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Having served CUHK for decades, Mr. Terence Chan (right), Bursar; Mr. David Lim (left), Director of Campus Development; and
Mr. K.C. Yuen, Acting Director of Personnel, retired recently. This day, they’re seen in casual wear, playing billiard and chatting about

life after retirement. (Please read pp. 2-3)
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Lucky are we who live in peaceful times and can
normally expect a fulfilling career to be followed by a
period of leisure activities or pardoned inactivity, a.k.a.
retirement. In this issue, we meet three familiar faces
not in their familiar context of the board room but at the
billiard table, and get to hear what they remember and
miss about their ‘school days” at CUHK and their next
plans, lots of plans.

Earl Haig (1861-1928) gave a different meaning to
retirement in his order to the British troops in France
during the First World War:

Every position must be held to the last man: there
must be no retirement. With our backs to the wall,
and believing in the justice of our cause, each one
of us must fight to the end.

There has never been a greater advocate of our cause.
His care for CUHK knows no retirement. Sir Q.W. Lee
(1918-2013), who needs no introduction, passed away on
10 August. The entire University mourns and pays tribute
to this long-time mentor, benefactor and friend.

In the other pages, readers will see an early letter signed
by the founding Vice-Chancellor Dr. Choh-ming Li, read
about the road to a musical career travelled by another
school leaver, Miss Jamie Wong, and the arrival of a new
brand of coffee on campus.
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Pro-Vice-Chancellors, Associate Pro-Vice-Chancellors, and
Master of College including, Prof. Michael K.M. Hui (2nd left),
Prof. Fok Tai-fai (2nd right), Prof. Fanny M.C. Cheung (3rd right),
Prof. Fung Tung (Ist left), Prof. Dennis K.P. Ng (Ist right), and
Prof. Kenneth Young (3rd left) attending the farewell party of
Mr. Terence Chan (4th left) and Mr. K.C. Yuen (4th right)
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s the new academic year begins, the
Acampus is abuzz with life again. But
three once-familiar faces will be missing from
the crowd—Mr. Terence Chan, Bursar; Mr.
David Lim, Director of Campus Development;
and Mr. K.C. Yuen, Acting Director of Personnel.
Having served the University for almost 70
years in total, they have stepped down from
the frontlines and entered a new stage of life.
On this day, they exchange stories, recalling
how they joined CUHK, and discuss life after
retirement.

It has been a month since your retirement.
Do you miss anything?

Chan:1 worked at the University for 23 years. The average
working lifespan is about 40 years. This means I spent
half of my working life at CUHK, a place that filled
me with memories—happy ones, unforgettable ones,
difficult ones.... I am going to really miss it, but it’s
fine. The campus is open to all. I'll come back from
time to time to say hello. My wife and daughter are
CUHK alumni too. My ties with the University won't be
stopping here.

Lim: I was in the building, hotel management and logistics
industry for years, but I enjoyed my 15-year service at
CUHK the most. Of course, it’s hard to bid farewell. I
appreciate the support from my colleagues and would
never forget the battles we fought. I hope my colleagues
will scale new heights under the leadership of the new

director.

Yuen: I feel the same way as Mr. Chan. I worked for the
University for 31 years. It’s a long time! I don’t miss
working but I miss the people here—the comrades and

colleagues with whom I worked closely over the years.

Recalling how he joined CUHK, Mr. Chan said, ‘My joining
was a coincidence. It was in 1984 and |, then quite young,
saw the University’s recruitment ad. It was an opportunity
for a career promotion. | also wanted to try working in an
academic institution. Six years later, | resigned and joined
China Light & Power Company. In 1996, Prof. Arthur
K.C. Li, former Vice-Chancellor, invited me to take up the
post of Bursar, succeeding Mr. David Gilkes. After serious
consideration, | agreed and regarded the rejoining as a
commitment to serve until my retirement.’
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Mr. Yuen’s story was similar. Upon graduation from CUHK
in 1977, he worked in Heung Yee Kuk N.T. and later the
Hong Kong Polytechnic. Then he learnt that the University
was recruiting and thought it was not a bad idea to serve
his alma mater.

