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publishing in both the Chinese and the English languages.

ince its establishment in 1977, The Chinese
(CUP)
internationally for its high-quality academic

University Press has been known

However, it has not turned its back on the lay readership.

The summer of 2017 is busy harvest for CUP. Among
11 books receiving the 10th Annual Hong Kong Book
Prize this year, three of them were published by CUP, the
largest share of awards by a single publisher. Moreover,
five CUP publications also received the First Hong Kong
Publishing Biennial Awards while three newly released
books were selected among the ‘Ten Best Books of 2017
Hong Kong Book Fair by Economic Observer’. (see table)

Ms. Gan Qi, Director of CUP, said, ‘Over the past
decade we have built a strong bilingual editorial team
with members who are creative and passionate about
publishing. We believe that the only way to achieve
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excellence is to love what you do—and it has been
wonderful receiving recognitions from our readers and
the industry by doing the work we truly enjoy.’

Thinking (in) Hong Kong
‘CUP has a
knowledge and dissemination of knowledge. Our books

two-pronged mission: innovation in
are therefore intended for the academia as well as for the
general public,’ said Dr. Lin Ying, assistant director and
editorial manager of CUP.

‘To achieve these goals, CUP started the “Bordertown
Thinker Series” a few years ago. We invite young scholars
in Hong Kong to publish books on local issues for a
wider audience. These publications are based on solid
academic research but presented in a reader-friendly
manner. The Series, under which 11 titles have been
released so far, has won the attention and admiration of
the reading public.’

‘To take an example, Twenty Shades of Freedom:
Media Censorship Routines in Hong Kong written by
Dr. Allan Au, professional consultant of the School of
Journalism and Communication at CUHK, offers an
insider’s view on censorship in the local news industry. It
was based on Dr. Au’s PhD dissertation in English. Upon
the suggestion from CUP, the author has successfully
transformed the dissertation into a comprehensive, easy-
to-read Chinese book. When the book was released at
this year’s Hong Kong Book Fair, it was sold out almost
instantly and had to be reprinted within a week,” said
Dr. Ye Minlei, acquisition editor of CUP.

Untold Labours of Love

Sometimes a book did not get written as a book at first.
One of the examples is Six Facets of the Chinese Cultural
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Tradition by Prof. Leo Lee, Sin Wai Kin Professor of
Chinese Culture at CUHK. The book is a compilation of
Professor Lee’s lecture notes for the general education
course he taught at the University.

As editor of the book, Lin Xiao had to turn the transcripts
into a book, suggesting necessary changes or advising
the author to supply additional information. She found
it challenging and enjoyed every moment of it. She
said, ‘It is the honour of every editor to collaborate with
the author in transforming his/her work into an award-
winning publication.’

One of CUP’s editors, Brian Yu, was a student of Prof.
Chow Po-chung of the Department of Government and
Public Administration at CUHK. He was reunited with
his former mentor by the assignments of two award-
winning books by Professor Chow, Political Morality:
From a Liberal Point of View and Philosophical Notes on
‘The Little Prince’.

Philosophical Notes on ‘The Little Prince’ is partly
made up of Professor Chow’s online posts and column
articles. Brian needed to pay attention to how to
integrate those into publishable contents. The result
proved to be a tremendous success—the book became
very popular among readers of all generations and,
apart from the 10th Annual Hong Kong Book Prize,
it has also won ‘The 28th Secondary School Students
Good Book Election’.

Another CUP editor, Dr. Yang Yanni, was a student of
Prof. Leonard Chan of the Education University of Hong
Kong. She was assigned to edit Professor Chan’s Hong
Kong in Its History of Lyricism, a book hailed by Prof. Lo
Wai-luen to be laying down the mould for the literary

history of Hong Kong. Yanni spent a long time working

with the designer on the cover, until she came across a
sketch of Hong Kong'’s old streets. She thought the sketch
would best represent the book’s nostalgic sentiment. She
said, ‘The more an author puts his/her trust in me, the
more resolved | am to do a perfect job.’

Rachel Pang, a CUP editor who's very particular about
the aesthetic appearance of the entire book, emphasized
that a book cover not only has to be attractive but also
needs to match the book’s style and content.

