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Buzint Welcoming International Students

AN ARIE R R AERENGFTEALREY MBI P KT A multicultural ecology on campus helps students from different cultures to learn from each other and broaden their horizons.
1965531 £ B An i K 3T S04 R3] 2 AR P R B ST iR CUHK set up its first student exchange programme in 1965 with the University of California. Today, the University has student
SRR S EH =S A i A R IR B A X 4 =B exchange programmes with over 230 institutions in 30 countries/regions in Asia, Australia, Europe and the Americas. During
BR B o« 5B P RGP AT AT A E R MEREE this academic year, over 1,000 international exchange students will enrol at CUHK. This day, Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung, Vice-
SRR A AR AL ET XA B AEF SR S £ Chancellor, met with some newly arrived exchange students to wish them a colourful campus life in the coming days.
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The CUHK Newsletter is published by the Information Services Office, CUHK, on a fortnightly basis. Submission guidelines and deadlines can be found at www.iso.cuhk.edu.hk/english/newsletter/.
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This mid-autumn saw the CUHK campus vibrant with
song and dance thanks to 50th anniversary celebrations.
For three nights, the unique strains of Chinese opera
exuded from Sir Run Run Shaw Hall as Peking, Kun and
Cantonese operas—UNESCO-accoladed varieties of the
art form, were being staged. How does one select the
programme? What is the modernity of traditional opera?
Dr. Koo Ti-hua and Mr. Yuen Siu-fai who took upon
themselves to promulgate Chinese operatic culture shared
their views with the audience.

In October a goddess graced our campus with her
presence. Led by Miss Tai Lihua, the China Disabled
People’s Performing Art Troupe taught students at

Lee Woo Sing College some movements from the
famous piece Thousand-hand Bodhisattva. The artists
demonstrated rhythm in silence and strength in fragility,
impressing all present with their talent and passion.

Scientific discoveries are often the results of years, even
decades of meticulous hard work. A discovery under

a microscope may potentially have repercussions on
humankind. Many research projects led by CUHK
scholars received funding support from the Research
Grants Council under the Areas of Excellence and the
Theme-based Research Schemes this year. The areas
included cell biology, genetics and energy.

Dedicated research, quest for knowledge and service
to peers mark the fulfilling life at CUHK of Xu Bing,
president of the Postgraduate Student Association. He
shares more in ‘Thus Spake ...".
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October is not only the season of harvest; it also marks the climax of the CUHK 50th anniversary
celebrations. An array of art performances was presented in the month, enriching cultural life
on campus.

On 6 October, over 40 performers of the China Disabled People’s Performing Art Troupe were invited

by Lee Woo Sing College to perform at Sha Tin Town Hall. Programmes included the well-known
Thousand-hand Bodhisattva, My Dream, ballet, Latin dance, dance drama, ethnic and Western music. The
performers of the Thousand-hand Bodhisattva, who overcame their hearing impairment to master rhythm
in a soundless world and move in elegant synchronicity, impressed the audience.

At the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre on 7 October, over 1,400 guests attended the
Meeting the Master’s Fund Raising Gala organized by Lee Woo Sing College. Famous artists including

Mr. Mei Baojiu, Ms. Ling Bo, Miss Paula Tsui, Mr. George Lam, Ms. Chan Po-chu and Miss Mui
Suet-see, Mr. Warren Mok, and Miss Tai Lihua, performed Peking opera, Huangmei opera, Mandarin
and Cantonese pop songs, Cantonese opera, Western opera and dance. A fusion of cultural performances
by renowned artists, the event received more than $10 million in donations towards the University’'s
development as of the end of September 2013.

With the support of Dr. Koo Ti-hua, director of the China Peking Opera Arts Foundation, founder of the
KOO Ti Hua Foundation for the Promotion of KunQu Opera; Dr. Lee Woo-sing, permanent honorary
president of the Shanghai Fraternity Association of Hong Kong and College Patron of Lee Woo Sing
College; Mr. Fan Shi-hoo Hamen, vice-chairman, and Mr. Fung Siu-to Clement, chairman, Shaw
College Board of Trustees; Mr. Ho Kin-lap and the Shanghai Commercial Bank Limited, ‘An Operatic
Journey of Cultural Heritage through Peking, Kunqu and Cantonese Traditions’ was held from 8 to 10
October. At the invitation of the University, Shanghai Opera School, which is affiliated with Shanghai
Theatre Academy, and Ling Lung Cantonese Opera Troupe, respectively presented Peking and Kunqu
operatic excerpts, as well as a Cantonese opera performance about Confucius.

