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Editorially Speaking

New Year. New Term. Students repopulate the campus. In this issue we present the stories of
two students who may be as diverse as any two you come across in an ordinary school day in the
school bus.

Jeffery Liu had one foot in the world of entrepreneurship even before he entered university. He
talked to the Newsletter about one of his startups, Panjury, which organizes web comments,
considered the flotsam and jetsam in the seas of information, to derive measures of public
sentiment. He also has a few tips for schoolmates who may catch the fast train of startups
someday.

The other leading actor in this issue is Kinson Chan (right), a quantitative finance student who
takes a near-professional interest in the ancient art of Kunqu. He took advantage of the Kunqu
training offered by Lee Woo Sing College and opted for the leading actress role. ‘Viva Voce’ tells
you how Kinson got ‘addicted’ and what he got out of the classes.

Our Chinese scholar continues his detective work in the sea of contemporary Chinese. His
magnifying glass is trained on loanwords which most of us may have taken for granted. Readers
will surely learn a few things about a few words.

Financial technicalities are usually not too friendly to the writer of ‘Financially Friendly’.
With the help of a colleague friend from the Bursary, he is able to tease out a few things about
investment patterns and ways of handling returns figures. Strangely, a little peace of mind comes
with the writing.
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ileen Chang wrote in the preface to one of her
Eshort story collections, ‘One ought to achieve fame
as early as possible.” The same can also be said of
entrepreneurship. When Steve Jobs co-founded Apple
Computer in 1976, he was 21. When Bill Gates co-
founded Microsoft in 1975, he was 20. When Mark
Zuckerberg launched Facebook with his friends in 2004,
he was also 20.

In this information age, entrepreneurs are getting younger
and younger. With access to modern technology from the
moment they were born, the new generation is proving
that age in no way limits their ambition, innovation and
entrepreneurial spirit. On CUHK campus, you can also
find young entrepreneurs ambitious enough to seek

success in the world of technology.

An Early Start

Liu Xun Jeffery was also around 20 when he founded
his first startup. A final year undergraduate student at
the Department of Systems Engineering and Engineering

Management, Jeffery is the founder of two startups.

Jeffery’s family came from Jiangxi province in China, but
he grew up in the Netherlands. Before
he came to Hong Kong to study, he

had run a software development
agency as a high school student.
He hired a team of developers in
the Philippines to make software,
and originally wanted to move to
the Philippines to continue
running  his  software
development agency. But
his parents wanted him to
pursue a degree instead.
‘I gave in and came to
which felt

like a good place to be at

Hong Kong,

Home page Movies & TV

to keep myself sharp and
competitive,” said Jeffery.

Technology Music

Ranking in TV Show

Panjury has grown out of Jeffery’s personal blog about
philosophy. As his followers grew in number, he had very
insightful conversations with some of them in the blog’s
comments section. He thought, ‘The internet is filled
with opinions which are helpful, insightful or just plain
funny. But most of these opinions will forever be stuck
in the comment sections at the bottom of random online
articles, or be buried under the mountains of “selfie”
photos on Facebook. There is actually no centralized
place for collecting and browsing opinions on everything.’

So he turned his blog into a platform where users
can freely share their opinions on any subject. That is
Panjury. Jeffery said that Panjury differs from other online
platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and forums in that
Panjury is optimized to handle sentiments or opinion
from its users. It uses very organized ways to store and
categorize them, and makes them easy for users to

navigate and revisit.

On Panjury you can find people rating and expressing
their views on basically anything, from the best state
leaders to the worst written novels. Now it attracts about
25,000 visitors on average per month.

Bracing for Failure

Jeffery did not find it too difficult to start and run his own
business. He said, ‘It’s not that difficult as long as you
know what direction you want your company to go. You
just have to stay disciplined and stick to your timeline and
milestones. Of course, if you lack discipline, then a lot of
things will become difficult, not just startups.’

But in the US, it is generally estimated that 80 to 90
per cent of startups fail. Jeffery also warns against

Gaming Politics

Ranking in Computer Software

A Blogger-Turned-
Entrepreneur
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bored

with making software, he

Now having got

launched other startups. "
One of them is Panjury.
In his words, it is a social
network that can measure 3

and quantify  public

sentiment on any topic.

