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The Psychology of Pokemon Go
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ince being released in July, Pokémon Go, a location-based, augmented-reality
Smobile game, has taken the world by storm. It has phone-wielding players
flooding parks and public spaces late into the summer night, and generated surreal
spectacles on news media such as hordes of socially awkward teenagers venturing
out of their homes for the first time in years to hunt Pokémon, and adults quitting

their plum jobs to become full-time players.

The phenomenon has left us, Go players and non-players alike,
mystified. What on earth has possessed fans of all ages who
walk miles to hatch fictional monster eggs? Hui Chin-ming, a
CUHK psychology professor who specializes in motivational

psychology, offers five explanations.

1. The human brain feeds on novelty. The reward system in our brain creates the
experience of pleasure when we encounter a new stimulus which in the Go case means
the game’s augmented reality (AR) approach. ‘Go is one of the first-ever mainstream
applications of AR. Thanks to the free game, many have tried the novel technology for
the first time. Kids and adults alike are eager to get their first taste of how it feels to catch

digital monsters superimposed on a physical world,” said Professor Hui.

2. The game provides a fair amount of nostalgia for fans who grew up with the
Pokémon franchise. While many assume nostalgia means an indulgent looking back
to the past, Professor Hui said it actually helps us to move on. ‘Nostalgia is a desire
to connect one’s past, present and future selves. Playing Go reminds us of the fun
cartoon we used to watch and the people we used to watch it with. Such a reminder
can increase positive emotion, enhance self-esteem and foster social connectedness
with others,’” said the young professor who was a teenager when Pokémon peaked in

popularity in the late '90s.

3. Human beings are hardwired for connection. When players are walking
around their neighbourhoods looking for Pokémon, they run into one another. A

shared love of the game makes for easy conversation even between strangers. ‘It’s a
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New School Year, New Faces

great way for city dwellers who normally keep to themselves to connect with one
another. The face-to-face interactions are way more beneficial than online ones to a

person’s mental health, according to research findings.’

4. The rule of uncertainty and scarcity plays a large role. Rewards are more
exciting and valuable when they are uncertain and scarce. For one thing, we can never
predict which critter is going to pop up on the screen; such uncertainty about the
next reward tremendously increases excitement. For another, among the full list of 151
Pokémon, some are considered rarer and harder

to catch, as measured by higher CP (combat

power). When we succeed in catching Prof Hu'”g%:ﬂiﬁz

those, it feeds our sense of fulfilment
and superiority. That is an important \
reason why people are motivated to scale

mountains in search of a Dragonite, or sneak

into funeral parlours to track down a Gastly.

5. The herd effect is a powerful force.
We are influenced by what others around us do,
so if everyone is playing Go, no one wants to
miss out on the action. ‘I believe many are not
huge Pokémon fans, but under peer pressure or in
fear of having nothing to talk about with the rest,
people feel compelled to jump on the bandwagon,’
explained Professor Hui.

Despite its unprecedented popularity, Go has reportedly
lost around a third of its users in recent weeks, which
Professor Hui again attributed to how our brain
handles new things: however excited AR once
made us feel, the novelty wears off as our brain
begins to get used to it. ‘The game developer

should consider adding new features, like

allowing players to trade Pokémon with

their friends or battle against them, to

sustain novelty and tap deeper into

people’s insatiable appetite for

social connection.’ i
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hen you hear voices and laughter starting to fill every corner on campus, you
know the new school year is just around the corner.

Orientations for new students in various sizes and shapes had begun in August,
culminating on the Joint College Activity on 31 August. Over 2,000 new members of
the University community marched from their respective Colleges to converge on the
University Mall and then joined hands to form the gigantic symbol '16 CU’ and some
heart-shaped patterns. The grandiosity of the occasion can only be fully appreciated
from a view at the top, a collective testimony to the solidarity of CUHK'’s collegiate
identity. The event was as fun-filled as it was spectacular.

At the Inauguration Ceremony on 5 September, Vice-Chancellor Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung
extended a warm welcome to the new local and international students. He exhorted the
students to make the most of their university education and college life. He suggested
that they should at least learn a few things: to learn who they are; to learn what the world
actually needs; and to learn how to work with others. By keeping tab of what they have
started out to accomplish, the students can broaden their horizon and turn the next few
years, to some the last phase of their formal education, into life-transforming moments
that fulfill their potentials.