The history, cultural, aesthetics and artistic values embodied in Peking, Kun and Cantonese operas are
internationally recognized. The three major traditional Chinese operas have made the UNESCO Intangible
Cultural Heritage List. The event is a valuable opportunity to appreciate the beauty of opera and to
promote the art. English subtitles were provided for the benefit of non-Chinese speakers.
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President of the China Disabled People’s Performing Art Troupe
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A world-renowned art troupe, the China
Disabled People’s Performing Art Troupe was
named ‘Artist for Peace’ by UNESCO. The
programme performed for the University,
like that of their usual performances, was
tailored with the aims of bringing the dreams
of the performers to stage, presenting ‘truth,
honesty and virtue’ to the audience. Miss
Tai Lihua, president of the troupe, said,
‘The audience was very enthusiastic. They
refused to leave even after several curtain
calls.

The troupe stayed in the hostel of Lee
Woo Sing College during their visit, which
Miss Tai said gave them a feeling of home
compared to hotels. ‘Our performers and
staff like the campus and the atmosphere.
There’s harmony between people. Staff and

students are kind and helpful which narrows the distance
between us.’

During the visit, troupe members participated in the
high-table dinner of the College and hosted a dancing
experience class on the evening of 4 October. Some 20 staff
and students attended the class and learnt sign-language
dance. In addition, the experts demonstrated some of
the movements in Thousand-hand Bodhisattva. Miss Tai
observed, ‘This is the first time we hosted this kind of
activity for participants who are not dancers. | could feel
their enthusiasm in learning.’

On the day before departure, members of the troupe saw a
note on the notice board: ‘Thank you for bringing us such a
wonderful performance.” Miss Tai said, ‘We were impressed
and wrote “thank you”. Many thanks indeed to the staff of
Lee Woo Sing College for their arrangement and care.’
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Director of the China Peking Opera Arts Foundation
Founder of the KOO Ti Hua Foundation for the Promotion of KunQu Opera
Organizer of "An Operatic Journey of Cultural Heritage through Peking, Kunqu and Cantonese Traditions’

Considered to be the mother of all Chinese
operas, Kunqu is the oldest form of opera in
China. It has a history of at least 450 years. If you
trace its roots to Yuanqu, it is already 600 years
old. In the early stages of its development, Kunqu
had a vast repertoire of close to 1,000 libretti. But
today only about 100, including newly revived
ones, are still being put on stage. It is imperative
for us to rediscover and revive old libretti and to
pass them on to future generations.

Recently there has been a trend to stage operas
on university campuses. I've arranged several
performances at City University and Polytechnic
University in Hong Kong. Last year Mr. Lee Woo-sing and | organized an ‘Introduction to Peking Opera and Kunqu’ at
CUHK, which was well received. The students realized that Chinese opera is interesting and can be a lot of fun. We have
more and more young viewers now. They can tell that Chinese opera is the gem of our heritage. Peking opera, Kun opera

and Cantonese opera all have well-established ways of performing. Singing, acting, recitation and acrobatics are all done in
accordance with rules. On this occasion we brought three styles of Chinese opera to CUHK campus to show students how
refined they are.

The promotion of opera is indispensable to the dissemination of Chinese culture. We arranged four excerpts for this
event, which are all about the famed ‘Four Beauties’ in Chinese history. They aim at enabling students to have a better
understanding of history from an artistic perspective. The Peking opera excerpts ‘The General and the Prime Minister Make
Peace’ and ‘Wu Song Fighting at the Inn’ are also rich in historical detail. Both Kun and Peking operas are about the basic
virtues in traditional Chinese morality.

Member of the Hong Kong Arts Development Council and chairman of its Xiqu Group
Vice-President of the Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong
A film actor and Cantonese opera artist who has performed for 60 years. He plays Confucius in The Peregrinations of Confucius.

