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‘The career of an artist Aesthetics of Kunqu
depends on his or her

experience in

‘I always tell my
students, “You don't
treat the disease. You
treat the patient.”’
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T KREE LiE S Khalil Fong x Joseph Sung

BRI FF KR (£) 4A8AA M XAE » Aot AL5E Bk FA8 4 On 8 April, Mr. Khalil Fong (left), singer-songwriter, engaged in a dialogue with Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung, Vice-Chancellor, on CUHK

& g e SLH S A EE  BER T F AR - campus. The two discussed religion and cultural diversity. Over a thousand students were drawn to the event. Joseph Sung x Khalil Fong:
[R5 X KR ACEA S Erh P 20k 0948 | 2 [ K 2 From Christianity to Bahd’i Faith’, was the kick-off event of the Diversity-in-Asia Fest which ran from 8 to 12 April. With the theme of
$ATALE | a9 F R E D) o ALE [ S0 - Shmk | AN FMmT Unity in Diversity, an array of activities, including sharing sessions, film screenings and an ‘international night’, was organized.
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The CUHK Newsletter is published by the Information Services Office, CUHK, on a fortnightly basis. Submission guidelines and deadlines can be found at www.iso.cuhk.edu.hk/english/newsletter;.
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Outside, debates on social and political issues often get
quite heated and messy. Here, dialogues quiet the senses
and ease the mind. In April, a Buddhist grand master and
a popular icon who practises the Baha’i Faith came to
have dialogue with our Vice-Chancellor. These dialogues
exemplify the intellectual freedom and cultural diversity
on our campus.

The English art critic Clive Bell has said, ‘Between aesthetic
and religious raptures there is a family resemblance. Art
and religion are means to similar states of mind.’

Art and religion are also emblems of CUHK. And who
would be more emblematic than Prof. Kao Mayching
who spent her entire career at CUHK to serve the cause
of the arts? She has bestowed her legacy in the form of a
scholarship to arts students and alumni. Read about her
beneficence in the feature story of this issue.

The University’s digital origin can be traced back to
1967 when an IBM 1103 was installed. The University
has led in computing system and capability since. Now,
one either sees a mainframe which fills up an entire
air-conditioned room or holds it in one’s palm. The path
traversed by technology is indeed mind-boggling. Meet
the grandfather in ‘Then vs Now".

As the exam weeks start, most students would find their
adrenaline and gastric juice pumping at times. Our
knowing food writer tells you where a quick fix can be
found in such times. In ‘Thus Spake...’, Prof. Francis Chan,
student, teacher and now dean of the medical school,
talks about H7N9, digestive disease and the challenges of
his deanship.
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Sowing Seeds for Art

Professor Mayching Kao
Fine Arts Fund
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n the March 1967 issue of the CUHK Bulletin, a piece
Iof news reads: ‘The Overseas Scholarship Committee
of New Asia College announced that two Yale-in-China
Scholarships for the year 1967 will be granted to Miss
Kao Mee Ching [sic] and Mr. Mei Foon. Miss Kao is a
fine arts student and Mr. Mei studies journalism, both in

l

their last year of studies in the College.’

And this is where the story begins. The fine arts student
who went to the US returned to CUHK in 1972 to serve
as a lecturer at the Department of Fine Arts. Later she
became chairperson of the department—twice from 1975
to 1977, and 1981 to 1984. She also served as director of
the Art Gallery of the Institute of Chinese Studies for 18
years. In 1999, she retired from the University as a chair
professor. Then in 2012, 45 years after receiving the
Yale-in-China Scholarship, Prof. Kao Mayching donated
HK$1 million to establish the Professor Mayching Kao
Fine Arts Fund.

‘I set up this fund with a sense of gratitude,’” said
Professor Kao. ‘First, my studies at the Department of
Fine Arts laid a solid foundation for my knowledge of
art and enhanced my commitment to art. Second, New
Asia College felt that there was a want of experts on art
history in Hong Kong. So it gave me the scholarship,
supporting me to study abroad. Now I'm very willing to
make my contribution to the University and share what |
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have with others.” Professor Kao added, ‘The University
has provided many awards and support for students and
staff. If those who have benefited from them would give
back when they are able to, the University’s support for
its students and staff will be more sustainable.’

