19.01.2017 | #4911

R

CUH

NEWSLETTER

il

llﬁfﬁﬁlﬁﬂ

FOREST H T H

Explore the World while
You're Young

Interview with

Dr. Alex K. Yasumoto

@
SR K

On Chinese Letter Writing

@
FOBF
BRONIRANS S

A Psalm in Palm

Stories behind the Visual Identity

of OLC

FHTH(EA =) R2 B 198 HAR

FEHIFRL

The CUHK Newsletter will take a break and

resume publication on 19 February.

= B WS
FERTBERIATA 82
Prof. Kathy Lui

Receives Croucher
Innovation Award

®

RHE X

The ABCs of a Freelancer

AT EEPXAREENE LR - T A LR E - 258 B8 RIRHIE R www.iso.cuhk.edu.hk/chinese/newsletter/
The CUHK Newsletter is published by the Information Services Office, CUHK, on a fortnightly basis. Submission guidelines and deadlines can be found at

www.iso.cuhk.edu.hk/english/newsletter;.

#491 119.01.2017



| CUHKNEWSLETTER | W k#BEH /

R RUR S — FOMET ST

BARTELE RNERERERRES ARKEAL
B B D IR A M - HES I+ B S
BREY TRERHTLS V0.

RERR - ATEHEEE

[(BEEREARFEN FHEMSNEEENBRELE
Ro-BMEMKERRICT M EE BB —AHE ] BT
AELEIET - ZHETHA b ASEREEEHEXHE
EEFEFHR FEEEAZESAET—He

T EFFITHIHHARELRE EEEKFTHMITHE
BAREENT FRPRE - RABLERED BB T
REETHMEERENCHK - RELE R IEFES
EEA FRERIME - [INREDIFHEER/MER - BERT
RIS ES - ME N BORBRE MIBIER

FRETRE - FRFEEE

RN BEMRBREZ AT BERNEBRR  EAE
TERERITERES - [EEGHERRTR - £4)
H-ERMELEE BESEHRE-F FERALL
B RRBER BHBHRARRE B

ZETR BEABLEHH BB UCAR ABEEMEE
MEEEDBRARE  HRONEBEER P - TR
CBIMERR) —EERIAIRVLGRRTABLE
2Rl AT AAERENEZERH  REMEAREEEN

Ao RREHRGREMBERECR —KRFIRFE
SRR BANRS - BERGNBHE  PlInERA
AERERYELEER b ARFIGRRE RHt2E AR
BEREFEF S @SR RFREAER -

ERAELRS  FERIKTHD OB - 07
1986 F B EE - HiF (FREABH) OFA] BEHNK
BRIR KA BRIRERE L - RS L RREEE
BRIBHEMSE LI FETNE - hEFELE MR
ESNARMAERNEEEN 2RMRB /T BT KN
REREH ) -

[BMERZAHEBRE
Eb BRINARBRERE
MR o B A SER
BEFINRZERRAH N
B HEERE &
BRERSE T3 m e S E D
ERARE - BEANEE
HED I FERE 2P0
Fo R BB -

WA EAE AR

BEABLHEMELER
HREERED -2000F
‘B MERTREBE=F
BEAERBENET

RT—EEL -BHBRIECEREETBRMED #ReM
e BEIIEFENER MTAEKR-—TEELENE
RETE IR EL WS IBRET BN AKEE-

[ERFFEPNASNREHABRIXER L H - MEEE
RHTRZNE LR ESME TR ERRRRH RS
SHIEEE - RMEPXARBHE MR, FIRE
HATE BB W ERIBHRT A | EBR2006FHNERBRES
AN MBI 8IS R AR TEATH
& B AR BERAB &

B
=)

A=

FEAB LR REREREHE TAHRNED - tBRET
BERE AR RERE M ER T - CBINMER
i) RARRBEX BEANFEARK  HERAMBFEE -
TREREMILZ A RAR ERBEIE (R T H B0 RET X
B BRZEER - EPREEHFE T AL HEM
BREUEETE BEUERE OB AR R E TR R E