CUHK has admitted around 3,910 Year One
undergraduates and around 2,840 of them are enrolled through the Joint University
Programmes Admissions System (JUPAS). Among all JUPAS students, 99.5% of them
have made CUHK their Band A choices. CUHK has an impressive intake this year and
admitted 35% of the students who achieved Level 5** in at least one subject in HKDSE.

In the 2016—17 academic year,

There is a wealth of young talents among the newly admitted students. Among them
are 10 students who are awarded the 2nd ‘Multi-faceted Excellence Scholarship’ and
are offered sponsorships for their full tuition fee. The Scholarship is offered by the
Home Affairs Bureau to around 20 HKDSE candidates of remarkable achievements in
areas such as sports, arts or community services and fulfilled the basic requirements
for undergraduate studies. Twenty six students have been admitted to CUHK through
the ‘Sports Scholarship Scheme’ with their outstanding performances in sports such as
athletics, swimming, handball, rowing, karate, volleyball, table tennis, fencing, tennis
and judo. Two of them play for the Hong Kong representative teams, 19 are army cadets,
and seven of them are elite members of the Hong Kong Schools Sports Federation.

The University has admitted around 500 and 570 local and non-local elites respectively
through the Non-JUPAS Admissions Scheme. Many of them achieved exceptional results in
internationally/locally recognized examinations, including top scorers of 1B, GCE A-Level,
and Malaysia STPM. Besides the 31 mainland provinces and municipalities, Macau, and
Taiwan, CUHK has admitted students from a diverse range of background, including

Canada, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia,
Pakistan, Palestine, Poland, Portugal, South Korea, Sri Lanka, United Kingdom, the US, and
Zimbabwe. As for the mainland students admitted via the Unified Colleges and Universities
Enrollment System from 10 provinces such as Fujian, Guizhou, Shaanxi, Xinjiang, and
Heilongjiang etc., the average score of science students is 40% above the admission score
of the local top universities. Fifteen students coming from different ethnic minorities also

join the CUHK community, enriching the multicultural learning environment on campus.

@ :

M4 Local Students
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Winnie Fong, who attained excellent results with 5** in seven
subjects in the HKDSE, is admitted to Pharmacy. She suffered
from eczema since she was a small child and had tried different
medications, which in turn aroused her interest in pharmacy.
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With an IB score of 45, top scorer Leung Shek-ming was inspired by
the financial crisis in 2008 to learn more about international business

A recipient of the scholarship offered by the Government’s Self-financing Post-secondary

issues. He is admitted to Global Business Studies.

Y5 Tai Ching
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Education Fund, Tai Ching had a bumpy road to studies. He was diagnosed with cancer
when he was studying for his undergraduate degree in the US and had to return to Hong
Kong for medical treatment. He grasped every opportunity to continue his studies and
completed his Associate Degree with excellent academic results. He is now a Year 3
student in the English Department.

FEZAH4E Non-local Students
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Zhang Mingzhou is from Kelamayi, a north-western border city of

Xinjiang. He is the top scorer in the city and looks forward to exploring
NEEEBEER WS ERBEFEESEX .

his tertiary education in a metropolitan city. His major programme is
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Robin Albrecht had been to Hong Kong for an exchange during
secondary school and is admitted to Architecture. He also looks

forward to learning Chinese language and culture at CUHK.

Camilla Sadyrova from Kazakhstan is admitted to the Faculty of
Engineering. She hopes to create smarter and more innovative designs
with the high-end research equipment and globally leading expertise
provided by CUHK.
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The Distorting Mirror of
an Emperor’s Mind

Rk 2 BB EEBARE  XEAMBA-
Bz S e - EHER UBE
R MR R IE R E 2 B -
ERINEE WBHE BEIPALER HE
VIR BB - @R A - h AR
N EREBRERRMTEANEHTL
B2 B BB S ERBEAINZ
AR EBLEMF-FREA EMEMED
REFER ERNRITHEE BRER - &
AR WMHAENEERE FTER BES
Belg] BEHs HEMRBES £8
BEESE2 -EREHNAUR [NFELE
FRIANFEEMEFLER - BYAK - BE
Lea BB UERCE S AT FIR S b
REBRMAN 8 [EL] FROBH
HoR BRI AMNEREE LS SUEEBR
s bR AFHRMNT LR