Prevailing Trend in Art Education

The Professor Mayching Kao Fine Arts Fund supports full-
time students and alumni to enhance learning experience,
open up their perspectives, and improve their capability.
What is special about this fund is that it not only benefits
current students, but also supports alumni who have
graduated for no more than five years to take part in
artist-in-residence schemes or other career development
programmes. Professor Kao said, ‘I believe that the
immediate post-graduation years are a critical period that
determines whether a fledgling artist could stay in the art
community and commit himself or herself to creating art.
That’s why the fund accepts applications from alumni
who have graduated for no more than five years.’

This fund is dedicated to supporting internships and
activities outside the classroom. Professor Kao said,
‘Classroom learning is of course important. But when it
comes to educating artists, developing enthusiasm and
perseverance is more important. They're not something
you can learn from textbooks. You have to get them first-
hand.” When she taught and served as chairperson at
the Department of Fine Arts, Professor Kao had helped
to move the department’s curriculum in that direction.
Although retired from the University, she still serves
as adviser and referee for many art organizations and
knows very well that extracurricular activities are
prevailing trends in today’s art education. ‘I have seen
that these experiences are instrumental in securing
career opportunities in the art community.’

A Teacher’s Gesture of Gratitude

Professor Kao emphasized that she gave the donation
not only as an alumna of the department, but also as a
former teacher of the University. She served at CUHK
as a teacher from 1972 to 1999, spanning 27 years. It
is several times longer than her few years as a student
at the University. Professor Kao said, ‘My affection
for the University grew bit by bit during those days.
After returning to the University to serve as a lecturer,
| climbed to the top of the academic ladder and from
there | made contributions to the community. This was
made possible, in addition to personal efforts, by the

opportunities and supportive environment provided by
the University. I've always been grateful to the CUHK
for them.

The Professor Mayching Kao Fine Arts Fund is just
the latest contribution Professor Kao has made to the
University. She has sponsored her students’ activities
in different ways when she taught at CUHK. After
retirement, she established the Professor Mayching Kao
Fine Arts Award, and donated to the Madam Jan Yun-bor
Memorial Awards for Chinese Painting and Calligraphy,
the Professor Johnson Chow Su Sing Chinese Painting
and Calligraphy Award, the Professor Tseng K'e-tuen
Chinese Poetry and Calligraphy Award, etc.

When asked what effects she expected her donation
would bring, Professor Kao replied, ‘The career of
an artist depends on his or her experience in life. So,
what really matters is that the students must expand
their horizons and establish connections. Our job as
educators is to sow seeds. As for whether or when the
seeds will grow, it depends on the seeds themselves.’
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Prof. Mok Kar-leung Harold, chairman of the
Department of Fine Arts, said: ‘Prof. Kao Mayching
cares very much about students of the department
and has been very supportive to them. We're moved
by her enthusiasm and her generous donation for
setting up this fund. Today, a university education is
more than what you learn in the classroom. Providing
learning experiences beyond the walls of classrooms
and giving new graduates a leg-up on their career
are equally important. These are often possible
only with support from outside the University. The
Professor Mayching Kao Fine Arts Fund fulfils exactly
that purpose.’
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Schemes Supported by Professor Mayching Kao Fine Arts Fund
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Overseas Summer Internships

FEERIZ (Ziigm)
Tong Kam-ting
(Fine Arts, Year 4)
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I went to the Suzhou Art Museum
for an internship from July to
August 2012. | learned a lot from
the co-workers at the museum
about the arts management and
policies of the local authorities
and the lives of local youths.
| also familiarized myself with
the unique way of working in
China and Suzhou's traditional
handicrafts and culture.
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MFA Graduation Exhibition
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Our graduation exhibition, which was held at the Cheng
Ming Building, New Asia College, ended successfully in
June 2012. The attention it attracted will greatly benefit
our careers as artists in the future. With the support from
the Professor Mayching Kao Fine Arts Fund, we published
a catalogue that captures our views on art and the
evolution of our ideas. The catalogue documents what we
have learned and done in the past two years.