[ERRIMER 2% BREELTHE FEHE
EBFEHAASES | BABTAERR: (MO TR
R EBEARGHOAEELHED  ARERRTHRTR
XALBIE - AT BERENAR LREFRHE
2ol BHM S BREEN SRR RS S EA)
HERETS HERH

2007 EABIR R B 8B KRAEEL A&
PRERAN ESEBBBNTREEXE T =12
ExRMtEAZERAREE SHRRAE—F - RABEKRES
MRE 2012555 MME K AT ARE — KR - 2 H
BREABEER BE DFHERTFIGHFNEM -

UDRZ

ERZESRAE IR EZNTRIABRT &6 T8 MEAN
FKHROMEAFEBEZEIRES - FAFLAABREE
BAURA BB B LT BRE FERBEEEHR
BEM-EERELERTE tREZELEANTIFRE

EETAOMNEEEERR A EREERR - LITH
o I REAENLEMEEEEMT aCEEBTE-

BERMA—ZTHEERFLERABLELEERRK
HftIL 2 &7

L/ HHREERE

#491 119.01.2017



| CUHKNEWSLETTER | Hk#BFH /

At Home In His Second Home
Alex Yasumoto turns culture shock into philanthropy

Dr. Alex K. Yasumoto gained his first

international experience in Hong Kong
in 1986, at the age of 40, when he began
to explore places to diversify his family’s
business investment. At that time, he spoke
very little English though he had learnt the

language in Japan since junior high school.

Limited English,

Unlimited Aspirations

‘Everything’s new to me. The property market
operated differently from that of Japan. My
English was terrible and that posed a great
challenge to me. | found it very hard to
communicate,” he recalled. Every night when
he got back to the hotel, he read the business
documents and looked up every word in the
dictionary. It often took him more than an
hour to finish a page.

Poor English had not deterred him from
starting his business overseas. In the end,
he saved the family business when Japan'’s
bubble economy burst in the 1980s. Looking
back, he attributed the right move to his
positive thinking, ‘I faced the challenge and
sought solutions for the problem instead of
backing off.’

Broadening Exposure, Broadening Mind

Having learned more about the foreign places, including
Australia, Hong Kong and Cambodia, Dr. Yasumoto found
that there were many barriers other than language. ‘The
measurement systems are different. At the beginning | was
always doing conversions in terms of area, currencies, etc.,
in my mind, evaluating everything by reference to Japan.
But later | found that one should only make comparisons
within the local context.

Dr. Yasumoto has come to see that in other cultures
people take different approaches to business and to life,
one example being the concept of contract. In his recently
published Yasumoto’s Passage to International Business,
he notes that businessmen in the West would engage in
numerous rounds of negotiation to hammer out every detail
or eventuality to be provided for in the contract. Nothing
could be changed after the contract is entered into. In the
East, e.g., Japan, business collaboration is established on
the basis of mutual trust. Contracts are drafted as broad
framework for reference only, and any dispute arising
afterwards will be settled through reconciliation.

Hong Kong, as he observed, was a place which upheld the
spirit of contract in the western practice when he set foot
in the colony in 1986, shortly after the signing of the Sino-
British Joint Declaration. There were diverse views about
the economic future of Hong Kong then. Dr. Yasumoto
was on the optimistic side. He foresaw that the property
market would go up, which really did. He settled in Hong
Kong and has made it one of his major business bases until
now.

To him, Hong Kong remains the best place for business.
‘Even though many people are losing confidence in Hong
Kong, | still see a lot of opportunities. Compared to other
popular Asian countries for foreign investment, such as

Vietnam and the Philippines, the commercial, economic
and legal systems here are much more established and
healthy. The efficiency here is also beyond compare. People
are money-conscious and quick in decision-making.’

Reap and Give

Dr. Yasumoto's real estate business prospered in Hong Kong.
In the mid-2000s, he sold a building of low occupancy rate
which he had held for three years. Though he made a profit
of HK$100 million, the Inland Revenue did not consider
the buying and selling a speculative activity and granted
him tax exemption. In gratitude, he decided to pay back to
Hong Kong by donating to a public organization.