‘I applied for the post with the intention of retiring,’ revealed
Mr. Lim. He had already retired in 1997, but feeling bored,
decided to find easier work to kill time. ‘I saw a recruitment
ad for the directorship of the Estates Management Office
at CUHK. | applied and got the job. Before | reported
to duty, Prof. Arthur K.C. Li persuaded me to take up
the post of chief architect of the Campus Development
Office (CDO) instead. Since | was trained as an architect,
| gladly accepted, only to find out that the job was far from
easy.’

What was your first day of work like?

Chan: The first day of my rejoining was unforgettable. I was
supposed to resume duty on the 16th, but I was requested
to start work a day in advance, i.e., the 15th. It was
because an important and long-standing benefactor of
the University had passed away, and the funeral service
was held on the 15th. The University would like me to

attend the funeral as Bursar.

Lim: I found the interior design, layout and furnishings very
old-fashioned when I stepped into the office, as if I had
gone back to Shanghai of the 1930s. As an architect, I
was sensitive to the layout and design, so I decided to
modernize the University’s offices. 1 started with the
CDO, before moving on to other offices to revitalize

these spaces.

Yuen: 1didn’t have unusual experiences like Mr. Chan’s. On my
first day of work at CUHK, I familiarized myself with my
duties which was handling the recruitment of Terms of
Service (B) and (C) staff. What impressed me most were
my colleagues. They helped me a lot in understanding

the procedures and details.

The three men may have different first-day experiences,
but when it came to their favourite corner on campus, all
three picked the same places—the courtyard of the Institute
of Chinese Studies and the Pavilion of Harmony at the
New Asia College. Mr. Yuen likes the courtyard because
it is quiet yet enlivened by colourful koi in the pond. If
time allowed, he would pass through the courtyard when
having to attend a meeting at the University Administration
Building. Mr. Chan loved to hang out there at lunch break.

e fd 5o 2 &
Mr. K.C. Yuen

Mr. Lim gave a professional view, ‘The courtyard is a
masterpiece by Mr. I.M. Pei, renowned architect, and the
late Dr. Szeto Wai, former University Architect. It’s the
kind of design that will never go out of date.” The pavilion
is well-integrated into its surroundings. When viewed
from a certain angle, the reflection of the sky on the pond
is seamlessly connected with the sea.

How did you spend your last day of work
at CUHK?

Chan:1 had a meeting in the morning. After lunch, I took
photos and said goodbye to colleagues. There was
another meeting at 3:30 pm. In other words, I spent my
last two working hours at CUHK at a meeting! I was
bewildered. It turned out that the meeting was a surprise
Sfarewell party. In attendance were Mr. Yuen, colleagues

from the Bursary and other units. I was moved.

Yuen: I worked as usual and took pictures with colleagues. A
farewell party was held at our office in the afternoon.
Then I had to attend a meeting. I thought it would be a
perfect wrap-up of my time at the University as it was
supposed to end at 5:30 pm. But it turned out to be a
farewell party. Like Mr. Chan, I was moved.

Lim: My story is slightly different from Mr. Chan’s and Mr.
Yuen’s. The farewell party was held weeks ago at the
Hyatt Regency, Sha Tin. I felt really honoured that some
120 guests attended including colleagues, consultants
from our partner-companies, and staff from CUHK,
Shenzhen. As a token of my gratitude, I gave each guest
a few lines of poetry written in my Chinese calligraphy

as a souvenir.