As the editor of Footprints of a Hongkonger, Rachel
chose a photo of the eponymous Hongkonger, all smiles
and sleeves rolled up, for the cover. According to Rachel,
the photo matched perfectly the subject’s personality
and represented him as a down-to-earth, friendly and
approachable man. The blurb on the belly-band: ‘A
95-year-old son of Hong Kong who has weathered war
and peace in all walks of life’ gives an unerring local
flavour to the book.

‘In the future, 1 would like to spend more time on book-
spine design, as that’s the only part visible to the readers
when a book is shelved,” said Rachel.

Benefits of All and Narrowness of None

Members of CUP have not been settling for less than
perfection. It is therefore not surprising to find an
increasing number of influential authors who would
entrust their brainchildren to CUP. Ms. Gan concluded,
‘CUP is at the cross-currents of many fronts and cultures,
and that’s an edge to us. We have the benefits of all and
the narrowness of none. As long as we continue to do
what we’re doing we can be assured of contributions
to the academia and to the general literacy of the
society.’ (27

£ Titles fE%& Authors #®%& Editors %218 Awards
(R B e /< (B A ) FER iz cETEEEERERER
Six Facets of the Chinese Cultural Tradlition | Leo Ou-fan Lee Lin Xiao The 10th Hong Kong Book Prize
c EERBHREFREER/ N HEGEER
The First Hong Kong Publishing Biennial
Award: Literature and Fiction Category
ChEFEEIE) JEMRHA RETR ETEBBEREREL
Philosophical Notes on ‘The Little Prince’ Chow Po-chung Brian Yu The 10th Hong Kong Book Prize
(BORHER: tEATRNEHE) JERHR REIR F-ERBLREFRE SN BRGRIER
(HETHR) Chow Po-chung Brian Yu The First Hong Kong Publishing Biennial Award:
Political Morality: From a Liberal Point of Social Sciences Category
View (enlarged edition)
CEERATE RIS AR A BF B ZE ) LR UL IR F-ERBLREFRE SN BRGRER
The Life of Waste: Economy, Community Wu Ka-ming, Brian Yu The First Hong Kong Publishing Biennial Award:
and Space in a Beijing Scavengers’ Site Zhang Jieying Social Sciences Category
(g @ #HA EREEREAREE | 8B RER FEBBHREF TSN BEBRER
Ry Wallace Chang Brian Yu The First Hong Kong Publishing Biennial Award:
Constructive Conservation of Citizens' Social Sciences Category
Community: The Case of Kai Tak
Redevelopment
(BEENFBL) PR B 2R BER c ETEEBERERERS
Hong Kong in Its History of Lyricism Leonard Chan Kwok-kou | Yang Yanni The 10th Hong Kong Book Prize
« EERBHREFRENER/NHESEER
The First Hong Kong Publishing Biennial
Award: Literature and Fiction Category
(ZTERY TR BENEEERE)  EBXRHE YR (EEBRR) 2017TEBER T AT Z
Twenty Shades of Freedom: Media Allan K.L. Au Brian Yu One of the Ten Best Books of 2017 Hong Kong
Censorship Routines in Hong Kong Book Fair by Economic Observer
(BB AN AR [P E[EE] | Bk BER (EEBRR) 2017TEBER T AT E
HAHEEE) Ge Zhaoguang Yang Yanni One of the Ten Best Books of 2017 Hong Kong
The Inside and Outside of Historical Book Fair by Economic Observer
China: A Reclarification of the Concept of
‘China’ and Its ‘Borders’
(IR B O s KRR — I EZE B Bt RE AREOM | ke (IEEEBRM) 2017TBEBER T RIFE
F)) Written and recorded by | Rachel Pang | One of the Ten Best Books of 2017 Hong Kong
Footprints of a Hongkonger: Oral History | Liu Tik-sang Book Fair by Economic Observer
by Ho Ming Sze
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s the summer break culminated in a spate of orientation
Aactivities, a new academic year commences on 4 September.
Through the Joint University Programmes Admissions System
(JUPAS), CUHK has admitted 2,916 students who sat the Hong Kong
Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) examination. 99.8% of
them have made CUHK their Band A choices. Among all candidates
who achieved the highest level of 5** in one subject or above in the
HKDSE territory-wide, 34% were admitted by CUHK, including five
top scorers who attained 5** in six subjects, and the one and only
‘super top scorer’ who clinched 5** in all seven subjects as well as a
5** for the Mathematics Extended Module.

