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‘Urban studies is a way to
search for a
developmental pathway
that enriches human
lives and respects the
environment.’
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Honorary Fellowships Conferred on Seven
Long-time CUHK employee, industrialist, banker, entrepreneur and Kunqu performer, prolific novelist, philanthropist and

unofficial ambassador between China and the US—seven distinguished persons gathered on 12 May to receive the CUHK
Honorary Fellowships. In her vote of thanks on behalf of the recipients, Dr. Leung Fung-yee Anita said, ‘We should use this halo
bestowed on our heads to light our way—to see clearly that there are still many “duties” and “responsibilities” that we have to
work hard to fulfil.” (More on P.4)
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The CUHK Newsletter is published by the Information Services Office, CUHK, on a fortnightly basis. Submission guidelines and deadlines can be found at www.iso.cuhk.edu.hk/english/newsletter;.
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In April, British Pathé posted its 85,000 videos on Youtube.
These include over 3,000 hours of footage filmed all

over the world between 1896 and 1976. Hong Kong gets
captured in 50 videos that show it in its former colonial
trappings, drawing our attention to the passage of time.

Were things really better in the old days? Is urbanization

a good thing or not? It’s hard to have definitive answers. It
must depend on city planners who have regard to citizens’
well-being and the interests of different parties. We look
at an interdisciplinary programme on urban studies, which
aims to train such planners but has no admission criteria
except that the students must be willing to leave their
comfort zones to be challenged. How does the University
set its admission criteria? Prof. Wong Suk-ying sheds some
light on this in ‘“Thus Spake...". She will also share her
thoughts on the transition from high school to university
and on choosing a major.

The passing away of Gabriel Garcia Marquez has led
many to revisit his works. We spoke to Prof. Leo Lee and
Dr. Vicente-Rasoamalala about the Nobel laureate. For the
fans-to-be, it would hopefully whet their appetite and prod
them on in a journey of magic realism.
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n Shakespeare’s Coriolanus, Sicinius said, ‘What is the
I city but the people?” And the citizens answered, ‘True,
the people are the city.” At the very core of studying a
city are the complicated issues closely related to its

inhabitants.

Hong Kong underwent rapid urban growth in recent
years. The government claimed that these could
improve people’s livelihood in the long run. However,
urbanization has its drawbacks and may cause conflict
among people with different interests especially before it
bears fruit. The North East New Territories Development
Areas project might upset the equilibrium between urban
and village life; the building of the Guangzhou-Shenzhen
Hong Kong Express Rail Link led to the land resumption
of Choi Yuen Tsuen where the villagers had depended
on farming for their livelihood over the years; the Central
Reclamation Project led to the demolition and relocation
of Queen’s Pier; the Kwun Tong renewal plan resulted
in the soaring price of real estate.... All these problems
can’t be dealt with using knowledge from any single
conventional discipline. University graduates who can
give priority to the most important aspects in urban
issues and iron out disputes among stakeholders will be

most sought after in the future.

To study a city using a multidisciplinary and systemic
approach, CUHK launched the urban studies under-
graduate programme in 2012-13. It enables students to
inquire into the nature and dynamics of cities through
the theoretical perspectives of different schools of
thoughts, application of skills and techniques for urban
analysis, and the contextual learning of the world’s best
practices in sustainable urban development, planning
and design. Prof. Ng Mee-kam, programme director and
professor in the Department of Geography and Resource
Management (GRM) put it this way, ‘Urban studies is a
way to search for a developmental pathway that enriches

human lives and respects the environment.’

Jointly organized by GRM and the School of Architecture,

the programme was born when both saw the needs of
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Teaching team of the Urban Studies Programme (from left) : Prof. Yiu Chung-yim Edward, Prof. He Ying Sylvia, Prof. Liao Kuei-Hsien,
Prof. Ng Mee-kam, Prof. Chen Yongqin David and Prof. Hendrik Tieben

society and thought of designing a programme in the
realm. Prof. Hendrik Tieben, associate professor in the
School of Architecture, recalled, ‘We had similar ideas
at almost the same time. GRM was planning to submit
a proposal to the University while we were thinking to
set up an urban design master programme. We reached
out to GRM and discussed the possibility of cooperation

started from undergraduate level.’