This semi-deified ‘Paragon for All Generations’ and grand master of Confucianism was a flesh-and-blood human being who
had to eat and sleep like everybody else, so we had to ‘humanize’ him first. Confucius was not a fictional character. But
we don’t have much information about his personal life. So, we can only piece together his personality from descriptions
in the works of his students. People usually think that he was aloof and rigid. But many of his words are quite plain and
unassuming. However, it is inadvisable to completely overturn traditional perceptions of this figure. We still have to base
our interpretation on long-held and popular beliefs about him. By and large, we have to maintain the image of Confucius as
a sage, while preserving his humanity.

Except for a crisis in Scene 4 ‘Besieged in Chen’ and intense debates with Nan Zi and the Duke Ling of Wei in Scene 3, there
is not much dramatic conflict in the plot. But neither are we going to resort to exaggeration for the sake of creating conflict.
Many lines in the libretto were taken from the Analects. If you haven't read the Analects, you may not fully understand the
libretto. The play is full of messages. The audience can appreciate it from the mentality of Confucius. He fell from grace not
because that he was lacking in ability, but because his idea of great unity was not accepted by rulers due to vested interest.

First, it can teach students to understand and appreciate this art form.
Second, it can do research to trace the evolution of Cantonese opera, such
as the development of its different vocal styles. Ideally, scholars’ research
skills and foundation in theory can complement performers’ hands-on
experience. The older generation of Chinese opera performers were
trained through apprenticeship. They were not allowed to ask questions.
So, they’re not good at analysis or research. But by showing the right
direction with their experience, they can help to prevent research from

going awry.
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Over $200 Million Granted for Pushing
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hen you examine cell movement through a microscope, or look at the universe through a telescope, you
will be fascinated and realize what we know is nothing compared to the sum of knowledge in the galaxy.

CUHK recently secured funding for four research projects in the fields of human health, energy and its sustainable
development, as well as cell function from the Research Grants Council (RGC). The research projects will help to
probe into the mysteries of the cosmos from the micro to the macro.

RGC announced the funding results of the third round of the Theme-based Research Scheme (TRS) and the
sixth round of the Areas of Excellence (AoE) Scheme. All six selected proposals have the participation of CUHK
researchers, with four being led by them. Together CUHK received funding of over HK$200 million.

Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung, Vice-Chancellor of CUHK, was pleased that CUHK researchers’ achievements were being
recognized: ‘The funding results demonstrate CUHK’s leading position in many research disciplines.” He said the
University would continue to strive to scale new heights in research and aim at becoming a world leader in the
selected areas.

The AoE Scheme was set up to encourage institutions to build upon their existing strengths and develop them into
AoEs. Such areas would be recognized internationally as of equal status to their peers in the same subject areas,
and justify the additional investment in state-of-the-art facilities and activities which would help them maintain
their lead. The objective of the TRS is to focus academic research efforts of the institutions on themes of strategic
importance to the long-term development of Hong Kong.
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Gentre for Organelle Biogenesis and FUNCLion (AoE Scheme, HK$ 47.25M) Participating Institutions: BU, CUHK, HKU, HKUST
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Led by Prof. Jiang Liwen, professor, School of Life Sciences, the centre aims at investigating the
fundamentals of important biological processes. One of the groundbreaking discoveries is the
discovery of a novel organelle named ‘EXPO’, which was responsible for an unconventional method of
protein secretion that had previously been ignored by scientists. One of EXPO’s possible functions is to
release antimicrobial agents into the plant’s exterior to combat bacteria, viruses or insects.

Professor Jiang said, ‘The research will have potential application for the biotechnology industry to
improve the value of plants as biofuel feedstocks and to enhance crop productivity in high-stress

environments.’
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Prof. Jiang Liwen (Ist left) and his team
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Prof. Lo Kwok-wai (centre) and his team
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(TRS, HK$ 55.61M) Participating Institutions: CUHK, HKU
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Prof. Lo Kwok-wai, professor, Department of Anatomical and Cellular Pathology, leads the project
to decode the DNA sequence of the entire NPC genome and thereby catalogue the whole spectrum
of genomic changes involved in NPC tumorigenesis by whole genome sequencing. The team will
systematically define driver mutations and identify key ‘molecular targets’ through large-scale
whole genome and transcriptome sequencing, bioinformatics analysis and extensive validation in
microdissected primary NPC samples with newly developed technologies.