In terms of the median admission scores of the best five subjects,
four out of the top 10 programmes among the JUPAS institutions
in the territory are offered by CUHK, including Medicine (Global
Physician-Leadership Stream), Global Business Studies, Quantitative
Finance and Risk Management Science, and Medicine. Medicine
(Global Physician-Leadership Stream) is the top programme with the
highest median admission scores territory-wide for four consecutive
years.

Eight new admittees were awarded the third ‘Multi-faceted Excellence
Scholarship’ under the auspices of the Home Affairs Bureau, and
were offered sponsorships for their full tuition fee. Twenty-three
students have been admitted to CUHK through the University’s
Sports Scholarship Scheme with their outstanding performances in
sports, seven of whom play for the Hong Kong representative teams.

Those who choose and are chosen by the University are ready to
prove their worth and capability in the years to come. &
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Sketches of the Fresh

« FIZ Maggie Lam
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Maggie, the only ‘super top scorer’ on this year's HKDSE, got into

the Medicine (Global Physician-Leadership Stream) programme.
Becoming a doctor has been her dream since childhood. She
considers CUHK, with its pastoral collegiate system, can help enhance
her communication skills and equip her to become a good physician.

She believes a doctor’s primary job is not just to treat disease, but also
to care for how the patients feel.
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<« EF# Wong Sum-ming
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Sum-ming, new admittee to the Faculty of Science, was diagnosed with
dyslexia at a young age, but he never lost his passion for innovation.

In secondary school, he took part in over 20 competitions, both at
home and abroad. In 2015, with the invention of the self-sanitizing door
handle, he won the second place in the Materials Science Category at

the 66th Intel International Science and Engineering Fair. As a reward,
an asteroid numbered 31907 was named after him.

o« HY & Tse Miu-shun
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Miu-shun, a recipient of the Multi-faceted Excellence Scholarship, has
been admitted to the Music programme. She specializes in the Chinese
instrument zheng, and had once spent two years on the mainland to
hone her skill. She enjoys playing the instrument immensely. For her,
intensive practice has taught her persistence and the art of striking a
balance between music and academic studies. She said playing zheng
is soul-nourishing and looks forward to continuing her music journey at
CUHK.

« fR#Z Jason Chan
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At the age of 10, Jason was diagnosed with Stargardt disease, an
inherited disorder of the retina. He has to rely on the magnifier to read
small fonts, and use large-print papers in exams. But his optimism and
resilience never desert him. With an impressive two 5* and four 5 in his

HKDSE exams, he enrols in the Psychology programme, and hopes to
become a counsellor and help people with emotional disturbance.

#502 | 04.09.2017



L\

[ CUHKNEWSLETTER | ik #BEH /
3

— K E N &/ Cavrus NEws )

& (N3 DNAT iR 52 Ef SR

New Blood Test Boosts Early Detection of Nasopharyngeal Cancer
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Nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC) is a common type of
cancer in Hong Kong and hard to detect in its early stage.
CUHK completed a 20,000-person study that confirms
plasma Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) DNA analysis is useful for
screening early asymptomatic NPC.

Between 2013 and 2016, more than 20,000 middle-aged
Chinese males in Hong Kong without NPC symptoms
were recruited to join the study and were screened with
plasma EBV DNA analysis. Among them, 309 persons had
persistently positive results on initial and follow-up tests.
Out of the 300 participants who were willing to undertake

B RHE EEIFREED

further investigation with nasal endoscopic examination
and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), 34 were confirmed
as having NPC, 71% of whom were at stage | or II.

In addition, a participant, who screened positive but
declined further investigation, was subsequently diagnosed
with advanced-stage NPC in 32 months after enrolment to
the study, and died two months later.

‘This study suggests non-invasive DNA screening strategy
could potentially result in better outcomes for patients
with NPC. The patients identified by screening were at
significantly earlier stages. They could receive more timely
and effective treatments,” said Prof. Allen Chan (left) of the
Department of Chemical Pathology.

Prof. Dennis Lo (right), Director of the Li Ka Shing Institute
of Health Sciences, known for his landmark discovery of
the presence of cell-free fetal DNA in maternal plasma,
has been working to apply circulating DNA analysis for
screening early cancers. He remarked, ‘This study has
demonstrated the potential of circulating DNA analysis for
screening early NPC. Even small tumours could release
sufficient amounts of tumour DNA into the blood to allow
sensitive detection of very early cancers.’

