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Editorially Speaking

The University Lecture on Civility has brought another pleasant surprise to our campus
by inviting Prof. Mohammad Yunus to tell the story of how he subverted conventional
banking. Our reporter has recorded his wise and provocative words and shared them with
our readers.

As the Bengali scholar left the ivory tower to help the poor, so too have researchers in
this part of Asia. Academics at the Chinese University have been granted the Knowledge
Transfer Project Fund to make a social impact with their research.

Yunus made it possible for the underprivileged to take out loans because he had insight
and confidence in their repayment. Credit cards used to operate on a basis of trust but
the earning of profits corrupted the original intention, and lenders now lead us to believe
that minimum repayment is already a generosity. We will tell you the story of the first
credit card.

The one and only CUHK General Education system was recently bestowed an international
honour. We had a chat with Prof. Leung Mei-yee who has been involved in it for over a
decade, on how to build a solid foundation in freshmen and train them to scrutinize and
respond to the world with rationality.
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The unique Amphitheatre at New Asia College makes a perfect backdrop for a wedding. It was here that Eric Poon and Dora Choi, both alumni of New
DEE #% Viva Voce Asia College and the School of Journalism and Communication, tied the knot, witnessed by over 300 guests.
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Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus,

1.CARE University Lecture on Civility 2015

Founder of Grameen Bank

W W o
":ﬁ Ve o A
§ “‘;7&

hecle S > T o

BAE  MIFRAM S ME - | I BT AL SR 4
BERMARAFEERELR NEENAERE 28
RAKMGRERS SR MAREBAE R EMEEH
FoRAMAELEMREENRRENRNG  KXEAL
FRECE (A [HBARIREE] -

LEMBERR BENFEAZERENIE  RUNE
R - BERBZNAAMBFLIEITHESH—F X M1
REORMATEEHRRHNERENE] WEEFEA
ZMTENRNES - [ [HKIE] 2E—ERENB S - AKE
EMBLERN - MRBEREATLECAAENNAE
ERHETEMRE -] - hHBEERRETEE TLE T
xeEp BRI EZTREEBYER [28] ARBKE
BRNEE-

LBIHBRBITEROTRZEBUI - FEARE R
# EEENRMEN TEERBRBSEE 58K
BHREBITSIATE - B =TFHRELR SERE
B RRUR ?



B F K B IR
Prof. Muhammad Yunus

he government’s recent figures on poverty in Hong

Kong indicate close to a million people are struggling
under the poverty line, which means one out of every
seven Hong Kongers live in poverty. Is poverty impossible
to eliminate? Or have we been using the wrong approach?
On 14 October, Prof.
economist, also known as ‘Banker to the Poor’, was invited

Muhammad Yunus, Bengali
to CUHK by the University Lecture on Civility to share his
ideas on tackling poverty with a thousand-strong audience
on the topic ‘Small Loans for a Big Future’.

Abandoning Economic Theory

Professor Yunus obtained a doctoral degree in Economics
in the US in 1969. He then returned to Bangladesh and
joined Chittagong University as head of the Economics
department in 1972. In 1974, famine swept through
Bangladesh. ‘When famine was raging outside, and | was
teaching those elegant economic theories, | asked myself,
“Am | teaching something about people? Or just cooking
up something to please myself?” | found that | was not
useful to anybody. So | went out of the university to find
something | could do to feel useful to at least one person.’
He visited the village of Jobra near the university, where
he found lots of women engaged in small businesses.
Because they were not ‘bankable’ hence not eligible
for loan services provided by conventional banks, they
could only make a living at the mercy of loan sharks. He
only lent them US$27 of his own money and helped 42
families. That gave him the first taste of the importance of
microcredit to the poor. Later he became a guarantor for
people applying for bank loans and they made repayments
on time. However, with more money loaned, banks started
to reject his applications. He had an idea: Why don’t | run
a bank that serves the poor? Eventually, Grameen Bank
was founded. ‘Grameen’ means ‘village’ in Bengali.

Grameen Bank: Doing the Opposite

Founded in 1983, Grameen Bank provides microcredit to
the poor without requiring guarantees. It is now one of
the biggest commercial banks in Bangladesh. Grameen’s
model has been adopted in close to 180 projects in over
100 countries. Grameen America is a successful case that
has projects in 11 cities in the US, benefiting over 50,000
women living in poverty. As of January 2015, total loans

of Grameen amount to US$16.5 billion, and repayment
rate is over 98%. In 2006, Professor Yunus and Grameen
Bank were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for their
‘efforts through microcredit to create economic and social

development from below’.