They found they were a perfect match so they
began to co-design the new programme from their
perspectives. Prof. Chen Yongqin David, chairman
of GRM, added that the programme is run under the
Faculty of Social Science and housed at GRM. Apart
from GRM which offers core courses on statistics

and research methods, and some elective courses,

other departments of the Faculty of Social Science
and Faculty of Arts also provide elective courses on
the politics of space, on urban sociology and on the
history of Hong Kong, epitomizing the philosophy of

multidisciplinary education.

Professor Ng explained the advantage of combining
the strengths of the two parties, ‘When analysing the
development of a city, you can see only the urban
appearance if you focus solely on the buildings and
the environment. However, development is driven by
many human and social factors, such as history, culture,
economy and politics. By marrying the two, students can
understand the urban form and what aspects they need
to consider in order to reshape it. This is something Hong

Kong really lacks when dealing with these issues.’
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Talking about the programme’s features, Professor Ng
emphasized that it integrates different knowledge domains
instead of just offering the existing courses of the GRM
and the School of Architecture. The latter approach may
not enable students to acquire integrative thinking. In
this connection, most of the courses are specifically
designed according to the programme’s aims. They include
Urban Sustainability, Urban Design and Place Making.
Another highlight is its stress on sustainability. On the
whole, it hopes to inspire students to think from different
perspectives and come up with win-win solutions that will

lead to improvement in living conditions.

A city is a dynamic social organism. To raise students’
awareness of current affairs such as urban renewal,
housing in new towns, as well as heritage preservation,
the programme holds urban forums regularly, inviting
scholars, urban planners, representatives of community
organizations, government officials to share their views on
different issues. For example, Mr. Li Cho-ming, senior town
planner of the Planning Department, was invited to deliver
a talk on the projects in the North East New Territories
New Development Areas; Ms. Athena Wong, social
worker of the Tin Shui Wai Community Development
Alliance, also analysed urban problems in Tin Shui Wali,

which is sometimes known as the ‘City of Sadness’.

Students are also given many opportunities to reach out to
the community. They explored the Kwun Tong Town Centre
project spanning Yue Man Square and Mut Wah Street,
visited the Urban Renewal Authority Kwun Tong Resource
Centre and experienced the living condition of a vacated
cage-home. Students also joined the Wan Chai Heritage
Preservation Tour organized by the Hong Kong House
of Stories. They went to the North East New Territories
Development Areas to learn about the concerns of local

farmers and the land-banking activities by the developers.

Admission is limited to 20 in each cohort and all those
admitted had been subject to a rigorous interview.
Professor Ng said, there are no specific requirements on
Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination
subjects. Candidates who are full of curiosity, who like to
keep asking questions, and are willing to go beyond their
comfort zone to meet the challenges of urban development

are suitable candidates.

DEIRER ?
What Do the Students Say?
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‘I was lucky to work as an intern in a local think
tank Land Watch in the summer of 2013 and
participated in a project on releasing Village
Type Development zone (V-zone) for public
housing demand. It aimed at exploring
the possibility of releasing V-zone plots
of land which are close to high-
density commercial and residential
areas, and which are equipped with
convenient transportation and basic
public services for rezoning into residential
development. During the internship, | helped
to locate suitable V-zone sites, coordinated site
visits and organized press conferences.

‘This valuable experience not only gave me soft skills, but also enabled me
to get hands-on experience in applying my social science knowledge. Most
importantly, | had a glimpse into how the experts came up with concrete
ideas from concepts and how the proposal to the government was prepared.
During the process, the benefits of different stakeholders of the issues have
to be considered, and there may not be a perfect solution that can satisfy
everyone. | learnt that coming up with a feasible plan that benefits all parties
concerned is definitely an arduous task.’