It was a really busy day. I had a meeting at 8:30 am.
As there were some unexpected happenings, an ad hoc
meeting had to be convened. That day was also my
34th wedding anniversary. I planned to have lunch with
my wife. As a result, she had to wait until the meeting
ended. I continued to work afterwards. At 5:30 pm, 1
stopped working and said goodbye to colleagues. After

HALRBLE s
Mpr. Lim’s souvenir for
guests—his calligraphy

Photos of Mr. Terence Chan, Mr. David Lim, and Mr. K.C. Yuen by Cheung Wai-lok

that, I continued to write the handover memo which I
had begun months ago. At about 8:30 pm, the task was
completed and I had dinner with my family to celebrate
the anniversary. My wife and I returned to office again
after dinner to pack up my belongings. But I had so much
stuff that, despite her help, the packing went on until
2:30 am. I asked her to leave first, and I stayed behind
to send e-mails allocating different responsibilities to
different individuals. I left after 3:00 am.

What are your short-term and long-term
retirement plans?

Chan: I intend to spend time on three things. First is rendering
voluntary services such as being a senior adviser and a
member of the University Council’s Finance Committee,
and its sub-committee, the Investment Committee;

senior tutor of Shaw College,; chairman of the Finance
Committee of the Scout Association of Hong Kong;
and treasurer of the Hong Kong University Graduates
Association Education Foundation. Second, I'll make
financial investments to guarantee capital and general
income, and I’ll exercise more to stay healthy. Third,
I’ll spend time on my hobbies and my family. I love
singing especially Cantonese opera but I am not good
at it. I plan on learning it again. I'll also spare some
time for practising Chinese calligraphy, travelling,
reading, accompanying my wife, and playing with my
grandchildren.

Lim: I engage in quite a number of voluntary services
outside CUHK, e.g., serving partner schools in Hong
Kong and Macau, mainland organizations, the HKSAR
government, and the international voluntary summer
English programme set up by myself and my wife on the
mainland. I'll carry on such work. My wife will retire

next year, so we’ll have more time to do what we like.

Yuen: It’s very simple. To me, retirement means stepping down
from work and resting. I would love to travel more when
I am still healthy. In the past, I was reluctant to exercise.
Now there are no more excuses. I plan to swim, hike and
pick up fishing again, a hobby I set aside for over 20
years. 1 love photography too. I hope to take photos that
I’'m happy with in the future.

These men may have joined the University by chance,
but the seeds of friendship sown have blossomed into
lush and sturdy trees. Though they have retired, we're
sure their faces will be seen on campus from time
to time. &
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‘There is substance in the void. Countless ghost particles impinge on
our world. As | speak, over a trillion ghost particles pass through each
single seat in this lecture hall every second. They pass through us as if we
don’t exist,’ thus began Prof. Chu Ming-chung of the Physics Department in
the CUHK 50th Anniversary Public Lecture entitled ‘Ghost Particles and the
Evolution of the Universe’ on 24 August.

Professor Chu leads the Hong Kong team of the international Daya Bay Collaboration in studying
neutrinos (one kind of ghost particles), in the hope of finding answers to some of the most fundamental
questions related to the origin of the universe. ‘According to the Big Bang Theory, the universe was
all energy 13.8 billions years ago. With the expansion of the universe, energy slowly became what
is known as matter today. But a big question remains. The Big Bang should have produced the same
amount of matter and antimatter. But what we can observe today is mostly matter and very little
antimatter. Where have all the antimatter gone? It poses a cosmological and particle physics puzzle.
Scientists infer that in the early phases of the universe, matter exceeded antimatter by a 100 millionth
part. This minuscule asymmetry has produced stars, the galaxies, life and us. What is not known is
why there is this asymmetry of a 100 millionth part.

Due to the existence of large numbers of neutrinos and their renowned taste for breaking symmetries—
such as the famous violation of left-right symmetry proposed by Prof. Yang Chen-ning and Prof.
Lee Tsung-dao in 1956, understanding neutrinos may hold the key to the mystery of the origin of
matter-antimatter asymmetry. The three types of neutrinos mix and change into each other when
they travel through space (oscillations). The frequency of neutrino oscillation is directly related to the
neutrino ‘mass splitting’, and ‘mixing angle’ represents the amplitude of the oscillation. Observing
and measuring the ‘mass splitting” and ‘mixing angle’ would help to elucidate the nature of neutrinos.
The research group at Daya Bay discovered a new mode of neutrino oscillation last year, which was
selected as one of the ‘Top Ten Scientific Breakthroughs’ of the year by Science. Building on that
success, the group announced on 22 August their latest findings on the relationship between neutrino
oscillations and energy changes, the measurement of a ‘mass splitting’. They also provided a more
precise and refined value for the ‘mixing angles’ derived in the previous year.

