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HEBLEREER Cinematic Honours

W7 B ARG S e s A AR B - fLe B AR RN A film production crew comprising undergraduate and postgraduate students of the School of Journalism and Communication has
Bk R EAE R A G H R ; e B won the Best Director, Best Actress and Best Cinematography awards at the 9th Golden Sugarcane Film Festival in Taiwan with a
LW AT i X ( ) g IR feature film named Room 12. The crew produced the short film in the rural Linbian Township in Pingtung County. All participating
BHRH RS EAZ KA B A crews of the festival were required to finish filming and post-production in only one week. The photo above is a still from the film.
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The CUHK Newsletter is published by the Information Services Office, CUHK, on a fortnightly basis. Submission guidelines and deadlines can be found at www.iso.cuhk.edu.hk/english/newsletter;.
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Katharine Harmon writes in the introduction to You Are
Here: Personal Geographies and Other Maps of the
Imagination, ‘I sense that humans have an urge to map—
and that this mapping instinct, like our opposable thumbs,
is part of what makes us human.” It is this instinct which
drove postgraduate student Vincent Lam to represent

his sparkling flimsy ideas in a mind map, which later
materialized into an unconventional map drawn with
music, verbal narration, dance and even food, for guiding
the visually impaired.

Numbers seem cold and unapproachable to many, but
they are immensely potential as a tool for expression.
Mathematicians employ numbers to render their
observation and understanding of the universe. Prof. Yau
Shing-tung talks to the Newsletter again, telling us how
mathematical statements are compatible with nature and
that mathematicians are not just freaks or geeks.

‘Eighty-eight received the award for having worked

at CUHK for 25 years and fourteen, for 35 years.” The
no-frills description may dilute the implication of the

fact, which is about 102 staff members contributing a
total of 2,690 prime years in their lives, or close to 900
years even after conversion to eight-hour workdays. For

a university that has just turned 50, its achievements
cannot have been attained without the hard work of these
colleagues who are worthy of our salutation here again!
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Participants learning Xinjiang dance in the workshop

ne afternoon in mid-March, about 40 visually
Oimpaired people gathered at the Hong Kong
Society for the Blind (HKSB) at Shek Kip Mei to begin
their journey to Vietnam. Neither luggage nor passport
was needed; the only thing the participants had to do
was sit in a hall.

‘Featuring a magnificent design, the opera house at
Hanoi was built when Vietnam was under French
colonial rule. The building materials such as bricks,
stones and pillars were imported from France. On the
facade, you can see several white columns on primrose
yellow rectangular pedestals. Each column of about two
storeys high stood at regular intervals of about several
metres, forming a few entrances to the porch of the
edifice. In Hong Kong, audience would file out of the
theatre after the performance, but in Vietnam, no one
urged us to leave immediately after the show so | went
on stage stealthily to sing. The theatre was designed for
professional performance so the sound resonated well in
the hall, like singing in a cramped toilet.’

Ada Chan, a music graduate of CUHK, gave a detailed
and vivid account of her trip to Vietnam in a sweet voice.
She talked about her experience of singing solo on the
stage of an empty opera house, talked about traditional
Vietnamese food, and sang a Vietnamese song praising
Ho Chi-minh, the revolutionary leader of the country.
Vietnamese rice rolls were also provided so the attendees
could taste the local flavours.

This was one of the workshops of the social project
MOTIVIC (Music Of Travel In Visually Impaired
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Community) initiated
by  Vincent Lam, a
music postgraduate in
ethnomusicology. It aims to
lead the visually impaired to
get to know different cultures
through different senses by
sharing music, food, costume
and dance. Four workshops
on Xinjiang, North India,
Cuba and Vietnam have g
been held.

Vincent Lam

An ldea Brewed from Idleness

MOTIVIC was born as a result of leisure. In 2010, Vincent
accompanied his friends to serve as audio describers in
a movie show organized by HKSB. This was the first
time he came into contact with the visually impaired.
HKSB asked him if he was interested in conceptualizing
activities related to music for members. Thus the seed
was sown in his heart.