Relation-in-time
2012, 5 1R acrylic boards, 33 x 44 x 26 cm
Z=R A Li Tin-lun
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Ko Sin-tung (Ist left)

Eizm (Bf7m)
Wong Ka-ying
(Fine Arts, Year 4)
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I worked as an intern at the Ullens
Center for Contemporary Art in
Beijing from July to September
2012. In the first month of my
internship, | was responsible
for transcribing an interview
with young Chinese artists and
preparing for their exhibition
in January 2013. In the second
month, | worked as an assistant
to the Japanese artist Kaneuji
Teppei. This task enabled me
to have a better understanding
of the production of large-scale
artworks and preparations for a
big exhibition.

R2E (FEhim)
Leung King-nam
(Fine Arts, Year 4)
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| got an internship at the Beijing
World Art Museum from June to
July 2012. During my internship,
I went to exhibitions related
to art and history and gained
a better understanding of art
organizations in China. In my
leisure, | visited shops selling
artworks, antiques, handmade
pottery and film-related products,
prompting me to reflect on the
survival of the arts in the market.

Li Tin-lun, Leung Yee-ting, Fong Sum-yu, Lau Yin-to (Master of Fine Arts Programme graduates, 2012)
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Artist-in-residence Scheme
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Ko Sin-tung (Fine Arts graduate, 2009)
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| applied for an artist-in-residence scheme in 2012 and went to the Kunstnarhuset Messen in Alvik,
Norway in October to begin a two-month writing project. I'm interested in the use of words by
people and how words work. So | decided to put myself in a strange place with a language | don’t
speak, and to study the value of words when they no longer carry out the function of conveying
information. £
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Public Health Scholar on How to Conduct Projects in Rural China
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Kunqu’s New Aesthetics
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The second CUHK 50th Anniversary Fair Public
Lecture, entitled ‘Evidence-based Health and Medical
Intervention: How Do We Do Our Work in Rural
Ethnic Minority Communities in China?’, was held on
19 April at the Hong Kong Central Library. The lecture
was delivered by Prof. Emily Chan, director of the
Collaborating Centre for Oxford University and CUHK
for Disaster and Medical Humanitarian Response
(CCOUCQ).

Professor Chan promotes public health and disaster
preparedness education in rural China. She said the
work of CCOUC was imperative because Asia had been
the most disaster-prone region in the world in the past
15 years. She explained that by ‘evidence-based health
and medical intervention’, she meant that they would
apply what they learned from their current public health
promotion projects in rural China to other regions
through scientific research, education and knowledge
transfer.

CCOUC has had plans to carry out projects in 10 remote
villages housing ethnic minority communities who live
in extreme poverty and are subject to natural disaster.
Each project has four stages: site selection, needs
assessment, intervention, and evaluation. Now, projects
at five villages have been completed.

Professor Chan talked about the challenges of working
in remote parts of China: ‘Once | took about 40
students with me on a project. In order to have enough
cash for medical treatments in case of emergency,
we brought over RMB100,000. The largest face value
paper currency in China is the RMB100 note. We were
cash-bloated.’

Prof. Pai Hsien-yung Kenneth, Wei Lun Professor of
Humanities, was invited to present a lecture on ‘New
Aesthetics of Kunqu: Tradition in the Modern Era’ on
18 April as one of the University’s 50th Anniversary
Distinguished Lectures. Drawing from his experience
in kunqu production, he demonstrated how to make
breakthroughs with due respect for tradition, and how
to modernize a classical art form without abusing it.

Professor Pai showed two video clips of excerpts from
‘Interrupted Dream’ in The Peony Pavilion, one played
by maestri Mei Lanfang and Yu Zhengfei in the 1950s,
and the other, the modern ‘young lovers’ edition’ by
Shen Fengying and Yu Jiulin in the 21st century. He then
guided the audience to appreciate how the modern
rendition succeeded in bringing the traditional Chinese
opera to new heights by reforming the set, costumes,
props and choreography. The professor also cited
the modern edition of The Story of the Jade Hairpin,
produced by him, as an example of simplicity in stage
aesthetics. By borrowing minimally from Chinese
calligraphy, and putting Bodhisattva and Buddha icons
on the backdrop, a sense of zen was created which
enhanced the drama.

Nicknamed ‘Kunqu Volunteer’, Professor Pai has
devoted himself to the promotion of kunqu for nearly 20
years since his retirement. Having presented university
lectures on kunqu for no less than a hundred times, he
still shared with his audience his passion for the art like it
was the first time, inspiring everyone in attendance with

the beauty of this UNESCO-crowned heritage.