‘I have been interested in urban development since secondary school. |
am always curious about how different urban forms are produced and how
different urban forms affect people’s life. The interplay between people
and the surrounding environment is what

always fascinates me. | believe that by
improving the cities we live in, we
can enjoy better quality of life.

This motivated me to enrol on
the programme and become a
professional in the field.

‘During the course, there
was an urban design group
project in which we were
asked to redesign an open leisure
space. We made a few visits to
the site on different days and at
different times of the day to carry out

observation and site analysis in order to generate new design ideas. It was
an extraordinary and unforgettable experience since we were encouraged
to carry out physical designs including seating arrangement, lighting and
landscape design. When the final design was formulated and presented, the
sense of achievement we felt was beyond description.’
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‘The programme allowed me to dabble in a wider range of academic
disciplines such as economics and politics. It also equipped me with the

ability to understand other fields and build synergy from them. With much
emphasis on problem-solving, the programme introduced us to the feasibility

of different possible solutions through case studies. | also learnt to reflect on

J——

fundamental questions such as what is the nature of a city.

‘Last August, the progamme organized an inter-university seminar on Asian

Megacities “Asian Urbanism and Beyond”. | was honoured to be one of the masters of the opening

ceremony and attended the presentation sessions. | learnt about new approaches of dealing with

urban issues from scholars around the world. It was such an eye-opening experience.’
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WSH1H BT =Bt CUHK held its Thirteenth Honorary Fellowship Conferment Ceremony on 12 May.

A A MR S e 001 T EAL B RIMIRIRIZ  Seven distinguished persons closely associated with the University were conferred Honorary
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Fellowships in recognition of their contributions to the University and the commmunity.

BRESES

Mr. Chan Chun-wing
Terence
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Mr. Chan served the University for 23 years. He assumed

the position of Bursar in 1996 and introduced a new
management philosophy to the Bursary. He changed the
Chinese name for the Bursary, to one that reflects more
appropriately the nature of its work. He also changed the
office from an accounting office to a strategic financial hub
of the University. Mr. Chan helped the Bursary to overcome
several unprecedented challenges including reduction in
government funding and he played an important part in

building up a healthy financial reserve for the University.
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Mr. Chu En-yue David
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Mr. Chu, a prominent industrialist and philanthropist, is the

founder and Managing Director of Regatex Manufacturers,
Guangzhou Likang Garment Co. Ltd. and Suzhou Ligiang
Garment Co. Ltd. He has provided financial aid for students
from Hong Kong and the mainland to pursue education
through the C.W. Chu Foundation founded by his late father
Dr. Chu Ching-wen. Mr. Chu has made generous donations
to support the development of the C.W. Chu College. He
has served as a member of the Planning Committee for
the College and is currently chairman of the College’s
Committee of Overseers.
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Dr. Koo Ti-hua
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Dr. Koo is an eminent entrepreneur, who founded the
multinational business enterprise Novelact Limited. He
is also a great Kunqu performer who is also devoted to
promoting the art. He has published numerous books
and produced DVDs as well as established the Koo Ti
Hua Foundation for the Promotion of Kunqu Opera.
Dr. Koo supported the Chinese Music Archive of the
Department of Music of CUHK to publish a book on
traditional Chinese music, and he organized, sponsored
and performed in various events promoting Chinese
opera.
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Mr. Lam Wing-tak
Bill
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Mr. Lam is the Chief Executive Director and Executive

Director of Pacific Textiles Holdings Limited. Graduating
with a degree of Bachelor of Business Administration
from CUHK, he has been a staunch supporter of his
alma mater and a member of the Board of Trustees of
New Asia College since 2008. In addition to supporting
numerous internship

scholarships, exchange and

programmes, Mr. Lam has made magnanimous
donations of key development projects to the College.
He is also an active alumnus who helped organize

several 50th anniversary alumni celebratory events.
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Dr. Leung Fung-yee
Anita
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Dr. Leung is the founder of Qin Jia Yuan Media Services
Company Limited. She is a renowned and prolific
novelist with over 100 publications, several of which
were adopted as TV dramas and movies. Dr. Leung has