-‘NCIS (TV series)

When is it gonna end?

#1
The Goldbergs (TV se VLC media player @
% My kind of show! Amazing software

Mozilla Firefox !

Pinned tabs will be gone if you
close Firefox ina...

2o

It is still a kickass software that ‘
without it, yo...

Adobe Flash

 f

romanticizing startups and their founders. ‘A lot of
wannabe entrepreneurs only look at the best possible
outcomes like fame, money and success, rather than the
most likely outcomes such as depression, bankruptcy and
failure. They also have no concept of the amount of work
that is required to get one started and off the ground.’

Getting funding from investors may be one of the
challenges facing wannabe entrepreneurs of startups. To
them Jeffery has a tip to give: ‘I've been putting myself
out there for a while now. Doing projects for people,
joining organizations, helping charities.... Eventually you
will meet people who either themselves are interested in
investing in small companies or know people who are.
Even if | did not know anybody, and required financing
for my startup, | would simply pick up the phone and start
dialling.’

Moving to the Back Seat

Some say every startup entrepreneur should take some
time off to work for someone else. It’s because you
will learn different leadership wisdom and get a better
understanding of your employees by moving to the back
seat. Jeffery took a gap year in his third year of university
to work for a big bank in Central. ‘I thought to myself
that since everyone in Hong Kong wants to go into the
financial sectors, | ought to give it a try.’

When asked what this experience taught him, he replied,
‘Mainly that I did not want to work in a big corporation.
For me, it’s not about the working hours or salary, it’s
about the freedom of working for yourself. I might be
working for 10 hours a day in my own startup, but at least

I can do it from home in my underwear.’

Hong Kong Becoming Startup-friendly

When talking about startups, most people think of
countries like the US, Israel, or Singapore. Hong Kong
may not pop up in people’s mind as startup-friendly.
Jeffery believes that the relatively high salaries in Hong
Kong draw a lot of talent to work for big multinationals,
even if they have the desire to build their own companies.

But he said, ‘This mentality is shifting as the Hong Kong
government is trying to stimulate its own startup scene.
They are giving a lot of money to small and medium
businesses. 1've been in Hong Kong for less than four
years, and the number of startups has tripled in that time.

| guess people are drawn to resources in the end.’

The importance of encouraging and supporting student
entrepreneurship did not go unnoticed by the Chinese
University. It established its Pre-incubation Centre (Pi
Centre) to support student entrepreneurship. Jeffery
praised this initiative, ‘I think the Pi Centre is a great
resource for CUHK students who want to start their own
businesses. | think the most impactful thing that the Pi
Centre can do to help student founders is to build a
community of like-minded, entrepreneurial people.’

Gone are the days of assembling plastic flowers at home
as a sideline. Now in their 20s, ambitious and inspiring
young entrepreneurs find success in the world of

technology. [
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CUHK Website Wins ‘Best in Class’ at Interactive Media Awards 2015 (University Category)
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The official website of CUHK (www.cuhk.edu.hk)

has received the IMA (Interactive Media Award) ‘Best

in Class’ award among 132 entries submitted in the

IMA

IETES
2015

‘University’ category in 2015.

The IMA Best of Class award is given to outstanding
websites through a series of evaluation by distinguished

professionals and experts in web-related business.

All submitted website entries are scored using five

EEZT IH CLAZE

specific criteria. Scoring 490 out of a total of 500, the
CUHK website obtained full marks for both ‘Content’
and ‘Feature Functionality’, and nearly full marks for
‘Design’, ‘Usability” and ‘Standards Compliance’.

The CUHK website has been enhanced to a fully-
2015,

prospective and current students, alumni, staff, media

responsive design since August targeting
and visitors. Accessibility has also been incorporated
into the planning, design and development stages to
ensure the availability of web content to the widest

possible audience.