According to Professor Chu, the neutrino is being studied in many countries but taking the next
step requires international collaborative effort. ‘The Daya Bay experiment can only measure the
oscillations of anti-neutrinos. Researchers in the US, Europe and Japan are planning the next phase
of experimentation: to produce high energy anti-neutrinos as well as high energy neutrinos with
accelerators. Observing how these neutrinos and anti-neutrinos vary in their oscillations over long
distances give us data that might explain the 100 millionth part asymmetry.’

Near the end of the lecture, a member of the audience asked what the use of getting to the bottom of
the universe was. Professor Chu confessed that he had been thinking of the same question for a long
time, ‘Honestly, | don’t see any practical uses. But | believe that, like me, many of you who came to
this lecture today have this impish itch to know where we came from.” In fathoming the origin of the
universe, a child is perhaps as eligible as a scientist. E
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Conference on Climate Change Challenge

ARIRIR e R RIS ERRIAEAREEGFARE
ERBA19E21BBFEREEENWENEAR EF
RRESLCEREH a8t HUXEHRSHmH2
EMAEE  DERIRBBEAR GF  [IR K ERE
BHHARKR SREBEES LS ES RIS
B WA KBS M IRRIRITEVED - B EERIE
PARIEEEREEEARFERRES -

REBEANGERSERLLE BEESEEZRKE
et (B) XEEBFAREGERFTHBFHITMILESE
REEETIREE-

AT RS RIRECHRE - ERRRTTBN21R 8
W IERBRRIRRIE RS - U [RIRE(E 2B R
HBR] B BETRBENER LR 2 RRAE
ECRBREL - ST SKARRTT A ©

Jointly organized by CUHK’s Institute of Environment, Energy and Sustainability and the Chinese-American Oceanic
and Atmospheric Association, the 6th International Conference on Atmosphere, Ocean and Climate Change was
held at Esther Lee Building from 19 to 21 August. Over 170 practitioners, researchers and educators from around the
world engaged in research on atmosphere, ocean and climate change presented their latest research and insight. The
conference, supported by the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust, was hosted by CUHK Jockey Club Initiative
Gaia (Gaia). Co-organizers included the Department of Geography and Resource Management of CUHK and the
Hong Kong Meteorological Society.

The opening ceremony was officiated by Mr. Shun Chi-ming, director of Hong Kong Observatory; Mr. Anthony W.K.
Chow (photo), Steward, the Hong Kong Jockey Club; Prof. Li Zhanging, president of the Chinese-American Oceanic
and Atmospheric Association; and Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung, Vice-Chancellor of CUHK.

On 21 August, Gaia held a public forum entitled ‘Climate Change: A Global Challenge and Its Latest Situation’ with
the aim of reaching out to the wider community on the topic of climate change. At this forum under the Environment
and Climate Change Forum Series, experts from different disciplines discussed the current situation of climate change
and how to meet the challenge.
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Sponsored by the Croucher Foundation, the Croucher Summer Course on Research Methodology for Disaster and
Medical Humanitarian Response was held from 22 to 26 July at the Jockey Club School of Public Health and Primary
Care. The course was organized by the Collaborating Centre for Oxford University and CUHK for Disaster and
Medical Humanitarian Response (CCOUC) and attended by 17 young researchers and postgraduate students from
Hong Kong, mainland China, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Indonesia, Switzerland, and Turkey, etc.

¢

Croucher Summer Coursel
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Prof. Emily Chan, director, and Prof. Kevin Hung, research manager, CCOUC, discussed the strengths and weaknesses
of various field-based research methodologies, and examined how humanitarian system benefits from technology-
assisted, real-time impact evaluation in disaster situation. Participants then went on for theme-based discussion.