served as a member of the Board of Trustees of Chung
Chi College, chairman of the Committee of Overseers
of Lee Woo Sing College and a member of the CUHK
50th Anniversary Celebration Organizing Committee.
She has made generous donations in support of the
activities of the University and the Colleges, and the

establishment of numerous scholarships.
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Dr. Wang Chi
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Dr. Wang, former University Librarian of CUHK, has

been working at the Library of Congress in the US for
nearly 40 years. During his time as the Chinese Section
Chief, the Chinese collection expanded from 300,000
to over one million volumes. Dr. Wang has devoted
significant effort to promoting greater dialogue and
understanding between the US and China. He helped
the US Department of State to establish a liaison
office in Beijing. He is one of the founders of National
Committee on US-China Relations and is currently the
President of the US-China Policy Foundation.
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Dr. Wong Kwai-lam
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An eminent investment banker, Dr. Wong is currently
the chairman of IncitAdv Consultants Limited. He has
over 30 years of experience in the commercial and
investment banking industry. Graduating with a degree
of Bachelor of Arts from CUHK in 1972, Dr. Wong has
given ardent support to his alma mater. He is the vice-
chairman of the Board of Trustees of New Asia College
and a member of the Taskforce on Private Teaching
Hospital. He generously supported the establishment of
exchange scholarships.
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Many years later, as he faced the firing squad, Colonel
Aureliano Buendia was to remember that distant

afternoon when his father took him to discover ice.!

The above opens One Hundred Years of Solitude,
probably the most famous novel by Gabriel Garcia
Marquez, winner of the 1982 Nobel Prize in Literature.
The past, the present and the future are collapsed and
condensed in this beguilingly simple sentence, calling
into question the meaning of realism in fiction. In the
realm of creative writing, fantasy and imagination
take flight and have little regard of the time-space
continuum. The art of fiction is never the same after

Garcia Marquez’s brand of magic realism.

The maestro passed away on 17 April. Two scholars
from CUHK pay their tribute by reminiscing on his

works.

Long before Garcia Marquez had attained Nobel
stature, Prof. Leo Lee, now Sin Wai Kin Professor of
Chinese Culture, was reading his works, one of which
was One Hundred Years of Solitude. He published a
review of the novel in 1981 in Taiwan and in China,
which was probably one of the first in Chinese. The
review was later re-printed in an academic journal of
Wuhan University to enthusiastic reception. The term
magic realism began to enter literary vocabulary on

Chinese soil.

Professor Lee says, ‘The May Fourth Movement has
ushered in realism, demanding the portrayal of the
dark sides of society. After many years it eventually
formed an alliance on the mainland with political
dogmas in the form of socialist realism. People talked
instead of the bright sides of things. The pendulum
again swung in the early eighties, when young writers,
in attempting to revive the May Fourth tradition, were
probing for a way forward in modernist writing. My
review article arrived at the right time and opened their
eyes to possibilities other than shackling realism with
contemporary society, suggesting that realism could be
distorted and remolded. Garcia Marquez provided a

vivid example.

‘Chinese novelists don’t usually make much use of
myths. In contrast, magic realist novels from Latin
America roll myth, history and reality all into one. | use

that in my modern Chinese literature classes.’

A lecturer in Spanish
in the Department
of  Linguistics and
Modern

Dr. Leticia Vicente-

Languages,

Rasoamalala’s first
encounter with Garcia
Maérquez was when
she took up Chronicle
of a Death Foretold
(1981) at the age of 12.

She recalls, ‘I was mesmerized by the plot, his use of

Leticia Vicente-Rasoamalala 1=
Dr. Leticia Vicente-Rasoamalala

suspense and the depiction of premonitions, the sixth
sense. Also, the black and white suits respectively
worn by the killer and the victim are highly symbolic.’
According to her, Garcia Marquez wrote of magical
moments in ordinary life, and of ghosts and omens.
This has got to do with the fact that his grandmother,
with whom the writer grew up as a child, was much
preoccupied with ghosts and spirits, and apparitions
and portents. The journalistic style he displays in
Chronicle, and the political and social elements,
would have come from his grandfather, who was

active in politics.