Apart from the IMA award, the CUHK website has

For more details of the IMA award, please visit:

https://www.interactivemediaawards.com/aboutus/
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Academic Conference on ‘Belt and Road Initiative’
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A premier academia international conference on Hong Kong and the World under the
‘Belt and Road Initiative’, co-hosted by the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies
and the Central Policy Unit of the HKSAR Government, was held at CUHK on 17 and
18 December 2015.

The conference was a major milestone in providing an international forum for scholars,
policy-makers, think tanks, and other stakeholders from around 30 countries in the ‘Belt
and Road’ regions to share knowledge and experiences, and promote collaboration.
It featured welcoming speeches by Mr. John Tsang, Financial Secretary of the HKSAR
Government and Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung, Vice-Chancellor, followed by three keynote
speeches by internationally renowned scholars.
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also received the Gold Award in the Web Accessibility
Recognition Scheme 2015 in the Website Stream and
was voted one of ‘My Favourite Websites'.
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HK$1.9 Million Raised on CUHK Golf Day 2015

CUHK GOLF DAY
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The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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The 11th CUHK Golf Day was held on 14 December 2015 at the Hong Kong Golf Club.
A record high of HK$1.9 million in donations was raised through Golf Day this year in

_|_

support of the development of the University. Chung Chi College became the third-time
winner of the CU Cup. Wealth Eagle Team was the winner of the Oriental Watch Open
Cup - Best Net, while alumni Mr. Jeremy Tang and Ms. Leong Kuo-wa won the Men’s and
Ladies’ Best Gross Championship, respectively.

Donations raised in the CUHK Gulf Day will be used to fund the CUHK Golf Day
Scholarship, except those with designated areas of support. In 2015, seven undergraduates
with outstanding academic performance and active participation in voluntary services and
sports activities have been awarded the scholarship.
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International Symposium on Psycholinguistics of
Second Language Acquisition and Bilingualism
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The International Symposium on Psycholinguistics of Second Language Acquisition and
Bilingualism was held on 18 December 2015 at CUHK and on 19 December at CUHK
Shenzhen Research Institute in Shenzhen. It is jointly organized by the Department of
English, the Department of Linguistics and Modern Languages, Childhood Bilingualism
Research Centre, and CUHK-Peking University-University System of Taiwan Joint Research
Centre for Language and Human Complexity. The symposium brought together scholars
from the United States, Europe, mainland China, and Hong Kong in the fields of second

language acquisition and bilingualism to exchange research findings.

{h B 43 5 e 52 A i 15 Wi - B SRR 52 (LK o1 B8 0R
WYS College Students Win First Prize in
HK Tertiary Schools COP21 Challenge
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Wu Yee Sun College students Yeung Tsz-chun Arthur (7st right) and Chung Sum-yue
Natalie (7st left) teamed up with a HKUST student to participate in the HK Tertiary
Schools COP21 Challenge 2015 jointly organized by the Consulate General of France in
Hong Kong & Macau and The Hong Kong Sustainable Campus Consortium. With their
creative and innovative idea ‘v’air.com’, the team won the First Prize presented by the
Secretary for the Environment of the HKSAR government, Mr. Wong Kam-sing. ‘V’air.
com’ is an Airbnb-style platform that encourages local travel by allowing individuals and
groups to list local tours available and offering various incentives to attract customers to
spend their money and holidays locally, in order to reduce pollutions associated with

overseas travel.
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International Conference on Remote Sensing
Applications in Tropical and Subtropical Areas
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The Institute of Space and Earth Information Science (ISEIS) hosted the 2nd International
Conference on Remote Sensing Applications in Tropical and Subtropical Areas from 8 to
10 December 2015. Officiating guests at the opening ceremony were Prof. Fok Tai-fai, Pro-
Vice-Chancellor of CUHK, Prof. Xu Guanhua, former Minister at the Ministry of Science

and Technology, and Mr. Nicholas W. Yang, Secretary for Innovation and Technology of
the HKSAR Government.

More than 120 scholars and research students from various countries and regions
participated in discussions on remote sensing applications in land use/land cover change,
atmosphere/urban environment, oceanography/coastal environment and natural disasters
in the tropical and subtropical areas. Two panel discussion sessions were organized to
discuss the challenges and opportunities of remote sensing applications, and oceanography
and coastal environment monitoring in tropical and subtropical areas.

