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o modern men and women,

speed is king. We read instant

news on our mobile phones.
Fast-food joints are found in every
‘Efficiency’ is synonymous
with ‘effectiveness’. As Hong Kong
is crying out for more housing units,
prefabrication, a construction method
renowned for its high efficiency, has
understandably become a hot topic in
the city. But is efficiency the sole merit
of prefabrication? Prof. Zhu Jingxiang
of the School of Architecture, who
has been working on prefabrication
for more than a decade, may provide
some of the answers.

corner.

Professor Zhu built a 480m?, two-
storey primary school in Kenya in
28 days. After the magnitude 7.8
earthquake devastated Wenchuan
County in Sichuan Province in 2008,
leaving the areas nothing but rubble,
Professor Zhu built a 437m? primary
school in 14 days in the year that
followed, offering relief to the children
in distress. Such ‘efficiency’ is no
doubt desirable.

However, Professor Zhu cautioned
that the efficiency of prefabrication
should not be over-emphasized: ‘If
you go to a restaurant, knowing that
the restaurant makes food quickly, you
may doubt the food quality. Are they
good for health? The same applies to
housing.’

Pa)l| NF/ N ER
Sichuan Xiasi School

HE TR 14K

WIS 437 F K
EERER SERE
Construction period: 14 days
Total floor area: 437m?
Capacity: 5 classrooms

HETRRRE 8K

EEEEAE  50F 5K

BERR: REBHEEE RE
Construction period: 8 days

Total floor area: 50m?

Capacity: activity space, classroom

Less Pollution, Fewer Nuisances and More Adaptable

As its name suggests, prefabrication, which consists of the prefix
‘pre’ and the root ‘fabric’, is a construction method whereby parts
or modules of houses or facilities are produced in factories before
they are assembled on site. This offers some advantages. ‘As some
buildings constructed by prefabrication could spare the piling
process, this could eliminate piling noises. Prefabrication also could
eliminate the spread of dust, and reduce construction wastes to a very
low level,” Professor Zhu said. ‘As it takes a shorter time to complete
construction, prefabrication would cause less disruption to road
traffic nearby. In densely populated areas, prefabrication causes fewer
nuisances to the surroundings and the people.’

Prefabricated materials are recyclable. Similar to Lego blocks, the
same set of prefabricated components could be reassembled in
different ways to create different objects or models. For example, a
media centre which is set up in a city for an international tournament
could be dismantled and the same components used to build another
kind of building, such as an exhibition hall, a school or an office.

Prefabrication will change the landscape of
the construction industry. Spending most of
their time outdoors, construction workers are
easy preys of the elements. As prefabrication
allows workers to simply operate machines
indoors, they could work in a more decent
and safer environment. The apparently simple
construction method comes with a variety of
benefits to traffic and environment, and protects
the practitioners.

Standardized Modules, Standardized
Buildings

There is, however, another side to the coin of
prefabrication. Modules are identical and thus
the built structures look the same. ‘Just like the
Stormtroopers,” Professor Zhu compared the

modules to the faceless soldiers in the Star Wars series. The lack of
uniqueness would lead to ‘identity problem’ as owners may grumble
that their premises look the same as their neighbours’. Producing
differentiated components is inevitably followed by higher costs. In
addition, as more components are produced by mechanical means,
less manpower is needed. Traditional craftsmen in the industry such
as bar benders, bamboo scaffolders, and plasterers may find their
skill-sets under threat.

Is Prefabricated Housing Suitable for Living?

In 1999, a nine-storey apartment was built at Murray Grove in East
London in six months. In 2006, social enterprises and developers
in Holland built container homes of Keetwonen, providing 1,000
units the majority of which have been rented to students. The two
architectures still stand today.

Are prefabricated architectures too simple and only good for
makeshift design? Just look at the HSBC Headquarters in Central.
The 30-year-old landmark building, designed by Norman Foster, was
constructed by prefabrication. To shorten
the construction time, public housing in
Hong Kong has been adopting modules
for repetitive structures including facades
and staircases. Prefabrication has been
with us all along.