International Events on Disaster Public Health
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Under the auspices of the Croucher Foundation, the
Collaborating Centre for Oxford University and CUHK for
Disaster and Medical Humanitarian Response (CCOUC)
hosted three international events on disaster public
health in Hong Kong in early July, namely, the Croucher
Summer Course on Research Methodology for Disaster
and Medical Humanitarian Response from 3 to 7 July, the
fourth meeting of Asia Science Technology and Academia
Advisory Group (ASTAAG) of the United Nations Office
for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) from 2 to 3 July,
and the second meeting of the World Health Organization
Thematic Platform for Health Emergency Disaster Risk
Management (H-EDRM) Research Group on 6 July.
Established scholars and promising young professionals
mingled with each other and exchanged ideas.

Being the third cohort of the course starting in 2013, the
summer course attracted 37 participants to receive training
in disaster risk management. They came from 22 countries
and regions, including Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brazil,
Ethiopia, Fiji, Ghana, Iran, Mongolia, Nepal, the UK and
the US. On the first day of the course, UNISDR ASTAAG
members joined in to deliver an open seminar on the latest
challenges and research gaps in disaster risk reduction.

| PAREFEHARSEEZRESH
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: CUHK and King’s College London

. Partner in Dual Degree Programme
. in Law
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: Prof. Joseph Sung (left) and King’s President Prof. Ed Byrne AC sign
a Memorandum of Agreement

© CUHK’s Faculty of Law and the Dickson Poon School of
¢ Law at King’s College London will offer a Dual LLB-JD
: Programme commencing from 2018-19. Being the first
¢ of its kind in Hong Kong, the programme will provide
¢ students with an opportunity to study towards a LLB
¢ degree awarded by King’s and a JD degree awarded by
¢ CUHK in four years instead of five if separately undertaken
i at each university, and to potentially qualify for admission
i to practice law in England and Wales and in Hong Kong.
¢ It will help cultivate high-quality legal talents with Chinese
i and western perspectives to meet the growing needs of
¢ business and industry.

© A Memorandum of Agreement was recently signed at
: King’s for the new programme. Speaking on the occasion,
: Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung, CUHK Vice-Chancellor, said, ‘We
: are excited to be working with King’s. The programme
. will enable students to study at two top law schools and
experience different legal jurisdictions and cultures.
¢ Prof. Christopher Gane, Dean of Law, added, ‘We are
¢ confident that the programme will provide our students
¢ a solid grounding in legal knowledge in two of the
¢ world’s leading financial cities, preparing them for future
¢ leadership in the legal profession or other sectors in Hong
. Kong, mainland China, and internationally.’

i The visit to King’s was part of a trip recently undertaken
: by a delegation led by Professor Sung. The delegation also
: visited a number of universities, including the Universities
: of Manchester, Southampton, Oxford, and Exeter, and
¢ Imperial College London for exploratory purpose.
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The Brilliant Bamboo Bridge
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PhD architecture student Shao
Changzhuan took home the 2017
College Student Bridge Design
Competition championship with
the Guanyin Bridge project. He
and his team built a modern
bamboo bridge in a rural village
of the Chongqing province by

using moso bamboo commonly
found in southern China.

M EIREZEH
Stretching the Safety Net
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In  collaboration with the
Asian & Pacific Islander Social
Work Educators  Association
(APISWEA) in the US and the
Guangzhou Datong Social Work
Service Centre, the Department
of Social Work hosted the
International  Conference on
Global Challenges Facing Social
Welfare Policy, Education,
Research and Practice on 21 to
22 June. It turned the spotlight
on the social, health and mental
health issues affecting the
well-being of all populations.

/
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Biting off Loneliness
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CUHK Vice-Chancellor Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung and
alumna Akina Fong joined in the making of CUHK
Mooncake for Charity in its third year of running. As
he prepared the pastries, Professor Sung shared his
view on loneliness: ‘We feel lonely even when we're
surrounded by friends and family, especially when
everyone is glued to their smartphones... When we
have a mooncake, we can slice it to share with others

NRIEEEEREAE

House of Clay Wins
International Award
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The One University One Village
team, led by Yao Ling Sun
Professor of Architecture Edward
Ng, built an anti-seismic clay
house for an elderly couple in
the earthquake-prone Yunnan
province. The construction
technique involved is simple
enough for the local villagers to
learn and rebuild safe, affordable
and sustainable homes after
an earthquake. The project
has recently come first in the