About two years ago, Vincent attended an academic
conference in Rome. There was free time between
sessions so he had room for reflection. ‘As the CUHK
I*CARE Programme was calling for application for social
service project funding, | thought, why didn’t | work out
something to serve others with my expertise?’ Sitting in
an outdoor café, Vincent pieced together his thoughts
to write a proposal. The project MOTIVIC was finally
supported by the [*CARE Programme. Afterwards, he
invited HKSB to co-organize workshops on music culture.
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Ada giving a presentation on her journey to Vietnam

S B AR AT IR G R
The visually impaired familiarizing themselves with Xinjiang
musical instrument through the sense of touch

An Interactive Travelling Programme

A passionate traveller and music lover, Ada was invited
by Vincent to speak on her backpacking trips to Cuba and
Vietnam. She gave some tips on talking to the visually
impaired people. The words shown on the screen should
be as large as possible, in contrasting colours such as
black and white so that they can read. During narration,
details should be included to make the audience imagine
the pictures.

Having enrolled in the workshop several times, Ms. Lui
Yin-fong said, ‘It is wonderful and fun.” She seldom
travels due to poor vision. Now there is somebody to
do it for her. In the workshop, she can ask the speakers
questions if she wants to know more. It is like an
interactive travel programme. Ms. Ko Sau-ngan, another
participant, added, ‘I have been to Vietnam before. |
only went to those famous sight-seeing spots but Ada led
us to some interesting places that we didn’t know about
before. The trip was really an eye-opener.’

Live Out Ideals When Young

Although MOTIVIC can’t be regarded as a large-scale
project, Vincent was swamped with planning, negotiation
with partners, logistical coordination of activities,
recruitment of helpers, as well as administrative works.
But he believes that youth is the time to follow his dream
and no gain ever comes without pain. ‘I have gained
much more than | would have from books. These first-
hand experiences taught me how to persuade others,
how to balance the interests of different parties, and how
to manage my negative emotion when being rejected.’ [
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102 Staff Members Receive Long Service Awards
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Prof. Joyce Ma (right) and Mr. Lee Chung-ho

r. Lee Chung-ho, nicknamed ‘locksmith master’,

described himself as a ‘dangerous character’ for
being able to break into an enclosed area without anyone
knowing. He can use a hand file to cut a key at a mere
glance into the keyhole. Mr. Lee is one of the 102 staff
members who were presented the 2013 Long Service
Awards.

Mr. Lee is a works supervisor of the Building Services
Section, Estates Management Office, responsible for
maintenance of machinery and ironware. Over the 25
years he has obtained over
20 engineering licenses and
is considered a locksmith
master in Hong Kong. He
once succeeded in opening
a high security safe for a pro-
vice-chancellor in just two
minutes. ‘The University is
a stable work environment
that encourages career and
personal development.
In 2006 | applied for a
short-term locksmith course in the US, and was granted
a generous subsidy for my tickets and tuition.” An owner
of three patents for locksmith tools, Mr. Lee is also gifted

in manufacturing magic props. Some most well-known

magic tricks are made possible by his craftsmanship. ‘Even
the most inscrutable illusionist has to let me share his best-
kept secrets!’

Another recipient of the Long Service Awards is Prof.
Joyce Ma, chairperson of the Department of Social Work.
Professor Ma’s research interests include family therapy and
mental health. She spearheaded the introduction of family
and family group therapies to Hong Kong, which provide
a platform for dialogue and sharing of feelings among
young people suffering from mental health problems and
their families. Recently she has received three grants from
the Research Grants Council to support her research in
the effectiveness of family therapy for eating disorders
in Shenzhen and Hong Kong, as well as attention deficit
and hyperactivity disorder patients. As the chairperson of
her department, Professor Ma persisted in her counselling
services in Nanshan Hospital in Shenzhen, using family
therapy to help anorexic patients. ‘Shenzhen is a city of
immigrants. My subjects came from Northeastern China,
Xi‘an, Inner Mongolia, and Guizhou, etc. They all had
different customs and traditions. | have, in return, learned
a lot from my subjects.’

Eighty-eight received the award for having worked
at CUHK for 25 years and fourteen, for 35 years in the
ceremony held on 9 April.
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Two top research academics from CUHK were
presented the prestigious Senior Research Fellowships
of The Croucher Foundation on 3 April. Prof. Huang
Yu, professor of the School of Biomedical Sciences and
director of the Institute of Vascular Medicine, received

the Croucher Senior Research Fellowship, while Prof.

Two CUHK Scholars Named Croucher Senior Research Fellows

James Y.W. Lau, Professor of Surgery
and director of the Endoscopy Centre
at the Prince of Wales Hospital, was
awarded the Senior Medical Research
Fellowship.