‘Prof. Lawrence J. Lau, then Vice-Chancellor of CUHK,
and the senior management presented a few attractive
proposals, including the establishment of an endowment
fund and scholarship schemes for promoting international
exchange activities. | found at CUHK an international ethos
and aspirations that matched my own educational ideals,
so | decided to donate the HK$100 million to CUHK.
Through the University Grants Committee’s Matching
Grant Scheme, this magnanimous donation in 2005 was
able to secure another HK$50 million for CUHK, serving as
a strong booster for the University’s development.

Knowing Others, Knowing Oneself

Dr. Yasumoto sees internationalization as the keystone of
education. He believes that immersion into another culture
can broaden one’s vision and enhance self-reflection.
His book, originally written in Japanese with an aim to
enlighten young people in his home country, contains
objective comparisons between Japan and other parts of
the world in terms of business practice, religion, customs,
education and philanthropic culture.

‘After | went abroad for business, my thinking was no longer
confined to the traditional Japanese way. By knowing
another culture more deeply, one can look at things from an
alternative angle. Internationalization provides the stepping
stones to understanding different cultures. It means not just
understanding others but also accepting others, and also
understanding oneself.” As such, Dr. Yasumoto is keen to
provide students with opportunities of the kind he did not
have himself until the age of 40.

The Yasumoto International Exchange Scholarship Scheme
inaugurated in 2007 became the largest scheme of its kind
and has since benefited more than 4,000 CUHK students
to study for up to a year at prestigious universities in more
than 30 countries and regions around the world. The
Yasumoto International Academic Park, named after him
and completed in 2012, serves on the CUHK campus as a
forum where international and local students congregate,
bond and share their aspirations and world vision.

Less for More

The Centre for Sign Linguistics and Deaf Studies at
CUHK is another major beneficiary of Dr. Yasumoto’s
kindness. A scholarship for sign language interpretation
training was also established under his name. A critic of
micromanagement, he trusts the University to allocate
funds from his donation as it deems appropriate. In running
his business, he believes in creating a positive corporate
environment in which employees are given freedom and
scope to realize the goals of the business in their own
ways. ‘I let the directors and managers do their jobs. | have
nothing to do,” he joked. Doing nothing to do more—could
this philosophy of Laozi’s be one of Dr. Yasumoto’s gains

from his cross-cultural experience? B

By Sandra Lo, 1ISO
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A Psalm in Palm
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The first of its kind in Hong Kong, the Orthopaedic Learning Centre (OLC) was founded at

CUHK in 1999 to bring orthopaedic treatments and methods to the cutting-edge.

‘We devote ourselves to grooming lifelong learners in the pursuit of clinical excellence. The
belief is embodied in our logo design: read extensively on medical knowledge, observe
keenly for practical insights, practise to perfect the clinical skill and serve with a caring
heart. These are in fact the essences of doctoring,” said Prof. Leung Kwok-sui, the founding
director of the centre. The logo designed by Dr. William Ngai is like both an open book
and open hands, suggesting a medical practitioner’s unceasing pursuit of knowledge and

skill to safeguard patients’ health.

The development of medical technologies has been unprecedented. Surgeons nowadays
can use the 3D printers of the centre to replicate patients’ bones for preoperative
feasibility trials in order to raise the surgical accuracy and effectiveness. Professor Leung
said, ‘Medical practitioners should open their eyes to learning and embracing the ever-
advancing technologies. A book, a hand, an eye and a heart form an organic whole in the
logo. The red heart sitting on top, however, is the most important element.” Over the years,
the centre has nurtured generations of healthcare practitioners and has been eventually
recognized by society. In August 2009, the International Astronomical Union approved the
naming of asteroid 73199 as ‘Orlece’ (ORthopaedic LEarning CEntre) in recognition of the
achievements of the centre.