‘There is no sophisticated rule, principal, guideline to
run my programme. | just look at what the conventional
banks are doing, and then 1 just do the opposite. And it
works beautifully for me.” Professor Yunus said, ‘They go
to the rich, I go to the poor; They go to the men, | go to the
women, They need guarantee, | trust everyone. They open
in city centres, | go to the villages.’

Professor Yunus noted that the existing social system
designed for the rich will not do the poor any good. So
he didn’t take the old road to overcome poverty like
asking government to allocate more resources to the poor
or offering them charity. He believes these traditional
methods fail to create income for tackling problems in
the long term. They also fail to recognize the problem for
what it is and come up with a solution. It leads to people
distancing themselves from the issue by saying that if the
poor worked harder, they wouldn't be poor. What he does
is change the system and help the poor to unlock their
potential and fight for their lives. ‘To me, the poor are like
Bonsai trees. When you plant the best seed of the tallest
tree in a six-inch deep flower pot, you get a perfect replica
of the tallest tree, but it is only inches tall. There is nothing
wrong with the seed you planted; only the soil base you
provided was inadequate.’

Changing the Soil of Economic Activities

Professor Yunus is convinced that financial systems could
benefit the poor, but we have to change the rules of the
game. Grameen Bank is not just a lending institution; it
has its own unique operating model. For instance, it offers
loans to women living below the poverty line—over 97% of
borrowers are women; every borrower is required to form
a solidarity group of five people, who must not be closely
related. It helps the poor to develop their social networks;
besides, there is a list of agreements that borrowers have

to agree to follow, such as sending children to school,
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and keeping the environment clean. The agreements
significantly modify people’s traditional way of living, and
go far beyond the spheres of regulations of conventional
banks.

Besides honouring the poor’s right to financial services,
Professor Yunus hopes to change society through the
development of social enterprises. He pointed out that too
many ‘middlemen’ are making a profit in every stage of the
process between goods production to sales. The reason is
that in capitalist societies, people are motivated by self-
interest. They are ‘one-dimensional money-making robots’.
‘Business schools only teach people how to make money
for companies rather than solve social problems.” He set
up dozens of social enterprises, for instance Grameen
formed a venture with a food company to produce yogurt
that provides rural children many key nutrients; built
solar home systems in Bangladesh; promoted mobile
communications in Bangladesh to improve the economy.
Professor Yunus doesn’t own any shares in these social
enterprises. To him, ‘making other people happy is super-
happiness’.

Professor Yunus believes that young people today have
mastered the power of technology to change the world;
they should think about how to make good use of the tools
in their hands. He bluntly dismissed the idea of working
for others as artificial and not far from slavery. It has to
stop. Young people should be job creators not job seekers.
‘Finding a job is an old-fashioned idea...People are born to
be entrepreneurs. It is a shame if education makes us forget
who we were.” Professor Yunus hopes we will achieve zero
poverty, zero unemployment, and zero carbon emission
soon. It is only then that we can turn our current human
civilization rooted in selfishness to one based on what it
truly means to be human. One day our children may have
to go to museums to see how we once allowed so many
fellow human beings to live in poverty.

Professor Yunus is planning to introduce Grameen Bank
to Hong Kong and has made initial contact with dozens
of local social enterprises. Will his 30-plus years of
experience in poverty eradication bring enlightenment to
this most capitalist of world cities? &%

Professor Yunus (centre) visits the exhibition on global and local poverty hosted by the University Lecture on Civility
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Fine Specimens of Knowledge Transfer
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Dr. Tony Tsoi

Knowledge transfer has in recent years emerged as an
integral mission of higher education. Always committed
to serving the community and a pioneer in knowledge
transfer, CUHK has long dedicated efforts and resources
to bring gown and town together in mutually beneficial
ways. The Knowledge Transfer Project Fund (KPF) was set
up in 2009 to encourage faculty members to be personally
involved in applying their knowledge and ideas in projects
that are visible and beneficial to the community.