She also said, ‘When students join the project, they
always think they are going to change the world. But
after the visit, they often find that they are the ones
changed. The experience shows them how little they
know.’
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Hsing Yun’s Words to Young Learners
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Grand Master Hsing Yun (4th left), Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung (4th right), CUHK Vice-Chancellor, and five CUHK
students were engaged in a discussion themed ‘Embrace Our Culture; Empower Our Future—A Dialogue

with CUHK Students on Humanistic Concerns at Its 50th Anniversary’ on 8 April. Over 800 participants
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were in attendance, including staff, students and members of the public. Students asked Master Hsing Yun
a number of questions, including ‘What are the keys to a fruitful life?” ‘How can we cope with difficult
situations?” and ‘How does humanistic education relate to our lives and learning?’ The Master replied that
we must all endure suffering during the course of learning. As a young monk, he received harsh training

in a monastery and it was this that prepared him for the life of a Buddhist practitioner. He also said that
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CUHK Website Wins Gold at Web Accessibility
Recognition Scheme
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The University was a recipient
of the gold award of the Web
Accessibility Recognition Scheme
2013, a joint initiative of the Office
of the Government Chief Information Officer and the Equal Opportunities Commission
to encourage website accessibility among organizations in various industries and
sectors, and to showcase corporations that have demonstrated outstanding efforts in

facilitating access to their websites. The awards presentation ceremony took place at
the Central Government Offices on 15 April.
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Prof. Benjamin W. Wah (left), Provost, CUHK,
receiving the gold award certificate from Mr. Daniel
Lai, Government Chief Information Olfficer

CUHK was represented by the Provost, Prof. Benjamin W. Wah, at the ceremony.
Commenting on the award, Professor Wah said, ‘The continuous enhancement of our
corporate website is one of our priority tasks and the government’s recognition will
urge us to do more in the way of making our website even more informative and user-
friendly.” The gold award, the highest accolade in the Web Accessibility Recognition
Scheme, is presented to organizations which have fulfilled 11 judging criteria on top of
the 10 prescribed for the silver award.

humanistic education can help to eliminate selfish thoughts and obstinacy, which benefits the self and
others, and paves the way to enlightenment, in the end benefiting the entire society.
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Lui Che Woo Clinical Sciences Building
quing Ceremony
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The naming ceremony of the Lui Che Woo Clinical Sciences Building was held on
15 April. Officiating guests included Dr. Lui Che-woo (2nd right), founder and chairman
of K. Wah Group; and Mrs. Lui (2nd left); Dr. Vincent H.C. Cheng (1st right), chairman
of the University Council; and Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung (1st left), Vice-Chancellor, CUHK.
In 2012, the Lui Che Woo Foundation made a generous donation of HK$100 million to
CUHK for the establishment of the Lui Che Woo Institute of Innovative Medicine. The
institute integrates multiple disciplines in clinical medicine and combines the strengths
of basic research and clinical studies, with the aims of exploring innovative methods
of diagnosis and treatment, and bringing new hopes to patients. In appreciation of
Dr. Lui’s munificence and long-term support to CUHK, the Clinical Sciences Building
at the University’s teaching hospital (the Prince of Wales Hospital) is named Lui Che
Woo Clinical Sciences Building.
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Cantonese Debate Team Wins MAE Students’ Innovative Design Wins Awards
Ninth Championship e
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The CUHK Cantonese Debate Team defeated its counterpart from the Hong
Kong Institute of Education in the finals of the 30th Inter-varsity Debate
Competition to capture the championship for the ninth time on 6 April. The
motion was ‘The Hong Kong housing policy is a failure’. Law Sheung-ning of
the team was selected ‘best speaker’.
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Hosted.by RTHK, the'event tqok place on the piazza outside the Cultural R T ABET o A ML B T2 REA (a5 (£—) - BISRE (£2) FIMAS (£
Centre in Tsim Sha Tsui. Alumni and former team members, covering over 20

years of membership, showed up to cheer the team on.
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Three students, Yip Chun-wa (7st left), Lau Ka-chun (3rd left) and Lam Ho-yi (2nd left), from
the Department of Mechanical and Automation Engineering (MAE), won the first runner-up
and the most innovative award in the Second Greater China Design Competition. Hosted by
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers (North East Asia Region), the competition was held in
the South China University of Technology, Guangzhou, on 23 and 24 March.

