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Editorially Speaking

The University Mall was twice turned into a stage flooded in sunlight in November.

On 6 November, it was the pulsating stage on which hundreds of dancers from different schools
swayed, jived and gyrated in the Joint University Mass Dance 2015. For once, the Mall was not
easy to negotiate, for one’s pace was inevitably slowed by the sight of droves of twisting and

turning dancers. We talked to members of the CUHK Modern Dance Society which played
host that day.

W.B. Yeats asked, ‘How can we know the dancer from the dance?” Less philosophically, we ask
our readers to meet the dancers from CUHK and their dances.

On 19 November, the gold-canopied University Mall staged the 78th Congregation to confer
degrees on thousands of fresh graduates and welcome their friends and families. For twice, the
Mall was not easy to negotiate, for one was overwhelmed by the sea of jubilant school leavers.

Also in this issue, Suki Lau (photo), second-year student in cultural management, gives her
viva voce on how she came up close to some canine dishes in Yulin, Guangxi and came back an
animal rights campaigner.

Linguistic changes are part of the life of a living language. The linguist among our staff has no
easy answer, but offers up a few examples of how meanings can change haphazardly.
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DERE$% Viva Voce The infectious moves of the Modern Dance Society’s freshman members who only joined two months ago (p. 2)
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A Dancing Campus
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n 6 November, two days before winter’s official
Oarrival according to the 24 Solar Terms, the CUHK
campus was unusually warm, and global warming was
not the only reason. That afternoon, over 400 dancers
from CUHK and nine local tertiary institutions staged the
Joint University Mass Dance in front of the Beacon. The
performance was so powerful that the University Mall was
packed with watchers.

Young Dance Lovers

The Mass Dance is an annual event of the dance societies of
10 local tertiary institutions. Dancers from the universities
perform on the 10 campuses by turns. On 6 November,
‘freshman’, ‘current student’, and ‘veteran’ teams of the
CUHK Modern Dance Society (CUHK Danso), host of the
event, performed three dances.

Starting the show was a performance by 90-plus freshman
dancers which was greeted by the audience with
enthusiasm. Danso has a total of over 400 members, close
to 150 freshmen admitted this year, and 60 odd veteran
members who either performed or participated in related
activities even though they had graduated.

Yanis Chan (Food and Nutritional Sciences, Year 2), Danso
president, said, ‘We concentrate on contemporary dance
and street dance such as hip-hop, locking and breaking.
We make our presence known to freshmen through
our performance in the Art Fair in September and our

Facebook page.’

Mixing Dance with Friendship

Yanis stressed that Danso’s aim is to promote dance
through the collaborations of like-minded students. The
top criteria for recruitment is interest in dance rather than
technique or physique. ‘Danso liaises with dance teachers
to arrange classes. These are normally held after 7pm.
Members are free to choose classes to attend. Tuition is

shared by students attending the same class.’

Li Hon-ting Michael (Molecular Biotechnology, Year 4),

T L

Danso member, concurred, ‘I am one of the best examples
of that. | became interested in dancing after watching
the society’s annual performance. | only started taking
lessons after joining the society.” Yeung Wing-sze Coco
(Professional Accountancy, Year 3), another member, has a
similar background to Michael. She had learnt Latin dance,
but knew little about street and contemporary dance . She
joined Danso out of curiosity and was fascinated by the big

and wonderful world it opened up.

Three Major Performances

Yanis said that there are three major performances
each year. Besides the Mass Dance, there are the Intra-
varsity Dance Competition in February, and the annual
performance at Sir Run Run Shaw Hall in April. From
time to time, Danso is invited to perform on campus and
outside of it, such as at the Colleges’ anniversary events, or
at a flash mob.

Danso members are divided into ‘freshman’, ‘current
‘veteran’ teams for ease of arranging
Most

performances and so they are given opportunities in

student’ and

performances. freshmen are new to dance
shows. The ‘current’ team comprising 20-plus members
competes in the Intra-varsity Dance Competition which
requires mastery of more advanced techniques and more
practice. Freshmen can attend intensive training in the
summer to advance their technique so as to be admitted to

the ‘current’ team.