Thus far, the fund has supported 130 projects with a total
funding of over HK$32 million. It has enabled more than
200 CUHK researchers of all academic disciplines to transfer
their research expertise to the Hong Kong society in ways
that are immediately noticeable and beneficial. Dr. Tony Tsoi,
Associate Director of the Office of Research and Knowledge
Transfer Services which administers the fund, was impressed
with the variety of projects and the level of impact generated.
He said, ‘Past projects include training teachers to work with
students with learning and social difficulties, developing
an online system to provide health and safety information
related to Chinese herbal medicine, launching public
education campaigns to heighten the awareness of different
ageing-related diseases, and developing a smartphone app to
sharpen Cantonese speakers’ perceptual distinction between
Putonghua and Cantonese.’

Attraction or Distraction?

For some academics, walking into the community is second
nature to what they are already doing. Prof. Maria Tam of
the Department of Anthropology said that her involvement
in community work had come to her very naturally, because
anthropology required researchers to be ‘in the world’ in
order to have a holistic and emic understanding of it. Her KPF
projects set out to promote greater understanding of some
of the ethnic minorities in Hong Kong. She had conducted
a series of training workshops for university students and
seminars in secondary schools, and compiled an information
kit for the public.

Prof. Vivian Lee of the School of Pharmacy was initially in
two minds about sharing time between pharmacological
research and community work. But she was always driven by
a sense of mission to serve the community. Her most recent
project funded by KPF sought to promote greater awareness
and early detection of atrial fibrillation that may increase the
risk of stroke. Her project reached out to the senior citizens
and their caretakers by means of lectures, workshops and an
online platform.

Professor Lee now finds balance and synergy between her
research and community work. Her KPF project provided
much useful data she could use in her publications and
applications for other research grants. And the outreach
programme she designed for her students has become an
extension of her classroom.

Rewards Unforeseen

Prof. Hendrik Tieben of the School of Architecture also found
he had gained from the KPF experience in terms of teaching
and grant applications. His ‘Magic Carpet’ project is a novel
approach to community participation and empowerment.
This outreach project, implemented in Sai Ying Pun and
Tin Shui Wai, aimed to cultivate a sense of belonging for
residents in the two communities. Teenagers from local high
schools were trained to create video interviews about their
neighbourhood and used screenings, gatherings and social
media to engage residents to restore the identity and reshape
the public space in their respective communities. The project
results have informed Professor Tieben’s further research
and won him support from the Quality Education Fund. The
KPF project has also opened up new pedagogic possibilities
resulting in new degree courses.

Dr. Tsoi said that the multidisciplinary nature of many
community projects would often put the project leaders into
collaborations with their colleagues or researchers from other
fields. Professor Lee had collaborated with a cardiologist
in her education of the elderly, whereas Professor Tieben’s
multi-media method had made collaborations with journalism
experts and professionals necessary.

Prof. Agnes Chan of the Department of Psychology worked
with a musician in developing the ‘interactive concert for
autism’, combining clinical psychology and music to develop
a cost-effective programme to teach children with autism to
better express themselves through music appreciation. Her
project also provided an opportunity for the general public
to understand the special needs of children and adults with
such trait. Like many CUHK scholars, Professor Chan is not
contented with only speaking from the lectern but wishes to
‘move the heart of society’ in the capacity of a scholar.

Is it worthwhile to invest in the community so many precious
hours which might otherwise be more gainfully spent in the
lab or the clinic? Prof. Leung Kwok-sui of the Department of
Orthopaedic and Traumatology thought it is.

Professor Leung is a specialized clinician in fragility fracture,
a common problem among the elderly. He found that with
the ever increasing number of cases, a more effective way
to help the ageing population is to invest time in educating
the community on how to prevent ‘falling” in the first place.
Through talks, risk assessments and professional training, his
KPF project provided more support to inform the community
of the risks of sarcopenia (age-related loss of muscle mass and
strength) and fragility fracture. Professor Leung'’s involvement
in community projects often required him to work on
weekends and public holidays. But he was fueled by passion
and a firm belief that more good can be done by transferring
his expertise on a scale that is enabled further by the KPF.