BEGHRET HELETE+RRABN)
ARG AL 27 EIEEMUMNAEEE
RER AR XRERE  REFE
BRFIRAERLN ERFRFH T
BEFR REFHRAR -MRAK  CBHE
o2 FHEBXRTR RERTIHER-
BRE REREFARE ELETRIREIL
WEEFHS ERELE BHER ERE
BE [EXRH] BE BERREMTRE
AV BB AR EAIRE
RE-T=F EETRFIASL (RR) BUg

(%) 2 =8 VAR B EREER

EMERUNTERONE 22ZNE B=
BEEAL S AT EBBEIEETEREA
tEH) (TTEEE) 2 (BUR) - EmEH  ELEFH
TR AP ERHE SRR T 9 LAML Bk iE 4
EEVHRT o —R—1E - ERBYBA - BABARE AT

[ 17 ¢ 7 7 1E 75 BN 2 A 588 R X = BB
ERMEEAEREE REEUKMRES
REFER - ABER TNMOERE RREE
RE SARIBERER -HTBE IR

MEBEN A RIS IR R G IR AEE - B
R B - MRRF] EREB BN
BTG - SETRESIR R B RET & - RIBR
HOBNEEZIN —EENEELEHOA
SR o

BHEIERE CEaTTEEED) M (LSRR AR
IO = 1 b e

‘Xiantao xihou’ (‘Monkey Baiting’), one of the 13
leaves from an anonymous album entitled

A Life Portrait of the Yongzheng Emperor,

colour on silk, Qing dynasty, Yongzheng period,
Palace Museum, Beijing

What can be so special about a dish painted
with peach blossoms and fruits in famille-
rose hues? Artistically, the inside and outside
of this porcelain dish is abolished, just as
Nature abhors any boundary between the
two. The sturdy peach branches, weighed
down by newly ripe fruits, grow from the
base of the dish and reach over the rim to
hang over or down into the interior. This
‘branching over’ technique is commonly
found in porcelain wares from the Qing
period. Viewed from above, the picture is
even more dynamic: the branches stretch
and the leaves shake, cuddling flower
stamens in pink and white, while a few
coral-red bats flutter in the void. As ‘bat’
is homophonous to ‘happiness’ in Chinese
[fa] and peach fruits symbolize longevity,
the dish conveys the auspicious ‘double
blessing of happiness and longevity’. Six
characters fitted into a square are inscribed
on the bottom of the dish and state that it
was made in the Yongzheng years (1723—
35). Putting the reigning emperor’s name
on royal porcelain wares as an imperial
imprimatur became a standard practice in
early Ming and continued throughout Qing.

Historically, this royal imprimatur links this
piece of ware to Yongzheng, a controversial
figure in Chinese history. Kangxi had
reigned for over 60 years, and when he

MERBERLUE

[RBEEFR]| R / IS @EE
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was succeeded by his son Yongzheng the
latter was already 45 years of age. In the
early years of his reign, Yongzheng was
so troubled by the controversy over his
legitimacy for the throne and his concern
for his reputation that he put many of
his subjects, relatives or even siblings
to death. But at the same time he was
serious about his administration and was
exceptionally hardworking and innovative
for a sovereign. In his later years, to avoid
repeating any blood feud for the throne, he
wrote down the name of his appointed heir
on a scroll and sealed it within a box placed
behind a plaque in the Qianging Palace.
This became a precedent which ensured
peaceful succession in the subsequent years
of the Qing Dynasty. Although he reigned
for only 13 years, Yongzheng accomplished
a lot for the country and won himself a
much praised legacy. But the price he paid
was frustration and agony.

Mythologically, the dish, through its
peaches of light yellow plumpness shading
into vibrant red, is actually closer to one
of the leaves in an album commissioned
by Yongzheng and depicting his pleasure-
seeking moments. In the leave ‘Monkey
Baiting’, the emperor impersonates Dongfang
Shuo, a mythological figure known for
stealing immortal peaches from the Queen

+
=

(7 Mark)

(IR H Reverse)

Famille-rose dish with design of happiness and longevity

Daqing Yongzhengnian zhimark / Jingdezhen ware, Jiangxi province
Yongzheng (r. 1723—35), Qing Dynasty / H 3.9, MD 21, FD 13 cm
Gift of B.Y. Lam Foundation / 1988.0103