In Love with Dancing

Dancing requires persistent and consistent practice.
Danso members need to rehearse intensively at least
three times a week, three to four hours each time, over
a month-long period before each major performance
and contest. But the University’s young dancers are
more than happy to make the commitment. Yanis said,
‘Dancing helps me realize my level of physical fitness.
Whenever music comes on, | start dancing according to

my mood. It’s a way to let my emotions out. Our members

may have different backgrounds, but we all learn and

perform wholeheartedly. | am deeply impressed by the
team spirit.’

Coco said, ‘Dancing is good for training up the body.
Every move | manage to improve gives me a sense of
achievement and satisfaction. | love performing. It’s the
stuff of future memories.’

As a beginner, Michael pointed out how tough it was when
he first practised stretching. But he never thought of giving
up. ‘Dancing helps me relax. It’s like alternative therapy.
Being on stage is the coolest experience ever. The sense of
satisfaction is palpable as I've invested so much effort into

it. It’s a wonderful experience.

‘Ever since | fell in love with dancing, | have tried to push
myself to the limit. It’s a good way to train perseverance,
which applies to studies as well as other aspects of life.’

Passion That Never Wanes

Yanis pointed out that Danso attaches great importance to
the balance of interest and study. Practices and rehearsals
are scheduled after 7pm but before midnight. ‘We focus
not only on technique and performance; we also strive
to cultivate “sense” so members dance naturally to any
music.’

Danso’s development is mainly fueled by torch passing.
Coco explained, ‘The veterans sacrifice their time to
participate in performances, give advice, or play audience
to support us. Faijai, a veteran who became a full-time
choreographer after graduation, has been teaching the
freshman team for four consecutive years. She advises
that dance is least about being cool, and all about
understanding and enjoyment. | feel like I'm part of a big
family that is passionate about dancing.’

Michael said, ‘Our ties are strong. We are good friends with
a common goal.” Through dance, he became interested in
art and theatre, and plans to work in related fields upon
graduation. The fascination of dance extends beyond itself
to the many possibilities it entails. &
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78th Congregation for the Conferment of Degrees
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he Chinese University of Hong Kong held its 78th Congregation for the

Conferment of Degrees on 19 November. Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung, Vice-
Chancellor, presided over the congregation and conferred 3,732 bachelor’s
and 6,167 master’s degrees.

In a speech titled ‘The Young Are the Hope of Our Future’, Professor Sung
urged youth not to underestimate their role in society and said that no matter
what the public may think of them, he still believes they are the hope of
society. Professor Sung added that all members of society must pitch in to
move society forward, working harder and complaining less. ‘Unconstructive
criticisms can do no good to the individual, to the family, and to society. The
recent war in the Middle East, the terrorist attacks in Paris, and the quarrels
in Hong Kong are proof that darkness cannot dispel darkness, and hatred is
no cure for hatred. Peace can only be achieved if we replace darkness with

true light, and hatred with forgiveness.’ &
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Honouring Stellar Teaching and Research Number of Degrees Awarded
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Undergraduate Programmes
Also held at the Congregation were the inauguration of the Choh-Ming Li Professorships and award ceremonies for outstanding teachers and