Checkered Playroom, Children’s
Wonderland in Rural Regions

Prefabrication is not only suitable for
construction in urban centres but also
in remote rural areas. In 2015, Professor
Zhu, using prefabrication, set up the first
Checkered Playroom in a remote village
in Gansu Province. Made of concave
and convex squares, the playroom offers
local children the opportunity to explore
and play. When the locals relocate to
other places, they may dismantle the
Checkered Playroom and rebuild it in another location and reshape
it to fit the new landscape. The playroom is more than a building as
it boosts the cohesion of the community. To build the playroom, the
locals have to communicate and work together.

Putting a lot of resources into building educational facilities in rural
areas is not cost-effective. The playroom, which is of high flexibility
and adaptability, is a way out. Since the first one was constructed,
subsequent playrooms were introduced in regions including Xinjiang,
Chongging, and Yunnan. As at 2016, there were some 40 playrooms
and they have brought warmth and joy to the children in those regions.

In the 2016 Venice Biennale, the world’s most famous architectural
exhibition, Professor Zhu displayed Dou Pavilion, which was the
Checkered Playroom adapted for the Mediterranean climate. The
architecture, popular among visitors to the Venice Biennale, has
proved that simplicity and beauty are no longer contradictions.
Instead, the apparently simple architecture is a reminder of Leonardo
da Vinci’s famous quote, ‘Simplicity is the utmost sophistication.’ [
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CUHK Medical Research Makes

Top Journal’s Top List

BRE BB HUIR
Prof. Allen Chan

X [ BB SRR BENE BERIELRER
|_—_| ) FIA2017TFEE+KIBB iU -
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7% #8.4 (Osimertinib or Platinum—Pemetrexed in EGFR T790M—

Positive Lung Cancer) < & 5cFgl T iR ERE g F R BER - R
HiRF

& [EALAE] M 2.
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S R AR
Prof. Tony Mok
VLR 46

Prof. Denni{__

Two studies led by professors in the Faculty of Medicine at CUHK are among the 10 ‘Notable
Articles of 2017 of The New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM).

NEJM is the oldest continuously published medical periodical, and also the most widely read, cited,
and influential in the world. It receives an average of 5,000 research submissions each year and
publishes only the top 5%.

From among all the papers published in 2017, the editorial board picked 10 papers which they found
the most meaningful in improving medical practice and patient care to the world. Only two of the 10
listed studies were led by scholars based in Asia, both of which are from CUHK.

The first notable CUHK article is ‘Osimertinib or Platinum—-Pemetrexed in EGFR T790M-Positive Lung
Cancer’, a multinational study led by Prof. Tony Mok, Li Shu Fan Medical Foundation Professor of
Clinical Oncology and Chairman of the Department of Clinical Oncology. The study transformed the
practice of lung cancer treatment and marked a new milestone in personalized medicine development
for lung cancer.

The study suggests that for patients whose cancer genes further mutate and develop resistance after
first-line epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) targeted therapy, a new treatment can double the
progression-free survival when compared with standard chemotherapy.

Professor Mok remarked, ‘From now on, lung adenocarcinoma patients need to be continuously
monitored on how the cancer “evolves” in their bodies. Once the disease progresses in first-line
treatment, further mutation tests should be considered to customize the treatment. We will continue to

strive to further our contribution to lung cancer treatment.’

The other notable article is ‘Analysis of Plasma Epstein—Barr Virus DNA to Screen for Nasopharyngeal
Cancer’ led by Prof. Allen Chan of the Department of Chemical Pathology, and Prof. Dennis Lo,
Director of the Li Ka Shing Institute of Health Sciences and Chairman of the Department of Chemical
Pathology. This is a landmark study on over 20,000 people which demonstrated that plasma
Epstein—Barr virus (EBV) DNA analysis is useful for screening early asymptomatic nasopharyngeal
carcinoma (NPC). Professor Chan felt grateful about the NE/M laurel, ‘This recognition given by
NE/M editors is very significant and meaningful to us. By using this non-invasive DNA screening
technology, NPC patients can be identified at significantly earlier stages, when there is a much
greater likelihood of successful treatment.’