Professor Lee thinks that Garcia Marquez’s impact is
felt everywhere, as Latin American novels have been
the driving force in fiction since the Second World
War. The most important novels did not come from
the UK, the US, Germany or France but from Latin
America, Africa and Eastern Europe. Dr. Vicente-
Rasoamalala adds, ‘Garcia Marquez’s Spanish is in a
more formal style and noted for the moderate use of
Spanish Colombianisms. It is therefore more readily
appreciated by Spanish speakers all over the world.
He has influenced a generation of writers including
Fernando Iwasaki in Peru, Francisco Goldman in the
US, Salman Rushdie in the UK, Mo Yan in China, and
Xi Xi in Hong Kong.’

Where should one begin? Professor Lee recommends
Love in the Time of Cholera (1985), preferably in
original Spanish or in English translation. Dr. Vicente-
Rasoamalala thinks that there are many gems among
his short stories and advises one to begin with his
Collected Stories (1984).

1 (—EFOHIR) 198245  REETF
One Hundred Years of Solitude, 1970, trans. Gregory Rabassa
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CUHK Green Work Widely Recognized
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CUHK was honoured for the second time with the
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From left: Ms. Vivian Ho, Director of Campus Planning and Sustainability; Prof. Fung Tung, Associate Vice-President;

Prof. Benjamin W. Wah, Acting Vice-Chancellor; Prof. Chu Lee-man, chairman of the Committee on Campus Environment;

Gold Award for the Public Organizations and Utilities
Sector of the Hong Kong Awards for Environmental

Mr. Benny Tam, Director of Estates Management

Excellence (HKAEE). The award ceremony was held
on 2 May. The University was also voted ‘My Favourite
Green Campus: Tertiary Institution’ by U Magazine and
received the award on 8 May.

A record number of 896 institutions vied for the
HKAEE awards in 2013. The key factors of the
assessment criteria are green leadership, programme
and performance, and partner synergy. CUHK staff and

students have made remarkable achievements in energy

conservation, water conservation, waste reduction,
ecology preservation and environmental improvement,
and collaborated closely with suppliers and canteens
in green purchasing, promotion of low-carbon diet and
reduction of food waste. Apart from its all-out efforts on
campus, CUHK reaches out to the community to raise

awareness of sustainability.

The HKAEE was launched in 2008 by the Environmental
Campaign Committee
organizations. It gives recognition to achievements
of different sectors in environmental management.
In 2013 the scheme had 12 Sector Awards for big
businesses and 4 Sector Awards for small and medium

in conjunction with nine

enterprises, with Gold Award, Silver Award, Bronze
Award and Certificate of Merit for each.
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New Anticoagulant More Effective in Stroke Prevention for Asian Patients with Atrial Fibrillation
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A recent research led by Prof. Lawrence K.S. Wong (left), Mok Hing Yiu
Professor of Medicine and Chief of Neurology at CUHK, reveals that the new
oral anticoagulant, Rivaroxaban, is more effective than the traditional Warfarin
in stroke prevention among Asian patients with atrial fibrillation (AF), and is
more effective in Asian patients than in non-Asian patients.

As AF patients are five times more likely to have a stroke than normal persons,
they should be prescribed anticoagulants to prevent clot formation. Professor
Wong studied the data of 932 Asian patients participating in the international
large-scale study, ROCKET AF, which involved a total of 14,262 AF patients
from 45 countries worldwide. After comparing the data of the 932 patients from
mainland China, Hong Kong, Taiwan and South Korea, with that of non-Asian
patients (mainly from Western countries), it is found that stroke incidence among
Asian patients is 11% higher than among non-Asians.