X2+ 530
researchers. Bachelor of Arts
ST 2014 FERREHHRBMS 2014FEBEFRERERARE THEREL - 648
Choh-Ming Li Professors Vice-Chancellor’s Exemplary Teachin Young Researcher Award 2014 Eicivalor o Eiblese selnisiEien
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ot - Award 2014 N o _ XBE+RBEET 48
o REBHF BYTISEHE ¢ EBBEMichael O'SullivanZiz Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of
Prof. Hong Ying-yi Chohfl\l/ling Li Professor of o WEfRREEEHA Prof. Michael O’Sullivan, Faculty of Arts Education
Marketing Dr. Leung Tak-wah, Faculty of Arts o THEHERERIGEHR YEa+ e
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o ERIRIBHIR EHBTIPRANS R s THERSRMEREL Prof. Yang Yong George, Faculty of Business Bachelor of Education
Prof. Cheng il o Dr. Lai Hon-weng John, Faculty of Business Administration o
Chun-yiu Jack Choh-Ming |_Il Professor Administration o HEERRARBHIE _Bﬁih%li i ) 442
of Orthopaedics and o HBEREEENE Prof. Gu Mingyue Michelle, Faculty of Education achelor ot Engineering
Traumatology Miss Cheung Sin-ting Juanita, Faculty of Education o TREREFRERT S 72
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) Egéliiy&g' fh@:h’\fgiﬂs ‘ ; o TREREREHE Prof. Huang Jianwei, Faculty of Engineering Bachelor of Laws
ror. shao iman Sta?is:[iclsng trrolessoro Prof. Lu Yi-chun, Faculty of Engineering o SEEBRETFBHE hERaL 25
S - o SE{REARR TBIE AT Prof. Ip Chi-yeung Eric, Faculty of Law Bachelor of Chinese Medicine
. ) - # = > N x L. nn
Zall < S Prof. Peter Rhodes, Faculty of Law o BEERR Mk 4 h 4 R ER e
Prof. Yu Chai-mei  Choh-Ming Li Professor of o RNINERIBEE L 163
Jimmy Chemistry o E2EART &I BT Prof. Cheng Sze-lok Alfred, Faculty of Medicine Bachelor of Medicine and
Prof. Yu Sau-fung Doris, Faculty of Medicine o JRE[TIATHIIT Bachelor of Surgery
[ ) S A 1T Prof. Xu Lei, Faculty of Science o -
2015E e 18 o ERRMTEBE , ot Xu el Faculty W o
University Education Award 2015 Prof. Tai Pui-kuen Amos, Faculty of Science o HERIERG R Bachelor of Nursing
y o HERIBREIEEL LT Prof. Xu Yuan, Faculty of Social Science e
o SRR (B Ms. Chan Yuen-man, Faculty of Social Science éé;hzlor of Pharmacy o
Prof. Stephen Hall, Faculty of Law s BHEHEEREHE 2014 EMBREBMARE L
. BEREEEGKED Prof. Gordon Clark Mathews, General Education Postgraduate Research Output Award Ba:ghelor of Science 803
Prof. Au Kwok-keung Thomas, Faculty of Science 2014
HEREET 598
m o VEREISELL Bachelor of Social Science
Mr. Ye Yangxi, Faculty of Arts
. . B Total 3,732
; o THEBSRRFERE
Prof. Leung Chun-yip Jerrel, Faculty of Business HERE
o = ini i Master’s Programmes
%,t_/./ (@K% (PEfZEa (i e Adm|t1|strat|on 9
Congregation for ghe Conferigent of. o s HEZERAWMR LT Total 6,167
3 T I y = K Ms. Huang Yanli, Faculty of Education
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Dr. Wu Xiaoxiao, Faculty of Engineering Including one graduate who was simultaneously
’ ’ awarded a Bachelor of Engineering degree
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Mr. Jedrzej Gorski, Faculty of Law VoA RIS R Rt S T Y b=
o BERREGHEL SRR AR 20A
Dr. Yu Cheuk-yin Jandy, Faculty of Medicine Including eight graduates who were simultaneously
o BEEIIBEYE awarded a Bachelor of Engineering degree for a

Double Degree Programme, as well as the first batch of

Prof. Quan Yangjian, Faculty of Science 20 Bachelor of Science in Community Health Practice,

o MtERERRBIELT a two-year full-time undergraduate programme for
Dr. Yuan Chao, Faculty of Social Science associate degree / high diploma holders
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Cross-strait Universities Commit to Promote
Academic Chinese
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The University held a summit on the ‘Assessment and Development of Academic Chinese’ on
18 November, as one of the several initiating universities that include Peking University (PKU),
Nanjing University (NJU), Shanghai Jiao Tong University (SJTU), and Taiwan University (NTU).
On the occasion, 32 universities from mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Macau signed a
collaboration agreement to promote Chinese as an internationally recognized research language.