Prof. Colin Graham, editor-in-chief of the European Journal of Emergency Medicine; Dr. Natasha Reyes, manager,
Emergency Response Support Unit, and Dr. Rhitam Chakraborty, human resource officer, Médecins Sans Frontiéres,
were invited to deliver lectures. The next Croucher Summer Course will be held in 2015.
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The Faculty of Medicine will launch Asia’s first elite
MB ChB programme—the Global Physician-Leadership
Stream (GPS) in fall. The programme aims at training
medical students who exhibit qualities that can be
cultivated to take up leadership roles in medical and
health sciences, including clinical service, health policy,
medical education, and cutting-edge research. Students
admitted could have their internship at international
health care units such as WHO to enhance their global

perspective. They could pursue their graduate studies at
top overseas institutions such as Oxford and Cambridge.

Among the medical students admitted this year, a total
of 22 top candidates from the Hong Kong Diploma of
Secondary Education (HKDSE) and the International
Baccalaureate (IB) examinations have been selected for
this unique programme.

As the Global Physician-Leadership Stream s
intellectually demanding, one of the criteria for
admission is academic merit. From the HKDSE
applicants, one student with seven subjects at Level
5** and two students with six subjects at Level 5**
were selected; from the IB applicants, three students
scoring the full mark of 45, and 10 students with 44
were chosen. Equipped with a large reservoir of leaders
and researchers, the Faculty is dedicated to educating

and nurturing global stream students.

A BEERERE (B R) B BRE L4493 33042 45
&R IS RCPSHYE R R B ARG AR
BEmsmEk (9h3) RIBAKR

From left: Prof. Wu Che-yuen Justin, Associate Dean (Clinical),
Faculty of Medicine and programme director of Global
Physician-Leadership Stream; Mr. Henry Arthur Poon, Miss
Tsang Yee-wai Rosanna and Miss Chan Sze-ying Coco, students
of the global stream; and Prof. Chu Chiu-wing Winnie, Assistant
Dean (External Affairs), Faculty of Medicine
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1995 AR T EINBIER EOIRAAE
Investment Returns on Designated Investment Funds of Staff
Superannuation Scheme 1995

7.2013 1.8.2012-31.7.2013
o REBREE SRR | REBRRNE | SRS
un Unaudited Benchmark Unaudited Benchmark
Return Return
i
Gafwth 3.97% 4.23% 18.12% 16.63%
;Fﬁnced 2.97% 3.61% 10.99% 11.95%
Eﬁle 2.09% 2.30% 0.30% 2.43%
£t g0 28
ﬁﬁ%ﬁy 5.04% 4.11% 14.87% 14.49%
= =
ﬁﬁi@i_“nked 5.20% 5.21% 13.56% 14.57%
——
ﬁggqéi:%%ackeﬂ -0.91% ~1.14% —7.34% —2.48%
Stk — AR 2ot
f@%;f&posit 0.08% 0.001% 0.93% 0.01%
FEITIRITER . . . .
USD Bank Deposit* DI 0.01% 1.10% 0.08%
B ITAR T = 2k
Aﬁujlgfigfgtposit* -1.96% -2.15% ~11.42% ~13.80%
BR T iR 1 TR =k *
&??ﬂf S:posit* 2.22% 2.19% 8.72% 8.24%

BIEE EIEE LM - www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/chi/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html

For MPF Scheme performance, please refer to:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/eng/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html|

A RRELIFEHR2012F8 1B 21BN T—EA 2 B8R - BRI E B MEAE B S AiSharesTIE ZRFAS0F
EIIEEIETF (2823) TS ER R B & B FEH)Z R A& £ R R B TE < £2013F 7 A% BN
T0.78% 20128 A= 201347 A 2+ A AHAEM RFHE N R1.02% -

Cumulative returns are for the past twelve months from 1 August 2012. The return data include a premium
or a discount between the Market Price and the Net Asset Value of iShares FTSE A50 China Index ETF
(2823). In July, there was an increase in premium of 0.78% and for the twelve months from August 2012

to July 2013, the premium increased by 1.02%.
* BREREOREDERERRAZEXES) -

Both actual and benchmark returns include foreign currency exchange difference for the month.