Season 7

The KPF has entered its seventh season. Call for applications
has already begun and the deadline is early December. An
information session for potential applicants is scheduled at
noon on November 13 at LT5 of Cheng Yu Tung Building.
More information may be found in www.orkts.cuhk.edu.hk/
knowledge-transfer-initiatives/funding-schemes#kpf. &
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CUHK Reaffirms Partnership with University of Alberta

N{HBARER ERalph Young
FERFE-ITEARERR R
10A14B RGP K- KK E
FX B BB 15 El R kSteven
Dewfd+ (£) - BIFRBAR B
BERFBESEHERRE
(ER) ZE2E P20
REERRELLES AERK
RILHEZEHE (&) - RIERIR
RIREHRHE - URPARES
AT AT EE & PR K IEZL
B
AR R R AR m B 3 R i
Bn WERWRBAEEMEE RS BRLFRLSHENIEE - P RE AR ANER1996F 5 F 21
RS KRG ERH WH1999FEES —HETE BRI AR ER TSl - RIREHM - L1EZE
REFMSteven DewETEMR A E RE TEEMO BT ORMEMRHE BRI -

A seven-member delegation led by Mr. Ralph Young, Chancellor, University of Alberta, visited
CUHK on 14 October for the purposes of strengthening ties and reaffirming partnerships in academic
collaboration and student exchange. Members of the delegation include Dr. Steven Dew (left), Provost
and Vice-President; Dr. Cen Huang, Executive Director of International Relations and Recruitment
and Assistant Vice-President (International); and Mr. Gordon Houlden, Director of the China Institute,
among others. The delegates were warmly received by Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung (right), Vice-Chancellor
of CUHK; Prof. Gordon Cheung, Associate Vice-President; and Prof. Stephen Chiu, Co-Director,
Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies.

Representatives of both universities exchanged the latest developments and information on
research programmes of their respective institutions. They also reviewed existing collaborations
and engagements in the Worldwide Universities Network, to which both universities belong. In the
presence of representatives from both universities, Professor Sung and Dr. Dew took the opportunity
to renew two Memoranda of Understanding—the first signed in 1996 for academic collaboration, and

the second signed in 1999 for undergraduate student exchange.
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United College 59th Anniversary Celebrations
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The United College celebrated its 59th anniversary in mid-October with a
series of celebration activities, including the opening ceremony, UC Run,

the outdoor bazaar, etc.

The 59th anniversary ceremony was held on 16 October. The College invited
Dr. Thomas H.C. Cheung, Chairman of the College Board of Trustees and
Mr. Leung Kam-chung Antony, Group Chief Executive Officer, Nan Fung
Group to officiate at the ceremony and deliver speeches. The celebration
climaxed with the ‘Feast-for-a-Thousand’ held in the same evening. Over a
thousand College staff, students, alumni and guests enjoyed the dinner.

New ‘CUHK in Pixels’ Image Database Shows Many Faces of CUHK

PAFHLUARZENZ ERMRBTES A —
EXREE SHEE - FAEMERY [AAENY
IS ERE] - BE MR B ROFRTIEIE L 4
ERANTER EXEW: BHAE - #E [HX
BRI BRE DERBRIRESLHY ERANE
Fre BuhIRERUA (http://apps.cuhk.edu.hk/cuhk-
in-pixels/) * JFAIER KRB EEZE A

[MABE] REGR ERAE-HARIE R
B~ (&) - [88] F)/\[EER hEaEARS
—{EERIBER IR E IR A MRS IRE - BRI ‘ '
AMERR  SREFEBETATERE HEEEE
BF BOEAR MERHR]  WABILES BAR
BWEHBROEE - [PRER| RBFHEFBER
—THAR BESTEMEM -

versions of University publications. The archive
has been well received by CUHK members and
the public. Now the ISO presents ‘CUHK in
Pixels’, a database of images capturing momentous
occasions of the University since its founding.
A website (http://apps.cuhk.edu.hk/cuhk-in-pixels/)
has been created for the purpose, that can be
accessed via the official CUHK website.

With a neat layout and a user-friendly interface,
‘CUHK in Pixels’ features images in eight categories,
including ‘Campus’, ‘College’, and ‘Learning’. Visitors
can browse photos by clicking the categories or find
photos by keyword search. Every photo contains
details like ‘tags’ and ‘time shot’. Some photos have
information on ‘source’ which when clicked will
show you the backstory. Over 1,500 photos have

BHBREREKBREED  [PABRFRI\TAER HleREEFZAF-1 Z2HA
ABHEREIE K ARG ER] BB BRRELE,  SBRARCOZLET K
Ef (PAGE] AR SRERRT  [ARERBRFFINEERBERYALIRBHE
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CUHK has accumulated thousands of photos taken over the last five decades—treasures

waiting to be mined and, recently, they have been. Some years ago the Information
Services Office (ISO) launched the ‘ISO Publication Digital Archive’ featuring digitized

been uploaded so far, and the number will continue to increase.