The summit brought together some 100 speakers and participants from over 30 universities
as well as Scopus and Web of Science, two authoritative international citation databases.
Representatives exchanged ideas on joint efforts towards enhancing the status of Chinese in the
global academia. Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung, Vice-Chancellor of CUHK; Prof. Pan-chyr Yang, President
of NTU; Prof. Guo Xinli, Vice Party Secretary of SJTU; Prof. Lee Qiang, Vice Party Secretary of
PKU, and Prof. Fan Conglai, Assistant President of NJU, together with the representatives of 27
attending institutions, signed the Promotion of Academic Chinese Agreement.
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Wu Yee Sun College Celebrates 8th Anniversary
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Wu Yee Sun College organized a series of activities in November under the theme ‘Sunny
Airline’ to celebrate its eighth anniversary.

Celebrations began with two career night talks for the College’s first batch of graduating
students. At a forum on the 2nd, Mr. Nicholas W. Yang, advisor to the Chief Executive on
Innovation and Technology and Non-Official Member of the Executive Council, shared
his insights on innovation and technology.

‘Master’s Night Talk with Graduates’ was held on the 4th, during which Prof. Rance P.L.
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Experts Discuss Hong Kong Children Bill
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Some 200 participants including academics, legal and health professionals, as well
as government and NGO officials shared ideas on how the long awaited Hong
Kong Children Bill should be framed and other issues related to children’s rights
and welfare at the two-day Children’s Issues Forum on 13 November, at the CUHK

Graduate Law Centre.

Speeches were delivered at the opening by The Hon. Chief Justice Geoffrey Ma
Tao-Li (photo), GBM, Hong Kong Court of Final Appeal, The Rt. Hon Sir Matthew
Thorpe, former Lord Justice of Appeal, England and Wales, Prof. Christopher Gane,
Dean of the Faculty of Law and Simon F.S. Li Professor of Law, CUHK, and Prof
Michael Hor, Dean of the Faculty of Law, HKU.

On the second day, participants discussed issues affecting children such as
challenges in representing children’s perspectives in legal proceedings, and frontline
experience with child poverty.

The forum was organized collaboratively by the CUHK Faculty of Law, the HKU
Faculty of Law, the Law Society of Hong Kong, the Family Law Association, with the
support of the Hong Kong Bar Association.

Lee, College Master, Prof. Annisa C.H. Lee, Dean of Students, Prof. K.F. Wong, College
Fellow, Prof. K.P. Pun, College Warden, and Ms. Sandy P.S. Lee, College Secretary, shared
their experiences in career development. This was followed by the ‘523 Banquet’ on the
10th which was attended by over 300 students and College members.

Sunny Festival featuring over 40 booths and a music show was held on the 11th. It was

graced by the presence of the College Overseers, Dr. Joseph Y.W. Pang, Mr. Benedict N.Y.
Sin, Mr. and Mrs. Albert P.C. Wu, and 30 teachers. The Campus Run on the 13th brought
celebrations to a close.
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Risky Business

MREBEEANEESE: [REERAANK REEE
pENE

ABLAYPFERRER BEEROEHAHEDRR R
B ARERT—FIEM - BREARTHE?

—RME RRRRREEROEE DRI RN
Rt - ATE R ERITTE  REISKARM B EM AT
PA BUR B SORBIE AT RER BIRIR K B BRI T B IR
HEHWE-—BETE-

BE—HEIE AN TRABERA TREKEIE - PTAD B
R ETE LR EA IR - B IBE S0 FEHE
REMES LRI ARA+TET ARRELESRNK
KR FAEEREEGHARDESN—F-

EEHERBRENEYEREAEEMSNEL MEREE
AR REESE - R EEIRE - FTUASEE 5 B AR M
RAMEBFEMIEE  ATRAERITREREE - RRI/E
EFEHRENISHERERE10% MXAXELY LAY IT K L
D RIZE0.5F12.0  ABARXA)BIL B EE5% : YA RIZ20% °
BEHMABAHERK —BFHK10% XFEJE-5% : YE AlaE
20% © PATH  FEfRI AR (D BOPRER FT R EN(E B AT e BE F el i o

Financial advice usually ends with a caveat that investors
should pay attention to the risks inherent in a volatile

In a general sense, risk is the chance of an investment
running to the ground. There are two kinds of risk:
unsystematic and systematic. The former refers to the
profit or loss situations of individual companies, stocks or
sectors. Such risks can be minimized by diversifying one’s
investment or, in common parlance, not putting all the
eggs in a single basket.