At the closing session, participants all agreed to form a regional coordinating organization
and data sharing mechanism to enhance the capacity for the building of sustainable

development of regional countries.
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Dr. Michael R. Lyu Conferred ACM Fellowship 2015
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Dr. Michael
Science and Engineering, has been elected as a Fellow of

Rung-tsong Lyu, Professor of Computer

The Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) for his

remarkable contributions to the theory and practice of
software reliability engineering. In 2015, 42 were named ACM Fellows worldwide and
Dr. Lyu was the only elected Fellow from Hong Kong. ACM is an authoritative international
engineering organization and the ACM Fellow is the most prestigious member grade,
recognizing the top 1% of its members for their outstanding accomplishments.
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to have fallen in the MPF net. The
issue of investment returns then becomes most relevant
especially in his/her financial standing after retirement.

The following graph plots the prices of three funds A, B
and C over 20 years.

If someone invested a sum of money in one of the funds 20
years ago, which one is the best investment?

The answer is A, given that, by simple arithmetic, the gain
in 20 years is the highest as its price ended at the highest
point among the three.

But if the same person has been investing a fixed sum of
money every year for the past 20 years, which one would
be the best investment?

The answer, alas, is C. This may look counterintuitive, as
C fell below its original price in the 3rd to 12th years. But
let’s not forget that the same amount of money was used
to buy it every year. A lower price means more units of the
fund can be purchased, resulting in more and more units

in the portfolio. C’s overall gain at the end of the 20-year
period is the highest. (see Table A)

The pattern of A is like some long-forgotten stocks happily
retrieved from the bottom of drawers or, more mundanely,
the value of a matrimonial home when the mortgage is
paid out at last.

The logic of investing a fixed sum periodically for a better
return such as investing in C is actually very similar to
most retirement investment schemes where periodic
contributions from the employer and the employee enrich
the preferred investment portfolio. Therefore, negative
returns for certain periods of time might not necessarily be
bad for this kind of investment pattern.

Which of the funds is the most volatile? One of the
measurements of volatility is the standard deviation of the
annual percentage price change. C’s standard deviation of
price change is the largest, hence it is the most volatile of
the three (see Table B). But does it mean it’s the riskiest to
invest in? The answer is not so simple.

Total Value % Gain
& Table A $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $100 $2000
Units A 100 094 089 084 079 075 070 067 063 059 056 053 050 047 044 042 039 037 035 033 1216 $ 3,679 84%
B 100 087 091 077 08 069 077 063 071 057 065 053 061 049 057 044 054 042 051 039 12.89 § 3,288 64%
C 100 065 108 118 130 144 163 18 130 118 118 118 089 093 081 065 062 054 052 045 2040 $ 4,550 128%
&= Table B Average CAGR*  SD*
Yearly Return A 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6.00% 6.0% 0.0%
B 15% -4% 18% -8% 21% -10% 23% -13% 25% -11% 23% -13% 24% -15% 29% -18% 30% -19% 31% 6.70% 51%  19.1%
& 54% -40% -8% 9% -10% -11% -13% 43% 10% 0% 0% 33% -4% 14% 25% 5% 14% 4% 16% 6.47%  43%  21.8%

* Cumulative Annual Growth Rate
**Standard Deviation
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e

BLFFABRPXEMNINEFLUER (loanword) ©
BEREINEE L  ELem B EaE AP Lhngs
SR EE BT 88 AR5 HEFHLAHEA
HIANRER - b~ 35 - B RIBBE - AIRRER X BN 2
RENERGEEZEMEA

T BT BRI RERINREBEANT SRR &
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ZHMSNMBEAR ERTLFARAEEIAE
2 e s (democracy) ~ BRHT (science) &
#47 (coup d’etat) REVEHE (ultimatum) - Z 2SI IEF)
23 (proletariat) °

TREEEREOER AMYUMESMETAE RBBE
LEZTLREMR At TOIMNRABEREREEZINER
MR Ll AESERAS REHRE B2 HE.
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BEERRE

United College Board of Trustees
BEeERREGEM MIZUREEEET (MRRIEL BEEETRRERTLE U
EEREZABRHY A= H2016F1A1HE2018F128318 ¢

Dr. Gallant Y.T. Ho, Dr. Tam Wah-ching and Mr. Gabriel C.M. Yu have been re-elected
Trustees of The Board for three years from 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2018.