In Professor Wong's study, half of the patients were treated with the new oral
anticoagulant Rivaroxaban, and the rest were prescribed the conventional
Warfarin. Results showed that Warfarin is relatively less effective in Asian
patients. The study also revealed that Rivaroxaban could reduce the risk of
stroke by 32% among Asian AF patients, but only 11% in non-Asians. Professor
Wong concluded that the new drugs should be used as the first-line treatment
for AF patients with high risk of stroke.
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Naming Ceremony of Lau Chor Tak Lecture Theatre
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In appreciation of the generous donations made
by Mr. Lau Chor-tak, Hong Kong entrepreneur and
philanthropist, and chairman of the Lau Chor Tak
Limited, CUHK named
Theatre 1 on the ground floor of the Yasumoto

Foundation the Lecture

International Academic Park as ‘Lau
Chor Tak Lecture Theatre’. Officiated by
Mr. Lau Chor-tak (left) and Prof. Joseph
J.Y. Sung (right),
CUHK, the naming ceremony was held on
23 April.

Vice-Chancellor of

The lecture theatre is the largest one on
campus with a floor area of 759 m? with
a seating capacity of 582, and equipped
with comprehensive audio-visual facilities
and wifi network connectivity for teaching
and learning.

Chor-tak made
generous to establish the
‘Lau Chor Tak Distinguished Lecture on
Global Economics and Finance’ at the Institute of Global
Economics and Finance (IGEF) of CUHK. The lecture
series aims at further promoting scholarly exchange on
global economics and finance. Prominent scholars and
experts will be invited to deliver lectures on the latest
developments in the global and Chinese economies

Last year, Mr. Lau
donations

S EEREES e

23.4.

or related topics of public interest. Recently, Mr. and
Mrs. Lau have donated to the University another
generous gift-in-kind—a commercial property and a
parking space located in Kwun Tong—of which the
proceeds will be used to support the development of
IGEF.
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Lee Woo Sing First Cultural Night
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Engineering Students Recognized for Creativity

. Date: 32-23 March ; gt .
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An outstanding team comprising Ting Sin-hang (5th right), Yeung Chi-ling (3rd right), Evelyn Julipalas (2nd
right), Chan Chung-ho (5th left) and Cheung Kai-hung (3rd left) from the Department of Mechanical and
Automation Engineering and led by Dr. Li Yiyang (Ist left) and assessors Leung Yun-yee, Yip Chun-wa (7st
right) and Lau Ka-chun (4th right) of the same department, won the championship of the third Greater China
Design Competition, held in the South China University of Technology, Guangzhou, on 22 and 23 March.

Lee Woo Sing College held the first International Cultural Night on
2 April. International students from 23 countries and regions set
up cultural booths for this event to share their traditional customs,
cuisines and beverages with other members of CUHK. The event
was highlighted with non-stop musical and dance performances
given by students from different cultures. These included music
jamming, featuring Indonesian angklung, Hawaiian ukulele,
acoustic guitar and piano, Indian Bhangha dance, Korean folk

o . . . ) . . dl d various international hits.
Hosted by the Institution of Mechanical Engineers (North East Asia Region), the competition required song mediey and various internationat hits

the participants to design and build a material transporter that can carry granular material up and down The event attracted more than 250 participants from around the
world, including Austria, Chile, mainland China, Colombia, the
Czech Republic, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan,
Mexico, Puerto Rico, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,

Taiwan, the Netherlands, the UK, the US, and Hong Kong.

stairs. The team that could deliver the greatest amount of materials to a container within a 10 minute time
limit won the competition. With its innovative and robust design, CUHK defeated other strong opponents
including the University of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, and South
China University of Technology to become the winner.
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The launching ceremony of the Li's Chinese Dictionary

In 1980, the Li’s Chinese Dictionary, compiled by CUHK founding Vice-Chancellor Dr. Choh-ming Li, was published by

The Chinese University Press. The dictionary, which includes more than 12,000 characters under over 1,100 categories,

marks a breakaway from the traditional classification methods (i.e., by meanings, by initials and finals of Chinese syllables,

or by radicals). Instead, most of the characters are categorized in accordance with their phonetic components. Besides,

developed by Dr. Li, its ‘Fan’ indexing system arranges characters with the same number of strokes in accordance with the

shape of their first strokes, namely, ‘dot’, ‘left-falling stroke’, ‘vertical stroke’, ‘right-falling stroke’, and ‘horizontal stroke’.