Mr. Tommy Cho, Director of Information Services, said, ‘The faces, events and landscapes
on campus have left many beautiful images which make up the collective memory of
the University. The archive is an effort to promote and democratize the visual culture on
campus by making these valuable memory traces accessible to everyone.” He saw it as a
continuous and growing resource: ‘Our first steps are to make available all the photos that
have appeared in the University publications. In later stages we hope that other units may
follow suit and contribute their photos to make it a truly University-wide image resource.’
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Poor Man’s Credit Card
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The much publicized security flaws of contactless enabled
credit cards make one realize how far we have come since
our ancestors were using seashells as a rudimentary means
of exchange.

The history of credit cards does not go back very far. The
first bank card, called ‘Charg-It’, was issued in 1946 by a
bank in Brooklyn. It was not a mass consumer product but
only available to the bank’s customers for making payment
for local purchases at a later stage.

One evening in 1949, after a delightful dinner at a classy
New York restaurant, Frank McNamara found out he had
left his wallet at home. Either out of embarrassment or an
entrepreneurial instinct or probably both, he saw the niche
for an alternative to cash. A year later, he and a partner
brought out the first Diners Club credit card, and attracted
20,000 cardholders in the first year of its launch.

The success of the Diners Club card inspired American
Express, which had been in the traveller’s check and
money order business since the mid-nineteenth century.
In 1958 American Express issued its first credit card and
soon made it available in other geographical locations
and currencies. VISA and MasterCard joined the

fraternity later.

Hongkongers are enthusiasts of credit-based transactions.
According to the Hong Kong Monetary Authority, by June
2015, a total of 19 million credit cards were in circulation in
Hong Kong. Each of its inhabitants carried on the average
2.7 cards. The second quarter of this year saw a total of
128.6 million credit card transactions, with a total value of
$143.7 billion.

The nickels and dimes have disappeared if they have
not been rejected at cashier counters. We are heading
towards a cashless society, where carrying cash may not
be regarded as a convenient or ‘cool’ thing. A few decades
ago, the clairvoyant Canadian scholar Marshal MclLuhan
said: ‘Money is the poor man’s credit card.’
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Arrangement for the Seventy-eighth Congregation

REBEL+\EAE (BHRBMH8) $r1178198 (2HI0) EF10REMERESRIT B
RERFIMEZHE I BRAT S RB T2 TS HHUR oL B2 I R4
BRI

RIRTF SERARMBELEUFEERITEER FHBEOT:

The Seventy-eighth Congregation for the Conferment of Degrees will be held at 10 am on
19 November 2015 at the University Mall. Prof. Joseph ].Y. Sung, Vice-Chancellor and

President will confer first and master’s degrees and officiate at the Inauguration of the Choh-
Ming Li Professorships and present awards for teaching and research excellence.

The graduation ceremonies held by the seven Colleges for first-degree graduates will take
place in the afternoon of 19 November. The schedule of the ceremonies is as follows:

HEERBTBUBXMR

First-degree Graduation Ceremonies Held by Seven Colleges

Ehe s 2 ITREE
College Time Venue Guest of Honour
MBER 12nn— BRERAEE REUEELT (FBERRESEE)
Lee Woo Sing | 1:15pm Shaw Lecture Theatre Dr. Leung Fung-yee Anita

Chairperson, Committee of Overseers,

Lee Woo Sing College
BRER 12nn— [y S HFMRE (PRBET KARLEE)
Shaw 2:15pm Sir Run Run Shaw Hall Mr. Wong Wai-hung

Chief Executive Officer (Asia & Pacific),

Centaline Property Agency Limited
REER 12nn— REERESE ERHHER (REERRK)
Morningside | 2:30pm Dining Hall, Maurice R. | Prof. Sir James Mirrlees

Greenberg Building Master, Morningside College

sk 1:30pm- | REER3E THPHE (BBEPXARBELRTHEHIR R
New Asia 3:15pm University Mall ZESRMEE)