AEETEREORNE
Investment Returns of Staff Superannuation Scheme

11.2015 112.2014-30.11.2015
= REBEEE | HEER | REESEE | EEEH
Unaudited Benchmark Unaudited Benchmark
Return Return
#E
Growth -0.75% -1.55% -0.90% -3.33%
Bfaﬁnced -0.07% -1.59% 0.52% -3.44%
ﬁfm -1.13% -1.89% -2.01% -4.30%
kAo B
Hgéﬁgﬁy —2.52% —2.97% —7.68% -6.88%
= S s
Eﬁﬁi_“nkw —2.58% —2.72% _5.00% ~510%
ASOFR S
A5OE(PJh.in$:§rlacker -0.64% -0.13% 16.85% 17.52%
BB
Hﬂ&% éﬂfgﬁmsit 0.05% 0.003% 0.88% 0.05%
o = ¢
iﬁ%;fg;posm 0.08% 0.032% 0.77% 0.05%
A@JS §;nggposit* 1.80% 1.67% -13.04% -15.46%
BRI
Euj; BE;;fggposit* -4.33% -4.32% -15.45% -15.31%
é\,\iﬁéfnf Eeﬁosit* -0.99% -1.15% -0.08% -1.45%

BELHIEFBELM  www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/chi/oublic/payroll_benefits/mpf.htmi

For MPF Scheme performance, please refer to:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/eng/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html

* BERERRORE S EAMBRANZEREH -

Both actual and benchmark returns include foreign currency exchange difference for the month.

HFHEREL EER/AERHERARS | EHERRIRTORIEHE
Information on Overall Performance Rating and Merit Increment to be
Accessed through Staff Self-Service Enquiry System (SSES)

2RIEHEREN2016F1A20BRAIBBATENE L [EEEAEREMNZELL] (SSES)
(#8141t : https://perntc.per.cuhk.edu.hk/ssp/logon.asp) &M ERE BT ZMEEHIE
(PRDS) / BB HEE 5T 8] (PLRS) R2014/15- M2 FRE Z BB RBEN D LA EENIEHH - &

BABAT:

1. BB R FAREEFEBHZEL (CWEM) BIEBA [EEBAEHTHELS]

2. %12 [Personal] + A1 F 1% [Appointment]

3. B8R RE Z [ (For Full-time Non-teaching Staff) PRDS/PLRS| FRIEHERE K}

Starting from 20 January 2016, full-time non-teaching appointees may refer to
information on their overall performance ratings and Merit Increment granted for the
2014/15 review exercise, under the Performance Review and Development System
(PRDS) / Performance-Linked Reward Scheme (PLRS), in the Staff Self-Service Enquiry
System (SSES) at https://perntc.per.cuhk.edu.hk/ssp/logon.asp. Such information may be
accessed as follows:

1. Login SSES with your Staff ID and CWEM Password
2. Click ‘Personal’ and then ‘Appointment’

3. The information on overall performance ratings and MI is shown on the same page
under the ‘(For Full-time Non-teaching Staff) PRDS/PLRS’ section.