Prof. Huang Yu is recognized as one
of the leading scientists in vascular
biology research. In recent vyears,
Professor Huang and his team have
been trying
and  molecular
in the
of endothelial cell dysfunction in
obesity,
estrogen deficiency and ageing, to
uncover novel relevant biomarkers
pathogenesis. They
are currently attempting to reveal
novel

to elucidate cellular
events involved
initiation and progression

hypertension, diabetes,

for vascular
molecular mechanisms and
signaling crosstalk that collectively
mediate physical exercise-induced

vascular benefits in obese and diabetic animals, aiming at

exploring new therapeutic strategies for vascular diseases.

Prof. James Y.W. Lau is known internationally for his
clinical research in the management of acute upper
gastrointestinal bleeding from non-variceal causes. His
research has led to significant reductions in further
bleeding (less than 5%), requirement for surgery and
deaths (less than 1%) in patients with upper gastrointestinal
bleeding. Professor Lau is currently leading multicenter

FEHIL (AT) SLEIM 24
Prof. Huang Yu (front) and Prof. James Lau

international studies in determining the adjunctive role
of interventional radiology to endoscopic treatment. It
is hoped that his current research will achieve the aim
of 'zero’ re-bleeding in patients with acute non-variceal
upper gastrointestinal bleeding.

The Croucher Senior Research Fellowships scheme
was first introduced in 1997. A total of 23 scholars
from CUHK have been awarded the Croucher Senior
Research Fellowships since its inception.

/L\,\\ﬁ‘< °

ERREIRERYBHE BFELARTEREEBREERR R XEHE

URBZEHRAKBNRHBARFLESLEDRBRET RERM=FNEIEH

- go
RARERBESIEHRESAREFELRBRTE
CUHK Collaborates with Harvard on Research and Education in Public Health
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Prof. Francis Chan (left), Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, CUHK and Prof. Julio Frenk
(right), Dean of the Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH), signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) for collaboration between the two institutions.

The signing ceremony for this three-year agreement was witnessed by Prof. Fanny Cheung,
Pro-Vice-Chancellor, CUHK; Prof. E.K. Yeoh, director of the Jockey Club School of Public
Health and Primary Care, CUHK; as well as over 100 CUHK members and delegates from

In conjunction with the MOU signing ceremony, a joint lecture on ‘What Have We Learnt
Regarding Disaster Preparedness and Resilience Building in Health Emergency in Rural
China?’ was given by Prof. Emily Chan, director of the Collaborating Centre for Oxford
University and CUHK for Disaster and Medical Humanitarian Response and the Centre for
Global Health of CUHK; Prof. Jennifer Leaning, director of the Francois-Xavier Bagnoud
Centre for Health and Human Rights; and Prof. Michael VanRooyen, director of the Harvard

Humanitarian Initiative of Harvard University.

P ABBERFERRRFHR (£) MRHLREERRBRJulioFrenk# X (%) -

This MOU is the first one signed between the two internationally renowned universities.

Both institutions are committed to protecting and improving public health with the
highest professional standards on education and research, and advancing the public’s

health through learning, discovery, communication, and knowledge transfer.
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Conference on Sino-Pacific Relations
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School of Architecture DLN Corner Opens
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Organized by the International Affairs Research Centre
(IARC) of the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies
and sponsored by the Institute of Chinese Studies, the
international conference ‘Sino-Pacific Relations: New
Spatialisation of Order in the Pacific Islands?’” was held on

14 March, attracting an audience of around 80.

A total of 19 scholars were invited to share their views
on China’s role in the Pacific Region. They included Prof.