The participants were required to design, build, and perform test runs for a model car that was
propelled by the gravitational potential energy generated by the falling of one litre of water
at a vertical height of one meter. Led by Dr. Li Yiyang (Ist right), lecturer, and Leung Yun-yee,

SR S A technician, MAE, the CUHK team designed a prototype device inspired by the ‘golf swing’,
Debate team members and alumni featuring high performance and excellent stability.
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Fun in the Bun

FEL £ B AR JE AT BT AR B 09— o o RIS AEIR S thdeda 8 A H LRI BE RS A AR
RimE md AARANEYE AR RERTROAF NN E A ERRR BN B AR T iR
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BRRERA BRI E AL L RAER B IR 8 o 8 200 2R 60 Bl 4 Kb St A ENRG K@
BRI TP 4 LR AR BRI R A 6As 4 - SRR B XA R BT B AR AR e ok
Br o AR TH o

AR AR E ARG R 4 Fcervelat:2 R A cerebrumiz AR & (5] 4935 T Lo B 2 -T2 HAE 3 £ AR5 09 HHR T
R RAER L B AN RS REERG o RB IR E R TG AR o i K B 2 TR 63 E N R L AR ©

BRI B EER QNS R 2R ATAR LRI AP ES R M A48 3 B R4 —8 =+ MR A
FETFAF22E150 3R B 48 E 3 0 BT VA JB—vE vk st B HERF 4R 5 T o

Hot dog stands and carts are a common sight in North America. Like canines, the hot dog comes in many varieties,
from the basic New York hot dog, eaten with mustard and sometimes sauerkraut, to the more complex Chicago
hot dog, comprising a beef wiener in a poppy-seed bun topped with yellow mustard, bright green relish, onions,
tomato wedges, pickle spear, sport peppers and a dash of celery salt.

At CUHK, a long line for hot dogs is a standard scenario at the Shaw College Canteen. Hot Dog King served
at the canteen is a local variation created by its chef—a cervelat sandwiched by a grilled bun and topped with
melted cheese, mustard and ketchup. The hot dog comes with French fries which is spiced up by the chef’s secret
seasoning.

The cervelat is a sausage popular in Switzerland. Early recipes for it contained not only beef or pork, but also beef
or pork brains. In fact, the name ‘cervelat’ is derived from cerebrum, the Latin word for brain. Most modern recipes
do not include brains and the one used in Hot Dog King is all pork.

Mr. Alan K.H. Leung, senior supervisor of the canteen, said that only 120 hot dogs are served each day after the
lunch hours. So, if you want to smear your mouth with mustard, don’t show up too late because a line for the hot
dog begins to form at the cashier counters as early as 2:15 pm.
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EPMOBTERBEF— BN EHEHLER IBM 11038 - :HR he University purchased its first computer, the IBM 1103, in 1967. One of the most modern

EFERALHEERAS T ABIERR AR 25 machines in those days, the IBM 1103 was installed in the temporary office of the University
S B E R E 2 LT (kHz) B IR - B — 2R AL T8 5 Al LSk Computing Centre located at On Lee Building on Nathan Road, Mong Kok. The computing power of
&S M A R b ' —HbEBEERAH i}

o L . . - the system was measured in kHz. This means it was thousands of times slower than the smartphone
(MHz) &3¢ Eih (GHz) REML  BEREMEERTE AAHRASH which is measured in MHz or GHz. Today the University has a Student Information System designed
SET=8BMEMRRMENTFRBEEERS  AJREEMERATHEZ  for 130,000 users and is able to handle 5,000 students during course registration, and 10,000 during

EEMMEN—BRBENKE MEERNARESAZESEILL - grade-book release.
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New Council Member

1 KRB SCREIED]) 31211581 (h) B B4R N ESE - &
FRI21656 (a) BARTE AXFHEESEAERREEZE D HIE
HRBIEHIREARE  (TH=5 " H2013F4 82384 M-

In accordance with Statutes 11.4, 11.5 and 16.6(a) of The Chinese
University of Hong Kong Ordinance, Prof. Fong Wing-ping has
been elected by the Assembly of Fellows of Chung Chi College
as a member of the Council under Statute 11.1(h) to succeed

7

Prof. Cheung Yuet-wah for three years from 23 April 2013.

