Ye Si, Wu Yin-ching and Liu Wai-tong from
Hong Kong, and Bei Dao, CUHK’s Professor of Humanities.

Prof. Billy So, Director of the Centre for East Asian Studies, said, ‘This will be an important
event for the development and promotion of poetry appreciation in Hong Kong which
benefits university and secondary school students and the public alike. The landscape
of poetry on the campuses of the organizing schools and in Hong Kong will not be the

same afterwards.’

Poetry lovers of all nationalities are welcome to attend the following activities:

[B—EBEZ| e URFKHE) Seminar on ‘The Other Voice’ (by invitation)
HEA Date
FFfE Time

2 Venue

26/11/2009 (£ #8FY Thursday)

3:30 pm — 4:30 pm
BERXARBHBULIARAIXERE —EERE
Conference Room, 2/F, Art Museum East Wing,

Institute of Chinese Studies, CUHK

B EI:8E Opening Ceremony and Poetry Recitation

HEA Date 26/11/2009 (£ #3FY Thursday)
FFRE Time 7:00 pm — 8:45 pm
B8 Venue BARXABAREREHENE TERE

LT6, Teaching Complex at Western Campus, CUHK

F 4 HA78 2 Music and Poetry Recitation

HEf Date 27/11/2009 (EHAF Friday)
FEfE Time 7:00 pm — 8:45 pm
H12h Venue BESEREE
Assembly Hall, Diocesan Boys’ School
EEFRERE RS

Recitation by Gary Snyder and Forum ‘Snyder and Chinese Civilization’
HEA Date
B Time

2 Venue

28/11/2009 (£ HA7X Saturday)
2:30 pm - 4:30 pm

BERGRAEEEREEBERBERNERBHE 7 EE

LT3, YC Cheng Lecture Theatre, 5/F, Cha Chi-ming Science Tower,

Ho Sin Hang Campus, Hong Kong Baptist University
ERFR 2T —EEHFEE Hong Kong Poetry Night: Poetry Recitation in Cantonese

HEA Date 28/11/2009 (2 HA7X Saturday)

FFfE Time 7:00 pm — 8:45 pm
28 Venue BERNABRESR A EEEESRERE

LT1, Esther Lee Building, Chung Chi College, CUHK
[ E2%:2 | HF 52 Seminar on ‘Poetry and Translation’

HEA Date 29/11/2009 (£HIH Sunday)
B Time 2:30 pm — 4:30 pm
o5 Venue BAPXABITHEHEE

Cho Yiu Conference Hall, University Administration Building, CUHK

FAR A Closing Ceremony and Poetry Recitation

HEf Date 29/11/2009 (£ #iH Sunday)
BFfE Time 7:00 pm — 8:45 pm
125 Venue BHEMHOEEEIPT

Shouson Theatre, Hong Kong Arts Centre, Wanchai

#9 8 Website: http://chinesestudies.cuhk.edu.hk/cuhk-portal/html/poetry2009/

—A% & 5 General enquiries: ZX/)\iE Miss Lois Li (2696 1070, lois@cuhk.edu.hk)
EE/\4H Miss Esther Yip (2696 1088, estheryip@cuhk.edu.hk)
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—REXBEEREHR - KA - REESIRIER X
RERREL?
Most historians are interested in grand historical events
and figures. Why do you choose to focus your attention
on the history of childhood?

BRI R A EEEABNERE AR E )
BRIRBEZBEREE LTARE  RUASAAER R
HPAREAEESL FRENR AIRRE -EL EREN
BMARN=Dz—BEE—% THHATEE - LARINESL
ZAEREN BRNEL REAFKNE FREM =
PRMESLEMER M FIEESL EHERRETE AR
# o

What was in my mind when | was young was: men’s
voices have been heard, women’s voices have been
heard; should the voices of children also be heard? When
| entered university, | searched in vain for a course to
help me understand the situation of children in history.
Children have made up a third to a half of the population
in Chinese history. One-third of the population is
definitely not insignificant. Their role in history should
not be neglected.