Zhao Suisheng, professor and executive director of the
Center for China-U.S. Cooperation at the University
of Denver; Prof. Mark Beeson of Murdoch University;
Prof. Terence Wesley-Smith of the University of Hawaii
at Manoa; and Prof. Nicholas Thomas of the City
University of Hong Kong. The subjects covered ranged
from analysis of foreign policies of China and Australia,
balance of power of China-Japan-US in the Pacific
Region, China’s economic engagement in the Pacific
islands, to the diplomatic battle between Beijing and
Taipei in the Pacific Region.
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Engineering Job Fair
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The School of Architecture DLN Corner, a gathering place for architecture students, was
opened on 17 March. The ceremony was officiated by Mr. Dennis Lau (4th left), donor and
chairman and managing director of Dennis Lau & Ng Chun Man Architects & Engineers
(HK) Ltd. (DLN); Ms. Phiyona Au-yeung (2nd left) and Ms. Christine Kwan (2nd right),
alumnae of the school and directors at DLN; Mr. Eric Ng (3rd right) and Mr. Oscar Tong (3rd
left), student co-designers of DLN Corner.
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When the school celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2012, Mr. Dennis Lau made a major
donation to the school. A portion of the donation was set aside for creating DLN Corner as
a gathering space for students outside the classroom and studio.
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The Faculty of Engineering held its two-day Engineering Job Fair on campus on
27 and 28 February with participation of more than 40 exhibitors, drawing over
a thousand of engineering students to the event. There were on-spot interviews
and job offers given to students on both days. The Centre for Innovation and
Technology also set up a booth to showcase its Faculty Placement and Internship
Programme on the podium of the Ho Sin-Hang Engineering Building.
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CUHK Students Get Prizes at FameLab Hong Kong
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Scientific knowledge proved to be sensational at the
Hong Kong Grand Finals of FamelLab Hong Kong 2014
organized by the British Council. Held on 15 March at
the Hong Kong Science Museum, 10 finalists, including
four students from CUHK, battled to impress the judges
and the audience with their engaging presentations.
Contestants delivered a series of captivating talks lasting
three minutes each, with topics ranging from gravity-
assisted propulsion, facial feedback theory, to the
science behind love.
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Women'’s Basketball Team Bags USFHK Championship

for Three Consecutive Years
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The CUHK team played against
Baptist University in the USFHK
(University Sports Federation
of Hong Kong) Women’s
Basketball Competition Finals
held at Southorn Stadium on
30 March. With their strong
defence and diversified offence,
the CUHK team won the game
64-54, becoming champion
of the competition for the third
consecutive year. Both Lo Hiu-
fong, student of Sports Science
and Physical Education, and
Cheuk Ting, captain of the team,
scored more than 10 points in
the match.

H No. 436, 19.4.2014

FEF FHAR PR EF T ELHKR (RPLED) AARRRETR

' FR K v SE B AL B4Rk
Courtesy of British Council Hong Kong

Finalists, judges, and Prof. Henry N.C. Wong (Dean of Science; second left, back row) at the completion of the FameLab 2014 Hong

Kong Grand Finals

Among the four CUHK finalists, three received awards.
They were 1st runner-up Lo Lok-man (PhD student,
Biomedical Sciences), 2nd runner-up Luk Sui-man (Year
2, Physics), and Video Favourite Award recipient Wong
Siu-shing (Year 2, Biochemistry). CUHK took home
the Best Institution Award 2014 for having the most
number of participants among all local institutions.

FamelLab is an international science communication
competition and held for the first time in Hong Kong
back in 2009 as part of the annual Science Alive
programme of the British Council. The competition
aims to encourage young scientists (20 to 35 years old)
to inspire and excite public imagination with a vision of
science in the 21st century.
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Law Student Wins National English

Speaking Contest
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Paul Benedict Lee (Year 2, laws) beat 19 contestants of the 19th ‘21st
Century Coca-Cola Cup’ National English Speaking Competition Finals

held on 24 March in Beijing, becoming the champion of the competition.

Founded by the China Daily in 1996, the competition is a reputable

event in China’s academic arena and is held annually nationwide.
The competition consists of prepared speeches, impromptu speeches
and Q&A. Paul was awarded the chance to travel to Brazil during the
World Cup 2014 period as the Coca-Cola Ambassador of Cultural

Communication.
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Triple Recognition for Web Accessibility

N mmmmﬁﬁm MOBILE APPLICATION STREAM
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From left: Mr. Philip Leung, Director of Information Technology Services; Prof. Benjamin W. Wah, Provost;
Mr. Tommy Cho, Director of Information Services
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CUHK receives three top honours in the Web Accessibility Recognition Scheme 2014, including a
gold award each in the Website Stream and the Mobile Application Stream, and being voted one
of the ‘My Favourite Websites’. The University was represented by Provost Prof. Benjamin W. Wah
in the award presentation ceremony which took place at the Central Government Offices on 14
April.