But things in the real world are never that simple. As
different tools or commodities are stable or volatile to
different degrees by nature, the calculation of risk in
diversification is not simply adding and dividing. Splitting
one’s investment in stocks and bonds by halves does not
spread the risk evenly. This is because stocks are generally
more volatile than bonds. A 50-50 stock/bond portfolio
still runs a risk of more than 50%.

Systematic risk refers to those adverse factors that impact
on the whole asset market. Examples are the reverse trend
in interest rates and global terrorist attacks. Hedging is not
an adequate safeguard against systematic risk. The degree
to which individual stocks are vulnerable to massive
market changes can be measured by the so-called Beta
Coefficient. If an investor expects the return of the stock
market to be 10%, and stock X and stock Y have beta
coefficients of 0.5 and 2.0, respectively, then the potential

market or commodity. return rates of X and Y are 5% and 20%, respectively.

[
il

i

i

Risk management has become a programme of study in the When things go bad and the market plummets 10%, the

university and risk coefficients have become terms of art.
Risk has attained a cult status of being able to be studied
and quantified. But what is risk?

value of X could have fallen by 5% and Y an unpalatable
20%. But then again, the beta coefficient of any stock may
change from one moment to the next.
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EHEIE Announcements
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Council Members
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Dr. Maggie Koong May-kay (photo) has been nominated by the Chancellor, in accordance

with Statute 11.1(k) of The Chinese University of Hong Kong Ordinance, as a Member of
the Council for a period of three years with effect from 27 November 2015. Dr. Koong

is a dedicated leader and advocate of early childhood education, and is currently the
Chief Principal of Victoria Educational Organization and deputy supervisor of Victoria
Shanghai Academy. She is also a Trustee of the Board of Trustees of Whittier College,
USA.

Dr. Vincent H.C. Cheng has been re-nominated by the Chancellor, in accordance with
Statute 11.1(k) of The Chinese University of Hong Kong Ordinance as a Member of the
Council for a further period of six months from 24 October 2015.
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Heavenly Crafted: Selected Mughal Jades from the Palace Museum
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The Art Museum of CUHK and Beijing’s Palace Museum jointly present the exhibition
‘Heavenly Crafted: Selected Mughal Jades from the Palace Museum’ from 28 November
2015 to 28 February 2016 in Gallery Il of the Art Museum, Institute of Chinese Studies.
Thanks to the generous sponsorship of the Friends of the Art Museum, CUHK, the
Art Museum borrowed 40 of the 400 pieces of Mughal jade from the Palace Museum
collection to mount a special exhibition in Hong Kong. This is the first special exhibition
on the subject in Hong Kong and mainland China, and most of the pieces have never
been exhibited or published before.

The exhibition is aimed at revealing the artistic achievement of the Mughal jades, their
origins, and their mutual influences on the art of jade-carving in Central Asia and China.
It will also explore the characteristics of Qing dynasty jades crafted in the style of the

Mughal jades.
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One-Handled Jug Inlaid with Gold
and Precious Stones

India, 18th century

Collection of The Palace Museum,
Beijing
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For MPF Scheme performance, please refer to:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/eng/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html|
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Both actual and benchmark returns include foreign currency exchange difference for the month.
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International Conference for Exploring Hong Kong’s Chances and
Challenges under the Belt and Road Initiative
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CUHK’s Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies and the Central Policy Unit of the
HKSAR Government are joining hands to organize the International Conference on

Hong Kong and the World under the Belt and Road Initiative on 17 and 18 December
2015 on CUHK campus.