X YDEE N BB R
Art Museum Public Lecture
BEHEENEREET— U LEEBRAEIRSHBEEAN

‘Restrained Lustre’: Chinese Jades from the Cissy and Robert Tang Collection
Public Lecture (2)

HHA Date 22.01.2015 (E2HH Fri)
B Time 2:30 pm - 4:30 pm
25 Venue XYERE _EEHE

Activities Room, 2/F, Art Museum East Wing

+:# Speaker iKEf Zhang Wei

(_E/5EMEETT 758 Researcher of Shanghai Museum)

&= Language 3% Putonghua

#8_ERE Online Registration goo.gl/forms/KbY7DWbC4l

3943 5536/ 3943 7374
eocartmuseum@cuhk.edu.hk

&3 Enquiries

REEEERE
The CUHK Library Exhibition
[SERENEENE—EEEmE ]

The Story of the Making of The Philippines — in Maps and Flags

o REHH Exhibition period

8.12.2015-31.1.2016 (AR HAFAEE Closed on public holidays)
o i ® Venue

PAFE—ERDMERE (KBEEREME) KE

Lobby Area, Li Dak Sum Yip Yio Chin Building (University Library Extension), CUHK
GEEERBAREEMF _ ,
KE$ Zlan Morley#ii% e, INDIA ORIENTALIS, =
FIRMMER AR TIER | 5 -
EEGEAREE  WRH1628
E1945FERYHEE - BINR
BERRAREEEE L
Rl BRAERBALR [
REBR] A7 - RAHRE
e A RFEFREAEXBER
FOATHIMMmRE - RE
REBRAETFERE XBE
BHABE - pIN BEHK
AHEP2016F3 A¥IE R
Bl =8 E S RATNARIER
BENES -REHEITSE
WMELGEERY BREE
HA IR E 2 MAIE LR o

EaIZEREAIITERKS XAEF JFREXHET XBEERFEH WHRE
REZDRERREOWE RMEREE T/ \HERHE AL g AR A 4
L

B ER R b EE - (Janssonft THE &)

(162847 4745 /st 1)
Map of South and Southeast Asia from Jansson’s Miniature
Atlas (Amsterdam, 1628)

Ho
>t

The exhibition features valuable historical document provided by the Consulate General of
the Philippines in HKSAR and Prof. lan Morley of Department of History, including maps of
the Philippines from 1628 to 1945 and exhibits that present the evolution of the Philippine
national flag. A display dedicated to Jose Rizal, the Philippine national hero, as well as
document of urban planning when the country was under American colonial rule, and
an interactive touchscreen TV are installed. In early March 2016, Mrs. Nelly Fung will be
giving an in-depth presentation on the history of the Philippines at the University Library.
Guided tours of the exhibition are also offered to introduce the historical relationship

between Hong Kong and the Philippines.

Historical maps presented at the exhibition include those during the Spanish colonial
period, the Spanish-American War, the Philippine-American War, the American colonial
period, World War Il and maps of urban planning. Other supplementary exhibits include
swords from the late 19th and early 20th centuries, as well as photographs, magazines

and books of the Philippines in the contemporary era.

471 + 19.1.2016
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Chan Kin-cheung
Kinson

o AT R R R BB = AR A A

o AEEpE [HEER Bk iR | B2

* Year 3 Student in Quantitative Finance and
Risk Management Science

* Student of ‘Experience Kunqu and Peking Opera),
Lee Woo Sing College

EHEREMRNEFHRESIEEE"?
B E A BBENER (FLHIR) - EHER  XFRE
RER BRLEEMMEERNEHEY BRRMHENSE
RS - BHEFRAEE/ N R RSB EEERN -
BEESEMEERRE—L ERFHEER (HAZ) M
(MKIER) ERBIBS HABAE T XAKERLELMEER
B HEHMEREK-
M BB A2
RERMBEBERTEINRABEAREERER - EF9A
(B8R R EBHRRIZ | W E5R - BRERHEBE A - ZR1R
REEBENRT - MERBWE] EREE T8 &
FREZRERE RESBHBEM KK EHZME
BoRB EEEREREDEES BRREGS tBER-

[ERRERHRE | LREERERN?
R =E BEEMER  BE AT ENRE R BB X
e R—HRISE - EREBEY —TA TORFRE
BURBONABELEES R A2 -AEBLE AN
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B ZME AL - EREBEGRITNHE PR TR
TRFTIHMBNIELSZ  EEREBERE EREHLES
ZERERE HERTR-TRUNR AESETEHESEE
B S - EMARMRE AN BHEE - AR FTIA
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ElE  FRWAEEREFE BSOFER - EMMa IR
F N BIRERRE - PRI RS St -
XEHNEMRER# ?REENAGR?