Mother of the West, and teases the monkey
in the tree with an immortal peach. It is a
picture of humour and relaxation, done in
bold and simple brushes. The album was
commissioned in a time when Yongzheng
was still living a prince’s life far from the
palace intrigues. The memory must be one
of his fondest after he had succeeded the
throne. Looked closely, this porcelain dish
showcases softly administered brushstrokes
with a balanced mix of intense and mild
colours. The overall visual effect fills the
viewer with warmth and serenity. Perhaps
art provided a much cherished respite to
the emperor when he could look back to
his former carefree existence with nostalgia.
As for the rest of us, this imperial dish
offers a precious glimpse into Yongzheng's
rich and lively inner world that was kept
sacrosanct amidst his busy and discreet
routines of commissioning poetry albums
and examining imperial decrees.

Lt MR RSE 2R | BN (B
RT: BEBHXAREXERERDER) R -

The ‘Famille-rose dish with design of happiness
and longevity’ is currently exhibited at the Art
Museum's Amazing Clay: The Ceramic Collection
of the Art Museum exhibition.
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The Placebo Effect of Expert Opinions
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Dr. Niu Xiong is a veteran in the stock brokerage business and hosts a radio programme
for audience to phone in to get some advice on their stock investment. Here are two
typical conversations.

Ms. A: | want to hear your opinion on ‘0005’ (HSBC).

Dr. Niu: How much did you pay for it?

Ms. A: | bought it at $70 in late 2012.

Dr. Niu: Then you should have collected about $15 dividend. You have now made good profits.
Ms. A: What should I do with it given it has risen more than 5% in the last week?

Dr. Niu: You can hold on to the stock for a while. If the Shenzhen-Hong Kong stock connect
scheme is implemented sooner than expected, then the price can easily go up another 10%.
Then you may improve your profits further.

Mr. B: What's your view on HSBC?
Dr. Niu: How much did you pay for it?
Mr. B: | bought it at $40.

Dr. Niu: Wow, it was a very good price. You must have bought it in 2009 after the Global
Financial Crisis.

Mr. B: What should | do now?

Dr. Niu: HSBC has risen quite a lot in the past few days in response to the company repurchase
programme and the anticipated Shenzhen-Hong Kong stock connect scheme. However, if
the repurchase programme ends soon or the Shenzhen-Hong Kong thing does not happen
soon, then the stock price could easily drop by 10%. You can consider cashing in now and
not take the risk.

It is very common for a pundit to begin by asking the caller, ‘How much did you pay
for it?” as if the purchase price really matters. In fact, it has nothing to do with the future
price of a stock. For any stock or other instrument of investment, the decision to buy,
hold or sell is independent of how much an investor has paid for it. This is the notion of
‘Historical Price is Irrelevant’. The future price of HSBC, or any stock for that matter, has
nothing to do with whether you bought it at $70 in 2012 or at $40 in 2009.

The conversations between the host and the callers are generally nonsense, i.e., there
is no meat and nothing expert about the advice given. But these radio programmes do
serve one important function: the majority of callers need some ‘good words’ to comfort
them rather than ‘expert opinions’ to guide them in investing. In this sense, they prescribe
the placebos for the anxious investors.

PARAATERREESZBMANIEENR
Faculty of Engineering’s Achievements in
Artificial Intelligence and Deep Learning
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Under the leadership of Prof. Ouyang Wanli (above left), Prof. Li Hongsheng (above right)
and Prof. Wang Xiaogang (above centre) of the Department of Electronic Engineering,
the CUVideo team has won in the ‘ImageNet Large Scale Visual Recognition Challenge’
(ILSVRC), one of the major competitions in computer vision. There were four categories
in the challenge, namely, objection detection, object localization, object detection from
video, and scene classification. The ‘object detection’ challenge requires each team to
detect 30 object categories from 1,000 videos. CUVideo team has successfully detected
28 object categories in this challenge with the mean Averaged Precision (mAP) of

67.8%—the best result ever achieved by competitors of this challenge.

The CUHK Multimedia Laboratory has also been recently recognized as one of the
pioneers in Al research at the GPU Technology Conference 2016 hosted by NVIDIA in
Silicon Valley. CUHK has become the only institution in Asia to receive this recognition,
alongside the University of California, Berkeley, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

Stanford University and the University of Oxford.