Professor Lo said, ‘We expect this project to make a strategic breakthrough in the molecular genetics
of NPC and contribute significantly to the control of this deadly disease.’
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An Integrated Trans-omics Approach to Diabetic Cardio-renal Complications: From Novel Discoveries to Personalized Medicine

(TRS, HK$ 60.33M) Participated Institutions: CUHK, HKUST
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Prof. Ronald C.W. Ma, professor, Department of Medicine and Therapeutics, leads a team to conduct
the project. The team will utilize data from the Hong Kong Diabetes Registry which contains the
biochemical assessment of risk factors and medication history of over 10,000 patients with type 2
diabetes. With a multi-omic approach and new-generation sequencing and other technologies, the
team will conduct a comprehensive evaluation of the genome, epigenome and transcriptome of
diabetic patients with complications and diabetic patients free of complications despite long duration
of disease. Professor Ma believes that the discoveries will improve the understanding of what causes
diabetic complications, help develop new drugs, and guide individualized treatment.
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Prof. Ronald C.W. Ma (4th left, front row) and the CUHK and HKUST
researchers of the project team

Smart Solar Energy Harvesting, Storage, and Utilization (Trs, HK$ 60.33M) Participating Institutions: CUHK, HKUST, POLYU
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Prof. Wong Ching-ping (Ist right) and his CUHK team
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Prof. Wong Ching-ping, Dean of Engineering, and his team members study the new technology in energy
harvesting, storage and utilization in this project. They will develop high-performance vacuum deposited thin-
film photovoltaics (PV) devices and modules which will make low-cost, high-throughput, and large-area PV
production possible. They will explore new materials and processing approaches for high energy-density batteries
and supercapacitors, so as to realize a hybrid storage system. They will also formulate strategies to integrate,
manage, and control various subsystems to enhance the efficiency and security in energy utilization. Professor
Wong believes the project will strengthen the competitive edge of Hong Kong in solar energy technologies and

members increase the penetration of solar energy utilization. &
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Lines of Cloud
Ho Kwun-ting, Fine Arts, 2013
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Preparing for a Meaningful Old Age
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According to statistics, the average life expectancy of Hong Kong men and women are
82 and 89 years respectively. The size of the elderly population, those over 65 years, is
larger than that of children aged zero to four years. Getting old does not have to mean
suffering from age-related losses and declines. Recent research revealed that with
some preparation, the majority of older adults can enjoy a meaningful and productive
old age. Prof. Helene Fung of the Department of Psychology hosted a CUHK 50th
Anniversary Fair Public Lecture entitled ‘How to Prepare Yourself for an Enjoyable
and Productive Old Age?” at Hong Kong Central Library on 5 October. The lecture
drew a full house of over 350 participants, including academics, students, alumni and
members of the public. Live broadcast was arranged to cater to extra audience.

Professor Fung suggested a three-point strategy: ‘First, selecting three or four activities
you would like to keep doing. Second, the elderly should be aware that they have to
devote more time or energy to maintain these activities than in the past. Sometimes,
training is needed. Third, view those things you have given up positively. Don’t draw
upward comparisons.” She illustrated this strategy with the story of a pianist who
manages to maintain his performance standard despite getting old. It is because he
only plays several pieces and practises more. He also slows down to cover up his
weakness in playing rapid rhythms.
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Mid-Autumn Guqin Concert

9A13HEE MEBISUEMEMXMERERAARE B UEIRE - BH_B8ZMK
B - XMREIERFERGIEIRE BEREHMRFERTEBN ERN S ZHE
FRAEEHEMHEE REBEK TRRE SABIESR & L UBRA) - (FEEUK
)~ CRIERZ) ST2d ZBEH AAFEFE B IERRKENRER T
D HMFe