Bt EERBSTEXRRATESRAL

Commenting on the award, Professor Wah said, ‘The Chinese University has made every effort in
maintaining and enhancing our website accessibility since we received the Gold Award for the first
time last year. We are happy to have received three top recognitions this year.’

The recognition scheme was organized jointly by the Office of the Government Chief
Information Officer and the Equal Opportunities Commission to encourage website accessibility
among organizations in various industries and sectors, and to showcase corporations that have
demonstrated outstanding efforts in facilitating access to their websites.

Announce

=18

RE B RILEE

Summer Sports Programme
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HIELE  EUSBRASAEZESEIE - BHESIIZRIMEE (www.peu.cuhk.
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Reappointment of Vice-Chancellor
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At its meeting on 8 April 2014, the Council of CUHK resolved, unanimously, that
Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung be re-appointed as Vice-Chancellor of the University for a further
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Research Caf

BISUE eSO A
From left: Lin Yong, Liu Wenyan, Hanna Lu and Lam Ka-chun
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The first Research Café was held on 28 February at the Cafe Area of the
University Library with the theme ‘Brain and Mind". It featured four 15-minute
presentations made by four PhD students on their research projects. They
were Lin Yong and Hanna Lu from the Department of Psychiatry, Liu
Wenyan from the Division of Neurology, the Department of Medicine and
Therapeutics, and Lam Ka-chun from the Department of Mathematics. The
event attracted a good number of postgraduates from a variety of disciplines
who actively engaged in the discussion.

Based on the Café Scientifique concept, the Research Café is a new service
organized by the University Library to provide a series of informal and
engaging events where research postgraduate students can get together and
present their research. It is aimed at facilitating interdisciplinary research
ideas exchange among them, and providing them with opportunities to
hone their presentation skills.
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period of three years with effect from 1 July 2015 until 30 June 2018.

IR REE
Reappointment of Pro-Vice-Chancellor
BRETFHIRBEEZERBINE  H2014F8H1HE 2127431 k-

Prof. Ching Pak-chung has been re-appointed as Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the University
for a further period from 1 August to 31 December 2014.

IMEEH - Bl REDELE (3943 6092) ©

To arouse staff and students’ interest in physical exercise, the Physical Education Unit
will organize summer sports courses from May to August. In addition, four racquet sport
tournaments will be organized for staff. The Summer Sports Programme webpage (www.
peu.cuhk.edu.hk/summersports/indexe.htm) was launched on 16 April. Enrolment starts
at 9:00 am, 23 April, on a first-come first-served basis.

For enquiries, please contact Mr. Tony Ng at 3943 6092.
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Known as the ‘Father of Fibre Optics’, Prof. Charles K.
Kao, former CUHK Vice-Chancellor and Nobel Laureate,
has been bestowed a myriad of honours, but the ‘Asteroid
Kaokuen’ may be the most celestial one.

In recognition of Professor Kao’s contribution to the research field of fibre- o W r, "
optic communication, the Purple Mountain Observatory of the Chinese e 3 CERTIFICATE
Academy of Sciences named a minor planet (3463), discovered in 1981, Wo wiemnh  amsancr  Sal
‘ ’ . . oA EFERR i o i aboindl desserel b T
after Professor Kao as ‘Kaokuen’ in 1996. In the naming ceremony held in R PR Oharvissi i kit J WA
Hang Seng Bank Headquarters Building on 24 July 1996 in Hong Kong, 4L q PR istermationally, | mamed n fermar
. . . . - It b kg
Prof. Lu Yongxiang, the then vice-president of the Chinese Academy of K. LT“““_ s '__l ._'m
Sciences, presented a naming certificate and a bronze plaque to Professor = : will gn dewn e Wy fer
R T
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Kao. The certificate is now on display in the University Gallery. _hkA A D A j
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Veggie Burger
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Beginning in September 2013, CUHK practises 'Green
Monday' by promoting the benefits of going meatless.
Canteens on our campus have responded to this campaign
by offering more and more vegetarian options for health
conscious people. If you want to satisfy your burger cravings
without expanding your waistline, try the Portobello burger
served at the Benjamin Franklin Centre Student Canteen.