FEEERRR

New Dean of Science

REGBBZ T EBEHEENEHRLERS KK EH
hE - B2013F5 A1RRR AR

The Council has approved the appointment of Prof. Henry N.C.

Wong, Professor of Chemistry, as Dean of the Faculty of Science
for five years from 1 May 2013.

ERIRHIR

Emeritus Professor
AeRIERYKEERYRGHEZHIRIERSE
201393 1B A -

REEBE |

Prof. Leslie Young, formerly Professor of Finance in the Department
of Finance, has been awarded the title of Emeritus Professor, with
effect from 1 March 2013.

d:

1995 A B T BN R IRIRE R MK AE
Investment Returns on Designated Investment Funds of Staff
Superannuation Scheme 1995

3.2013 1.4.2012-31.3.2013
= REEZEIE | BEERER | REEZEE | EEER
Fund Unaudited Benchmark Unaudited Benchmark
Return Return

iE ) ) 0, [o)
Growth 1.00% 0.16% 11.92% 10.59%
N
i -0.12% 0.24% 7.72% 8.03%
Balanced
B -0.31% -0.09% 1.58% 3.08%
Stable
EBRE o o 0 0
HK Equity -3.50% -3.21% 11.50% 12.55%
BB . . . .
HK Index-linked -3.02% -2.80% 11.29% 12.52%
A50 B 5 24 . 5 9 9
A50 China Trackera —8.66% -8.71% —2.41% 7.14%
BRI . . . .
HKD Bank Deposit 0.07% 0.001% 1.07% 0.01%
E R . . . .
USD Bank Deposit* 0.18% 0.11% 1.19% 0.02%
TR
IRTCIXTTAF TR ® o o ®
AUD Bank Deposit* 2.10% 1.90% 4.46% 1.39%
BT R . . . .
EUR Bank Deposit* -1.86% -1.88% -3.43% -3.99%

IS EIE B2 M - www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/chi/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html

For MPF Scheme performance, please refer to:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/eng/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html|

A RTEBRZER2012F481R 2N+ @A Z B - EHRKRELREEB S AiShares T ERFAS0

PEIRBETF (2823) M5 B8 R B & E FEMNZ R E & 8RB SITE - £2013F3AZm BEIE N
T70.53% " M2012F4 422013434 2 +— & A ME BN REHRIEA3.17%
Cumulative returns are for the past twelve months from 1 April 2012. The return data include a premium
or a discount between the Market Price and the Net Asset Value of iShares FTSE A50 China Index
ETF (2823). In March, there was a increase in premium of 0.53% and for the twelve months from April
2012 to March 2013, the premium decreased by 3.17%.

* BEREERORCEARBEAN 2 ERE

Both actual and benchmark returns include fore[gn currency exchange difference for the month.
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Review for Retirement/Extension of Service of Teaching Staff
HEANBEERKRFRELEEZTE CEANR2013ER16FANRKE) " HEREH -
HIBAT2MEBRNGC03/2013 RAEBEMEhttps://www.per.cuhk.edu.hk/
PersonnelAnnouncements/tabid/72/Default.aspx°

The review for extension of service beyond the statutory retirement date (for appointees
due to retire in 2013 to 2016) now commences. For further information, please refer
to the General Circular No. GC03/2013 posted at the Personnel Office website https://
www.per.cuhk.edu.hk/PersonnelAnnouncements/tabid/72/Default.aspx.

RE K ER
Swimming Pool Reopens
REKMERAR22BEFFN SRMMESHER !

The University swimming pool reopened on 22 April. Daily opening hours are:

10:30 am — 1:40 pm

Z5—ED 1st session
FE 2:30 pm — 7:15 pm

2nd session
WARERENTKRE RSB RRIE— I IR o
For issuance and renewal of swimming cards, please go to the Pool Counter located on

1/F, Benjamin Franklin Centre.
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Arts'and Leisur
VRS

Mier-. T~

(B BERENEE)
2012 KB BIFEHRA 101.5 x 68.5 [EXK
{45 » 20085 k sy 4 B %

Cluedid

2012, Ink and colour pencil on paper, 101.5 x 68.5 cm
Ho Sin-tung, Fine Arts graduate, 2008
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Prof. Francis Chan
Dean of Medicine

You have received a number of teaching awards. What’s the key to being a good teacher?
The key lies not in how you teach but whether you inspire students to engage in lifelong learning.
A good teacher of medicine shows by example how to be a good doctor—how we treat
our patients and their families, how we get along with our colleagues. This is crucial,
especially in the clinical years when there is bedside teaching and apprenticeship.