This system provides readers with an easy and quick way to access an entry.

This remarkable work took more than 15 years to complete. Dr. Li spent most of his holidays and leisure time on it in order

to balance his heavy workload as Vice-Chancellor of the University. ‘It was my most effective tranquilizer over the last

decade,” says Dr. Li in his ‘Foreword’ to the dictionary, which is now on display in the University Gallery.

BEFRFE
Halal Lamb Kebab

FORSEENRIE A - B FEREMEIE  CUHK enjoys great diversity in terms of its students’ ethnic and religious
BT ARESEHFEEEBMNEE. affiliations. The University has also introduced a wide range of global
KEI| ABMHAFEERNERE . HiF  Cuisines on campus to cater to students with different dietary customs.
B SER SIS ERETE A Located at the Lee Wai Chun Building, a newly opened canteen provides

AR B EEE R AR B A AR 2R Halal food.

B [ERED | S AT The canteen specializes in donar lamb kebab, a traditional Turkish dish.
p AN X 2RINAN R °

‘Donar’ (Turkish spelling: doner) means ‘turn around” and ‘kebab’ refers to

[RE]RXIEREA TELEE—R
ERERNEN - BUEZHARAF
HABMEREEIE - BFRER

‘roasted meat’. This dish is made of lamb or chicken roasted on a vertical

rotisserie. When the surface layer is done, it is sliced into thin, crisp shavings
and put into a warmer. The sliced meat is then placed on a thin slice of pita
FRATIRIT - BUEARIRAG - EATEE bread, and served with lettuce, tomato and onion, and dressing. The roll
A ERSARBE—EEN AW wrapped in a foil. The authentic dish recreates the flavour of the Middle
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East on our campus.

Halal is an Arabic word meaning ‘lawful’ or
‘permitted’. The Halal diet is practiced by
Muslims and features certain restrictions on the
choice of ingredients, method of slaughtering
animals and cooking methods according to the
Quran. For example, pork, blood and alcohol
are forbidden, and any animals that died from
stranguation or being beaten are not allowed.
According to the canteen staff, many restaurants
may claim they provide Halal cuisine, but the
canteen on campus has been issued the ‘Halal
Certificate’ by the Incorporated Trustees of the
Islamic Community Fund of Hong Kong. This
means that the whole food handling process
meets the requirements of Halal food, and
Muslims at CUHK can dine here worry-free.

Z B IR IR

Left photo: Chicken on the vertical rotisserie
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New Dean of Graduate School

EARBEBHIRSARER X EEKKEEDERTER R
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Prof. Lutz-Christian Wolff, Professor of Law, has been appointed
as Dean of the Graduate School on a concurrent basis for a period
of three years with effect from 1 September 2014, succeeding

Prof. Wong Wing-shing.

BEERER
Reappointment of College Head/Master

s MEERUBRLERETREZIRRRERK EH=F H2014F7RA1BRER-
Prof. Chan Chi-fai Andrew, Professor in the Department of Marketing, has been
reappointed as Head of Shaw College for a further period of three years from 1 July 2014.

o HMRIBEBRAYEMRBEAR AU NBHEREZERZTEERRE  THMF &
201458 1A AR
Prof. Sun Sai-ming Samuel, Research Professor of Biology in the School of Life Sciences,
has been reappointed as Master of S.H. Ho College for a further period of two years
from 1 August 2014.
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PRt REEEE 2 HEE
New Website of the Committee Against Sexual Harassment
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The website of the Committee Against Sexual

B o e - e

Harassment has been revamped. Contents of
the website have been reorganized in a more
accessible and user-friendly way. New sections
added include ‘Guidelines’, ‘Education and
Training’” and ‘Resource Corner’ to keep staff
members and students abreast of the latest

information about the work of the committee.