Prof. Ting Sun-pao Joseph

Adjunct Professor and Honorary Senior Research

Fellow, Department of History, CUHK
EEER 2:00pm- | {IEEE FBELT (BERTEFRRTHRER)
S.H. Ho 3:45pm Ho Sin Hang Hall Ms. Lee Wai-mun Rose, JP

Vice-Chairman and Chief Executive,

Hang Seng Bank
AL 2:.00pm- | REEBFE ZEM L+ (BERFEEAZRFEE)
Chung Chi 4:30pm Chung Chi College Ms. Lau Yin-hing Connie, JP

Chapel The Ombudsman, Office of the Ombudsman, HKSAR

BEER 3:30pm- | BRRKE ELHEL (BFERFTERRMRLE)
United 5:30pm Sir Run Run Shaw Hall Dr. Anna Yip

Head of Hong Kong and Macau, MasterCard

RS REEXHERMNMIA208 (BHH) k218 (28X B0\ FIETT:

The master’s degree graduation ceremonies will be held on 20 and 21 November in eight
sessions:

HERHE

Parking

M REHMFESKEEREEREE A1MA1ERI0REFHAM UEERIKRE -
MA19REEEH BRFRE ERIE RBTHE  FEXLARMEBARAES(EE
5 BERBTRENABEWMER -

The car park opposite Sir Run Run Shaw Hall, to be used as a seating area for graduates, will
be temporarily closed from 1 to 30 November for the erection of a canopy for the ceremony.
Car parks at the Benjamin Franklin Centre, John Fulton Centre, University Administration

Building, Institute of Chinese Studies and Tin Ka Ping Building will be reserved for guests
with special parking labels on 19 November.

FREH

Suspension of Classes
MA19REZER - 2 AHIARIERE (BRIZZE 0AFRRIN) KRR ARZEZITR

On 19 November, full-time undergraduate classes (except MB ChB Programme Years 3-5)
and postgraduate programmes classes will be suspended.

BERRESEE
Wet Weather Contingency

HEZAEBRNERSAR AEBHMBBTLARAREEZRERF FLT\EBRASBEEMER
BRAERIT WHBEIREANZEEAR TSR E MBS ANE L7300 TEANREE
BITETRMEFBE E 8 (XBk)  FHE MHEREER) FRH (IHERS
bo) BEMETIKEZLTCEFETRT WHEIMINZEEER mMELE (BEk)
BRREABRR MR EREERT AR ONZEEEE - MEERRITHSE
B HAEER RAER REER SHERMNBERSREME DI HAMNELS
BURBEEABATZHE ASBNFEMBDEBERRF  FHEBEAH RS RMEXE
B WEABERMEAD LA REEEBIwww.cor.cuhk.edu.hk/congEHh

In the event of heavy rain, the University will launch a wet weather contingency plan. Upon
an official announcement, the Congregation will be moved to the Sir Run Run Shaw Hall and
simultaneously broadcast to lecture theatres on campus. The New Asia College Graduation
Ceremony will take place in the Sir Run Run Shaw Hall at 7:30 pm. The Master’s Degree
Graduation Ceremony, Session 1 (Faculty of Arts), Session 4 (Faculty of Social Science)
and Session 6 (Faculty of Business Administration) will be moved to the LT6 of Lee Shau
Kee Building and simultaneously broadcast to nearby lecture theatres on campus; while
Session 7 (Faculty of Medicine) will be moved to the Lau Chor Tak Lecture Theatre, Yasumoto
International Academic Park and simultaneously broadcast to nearby lecture theatres on
campus. The indoor ceremonies for Chung Chi, United, Shaw, Morningside, S.H. Ho, Lee
Woo Sing Colleges and Sessions 2, 3, 5, 8 of the Master’s Degree Graduation Ceremony will
not be affected. If the contingency plan is to be implemented, details will be broadcast at
the University MTR Station and the University Mall, and announced at the entrances of the
University and on the congregation website (www.cpr.cuhk.edu.hk/cong) on the day.