[FPREF Al SFERIIFE LBFE
‘CU50 - The People’ Video Series Online

[PARET Al BEZFNREHEL  RBEETRFROFARAN EREBEFAKAS
RERWEE - BHRTE ARERBHE 2L BEHPRAE 2 E TEEESE
REEXE [E& Fall @AEmALT-

PHENOEZRTEARREFEHEL EREHEX (NR) 2009FHERMIER
BEE AREREHEK  UARRERHBIEHNE - FElwww.50.cuhk.edu.hk/zh_tw/
cub0ThePeople S fF AT QRIS - BIBE BT AE - B PR AHRMKE -

‘CU50 + The People’ video series features generations of CUHK members who have
shaped the University into what it has become today: the trailblazers, those who have
served the community with determination, those who have lived up to the humanistic
spirit of CUHK and those whose characteristics signify the anniversary theme ‘Embrace
Our Culture, Empower Our Future’.

The first four episodes of the series feature Dr. Choh-ming Li, the
founding Vice-Chancellor of CUHK; Prof. Lo Wai-luen (Xiao Si);
Prof. Charles K. Kao, 2009 Nobel Laureate in Physics and former
Vice-Chancellor; and Prof. Edward Y.Y. Ng.

To watch, visit www.50.cuhk.edu.hk/en/cu50ThePeople or scan
the QR code.

BIEBHEN 2R PR

Business Administration Faculty’s New China Business Website

TrAEREREL A PELHERE]

Hmmmcm (www.baf.cuhk.edu.hk/faculty/cbk/index.

aspx) T ERRSHER Rk 2 BT

WORARHEHXE R 2B B R

BB R - AR R/ N L fE 22 A

Ko BRFAA LI RTRBEL [BEE

AR E TN R AR EB AR E B 7 | EREH
AE BRI ETERE L HE -

The Faculty of Business Administration
has launched a new website—China Business Knowledge@CUHK (www.baf.cuhk.
edu.hk/faculty/cbk/index.aspx) to facilitate quick search on the Faculty’s China
research publications, easy-to-read articles and videos, commentaries by its academic
staff on China’s business trends, as well as profiles and mini case studies of alumni
businesses. A launch ceremony was held which comprised an inaugural round table
dialogue entitled ‘Where Is the Best Location for Companies to Establish Their Asian
Regional Headquarters?” The dialogue was videotaped and will be uploaded to the
website later.

-,‘(\»
VF"

Dr. the Hon. Sir Quo-wei Lee, Mentor, Benefact

1918-2013
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The coffee culture on campus is undergoing continuous refinement. The newly opened Café Tolo at Lee Woo Sing
College, situated in a patio opening onto a full view of the Tolo Harbour, reminds the coffee aficionado that coffee
drinking is not only about beans but the totality of the ambience of, well, drinking.

The drinking utensils deserve more than an honorary mention. The broad-rimmed white cup rewards gulps more
than sips. The oval saucer gets its shape for a good reason—to give hearing to the ever compliant biscuit. The only
criticism is the spoon. Too unassuming perhaps, it needs to be groomed to go well with the team style.

Quintessential coffee drinking requires no milk or sugar. Its sinking dark colour plunges one into deep thoughts. Its
aromatic crema embodies the trinity of sight, smell and taste. All of these are found in the white porcelain of Café Tolo.
Still virgin soil, this cozy and chic corner of the College would soon become a hub for coffee buffs on campus.