‘73199 Orlece’ was discovered by Mr. Bill Yeung, a renowned amateur astronomer and
president of the Hong Kong Astronomical Society. He loves to name the asteroids he
discovered after the people or organizations he respects. He named the asteroids ‘88878
Bowenyueli’ and ‘88879 Sungjaoyiu’ respectively after the University’s motto and the
current Vice-Chancellor a few years ago. Both these asteroids and ‘73199 Orlece’ are
situated in the Asteroid Belt between Mars and Jupiter. These celestial neighbours are
decorated chapters in the unfolding annals of the Chinese University.
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EERIIRERERIRRMAE
Prof. Kathy Lui Receives Croucher Innovation
Award 2017
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Prof. Lui Oi-lan Kathy, Assistant Professor from the Department of Chemical Pathology
and the Li Ka Shing Institute of Health Sciences, Faculty of Medicine was awarded
with the Croucher Innovation Award 2017 of the Croucher Foundation, in recognition
of her distinguished accomplishment in the international scientific community. The
award was presented by Mr. Nicholas Yang, Secretary for Innovation and Technology,
HKSAR Government at the presentation ceremony on 8 December 2016.

Prof. Lui has demonstrated strategies to model cardiovascular development using
human pluripotent stem cells and uncover signals essential for cardiovascular
regeneration. She has further demonstrated that such signals regenerate a damaged
heart by virtue of the modified mRNA technology. The results of these studies formed
a solid foundation for a recently filed clinical trial with the hope of treating patients
with heart diseases.

EBHIEH2016
Hong Kong Geography Day 2016

R BEEREREEZANEEMIBE S M [FEMIER2016] M11A19BEKRH
ARBERIT - EMF—EHNRFEERAARHERERMIZAZ  (RESMR - AFEER
BHIEENERER EREE RN FELE | WREEBFRITR
BHRFNREZFEREZRDLE (AH) RAXAREINIZ R ERE RS BREHKEIH
B (EZ) IRHABE-

BREDEEZMBRZET SEMBEMTE MRERXIEMRFALE F2
IR E  PEHEMMIEERZRTIEY  [R- & 2BART R IERERE
BEZRFME JEBWRSI BB BRI PEME KBHRMARLE UKKEE
NERBNZERESH -

The Hong Kong Geography Day 2016, co-organized by the Department of Geography
and Resource Management (GRM) and the Hong Kong Geographical Association,
was held on 19 November 2016 at CUHK. It is a biennial event with the objectives to
facilitate professional sharing and educate the general public. The theme of this year’s
event is ‘Adapting Changes and Enhancing Sustainability: Hong Kong and Beyond'.
The opening ceremony was officiated by Mr. Ling Kar-kan (4th left), JP, Director of
Planning of the HKSAR Government, and Prof. Lau Ngar-cheung Gabriel (3rd left),
AXA Professor in GRM.

Activities held after the Opening Ceremony included research seminars, graduate
students’ research and poster-design competition, secondary school talks, workshop
for secondary school teachers, GRM open house, and a visit to the T-Park. The
activities were attended by about 400 secondary school students and teachers,
graduate students and professors from local universities, as well as scholars and
guests from Guangzhou.

AR TR ERER

CUHK Organizes First ‘Bowel Cancer Awareness Month’

HEABERSEEGHESRY PAEFEABRYBERLE RN [ KGRETA]
BB R2016F12 H4RRT - TR R EBRREARNTHEBNRYEFERBRRKX
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Fts BT ERBERSESERGKREGE 7F155 8% www.idd.med.cuhk.edu.hk/
bowelcancer/zh/°

Funded by the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trusts, the CUHK Jockey Club Bowel Cancer
Education Centre organized its first ‘Bowel Cancer Awareness Month’. The launch ceremony for
the campaign was held on 4 December 2016. Officiating guests included Dr. Ko Wing-man (5th
left), Secretary for Food and Health of the HKSAR Government; Dr. Chan Hon-yee (4th right),
Director of the Department of Health of the HKSAR Government; Ms. Imelda Chan (4th left),
Head of Charities (Grant Making — Elderly, Rehabilitation, Medical, Environmental & Family) of
The Hong Kong Jockey Club, and Vice-Chancellor Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung (5th right). The campaign
featured a series of bus tours and health talks during December to improve public knowledge on
bowel cancer. For more details, please visit: www.idd.med.cuhk.edu.hk/bowelcancer/en/.