NEEFEIREOHAE

By i::) \Y u u uati
ErtEURESEAR Investment Returns of Staff Superannuation Scheme
Master’s Degree Graduation Ceremonies
g EEED! It 2k TEEE 9.2015 1.10.2014-30.9.2015
Faculty Date/Time Venue Guest of Honour - RARE R HE FE1E O] 2R RIS $EIZE @R
£ (XBh) 20112015 | AEXE B (AREEAREEBEEBRAR s Unaudited | Benchmark | Unaudited | Benchmark
Session 1 10am-12nn University Mall | EE#412) Return Return
(for Faculty of Arts) Mr. Heung Shu-fai e
Media Consultant and Managing Director, i o _ o _ o _ o
Sirius Pacific Consultants Ltd Growth LR RIRER A S
SR (F2EFE) 20.11.2015 AR R E BIRESE (BBREERRTTHAE) {7
Session 2 11am-12nn Sir Run Run Mr. Ma Kam-sing Allen Balanced -1.99% —-2.04% -1.91% -5.36%
(for Faculty of Science) Shaw Hall Chief Executive Officer, Hong Kong Science g
and Technology Parks Corporation et RE.
-0.53% -0.42% -2.38% -4.47%
=46 (TRER) 20112015 | EBRAE RN (ASMATERHEAR AR THAR) Stable ° 0 0 0
Session 3 2pm-3:15pm | Sir Run Run Mr. Lee Wai-kwong AT
(for Faculty of Shaw Hall Chief Executive Officer, ASM Pacific HK Equity -3.48% -2.36% -8.32% —7.07%
Engineering) Technology Limited
EME BRI 2011.2015 | EAE RREFE (BERATRERNEELR) BEEH At 1R 170 ¢ om0
Session 4 3pm-5:30pm | University Mall | Mr. Leung Ka-wing HK Index-linked el e el B
(for Faculty of Social Director of Broadcasting, HKSAR Government A50FRBRE
Science) A5oqér:j2%racker -0.72% -4.58% 25.08% 27.18%
FERE HESR) 21.11.2015 il e MBEHE (EBRFITHRREEDHEESLR ey p—
Session 5 10am-11:30am | Sir Run Run REBR ARSI R G REIRERTEHIR) BITIRITIF R
(for Faculty of Education) Shaw Hall Prof. Lam Chiu-ying, SBS HKD Bank Deposit 0.06% 0.004% 0.97% 0.04%
Chairman, Environmental Campaign Committee, ETRITER
TIRTTE R
HKSAR Government and . 0.04% 0.007% 0.68% -0.10%
Adjunct Professor, Department of Geography USD Bank Deposit
and Resource Management SBITIRI TR+
FAM (IHEESR) 21120156 | HEARE WEREE (BELRERHER) AUD Bank Deposit* e glille gleC et
Session 6 10am-12:15pm | University Mall | Mr. Chan Tak-lam Norman, GBS, JP Ei_fﬁ/_ri”*
(for Faculty of Business Chief Executive, Hong Kong Monetary Authority B TLERTTAF 5K _ _ _ _
Administration) EUR Bank Deposit* 0.27% 0.27% 11.88% 11.77%
FEH8 (BEk) 21.11.2015 NN BEIREE A (BIREERBEmEMIAEE) A RMEAR (TR
Session 7 3pm-5pm University Mall | Dr. Luk Che-chung RMB Bank Deposit* 0.31% 0.48% 0.09% -0.98%
(for Faculty of Medicine) Cluster Chief Executive, Hong Kong West
Cluster, Hospital Authority + AL s gomE , , ,
B\ CERER) 21112015 | BBRE Annabelle Bennett £ CRINEFERAE & Eﬁgﬁfyégﬁﬁ >H VfVWW'c“hk'eld”'hk/ bf“r sary/chijpublic/payroll_benefits/mpof.html
Session 8 3pm-4pm Sir Run Run BEPNAR LB ANEEGHRERS) or cheme periormance, p eaS‘e refer to: )
(for Faculty of Law) Shaw Hall The Honourable Justice Annabelle Bennett WWW.Cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/eng/pub/lc/payroll_beneflts/mpf.html

Judge, Federal Court of Australia and
Honorary Member, Advisory Board of

Faculty of Law, CUHK

* BREERORESEARBRAEXES -

Both actual and benchmark returns include foreign currency exchange difference for the month.

466 « 4.11.2015



DEX & Viva Voce

Prof. Leung Mei-yee

KRB BB AT

Director of University General Education
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CUHK recently became the first institution outside the
US to be bestowed the Exemplary Programme Award
for Improving General Education by the Association for
General and Liberal Studies. What made the Office of
University General Education (OUGE) decide to compete
for the award?