The CUHK Multimedia Laboratory was established by Prof.

of the Department of Information Engineering in 2001. It was the first research team

Tang Xiaoou

that applies Deep Learning to Computer Vision in Hong Kong. CUHK will have priority
pre-release access to hardware and software provided by NVIDIA to advance the
University’s research facilities and technical support for video surveillance, web scale

image and video search, as well as human and computer interaction.
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Education seems to hold a special place in your
heart. Why’s that?

My family moved from Dongguan to Hong Kong in 1949.
As my family fortune had taken a drastic downturn soon
afterwards | had to begin working at the age of 12. But |
never accepted my lot and seized every opportunity to
enhance myself by attending evening school and studying
English through tutorials. Sometimes | had to juggle with
my work schedule and change shifts with my co-workers
in order to attend evening classes. But | persisted and
eventually returned to full-time studies in Form 3 at the age
of 20, then went on to the University of Hong Kong and
later to read law in England.

Education therefore means a lot to me and to a society.
Through education | was able to overcome a deprived
adolescence to embark on a professional career of my
choice. It is also my firm belief that a society will be on
an upward trajectory of progress if its people are given the
opportunity to receive good education.

Tell us what you have done for education on the
mainland.

I went back to visit Dongguan in 1985, after an absence
of 36 years, and | noticed that the city was moving from
an agricultural economy to urban development. | was
a council member of the then City Polytechnic of Hong
Kong. | wanted to do something for my place of origin and
so in 1986 | volunteered my service as the vice-chairman
of the planning committee for the Dongguan Polytechnic,
leading to its establishment in 1989. | also helped sponsor
a kindergarten and a primary school in my native village.
My efforts have not since stopped as there are still many
places in China so impoverished that education is not a
given there. | helped rebuild two primary schools in Dingxi
City of Gansu Province and named them after my parents.
I have sponsored over 100 students from poor families

in the rural areas to attend senior high school in Dingxi
City. | have come to know each one of them well through
correspondence. Some of them have graduated and even
got into first-tier universities. It is gratifying to note their
good academic results.

How do you see higher education in Hong Kong?
When
attendance rate is as high as 85%, Hong Kong (presently

compared to Singapore where university
at 60%) has still some way to go. The Government can
improve the situation by making more university places
available in the eight funded universities, and efforts
should also be made to leverage on the degree and
associate degree programmes offered by the non-funded
colleges. This way the opportunity for tertiary education
can be offered to a greater number of aspiring young
adults who can realize their potentials to become useful
members of society. This in turn will improve the quality

of the citizenry and the human capital of Hong Kong.

How are your first 100 days as CUHK Chairman?

My assumption of chairmanship couldn’t have coincided
with a more eventful time of the University. | was
immediately thrust into the torrent of events which
demanded my immediate attention, including the search
for a new Vice-Chancellor and taking appropriate actions
in response to the recommendations of the UGC report
on university governance. | made plans to reactivate and
reconstitute the Executive Committee of the Council,
draft a code of practice for Council members, and will
lead the Council members in overseeing the execution
of the University’s strategic plan for the next five years.
There is also the milestone project of the CUHK Medical
Centre. Thanks to all the Council members, the Council
committees and the university administration, all of the
above are being well handled and making remarkably
good progress. During this period | had also met with
various stakeholders including the university, college and
faculty management, and staff and student associations. |
believe | have gained a better understanding of their work
and concerns. In sum, my first 100 days as Chairman can
be described as eventful, challenging and gratifying.

What potentials do you see in the Chinese University?

Just as Hong Kong’s edge derives from its being a meeting
place between the East and the West, CUHK, given
its founding humanistic orientation and unswerving
emphasis on bilingualism, is uniquely poised between
traditional teaching and learning and modern educational
paradigms to embrace the best of both worlds. Further,
its unique collegiate system and emphasis on whole-
person development combine to make its education
the perfect answer to a fast-changing globalized world.
CUHK already enjoys a good reputation in the region and
worldwide and is a leader in many areas of learning and
research. As Chairman, | would ensure that our policies
resource allocation would sustain its

and strategic

development for coming challenges and successes.

How do you like the CUHK campus?

| joined the CUHK Council in June of last year and took
an immediate liking to its campus. Its expansiveness
and natural setting are such a big contrast to the urban
campuses | used to know. | have visited most of the
landmarks on the CUHK campus and begin to understand
where the University derives its distinctive character and
humanistic orientation. I'll definitely spend more time on
campus, not just in meetings but hopefully more leisurely
moments when | can blend in with the environment, so
to speak. [
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