ERRE ATPAHYBE Rk B4 A TPREASHNMT LEERK BB
BIRRIRE PR RFRER XYEHAAZTES T ERENLELE WK
BRTINEE T AMBERFEAMLTE LT BRAL EE—=E-

On 13 September, the hall, staircases, and the upper floors of the Art Museum, Institute
of Chinese Studies (ICS), were packed with over 200 guests. After the welcoming
address of Dr. Xu Xiaodong, associate director of the Art Museum, Mr. Sou Sitai, chair
of the Deyin Qin Society, introduced the programme of the evening, and offered a
brief note about Qin. The exhibition gallery then morphed into a concert hall. A few
guests placed themselves on the top floor of the gallery, which was said to have the
best audio effect.

Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung, Vice-Chancellor; Prof. Fung Tung, Associate Pro-Vice-
Chancellor; Prof. Archie Lee, the director of ICS; Mr. Christopher Mok, chairman of
Advisory Board of the Art Museum; the masters of the Buruxian Shi and Mengdiexuan,
were among the guests which comprised CUHK staff, alumni and students, as well as
fans of the Deyin Qin Society.
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Donation for Islamic Research
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Conference on lslomic CiuIITzuHun in Multiple Perspectives
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The Islamic Cultural Association (Hong Kong) has made
a generous donation of $3 million in support of the study

of Islamic culture being undertaken by the Research
Institute for the Humanities (RIH) at CUHK, which
aims at fostering and promoting research and academic
activities related to the culture. The funding will support
academic lectures, conferences and research projects on
Islamic culture, hosting visiting scholars and developing
a cluster of courses on Islamic studies that will be open
to all students of CUHK. The cheque presentation
and inauguration ceremony for the programme were
held at the Cho Yiu Hall on 13 September. Officiating
guests included Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung (4th right), Vice-
Chancellor of CUHK; Mohammad Noorudin Yang (4th
left), chairman of the association; Uthman Yang Xing Ben
(3rd left), Imam of Masjid Ammar; Prof. Fok Tai-fai (2nd
left), Pro-Vice-Chancellor of CUHK; Prof. Hsiung Ping-

chen (3rd right), director of RIH; Prof. Lai Pan-chiu (2nd
right) and Prof. Tam Wai-lun (st left), both professors
of the Department of Cultural and Religious Studies;
and Prof. Poo Mu-chou (7st right), Professor of History.
Over a hundred delegates of the association and guests
including consul generals were in attendance.

Following the ceremony was the conference on ‘Islamic
Civilization in Multiple Perspectives’. Prof. lbrahim
Mohamed Zain and Dr. Suo Yan-mei from Malaysia;
Prof. Lin Chang-kuan and Prof. Tsai Yuan-lin from
Taiwan; and Dr. Pan Shiji, Prof. Ding Shiren and Dr. Qi
Xueyi from China, and several scholars from Hong Kong
presented papers. Scholars had a lively discussion on
the topic ‘Religion and Belongingness from Comparative
Perspectives’ at a roundtable session.
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Art of Fong Yim-fun Sustainability Project
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Ms. Fong Yim-fun, a famous Cantonese opera diva who earned the title of ‘Queen of Leading Actresses’, generously
donated $3 million to Shaw College for the promotion of Cantonese opera and service to the needy in 2012.
In addition to collecting and compiling the list of Ms. Fong’s valuables, the College has established the Art of

Fong Yim-fun Sustainability Project. To kick off the project, the College organized a Cantonese operatic songs
performance for blind seniors and a lecture in September.

Led by Prof. Andrew C.F. Chan, Head of Shaw College, college staff and students visited the Home for the Elderly,
the Hong Kong Society for the Blind, Tuen Mun, and sang Cantonese operatic tunes on 14 September. The event
was joined by Ms. Tam Sin-hung, renowned Cantonese opera artist. On 17 September, a lecture entitled ‘Inheriting
Cantonese Opera—From the Perspective of the Art of Ms. Fong Yim-fun” hosted by Prof. Leung Pui-kam, veteran
researcher in Cantonese opera, was held at Yasumoto International Academic Park. Ms. Nam Fung, famous
Cantonese opera artist, was the guest performer.