Incorporating the concepts The two-day  convention
attracted over 100 presenters

and participants from Hong

Architectural Review House
Awards 2017 among 250 entries
worldwide. It has also been

. o and take the chance to chat with
of sustainability and modern

mechanics, the bamboo bridge

CL Lk

Scan for details:

them. Loneliness dispelled.” For each

eased the plight of villagers who Kong, Macau, mainland China, [Of 0| box of CUHK Mooncake fo_r Charity hortli ; ,
) e . . . b . sold. the CUHK- Care service team shortlisted for this year’s World
had risked their lives to cross Taiwan, Malaysia, Singapore, : A } ) hi val h
. will deliver a piece to a live-alone Architecture Festival dubbed the
the river. Canada and the US. o4 , . ]
K elderly in Shatin or Taipo. Oscars of Architecture’.
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Reappointed/New Council Members

D NEEEtEIS B ORANE
Investment Returns of Staff Superannuation Scheme

o BABRREGKE (FEPABEH) RIZ1151 () B LIRRESE e 2017 1.8.2016-31.7.2017
: ra b 4 b k38 ) &
ST RS B S EABRE (L= 2017FOR10BRER. | Fund T IR T
: Unaudited enenmar Unaudited enehmar
Mr. Hamen S.H. Fan has been re-elected by the Board of Trustees of Shaw : Return Return
College, in accordance with Statute 11.1(e), 11.4 and 11.5 of The Chinese #E £ Growth 4.35% 3.77% 20.83% 20.02%
University of Hong Kong Ordinance, as a member of the Council for a further 47 Balanced 2.78% 3.24% 13.78% 14.32%
period of three years, with effect from 10 September 2017. = Stable 208% 2 53% 587% 477%
s REBLABRKNZGEDL KB (BEFXK EBIRE HK Equity 6.03% 6.31% 32.45% 31.51%
S2EPD) RENFE1 (n) BEAE URAFES B 182 HK Index-linked 6.48% 6.64% 28.71% 29.35%
BHDHERERE =5 H2017F971R AS0FEI#5 20 A50 China Tracker 5.06% 5.04% 25.74% 27.70%
B AWK o ,E by =, 3 A A 0| 2= S A e
R RS BRARHE UL E BRI TETER Sores o . oo
BRTENER L FEE./ REREF2ENE —
S B LFEESQEEREABABYE T T 0.19% 0.10% 2.04% 1.04%
REE BFLAERRZEREARERDES 1 — 19% 0% 04% 04%
NI EEEES . SRR TR I
RAFMTRERRR %B%Qfgeposw 4.32% 4.20% 8.28% 6.77%
Mr. Michael P.K. Chan has been elected by the P
o _ B TTIRT TR AR o o o o
Convocation, in accordance with Statute 11.1(n) of EUR Bank Deposit* 3.68% 3.69% 6.54% 6.65%
The Chinese University of Hong Kong Ordinance, as a member of the Council SRATTF R
_ Y . ghong . . éﬁﬁﬁiﬁm " 119% 1.02% 3.16% 1.70%
for a period of three years with effect from 1 September 2017, by virtue of his ank Deposit

capacity as chairman of the Convocation. Mr. Chan is a retired magistrate, and BB BURFE 268 - www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursarylchilpublic/payroll_benefits/mpf.html

is currently a member of the Torture Claims Appeal Board/Non-Refoulement For MPF Scheme performance, please refer to:

Claims Petition Office, Board of Review (Inland Revenue Ordinance) of the www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/eng/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html

* BERERREDRCERAHHEAN CEXZEE

Both actual and benchmark returns include foreign currency exchange difference for the month

Government of the Hong Kong SAR and the Executive Committee of the Hong
Kong Student Aid Society Limited.
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BUNFEXROGEE (FERR) WARERE - FRAIBLETEXFEMESTH
EREABETEXE SHE—F AERSTETARE  [—FE2 | WEBE—TEEH
BTREXMELRM 5 wEhTELES=TEFNNFZEKRER-