fo=mEE (PEEER) BfF=1TR%E

In Commemoration of Ba Jin’s Random Thoughts
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Organized by the Faculty of Arts, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Ming Pao
Monthly, The Federation of Hong Kong Writers and Macao Culture and Art Association, and
co-organized by the University of Macau, The Universal Chinese Literature and The Hong Kong
Association for Studies of World Literatures and Arts in Chinese, a seminar entitled ‘Telling the
truth—in commemoration of the 30th anniversary of the writing of Ba Jin’s Random Thoughts (Sui
Xiang Lu)’ was held on 5 and 6 Dec 2016 at CUHK and the University of Macau, respectively.

The Random Thoughts collected 150 essays of Ba Jin which had been released in Hong Kong. Ba
Jin was conferred an honorary degree of Doctor of Literature by CUHK in 1984. In celebration
of the 30th anniversary of the publication of Random Thoughts, 16 experts and scholars from
mainland China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Macau, Japan and South Korea gathered to discuss the
significance and impacts of this important piece of literature of the 20th century.
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PREEESEARIMMES
Research Methodology Workshop in
Integrative Medicine
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In response to the increasing interest in complementary, alternative
and integrative medicine, the University’s Hong Kong Institute of
Integrative Medicine and the School of Chinese Medicine jointly
organized a three-day ‘Integrative Medicine Research Methodology
Workshop’ with The Institute for Integrative Health of the US from 7 to
9 December 2016.

The workshop brought together internationally renowned experts from
Baltimore, Zurich, Sydney and Hong Kong to present their experiences
in the planning and practice of integrative medicine. The workshop
attracted more than 100 overseas and local scholars to share their
latest research findings and analysis in integrative medicine.

[BREALIZTRENREE] HEEE
Seminar on the Support for Sexual
Assault Victims with Intellectual Disability
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The Department of Social Work held a symposium on ‘How to
improve the legal protection and support services for victims of
sexual assault who have intellectual disability (ID)’ on 9 December
2016. Guest speakers of the event included Prof. Phyllis Wong (1st
left) and Ms. Irene Ng (3rd right) from the Department of Social Work,
Ms. Tiffany Ng (1st right) from Rainlily, Barrister Ms. Linda Wong (2nd
right) from Progressive Lawyers Group and Dr. Ferrick Chu (2nd left)
from the Policy, Research & Training Division of Equal Opportunities
Commission. At the sharing sessions, about 200 stakeholders expressed
their views on the existing ordinances as well as their concerns over
the rights of people with ID.

hEmBS - FE—H¥
United College’s 60th Anniversary
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A EHABERN
The celebration banquet for the 60th Anniversary of United College was held on 10 December 2016 at
Conrad Hong Kong. The celebratory event aimed at bringing the members of United College together for
a joyous evening. Mrs. Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor (centre), Chief Secretary for Administration, HKSAR
and Honorary Patron of the event joined Council Chairman Dr. Norman N.P. Leung (6th left, front row),
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung (5th right, front row), Dr. Thomas H.C. Cheung (6th right, front row),
Chairman of the College Board of Trustees and Chairman of the College 60th Anniversary Celebration
Steering Committee; Ms. Lina H.Y. Yan (4th right, front row), Chairperson of the College 60th Anniversary
Banquet Organizing Committee; Prof. Jimmy C.M. Yu (5th left, front row), Head of United College, and the
College trustees to toast the guests.

B XI5+ 5K TRl SRR ELC B PR EETE

Embrace Diversity with Love & Harmony Slogan Competition
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The Student Disability Support Services of the Office of Student Affairs (OSA) organized a competition entitled
‘Embrace Diversity with Love & Harmony Slogan Competition’ in July 2016. Mr. Raymond Leung (2nd right),
Director of Student Affairs; Professor Ko Wing-hung (1st right), Dean of Students, Chung Chi College; Mr. Simon
Lee (1st left), Director of Security & Transport and CUHK students with special educational needs (SEN) were
invited to be part of the judging panel. A total of 112 entries were received in 2 months. Winners included staff,
students and students with SEN. Chow Tsz-chin (6th left), a student from the Department of Translation was
awarded Champion of the competition.