REBMAPERELEE KBTERNOEER?
How did you decide to be the first person to write
the Chinese history of childhood?

1980 RINETEE%  ZERABEREN ST
BRREAR BREEAMSEENEL BREHRELIER
g7 E B K AE FERZ B M MTRHEBRE » AT A] bAfiR o
ARBHLEEBENRIAT MBETM - FRE—X
BRIN BBBEMPORE ReBERER BT
HEREXRB @B FRED IUREBREER
When | obtained my doctoral degree in the early 1980s,
| had to make a choice between doing research on the
intellectual history of the elite and the history of the
powerless. | was fascinated by the history of childhood,
but I didn't know how to begin, where the materials
were, and whether | was able to do it. However I'm
also someone who feels obliged to do what needs to
be done that is not being done. If | don’t do it, | would
regret one day in my retirement while taking a walk on
the beach. But if | tried and failed, | wouldn't lose any
sleep over it.
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RELABHTR  RBENSHEPE?

What are the challenges of treading a different path?
NEE R ZFEMEIENE - I BA B ZEAMRE o & 2
BRU I = B R H) - AN RAT LA ST ARIR 2 - AR B A B BN
fRE o — AR AMBFROOFTRA - (E ] —BhEEYEE
W HERAE—HHNER HERRREERWRE -
The most difficult part is finding where the materials are,
and then to ask meaningful questions. The challenges
and the pleasures are two sides of the same coin. You
derive unexpected joys from overcoming difficulties.

When studying something that is not previously known,
any little discovery excites.

RAENTFRVERRHRAHFTESRER  EE—M
FERL?
Why did you go to the Harvard School of Public Health
to study a new subject in the early 1990s?

BeFREREBEY BRETREL BEHEYMERT
BEHTIE  TASL B R B RIREMAE £ - ZR IR
£ EREEFEAEEMEENTE T HAERE
KB4 BRI RHESE

I have had a liking for biology since | was in high school.
Although I chose to study history at university, my interest
in biology didn’t subside. So, | ended up studying the
history of medicine and the history of biology. | went to

Harvard because | wanted to see if a middle-aged person
can start afresh as a student and learn something new.

HHRESBREZEERE?

What does it take to be a good historian?
BERACHTAOBEE BB TERENSROR -
RENRN IR/ i) BEE—RBXEM GEE) - HEEG
BEENAZEER [BUBRMRE MR KHED - AR
JEE NRNML] - REBBHNELZRRTHEIN &
ERBEENA—G BRIFOEG D TDPHOL &1
FHOLE ARBRERGEHTEELEFE: S/IMESR
SRR EBRAEBCAIRTE o
Besides being diligent, a good historian should follow
his curiosity, unfettered by the shackles of academic
boundaries. In my opinion, a good historian must have
good imagination and eloquence. He must have the
genius of an artist to help him interpret and compile

historical materials. He must also have the courage to
accept the consequences of his decisions.

REEZMENATBNEE RPXRBHEXZER
BR?
What made you leave Taiwan and join CUHK as Dean
of Arts?

MEEIN TB RRASHENEIN —+ZFRRKRE
Be il A SZBS - FRIZEEB B A AR R H s B
RIR - MERTREEPRRBXER KRR R T—{E
BHRELZHR - —FZRRRNEZDNER - BEMEEE
ZEQRE EEHERET REZENHAEMZE BF
BRI - PP X AR E—FIFEBAXE
MEARE  EREREMEHHARN AXBMAERFE
BZMBERMBLEE SR RERITRTF -

@R HEME -+ EEOL T RFETRINEE 1t
PRS- WREEEF B BB [ Br - A8
WA AEAWEELE | REE 0B LEEKER
FREVERESE A 4 B EHVIRIE - B i FIE0 L8R AN IR 4P
R B3 RRTRMEZELER  ZFH MG MM
—RFEMNBL thERE BENBERE IR
HBLET -