The two-day conference consists of a plenary session on the morning of the first
day, followed by a number of parallel thematic sessions. For the plenary session,
internationally reputable scholars will be invited as keynote speakers. For the parallel
sessions, 42 panelists from the Belt and Road region will be invited. Scholars from 32
countries/societies and over 40 universities will share their views on the Belt and Road
Initiative, with special reference to the opportunities and challenges it presents to their
countries and to Hong Kong.
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Obituaries
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Prof. David Parker, Honorary Adjunct Professor of the Department of English, passed
away on 29 October 2015 in Adelaide. Professor Parker was the chairman of the
Department of English from 2000 to 2009, and Research Professor from 2009 to 2013.
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Miss Ma Ka-yi passed away on 11 November 2015. Miss Ma joined the University on
20 August 2007 and served as Library Assistant Il in the University Library.
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» Year 2 student in Cultural Management
» Hong Kong Animal Post Reporter
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What do you do as a volunteer animal rights campaigner?

After visiting Yulin in Guangxi in June, and having
documented the annual Dog Meat Festival, | was
approached by online media Hong Kong Animal Post.
| began contributing articles as a volunteer reporter and
wrote about my experience in Yulin, animal testing in
the cosmetics industry, and reported the views of various
District Council Election candidates on strays. | also share
news on animal rights on my Facebook page ’If animals
could talk’.

What is the difference between your expectation and
what you actually saw in Yulin?

| was able to obtain a more comprehensive view in Yulin,
which was quite different from the impression gathered
by simply looking at photos online. | didn't know that
locals would try to hide dog-slaughtering and dog meat-
selling activities from non-locals. Most of the dogs
were slaughtered in back alleys while some restaurants
serving dog meat were closed during the festival to avoid
controversy. | took a photo of a meat stall sign with the
word 'dog’ deliberately covered up with paint. The word
‘meat’ was still visible, alongside "beef’, ‘pork” and ‘mutton’.

You went with a female friend. Were you ever in a
situation where you felt intimidated?

Most of the time | felt relatively safe, as we were
accompanied by more than 10 animal rights activists. Then
towards the end of the day, we left the group to visit one
of the volunteers’ dog shelter on a hill. All of a sudden, we
found ourselves surrounded by a group of local men who
started arguing with us. The sun was about to set and we
were alone and isolated. | felt truly intimidated. Luckily,
nothing bad happened.

How did you convince yourself to continue filming when
confronted with disturbing scenes?

What | see at the meat stalls in Hong Kong is no different
from what | witnessed at the Yulin Dog Meat Festival.
What makes the slaughtering in Hong Kong wet markets
more acceptable than dog-slaughtering in Yulin? | do not
wish to indicate a preference towards a certain species in
the documentary as | hope it would allow viewers to think
about how human beings treat all kinds of animals.

What are the pros and cons of advocating animal rights
via social media?

I ran into a group of Hong Kong reporters in Yulin who
posted my experience on their news app. After returning
to Hong Kong, | received more than 200 messages,
some sent by very experienced animal rights activists. It
was great connecting via social media with like-minded
people. After reading my articles, some readers told me
they would stop using animal tested cosmetics. | also
received a few criticisms. It is always good to listen to
different opinions. If | find certain criticisms irrational,
I just shrug them off.

Do you feel supported on campus?

I was a bit confused after returning from Yulin. With
hundreds of messages received overnight, |
sure what to do. | am very fortunate to have staff and
classmates on campus who came to me and offered
support. | didn’t even know some of them very well in
the past. | am a vegetarian and almost every canteen at
CUHK offers vegetarian dishes. It would be more ideal
if we could have healthier and lighter choices, or even a
vegetarian canteen.

wasn'’t

What can we do to protect animal rights?

As we become more civilized, we should be more
respectful of life in general. Nowadays, food, clothing
and entertainment choices abound. Animal skin, fur, and
feathers are no longer the only materials available to keep
us warm. And with an abundance of agricultural products
in developed countries, it's no longer necessary to kill
animals for food. As for entertainment, shouldn’t wild
animals have the right to thrive in their natural habitats,
instead of living in urban zoos or being forced to perform
at theme parks? | named my Facebook page ‘If animals
could talk’ because | want people to ponder this: If animals
could communicate in human languages, would we try
to understand their feelings and needs, instead of always
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The CUHK Newsletter is published by the Information Services Office, CUHK, on a fortnightly basis. Submission guidelines and deadlines can be found at
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