The OSA is dedicated to promote integration and foster a compassionate campus culture. Through
organizing this competition and other related activities, OSA hopes to raise the awareness of CUHK staff
and students on matters related to students with disabilities and their special educational needs.
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New Council Member

KREBEELREE KR (BBTXREEM) RENME (k) BRIEE
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TR

Dr. Kenneth T.K. Chu has been nominated by the Chancellor, in

accordance with Statute 11.1(k) of The Chinese University of Hong

Kong Ordinance, as a Member of the Council for a period of three

years with effect from 1 January 2017. Dr. Chu has made great contributions to the sports
development in China, and is currently Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the
Mission Hills Group.

FH2REIE PRASEE R (CUPIS) EREERITA DK
YT

Information on Overall Performance Rating and Merit Increment (for Non-
teaching Staff) to be Accessed via CUPIS

ERIFHRBEERALE R [PAAEEL RS (CUPIS) ZREABMRK A (ESS) &
RIEZAMFHZMBERESE (PRDS) / B EE TS (PLRS) M2015/165H %2 2 B
R D M PR s oL %2 - BB RN B ACUPISIKREA T BEEEHAMER:

FEDRER > BRI P BRERE > RAEZCUF » Ml and Overall Ratings

Full-time non-teaching appointees may now refer to information on their overall
performance ratings and Merit Increment granted for the 2015/16 review exercise, under
the Performance Review and Development System (PRDS) / Performance-Linked Reward
Scheme (PLRS), in the Employee Self-Service (ESS) of CUPIS. Such information may be
accessed via CUPIS as follows:

Main Menu P> Self Service B Performance Management B My Performance Documents
» Ml and Overall Ratings

BT EBRANERES il e

Heads of departments/units are advised to convey the information above to their appointees.

XYERHRE

Latest Exhibitions of the Art Museum

BRUF BFERR

Heralds of Spring: Celebrating the Year of
the Rooster

e 13.01-05.03.2017

o EEE || Gallery Il

PREZEXZHRBER

Her Distinguished Brushwork: An Exhibition
Featuring Paintings by the Seventeenth-
Century Artist Li Yin

e 14.01-12.03.2017

o EEE | Gallery |

EHREE (RRBREBRIN - 2017F1 8272
3188

Closed on Thursdays (except public holidays)
and 27-31.01.2017
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Samantha Cheung

° FEHEEBEBEXYL
Journalism and Communication Programme alumna

* 2015E16FEXNITHRIERBRRFE
Recipient of S.H. Ho College Eminent College Scholarship 2015-16

EERRRREMRENEE?

BESANEEZ2ERENTAIKE  BMAKERTIRBEREENS
KE-FUNERT HERERRAKEEZ AF2RARXRGBBIEERED -
WPEBTOHBRAEXEENAE RBERE SRR E R L&
FIATESCFE AN ERRET - WA I R A 55 L sl AT UK BE 4K - BE (B 1T 5 -
RIE2015FEKREEL AR E2B TE BREBENHEET £2F3AE
EEERITHAEHRE RERT N2 BRAXKT—EREZEE MU
Wood n Ink/&% - B AVER _EH - BiE [Wood | REE KB - EE
F—UETERTREACKHE  HENL [Ink] -

ROUARBLHA RMEYRXBEZZMNEHRERE?
BEF4AR BHE—MRESEAF LI A ERFESE TR A E R
F-TEREARAERN BREEREN SUER BREGREER
FEEGBRAX ARG ITE TARTOREEE - BES QF TIERA
b (e R R B AMR BB P m B M B SE R A » IR 8 B
B AABIBMIFRIBERAR SRR RERFINED BER B
IR R RS MBOREREHEA—FIEE]

BERBXEAGZKEENEH?