ERNEMES TREBTEZM RN (HE) REEN

e ZAERGAEN - WANRBEEFEBY BHLH
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RF X Viva Voce

How were you first moved by Kun opera?

| fell in love with Kun opera after watching the movie
Farewell My Concubine. | watched it on TV years ago
when | was in secondary school. It was the late Leslie
Cheung’s birthday. He played the dan (main female
role) in the movie. | was moved by his performance, so
when | learnt that the movie was adapted from a novel,
| searched for the novel in the school library. The
scripts of the famous Kun operas, The Peony Pavilion
and The Peach Blossom Fan were placed next to the
novel. | perused them all, and started watching Kun
opera on the internet.

How did you start playing the dan role?

My decision was greatly affected by Leslie’s acting.
When the course ‘Experience Kunqu and Peking Opera’
began in September 2015, | expressed my interest in
playing the dan role. The teachers believed | could play
well because of my relatively feminine voice, and a
physique with a long neck and sloping shoulders suited
to wearing female costumes. They first suggested that
| learnt Peking opera but | determined to learn Kunqu,
and eventually they agreed, probably taking into account

both my attributes and my desire.

Can you say more about the course?

It is a 13-week course, two lessons per week. The first
lesson is about knowledge of Kunqu and Peking opera;
the second practice. There are about 20 students,
but many are auditing. Some of the more enthusiastic
students have attended the course for three consecutive
semesters. Students mainly learn to play the sheng (main
male role) and the dan roles. For dan, Ms. Jin Huiling
teaches Peking opera while Ms. Xing Jinsha teaches
Kunqu. Most of us have never learnt opera before, so
the teachers are very patient. For example, when we
were learning The Peony Pavilion, the teachers would
correct our poses one by one. We have not learnt many
poses and moves but we have to practise over and over
again. At home we practise in front of mirrors while
listening to the audio tapes provided by the teachers.
We stay behind after class, and the teachers would stay
behind too.

Photo by ISO staff

Do you mind people seeing you as old-fashioned?

No. When | tell my friends about what I’'m learning, they
find it fascinating. In mainland China, Kun opera is no
longer considered outdated art. Teenagers spend time to
listen to and learn it. Kun opera is now at the height of its
popularity. More importantly, | like Chinese culture very
much. Besides learning Kun opera, | practise Chinese
calligraphy. | don’t really care what people say.

Singing, acting, recitation and acrobatics, which part of
Kunqu do you find most difficult?

I have only learnt to sing and act, and of the two,
singing is more difficult. For acting, | am less flexible
than girls, but | believe practice makes perfect. My
progress in singing has been slow. | sometimes struggle
to hit the high notes. Kunqu singing is skill-intensive and
highly meticulous with word articulation. The opening
consonant, the single vowel or diphthong and the
ending consonant of each word must be projected with
smoothness and clarity.

Who is your favourite actress? What roles do you want
to play?

My favourite actress is Zhang Jiging. She’s in the first
Kunqu | ever saw, The Peony Pavilion. | like Zhang
Zhihong, too. Their performances are exceptional. |
am particularly attracted by their exquisite costumes
and temperaments; | want to perform Du Liniang in
The Peony Pavilion and Yang Yuhuan in The Tipsy
Concubine. Last year in the Chinese opera performance
organized by Lee Woo Sing College, | wore the costume
of Yang Yuhuan and had some really nice photos taken.
The Tipsy Concubine is a Peking opera, but it is not too

hard for good Kunqu learners to pick up.

How will you maintain your enthusiasm for Kunqu after
the course?

I never expected to learn so much from the course,
and | was fortunate enough to perform in the College.
Although | am still a beginner, 1 have met some great
teachers who can help me to continue my learning.
In future, besides joining the College’s courses and
workshops, | will keep learning Kunqu from Ms. Xing

Jinsha, who lives and works in Hong Kong. [

AT BEBPXAERENE LR A LR - 875 35 ks flER www.iso.cuhk.edu.hk/chinese/newsletter/>
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