Professor Chan thanked Ms. Fong for her generous donation. He said, ‘The messages of filial piety, loyalty and
ethics embodied by Cantonese opera are among the most important elements of Chinese culture. The promotion
of Cantonese opera coincides with the first pillar of the College, “nurturing moral character”. Ms. Fong’s willingness

"

to serve is in line with our second pillar, “serving the community”.
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Advancement Review of Lecturers

BRABMBA014215FE BEANERERMA FRAZREMEBRNGC08/2013
https://www.per.cuhk.edu.hk/PersonnelAnnouncements/tabid/72/Default.aspx°

Youth

The annual staff review exercise for Lecturer grade staff (2014-15) has commenced.

Please refer to General Circular No. GC08/2013 at the Personnel Office website FHIBEIT
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Six Staff Honoured for Exemplary
Service
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Six members of the University were presented the
Exemplary Service Award 2012-13 by Prof. Joseph ].Y.
Sung (4th right), Vice-Chancellor, on 26 September at the
Lee Shau Kee Building. The recipients were Mrs. Yu Ho
Lai-ling (2nd left), United College; Mrs. Ho Lam Suk-ching
Sarah (3rd left), School of Chinese Medicine; Mr. Woo Ka-
fai (Ist left), Department of Chemistry; Mr. Chan Kwan-
chi (ist right), Information Technology Services Centre;
Mrs. Chan Leung Siu-ying Janet (3rd right), Independent
Learning Centre; and Mr. Cheung Hok-tung (2nd right),
Physical Education Unit. In attendance were some 130
guests that included senior management, staff, students,
and family of the awardees.
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Lecture on The Lost Generation: The Rustication of China’s Educated
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https://www.per.cuhk.edu.hk/PersonnelAnnouncements/tabid/72/Default.aspx. The Chinese University Press invites Prof. Michel Bonnin, director of the Sino-French
Academic Centre at Tsinghua University, founder of the French Centre for Research
on Contemporary China, to host a lecture on ‘The Lost Generation: The Rustication of

China’s Educated Youth’ on 25 October. Details are as follows:

BIERE S CONNECT HiRF AR B+ EF L 245 T
A 50th Anniversary Commemorative Edition of CONNECT
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The Marketing and Communications Office of the Faculty of Business
Administration is pleased to deliver the special edition of CONNECT,
St WU the Faculty magazine, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of CUHK. In
ae this commemorative issue, the history of the Faculty and its milestones
are featured, as well as the stories and memories of former/present Deans, academic and
administrative staff, alumni and students.

University Bookstore, Yasumoto International Academic Park
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#9 E3RA Online registration | www.cp1897.com/activity.php
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On 17 October 1963, the Chinese University was inaugurated at the City Hall. The ceremony was hosted
by Sir Robert Black (on the podium, photo 1), then Governor and University Chancellor. Sir C.Y. Kwan
(before the podium, photo 1), then Chairman of the Provisional Council, presented the official copy of
The Chinese University of Hong Kong Ordinance (photo 2), enacted in September of the same year, to
Sir Robert Black to mark the establishment of the University. From then on, students of Chung Chi, New
Asia and United Colleges became university undergraduates. Over the past half century, the ordinance
has kept evolving with the times. To view the original set of ordinance, please view the Chinese University
Bulletin, Supplement to Vol. 1 No.1 at www.iso.cuhk.edu.hk/ebook/index.htmli#issue_id=376.
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On Books and Beans
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Since when have book browsing and coffee tasting become contiguous?

There must be a reason why Café 330 is situated right next to the
University Bookstore. The décor of the café is simplistic yet stylish. Self-
help and thrift are subtly endorsed. Caring for Earth and our society are
written on the wall and the faces of the employees there.

Book browsing should never be done in a hurry, but when you come
across a book long sought after or one with immediate appeal, and are
not dissuaded by the product endorsements on the jacket, buy it. Then
take it next door and find a seat, not an easy task at times. While the
coffee crema swirls in your cup, turn the pages of the prologue or the first
chapter. Take on the serious stuff, or skip around for fun. It’s your book,
your call.