BIRVIE ATENS HEBBRAMBNFRBEEFAEM amBERER LI
TRE— BB BBLERMD B EMET EEHEaC8H -
KTRIE EREERRE T A RGEEMmER -

Fiaunf?

ETNBRFRA BLETDBAREXEENES R TEMEFS
BRFF 2 AEIRBSN R EARSE - —RKG - BELTEERR
A EREROLE I EARIFSRBANEMREE - RIS HGRE
THRA BEAFER N RBLAMENMEY - HIFD B AMA - BB AFFH
WHRRXEE  IEEEH TR IES  2EABHETD LB
BRE SO AtbRLERR FUTRE -
HESZRNERAEEEEERER?

BRBEBZEFENTER AANBEMNBE A ERE LN —F—BMH
wHEGRR LR #MEADE -
EXNEREEERNEEERSES— BHRER?
BARFBEEKRBAN  FIASRERNE Y ZE TSR - HETEIH
RERRBIBIMEERRBRRE CHF TRIBASNREBRELR
72 IEfFEE -

ERNEE FEERTREIE?
RMESERRTFASHRERELERB IR IS TEERET S
KBENZEREREDANE DEMMEENHE - REEE2EN
B AEHRENARRERAZR CRAMSBEREBRBEA

How did you start English calligraphy?

I was deeply attracted by the classical taste of English calligraphy. I told my friend | only needed the special dip
pen to start it. She gave me one as a birthday present last February. | then started learning English calligraphy
from free online clips and became more and more enchanted. Later, | added design to the letterings and
thought they would make good stickers. As | was still looking for a full-time job after graduation in late 2015, |
started printing my designs out and selling them—first in S.H. Ho College’s Night in March. The feedback was
great. | went on to share my works on my Facebook page, ‘Wood n Ink’, which was named to reflect my love

for Nature and the essential tool for calligraphy.

Why did you chooseto be afreelance English calligrapher instead of practising what you learned?
I was employed by an advertising company in April 2016 and was responsible for arranging the releasing
schedule of advertisements on different platforms. Long working hours and a heavy workload left me with little
energy or time for my calligraphy work. By July, | resigned. Calligraphy is something I’'m truly passionate about
and which makes me feel content and inspired. | began to get more attention and praises. Customers grew
after seeing/purchasing my products and began to ask if I could do special sentences on cards, shop names or
design logos for them. All these prompted me to turn my calligraphy hobby into a ‘business’.

How free can a freelancer be?

At first | didn’t receive many orders. | had to make ends meet by giving private tutorings and doing translation
work. Frankly speaking, the only advantage of becoming a freelancer is getting up late. A freelancer is basically
a one-man band. | am even busier than when | was employed. Completing the orders timely is a must so as to
build up my reputation and getting returning customers.

How is your business going?

The competition is very keen. You can find hundreds of English calligraphy advertisements on the web. To be
competitive, not only do | keep practising, but must also develop my personal style. The general requirement
for calligraphy is to inscribe the words properly. | tend to incorporate my own sentiments in the form of simple
lines or some natural shapes. In addition of stickers, | design diary books for customers to go with different
stickers as gifts. | started teaching calligraphy in both private and corporate classes, including two workshops at
S.H. Ho College, attracting quite a lot of students. My perseverance paid off, | believe. My income is close to
that of working in the advertising company.

What does promoting calligraphy mean?

It allows people to express. It's a way to channel your thoughts and emotions into words and images, then share
with others.

Being awarded one of the most important scholarships at S.H. Ho College, how will you use the fund?
As mentioned above, | love Nature. | am naturally drawn to issues of the environment and animal protection.
I plan to use the fund to study related issues abroad. | am applying for the MPhil in Environmental Policy at
Cambridge University.

What are the most unforgettable moments of your hostel life at the College?

| appreciate the College’s effort in offering opportunities for its students to be exposed to foreign cultures, e.g.,
arranging social service trips to Uganda, inviting guests from various disciplines to speak at high table dinners.
I fully uphold the idea of full residence. | met many friends there. Some have become my best friends who

supported me to be a freelancer.
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