The meaty texture of Portobello mushrooms makes them
a perfect stand-in for beef patties, which are higher in
fat, cholesterol and calories. This burger is stacked with
a large Portobello mushroom, melted cheese, a tomato
slice, a cucumber slice, and shredded lettuce, with French
fries as its side dish. The mushroom is juicy and tender,
with an intense unique flavour. They are rich sources of
minerals, such as copper, potassium and selenium, as well
as vitamins B and D.

These burgers are perfect for vegetarians and meat lovers
alike. You have to be quick if you want a bite of this healthy
burger because the canteen can only serve a dozen to 20
Portobello burgers each day due to the limited supply of
Portobello mushrooms that are large enough for making
burgers.
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You have been pushing for the popularization of
mathematics through your work as director of the
Institute of Mathematical Sciences. Why is this important?
All the top universities, like Harvard and Princeton, give top
priority to candidates’ SAT 1 results. The exam involves only
English and mathematics. Math is the major subject to test
your way of thinking, reasoning and logic. If a student knows
no math, it’s impossible to take up subjects in engineering,
science, and even economics. Reasoning and expression are
the basics for any scholar or entrepreneur in any society.

You said you’ve observed a decline in mathematical
reasoning in Hong Kong. Why is that?

Many educators think application is very important. But a lot of
things that are important may have no superficial use. You can't
judge knowledge superficially. A poem may seem useless but
it resonates with many people. When | was in high school, we
learnt asymmetric plane geometry—not because it was useful,
but because it taught us how to reason. Most schools in Hong
Kong and China are not teaching that anymore; they think it’s
useless. Ironically most elite high schools in the US still teach
that and teach that well.

What have been your achievements in the
popularization of math?

The media and popular scientists have no in-depth knowledge
of how a researcher thinks. My only contribution, if any, is to
show them a mathematician’s reality. We do a lot of things that
are tougher or easier than what people think. Children should
know that mathematicians are not freaks as portrayed by the
media. Many parents think their children will be jobless if they
study math. But the fact is that mathematicians are involved
in the workings of Wall Street, in making the atomic bomb, in
sending people to the moon.

Is this applied math?

Not necessarily. The most important contribution to applied
science comes from very pure math. Prime factorization is
at the heart of most widely used algorithms in cryptography.
Cryptography is crucial to Internet banking. Geometry turns
out to be useful for a lot of things, including 3D imaging.
Medical imaging of bodily organs helps surgeons to make sure
that the surgery is accurate. In the last four decades, all world-
changing breakthroughs in application have come from pure
math. Yet at the beginning, application couldn’t be further from
the minds of us mathematicians.
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Your father, Mr. Chin-yin Chiu, was a philosopher. How

has philosophy influenced your studies in mathematics?

Many mathematicians are deeply influenced by philosophical
discussions—I was by my father’s philosophical point of view.
Yet philosophy alone is not enough. Einstein’s understanding of
the space-time continuum had to do with Leibniz’s philosophy
yet the detailed analysis required knowledge of physics and
math. He couldn’t have achieved what he did on philosophy
alone. That said, Einstein is a more advanced physicist than
most because he was much more deeply influenced by

philosophy.

Are mathematicians artists at heart?

When mathematicians derive something, we want it to be not
only correct, but compatible with nature—that part is certainly
very close to what an artist wants. The artist describes the
beauty of nature from an emotional point of view—be it a man,
a woman, or the moon. Mathematicians are also emotional but

every statement we make has to be true.

I look at the structure of this building and | want to understand
why it’s so pretty, but | derive my answers from math. | look at
symmetry. | wonder why it is that only when the waves of the
ocean move in some ways that they look pretty. The idea of
choosing what is pretty is very artistic. A poor mathematician
cannot distinguish between a beautiful statement and a non-
beautiful statement that is far away from describing nature.

What impedes mathematical development in children?
Children learn out of interest. You should get them excited
about something and learn it for its own sake. Yet many parents
push their children to get better grades in school. This is a big
mistake. They lose interest after a while and may even rebel.
Many parents of children of only seven or younger ask me to
help their kids. That’s really unfortunate.

Does that apply more to Chinese parents than American
parents?

In the US, students are very relaxed up to about Grade 8. They
have fun while learning. They don't lose out in the end even
though they don’t take grades seriously, unlike Chinese kids in
Hong Kong or mainland China. By Grade 10 or 11, they are
working extremely hard, in some cases harder than Hong Kong
students. Students should work hard some time, but when
small kids from kindergarten toil all the way to middle school,
they burn out.