Please contact us for enquiries or suggestions = i

e

regarding the website.

#B4UE Website : http://policy-harass.cuhk.edu.hk
E 55/ B E Telephone/E-mail : 3943 8716, pash@cuhk.edu.hk
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Prof. Wong Suk-ying

Director of Admissions and Financial Aid

You're a professor in sociology, the dean of students of

a college, and now the chief admissions officer of the
University. How do you prioritize your work?

These roles look conflicting at first but upon closer examination
they can be integrated. My research interest lies in the sociology of
education. One of its mainstream topics is the equality of educational
opportunity, which investigates how one’s social position is affected
by equal access to education. Education as a social institution serves
to provide a solid opportunity structure, wherein university admissions
plays the important role of facilitating social mobility. In this way, | seem
to have found a natural connection between my academic interest
and my admissions portfolio. Academic perspectives and principles
provide a safeguard for policy and implementation. My exposure to
students of various backgrounds and interests in the college context

further makes this a very nourishing experience.

You hold admissions talks at mainland cities frequently.
How do you introduce CUHK?

I am not the hardsell type. | would touch upon topics such as university
and society, university and character building, and how students of the
21st century should understand themselves and equip themselves to
become life-long learners. | will then introduce the mission and vision
of CUHK. | hope students and their parents have a clear idea about the

University so they can make well-informed decisions.

How should a prospective student prepare for the transition
from high school to university?

The Faculties of Science, Engineering and Social Science have introduced
broad-based admission, meaning freshmen would study a common core
of subjects before choosing any specific major programmes. Therefore,
when knocking on university doors, students should at least have
identified or attained a broad understanding of the kind of disciplinary
areas they would like to explore. Second, more grounds can be covered
in a four-year curriculum than a three-year one. Students should take
this opportunity to develop freedom of thought and an independent
character, instead of following close at the heels of their parents and
teachers. Third, be modest. Even if you have made the elite programme
you chose, that is not the end of it. You still need to keep an open
mind, think independently and collaborate with peers from diverse
backgrounds. | believe creative excellence is only possible if it is also

coupled with a mastery of the basics while passion is a default.

In the age of tiger moms and helicopter parents, how

do you see the parents’ role in their children’s choice of
universities and majors?

If helicopter parenting refers to taking responsibility for children’s
educational experience, it is not necessarily a negative thing. It
only shows how much faith Chinese parents have in education. |
encourage parental involvement in choosing universities and majors,
only if the parents have carefully evaluated the current social and
manpower needs and future trends of our society, instead of going
for whatever is most sought after at the moment. A comprehensive
evaluation combined with their life experiences can make parents’
suggestions most valuable. Some students said they made the
decision on their own without consulting their parents. | don’t think

that’s a good idea.

CUHK awards hundreds of scholarships every year. Who
are the beneficiaries besides academic achievers?

Academic excellence is but one of the criteria. The University also
gives due recognition to students who have demonstrated outstanding
performance in other areas, such as community service, leadership,
innovation and sports. There are scholarships that encourage
students to take the road less travelled. Those dream-followers
devote themselves to majors such as pure science, literature, history
or philosophy. Their career prospects may not be as straightforward
as those who are trained to be lawyers or financial executives or
managers, but the spirit of independence and devotion to what they

believe in is worth rewarding in itself.

Can you share your to-do list as Director of OAFA?

Most administrative units of a complex organization inclines to be
inward-looking, but university admissions casts its sight both inside
and outside the university. It involves an enormous amount of
paperwork. | must make sure every procedure is executed with the
utmost care and attention. If we fail to provide accurate guidelines
when answering enquiries, troubles may ensue and worst of all, it
may bring the University into disrepute. But | also keep reminding
myself not to become a bureaucrat. | must look far and wide to
continuously enhance our system of admissions in step with changing
circumstances and in view of each freshman’s entrance record and
his/her performance afterwards. This is what a responsible admissions
officer should do.