At this joint coffee does not play second fiddle. A cup of Americano with
distinct character and a lasting palate can get you (and your friends) through
the good part of the morning or fill up the interim until the next class.
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Xu Bing
President, Postgraduate Student
Association of CUHK (CUPSA)

Please tell us about your background. Why did you choose to study at CUHK?
| came from Weifang, Shandong Province, where | had studied for all the years before
coming here. My parents wanted me to receive a diverse education in a global city like
Hong Kong. | didn’t know much about CUHK but | was attracted to Hong Kong. | was
admitted to the Mathematics and Information Engineering Double Degree Programme
in 2008.

Why did you choose to pursue doctoral studies here?

| was a research assistant of Prof. Lam Wai of the Department of Systems Engineering
and Engineering Management in Year 3 and worked with PhD students on the studies
of artificial intelligence and machine learning. | was fascinated by the topic and devoted
all my energies to it. It’s also the theme of my final year project. My research ability was
recognized by my teachers. Since | am interested in research and not yet prepared to
work, | decided to stay for the PhD Programme in Information Engineering.

What do you think of Hong Kong’s research environment?

| find that the salary, research ethics, funding, and facilities are decent. There is not much
interference from outside which allows me to focus on research. But if you plan on taking
the research path after graduation, there aren’t many jobs available whether academic
or non-academic. In other words, Master or doctorate graduates do not seem to have an
edge over undergraduates. This is not beneficial to the sustainable development of Hong
Kong’s scientific research.

What’s the greatest benefit you got from studying in CUHK?

The University’s free, open and diverse environment offers many opportunities for
creating knowledge. As the president of CUPSA, my vision and social network are
widened, and my competence enhanced. The work of a student association is similar to
that of an enterprise. We have total autonomy, but we also have to grapple with problems
ourselves. You can’t imagine what you learn through the process.

How is your university life? Any unforgettable experiences?

My university life is rather simple, focusing on exploring different modes of learning
and research. A relatively unforgettable experience took place in Year 3—I decided
to challenge myself by taking eight courses with a total of 21 credits and working as a
research assistant. It pushed my time management skills to the limit. Tough but most
rewarding and fulfilling.

Please tell us about the CUPSA. How many members are there? What are the
activities being organized?

Established in 1997, the CUPSA strives to promote the welfare of some 13,000
postgraduate students, and facilitate communication with the University. We have over
5,400 members and the number is increasing as we speak. Students register for CUPSA
on a voluntary basis either online or by visiting our office. Our activities are divided into
four categories: i. recreation and sports; ii. career services such as career talks, company
visits, mock interviews; iii. orientation and graduation activities; iv. exchange activities.
We established the Asia-Pacific Alliance of Postgraduate Student Associations recently
and organized a five-day inauguration ceremony and the first annual forum which
invited representatives from postgraduate student unions from universities in Hong Kong,
Macau, mainland China, Taiwan, Malaysia and Singapore to attend. CUPSA organizes
over a hundred activities annually and there are activities every week.

Postgraduate students all have different class-times and research schedules.
How do you organize and mobilize them?

We rely on some 300 officers to promote and encourage their classmates and friends
to join the association. We utilize platforms including e-mail, Facebook, Weibo
to communicate with members. These tools are very effective. Shortly after an
announcement of an activity is released, we receive hundreds of enrolment requests.

What is the major difficulty in organizing activities?

Funding. Most of our funding comes from membership fees. On top of that, we receive
subsidy from the University and a bit of sponsorship. The CUPSA has 26 clubs, a growing
membership, and organizes a large number of activities. Therefore we have to do our
very best to save costs.

What would you like to do for your members?

CUPSA is still in its infancy and there is huge potential for development. Taking up
the presidency is challenging and I like to serve the postgraduate student community.
In fact, the CUPSA has grown considerably over the past year in terms of the number
and composition of members, the number and scale of activities, members’ welfare,
communication and exchange both inside and outside campus.

Any plans for the future?
I'll step down from the presidency in December but I'll take time to advise the succeeding
cabinet on CUPSA’s development. After graduating in 2016, | plan to work or start a
business venture in Hong Kong. Having gone through the presidency of the CUPSA, | am
well-prepared to enter society and a new stage of life. &