The Galleria!
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This is the Chinese version of a letter issued and signed by Dr. Choh-ming Li, the founding Vice-
Chancellor of CUHK, to members of the Senate and chairmen of departments in 1965 regarding
the teaching methods advisers’ report. Reading between the lines, one can see how the well-
being of students was given top priority, a policy the University has upheld to this day. This
letter shows Dr. Li’s vision of bringing together China and the west, which is in line with the
University’s mission. (The Vice-Chancellor’s letter is reprinted from The Chinese University Bulletin,
Vol. 1 « Supplement, June 1965, No. 12)
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Jamie Wong
Recipient of the Esther Yewpick Lee Millennium Scholarship; Music, 2013

How did you become interested in music?

When | was about three, | liked to play the electronic
keyboard. | was able to reproduce on it melodies that
| had heard only once. My parents let me take piano
lessons and bought me a piano to replace the keyboard.

Other than the piano, you also learnt to play the
violin, the guitar and drums. Were there others?
Why did you learn different kinds of musical
instruments?

I love music composition and arrangement. The violin is
a string instrument, drums are percussion, and guitars are
commonly used in pop music. | wanted to learn about
the features and limitations of different instruments so as
to use the most suitable ones in my music. | learnt erhu
too while studying in CUHK.

Why do you like music composition and arrangement?

| felt a bit bored with constant piano practice. | looked
for something to amuse myself. That’s how | started
composing and arranging music. In Secondary 4,
I composed a song for my classmate to sing in a music
competition. We won a prize and the appreciation of
Mr. Ronald Ng who gave me a scholarship to study for
a Diploma in Music Composition and Production at his
music school. He also offered me a contract to participate
in the production of cantopop. Several of my works were
sold to pop singers.

You're classically trained but now involved in pop
music. Are you interested in crossing genres? Who is
your favourite crossover composer or performer?

| don’t want to miss anything when it comes to music.
In addition to playing the piano, | am also a member of
a choir and | play orchestral music. | don’t think there is
any conflict between classical and pop music. There will
be more diversity in the music circle if classical or serious
music is more accessible to the general public, or if more
people could appreciate different types of music.

Mr. Ng Cheuk-yin is one of the local musicians | admire.
He is an alumnus of the Department of Music and my
teacher. This full-time composer was the founder and
music director of ‘SIU2’, a fusion band. His compositions
have included orchestral, chamber, choral, Chinese
instrumental, music for the theatre and dance, musical,
and pop.

When did you decide that music would be your
lifelong career?

| have known for a long time ago that music is something
I would never want to live without. Having been involved
in pop music production, | realized this interest could
also be a career. But I'm not sure how | should develop

it, so | have decided to study at the Department of Music
to learn more about different aspects of music before
making a decision.

How was your musical and other developments
influenced by studying in CUHK?

I had some very good teachers in the department and |
enjoyed my studies thoroughly. Prof. Victor A. Vicente
impressed me the most. | took his courses on Bollywood
film score, music and politics, etc., and participated in his
studies on musical education in prisons. It is Professor
Vicente who inspired my interest in ethnomusicology
and led me to pursue further studies in this area. If | did
not study at CUHK, | would not have taken the path
of research.

What made you want to teach young inmates at the
Pik Uk Correctional Institution?

Ms. Nancy Loo, my piano teacher, has been teaching
music at Pik Uk for over 10 years. She knew that |
was familiar with pop music, so she asked me if | was
interested in taking up the job. | agreed at once. | went
there about once a week for two or three hours. Though
these young inmates were shy when we first met, they
show great diligence in learning because they are grateful
for someone who comes all the way to teach them. Their
progress has been astonishing! Moreover, their self-
confidence and communication skills have improved.
Some felt lost about the future but have now identified
targets. The experience has shown me the power of
music. It’s grounded and it helps people. My target is
to use music to help the socially disadvantaged and as a
vehicle for social advancement.

What do you expect to gain from Oxford where
you will pursue Master’s studies. Any plans upon
graduation?

I went on exchange to Yale and Columbia where | met
people with distinct opinions, who were passionate and
had no regrets. | hope to meet outstanding people at
Oxford so that | can learn from them. I'll continue with
research after completing my studies. And, I would like to
keep on composing pop songs, if possible.

What are your hobbies except music?

Playing badminton, watching movies and reading. &
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