General education (GE) is not a discipline in its own right.
Different universities have their own ways of developing and
teaching it. There’s no universal yardstick for measuring their
performances. The University Grants Committee (UGC) has
stressed the importance of meeting international standards.
We have been paying attention to the education models
and assessment methods related to GE around the globe.
In 2012, the Chinese University introduced the General
Education Foundation Programme (GEF). Although it has
been well received by students, we are not complacent. Last
year we invited Jerry Gaff, a world renowned GE expert, to
review our programme. He was very impressed by the GEF
and encouraged us to compete for this award. So we gave it
a shot.

What were the association’s assessment criteria?

The assessment covered the entire process—development,
implementation, results, and how to ensure continuous
improvement. We had to explain how we define our need for
improvement, how the improvement scheme dovetailed with
missions of CUHK and met the needs of students, whether
the curriculum was based on research or empirical data,
whether there was participation by different stakeholders,
whether the implementation was carefully designed, whether
there was evidence of improvement in student learning
which could facilitate continuous improvement.

When did you get involved in developing GE at CUHK?

| studied history and obtained my master’s degree and PhD
in France. | joined the OUGE in 1999 as an assistant director,
helping Prof. Cheung Chan-fai, the then director, to publish
the ‘General Education Series’ and promote the concept of
GE on campus. | also served as an adjunct assistant professor
at the Department of Modern Languages and Intercultural
Studies. In 2003 when there was a need to develop a quality
assurance mechanism for GE, | began to work full-time with
the OUGE.

What were your personal GE experiences?

Back then at Chung Chi College, | was greatly inspired by
a message that Dr. Philip Shen delivered in a freshmen GE
course ‘ldea of University’: university education is completely
different from secondary education. You wouldn’t be given
model answers; you have to learn by yourself. Before
graduating, we had to complete a ‘Senior Seminar’, which
required students from different departments to form teams
to decide on paper topics and conduct research according
to our respective expertise. My teammates were philosophy

Photo by ISO staff

and mathematics students. We studied the Chinese almanac
Tung Shing from the perspectives of astronomy, intellectual
tradition, and history. We also interviewed Mr. Choi Park-
lai, an expert in Chinese geomancy and calendars. It was a
refreshing experience in interdisciplinary learning.

You received the award in Milwaukee and gave a presentation
on CUHK General Education. What was the response?

The assessment panel was impressed by our well-paced
implementation of the GEF, collection of empirical data of
learning outcomes, and step-by-step improvements. They
were surprised that a comprehensive research university
can develop a foundation programme with relatively low
credit requirements and that has an extensive and deep
impact on all students. One of the panel members even
said that it was necessary to review the way of GE reform—
conventional sweeping reforms may no longer be desirable.
Perhaps it would be better to learn from CUHK’s experiences
of focusing on small areas first and exposing students to
common learning experiences as a foundation for learning
partnerships.

What challenges does the GEF pose to students? How was
it received by them?

In the digital age when people can cut and paste from
the Internet whenever they like, we require students to
give up second- or third-hand information and to read the
classics. There are seminars in addition to large-class-size
lectures. They have to engage in face-to-face and verbal
communication, and organize their thoughts into coherent
sentences.

Since its introduction in 2012, the GEF has consistently
ranked top in freshmen evaluations. According to a survey
conducted by the Centre for Learning Enhancement and
Research, freshmen feedback is generally positive. Of course
comments like ‘too many readings’, ‘too difficult’ constantly
show up. But the students are ‘happy to be pushed’. They are
happy to be pressed to think about serious topics and acquire
necessary knowledge that they wouldn’t otherwise learn due
to laziness. At first students are reluctant to learn knowledge
outside their main subjects. But according to comparisons of
before- and after-course surveys, both arts students’ interest
in science and science students’ interest in the arts have
grown.

How do you relax?

Through gardening. | grow lettuces and cucumbers on the
roof of my home. | also like to read novels. But recently I
don’t have the energy for heavy ones. | prefer to read Jane
Austen novels; they tend to be lighter. People generally see
her as a romance novelist. But | think that her works explore
the various faces of humanity, and depict the importance of
treating others with sincerity and respect, regardless of social
class. This serves as a reminder to consider other people’s
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feelings in my constantly busy life. [