XN IERTT [REDR : BEAPNABRFEE] RE EFRBIEAEER - {EXF

SBNAERG FEXAIMELEFMARERNEIE (RXEF) 2R ATEFH
&1 7RG B0 wmRR: [Tl B ABR | BERMBEIZTREXNHEE

RATRRR - BT A ANE S A (1R EE TR - TSR TREBRMA R 2B RREHA-

Mt LENAERFE  FRERFH BLBKBEACERE ILTHEE [XETRE

BARE MRTHBEASKLEEANER LR BRRTAR—RER  SEMBOaB A0
HRBEE -

HAFELHEL BEEHERER TR EREW N BT FEBEEER -E2R
MIEREAR BRRRFKIZLOFEEREFEESN BAMRE NN 18994 8/5
PMERRAGRSER [Em] LOHEXF BRERRAFE BEN\BBER R
R EREHEE PEOEA-ERRAZOER - UFE & B A AEL L+
RIGRTE  BLUEES BDRE  BRRREE  RRETZOTFE TETREHE -

Hit ERFAFE2# BTREXBERRERTEZIN RAGELAH TR XAND EHE
HRIFFEBENHAREE - AWH BENBENTERRE TERLNEREMS  HTEN
BAEMRL - HIMERNRKRENTITBET FRFREELESHARAMEREBT I
ERERAEFERABERTMETURENFER - EHEIFELEHLIREMALZTF
BERE PRI ERS BEAKEEME L RIER S RREANAR - It F 5 KR
BRENERYAE LT EEAMRET TR IR AR ETER AEEFEX
RHEZRR-

HNBREHEANT EFAUBEEECBROET X BXNRESRL B TE

FRE—AR REEE BEBG XT X2 B (B%) SENERBEER BREXL
¢ British Columbia, Canada. Scientists have ruled out the possibility of the bird hitching a
. hike on some ship or vessel and concluded that the tiny creature must have crossed the

: Pacific Ocean by itself, a journey that could take up to 10 months.

REIAABHTEN - ERBRIMERENRESLET  FEXERESF R HFRE -
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| WZREERK
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REWFER ARETFEXRHESHRR

-
-
>
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B Fh L 55 / NO SECRET  wiveammww

&
$
N
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| THES  AEEERS 2 EE TESREOLMK 8 L LR SRUE S
L wAr—R-

L ERSER N AHERERARGET  ERARDNDE FRHBELER
L 2012 EBMEARBIRLTEEN £ ERER HEREETRREEER

o MEES—SABEREECTFMARD (A5t HEEBHEA -

%$ﬁﬁ§%ﬂuﬁﬂﬂﬂ-%#ﬂ@'%ﬁﬁﬁ$%'ﬂuﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ¢E55%%§%
\ . \ N ‘ \ D DUREEE N BEURS
T -RBEYERRAYE BTE—FEH RAATEDNELBRRENE L UL g

A - BUA—AFEA: XTRROSHT MIRREER Y= EseRsRTe | BABRNRREECRARROZES SERANGR BERLMAOERTE T8

RIS ERRZ2EENPRLUNEHRE 1 ONRELSREKMINGRE -

HEHOX N —ERHE - B  REIUNECTARETEHVNES  TRaiLeE:
D HERESELAMENTEBRAREEAEN UM BTER R SR EE
L fE BEEERTEN

RERBHNBNBS REFLAERLE ZEAFNSRIEEERE REMNARA
| AEEESEETEDNHE -

FMETFREEEHR: [—E£L BRG] (REUE (MBER) V.i.215-216) 3l
D WMAEEAR O SEGT TETEWERE LEmELEsRE-

IT IS NO SECRET THAT CUHK is in love with the House Swifts. The attraction is mutual.

i The territory’s largest number of Apus nipalensis, as our airy neighbours are known to the
¢ ornithologists, have made CUHK their home.

¢ In many a late afternoon or weary evening can colleagues be seen dragging their heavy
¢ legs down the steps by the side of the Library. Their spirits would be revived by the
¢ jyurrring and churrrring of the birds cheerily circling overhead.

. Despite their petiteness, house swifts are in fact long-distance flyers. Native to Asia, the

species was not seen in North America until 2012 when a dead member was found in

¢ Swifts indeed can fly for months on end and traverse great distances. They can sleep while
i air-borne by shutting off the two hemispheres of their brain in turns.

¢ But their vulnerability to the elements is equal to their braving of the same. They are often
¢ victims of severe weather conditions. Deceased members would sometimes lie on the
¢ ground off the Library building after a storm. Some of you may have at one time or another
¢ seen a lump of wet feathers feebly heaving and thought of offering first-aid. You may have
¢ even itched to take the injured bird home to nurse it back to avian vivacity.