What are the benefits of having been with CUHK for so many years as a
student and teacher?

I have known the Faculty of Medicine since its establishment. | have witnessed its
development so | understand its culture, strengths and weaknesses. | also understand
the mindset of medical students and medical staff here. This makes my job easier.

You organized a large-scale SARS screening test for over 12,000 during -
2003. Do you foresee similar arrangements for H7N9? How do you think
H7N9 will affect Hong Kong and the world?

We cannot be certain how H7N9 will develop. We only know that it's
transmitted from fowl to humans. So far, there’s been no evidence of "
human-to-human transmission. The large-scale SARS screening test "
was conducted to look for silent carriers in the community. Unless we
suspect there are silent carriers of H7N9 (and we don’t as yet) [note: as
at the time of interview], there will be no such screening. Throughout
human history, there have been influenza outbreaks from time f
time, leading to illness and death. The influenza virus is frequentl
transmitted by migratory birds to domestic animals, but it is not ofte
that the virus can mutate to a form capable of crossing the huma
barrier, like in the case of SARS.

What has been the biggest challenge in your deanship? ,
| foresee many unpredictable challenges. One is the people. As dean,

| want to bring this Faculty to greater heights of course. But how do |

motivate people to be excellent when they already are or feel they are very

good? Teamwork is certainly important.

Why did you choose to study medicine? And why digestive
diseases?

I don’t have tales of wanting to help people since childhood. That was
not my reason. My parents always told me that being a doctor was an
excellent job that would give me a high social status. So I studied hard
to become a doctor, but in the process, | discovered the uniqueness of
the profession. Medicine is both a science and an art—you certainly
can’t say that of every profession. The science part is obvious, but
what makes it an art? A disease can be defined and diagnosed using
scientific methods, but to treat, say, 10 people suffering from that
disease, you'll need different approaches. And what approach to use
is an art that cannot be determined or assessed by science. | always
tell my students, ‘You don’t treat the disease. You treat the patient.’

I got into digestive diseases, thanks to the influence of Prof. Joseph J.Y.
Sung. When | was a Year 3 medical student, he was a doctor who had

only graduated a couple of years ago. | was deeply inspired by this
teacher (of internal medicine) who was not only young and capable,

but also extremely keen on teaching students. So though | graduated

with a gold medal in surgery, | went into internal medicine. Professor
Sung left Hong Kong to further his training and upon return, was
asked to head the digestive division. There was hardly anyone there
compared to some other specialties which had a lot of supporting
staff—just two doctors, a senior medical officer, and myself (medical
officer). But | chose to join this tiny division because | felt that, without
the shackles of an established infrastructure, it had more potential for
development. And | had no doubt that the young Dr. Sung would take us
to a whole new level. In retrospect, | think | made the right choice.

How is the contemporary lifestyle affecting trends in digestive
disease and hepatology research?

The effect of our increasingly Westernized diet on both has been great.
In the early 1990s, colon cancer was not common, but in the last 20
years, it’s become Hong Kong’s second most common cause of cancer
death. | foresee that it will surpass lung cancer to become the number
one killer in the near future. Fatty liver, caused often by a high-fat diet,
leads to cirrhosis of the liver, and ups the risk of heart disease and
diabetes. In the US, it’s the main cause of cirrhosis and hepatic cancer. In
Hong Kong, hepatitis B is the main cause, but | predict that it’ll soon be
replaced by fatty liver.

Are there any mottos that you live by as a doctor?

My inaugural lecture was titled ‘E4EA which | translated as ‘My Life
in Medical Education’. | feel myself lucky to be a doctor, teacher and

researcher. | tell my students, ‘If a researcher writes a revolutionary paper,

she’ll be talked about for a year, or 10 years at most. If a doctor cures a

patient, she may be remembered by the patient and his family forever.
But when a teacher nurtures students who go on to nurture other students,
the figures are astronomical. Whatever type of doctor you become, teach
someone, if only your patients.’ B

Photos of Prof. Francis Chan in this issue by Keith Hiro