By accident, but a happy one. Twenty years ago when
Shaw College was founded, | visited the College at the
invitation of Prof. Chen Char-nie, then College Head.
Since then | paid occasional visits to the University.
Two years ago when | stepped down as dean of the
College of Liberal Arts at Central University, | came to
CUHK to teach a course for the Department of History.
Then over a year ago, | received a phone call from
CUHK inviting me to meet the search committee. |
was moved by the sincerity of the committee members
and Prof. Lawrence J. Lau. They said CUHK was a
university with a rich tradition in the humanities, but
in the meantime and the near future, this field needed
more attention and careful cultivation. That made me
want to do something for it.

When | asked my two daughters’ opinion, they were
thrilled at the thought of moving to Hong Kong. ‘Wow,
really? Then we can go to concerts at the Hong Kong
Coliseum.” In their early twenties, they were very excited
and didn’t take it as a serious decision. | was touched by
their optimism and asked myself, ‘Shouldn’t | come out of
my study to help create a positive learning environment
for students my daughters’ age?’ That’s why | am here.

RSP REBMITHIE?

Why did you become an academic administrator?

BURTHEMTRIEERZ#ESRR  BEETEE
BZ-HIFETFUE REERFENZMAMSEL.
i —LEPZ B A ARTS © IF BB B B T R - 7255 18 FE Mt
B R - (RN RER Al E hm - | SEAE
BT < B RBRMITH AT Z BN AR -
I used to shun administrative work and see it as
unimportant. But after working for so many years, I'm
now willing to offer my service to young teachers and
students. The role | intend to play is that of a running
partner. | run with the runner, cheer him on and offer
advice from time to time, such as ‘Try running like this.
It'll save you energy.’

RGNS P RHWABRIRRE?

How would you promote humanities at CUHK?
FE—EEHBAAZER O R EAXER R R
KRE—ETER IFNEBENRETET F=2
EORAAXERORT IREBUAERERAINE
AZ AFEE B C BB RVE AL # B 37 3 o
First, I'll try my best to help teachers and students to
achieve their goals. Second, Ill strive to bring about an
environment in which the teaching and research of the
humanities can be understood, supported and respected.
Third, I'll facilitate interaction between our researchers
and their counterparts in the local community, the region
and the world.

YERNEL BMNALEMESBEHEMERY
&
Why do arts students need training in science or other
disciplines?
F— —LEELMBREIE SR LLIMRAMEIE - £
ZEBETENA BHNEEEEMBREZSEROAN S
T HRERAN EELERELEXNBRARENER
BRI - AN (HEPIERR) WERBERT: (R
AFE - PATHNE - | ZREECARXE  BHAE B
B2 - RAEMB AT ERB —HAREE TAFBEREK
T I TEFEEESREE R—EeRESR ROLEE
RE B A - ERAE—ERRAZBRRE -
First, some important fields are multidisciplinary in
nature. For example, many people in the field of cognitive
science have been trained in visual arts and linguistics.
Second, in the modern world, you are crippled if you

don’t have basic knowledge of natural science and other
related disciplines.

RAAFREEITIR TR - 52 R NBERE?
How do you juggle the demands of a family with
a career as an administrator, teacher and researcher?

—EABMEEIC—BHIE REERE—HHEIRERM
8 BB ERIRENEE c FTAR EsGREZRBMM
TRFEMOARER  BEREHAR TR IEF
hFRER—MEFEE EREGESMMESH M2
BRATREMN - SEEFMHATENRRE  ERE
A S o

Among the hundred tasks you are required to do, the
one thing you are willing and happy to do will energize
you for the remaining ninety-nine. So | always find a
research topic | love, choose a course | like to teach, and
find a couple of administrative tasks that I’'m fond of. The
autonomy fuels me and brings me happiness, enabling
me to finish the other tasks. £

TE (+A4E) #HBEERER

Prof. Shun Kwong-loi will be featured in the next
instalment of ‘TEN QUESTIONS FOR’.