¢ But, alas, a Good Samaritan should know that a charitable act may not necessarily have
¢ benign effects. By touching, removing or in other ways dealing with wild birds and
¢ animals, dead or alive, the species-friendly might have inadvertently contravened the laws
¢ regarding wildlife and public health. Because of the recurrent threat of avian flu in recent
: years, dead birds or their droppings should be out of bounds under any circumstance.

A more sensible course would be to inform campus security who will come to provide
¢ expert rescue and care including alerting the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
: Department or the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Hong Kong).

¢ Prince Hamlet thinks that ‘there is special providence in the fall of a sparrow’ (Hamlet
© V.ii.215-216). We earthlings can do worse by taking the fall of swifts into our own hands.
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Prof. Chan Wai-yee
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o HNERRE
Master, CW Chu College
o EYBEBBRIRR
Director, School of Biomedical Sciences
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Photo by ISO Staff

What would you consider the major turning points on your career
path?

After graduating from CUHK in 1974, | went to the US for further studies and
had since been engaged in teaching and research for over three decades.
Joining CUHK as the founding Director of the School of Biomedical Sciences
in 2009 was a major change in my career because establishing a new school
from scratch was an entirely new challenge to me. Dealing with teenagers
from different disciplines who, unlike my postgraduate and post-doctoral
students in the US, spend their impressionable years in CW Chu College has
also been something new to me.

What brought you to CW Chu College?

I didn’t know much about the College until | came to learn of the fine deeds
of the late Dr. C.W. Chu after whom the College was named. Dr. Chu was
an entrepreneur whose success did not dampen his humility. Starting from
the age of 18 when he was still an apprentice, he had made nurturing talents
for society his lifelong goal. When he became financially stable, he started
sponsoring needy students on the mainland and in Hong Kong to study in
the US. He bought them air tickets and paid for their community college.
He would even accompany the students to the US, help them settle down in
the host families, and get them part-time jobs to pay for board and lodging.
Dr. Chu spent not only money but also time in them. He guided their first
steps without over-pampering them, and taught them to endure hardships
and be independent. | was deeply impressed and moved by this visionary
philanthropist. The challenge to lead a College to live out his ideals was
appealing to me.

How are you going to meet that challenge?

There’s a general impression that CW Chu is a less-affluent College situated
at a remote corner of the campus. But | see it differently. | think the College
is like the back garden of the University and good for building a close-knit
community. We make every penny count as a way to honour our benefactors
who have offered us unstinting support over the past 10 years. We care for
the personal growth of each and every student. Scholarship and financial
aid schemes are many and varied, and so are the extracurricular activities.
We take pride in our carefully designed and meticulously executed General
Education Programme. The College was named after a great man, a paragon
of diligence, frugality and generosity, who had changed the lives of the
scholarship recipients for much better. Everything our College does is for
the purpose of following his example and continuing his educational legacy.

Now that CW Chu College is 10 years old, do you think that it has
developed its own ethos?

Under the leadership of Founding Master Prof. Kenneth Young, the
College has distinguished itself by devoting its efforts to ‘Four I’s”: intimate,
international, intellectual and involved. With the Master, Associate Master
and Dean of Students, warden, resident tutors and over 30 active teachers
attending to 300 students, we are able to maintain close teacher-student
interactions. | have yet to learn the unique knack of Professor Young in
remembering the names of all the students.

With more than one-third of our students hailing from,
among others, Korea, Japan, Malaysia, Italy, Australia,
Austria and Kyrgyzstan, we have created an environment for
diverse cultural interflow. In an attempt to broaden students’
appreciation for the arts, Prof. Thomas Au, Associate College
Master and Dean of Students, launched a scheme to raise
fund to enable students to attend music, drama and dance
performances. Organizing the summer camp of Po Leung
Kuk CW Chu Secondary School in Tai Wai, a close partner
of the College, is among the many community services our
students render.

How would you like to bring the College forward?

I will strive to enhance the students’ sense of belonging to
the College, and encourage non-local students to participate
more in College activities and student organizations, hoping
that they will consider the College their home away from
home. Meanwhile, we will explore overseas exchange and
internship opportunities for our local students. | will invite
experts of all fields to give talks to enlighten our students. We
can also serve the community more, maybe by offering free
tutorials at the College to secondary school students several
evenings a week, thus training our students to be mentors of
the younger. [
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