Professor Lo, renowned for his discovery of the presence of cell-free fetal DNA in maternal plasma,
has been working to apply circulating DNA analysis for screening early cancers. He said, ‘This study
has demonstrated the potential of circulating DNA analysis for screening early NPC. We will continue
to develop this technology to develop screening tests for other types of cancer, and to benefit more
people.’

There are several other studies led by CUHK medical scholars with notable scientific achievements
in 2017. For example, the research of Prof. Francis Chan, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine and
Choh-Ming Li Professor of Medicine and Therapeutics, on the use non-steroidal anti-inflammatory
drugs (NSAIDs) in high-risk patients with cardiothrombotic diseases and arthritis after upper
gastrointestinal bleeding was published in The Lancet.

Professor Chan said, ‘2017 was a fruitful year for CUHK Faculty of Medicine. | am glad to see many
of my colleagues continuing their efforts to translate scientific discoveries into medical advances that
benefit societies and patients. We look forward to further scientific advances and achievements in the
years ahead.’ &
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MERRERREZIRER
Prof. Rocky Tuan
Assumes Vice-Chancellorship

BEEREMATHEEARE EREK - B 20 ftb
ERERE EREREBEEEREE SWBENR
ST AERE TIF - B R TR ARMBIRRA - (Ean B4
DMEES TRREM - B BPARE BEMAENE
B ERRFUERESR BHERRENKEER &
BREFEAE-

BRESFEEENEVMBSER Ingdrks
EBSTHMMI BEEXBEERE M ANE LA
EEMBEHATIE - BRREN2016F AR K - HEH
HIEHE AT REAFSEESWAMEEMK-R
RIEFAFNERNSERAR I EELBEESHEK -

BREMASEREIGZEARARE BRETEEA
FRHR AL (ELITE) - MBEHE ZRF & (KEEP) -
i-LOUNGE - AR BEFEREE L EYE - [RFETA
BREESETRIZ & - AT R AR S R - T
M FIERRONEB R TIERBR - BB P R R 3
EAE -]

Prof. Rocky S. Tuan assumed office as the University’s
eighth Vice-Chancellor on 1 January. He had meetings
with  various colleagues including the Pro-Vice-
Chancellors, Vice-Presidents, Heads and Masters of
the Colleges and Deans of the Faculties, to discuss
education and academic issues. Professor Tuan said,
‘I deeply respect the founding principles, mission, and
core values of the University. As the Vice-Chancellor and
President, it is my solemn and first-order duty to both
uphold this glorious legacy, and lead the University
in a progressive and disciplined manner to achieve its
strategic objectives.’

Professor Tuan is a world-renowned biomedical scientist
specializing in stem cell science and regenerative
medicine. He has spent his academic career as a
biomedical research scientist at several prestigious
universities and institutions in the US. He joined CUHK
in 2016 as a Distinguished Visiting Professor and the
Founding Director of the Institute for Tissue Engineering
and Regenerative Medicine. He is concurrently Lee Quo
Wei and Lee Yick Hoi Lun Professor of Tissue Engineering
and Regenerative Medicine at CUHK.

Professor Tuan visited several campus facilities on 3
January, including the Centre for elLearning Innovation
and Technology (ELITE), the Knowledge and Education
Exchange Platform (KEEP), the i-LOUNGE and the Jockey
Club Museum of Climate Change (MoCC). ‘I wish that
I will soon have the pleasure to meet and know more
students, faculty and staff, and learn about their activities
at CUHK and their views on the future development of
CUHK.

IERRICPER

In Memory of Prof. Yu Kwang-chung

HPEIGES X ERFIHERAF2017F12 A14BR G EREME - ZF N+ K2
RRRIE

RYBRERZFELFA XK BER1928FENIHE R NEBAHBERAEZRE
FB1950F BIRETEE 1952F XN BERBINE  RIFEMENFTE (AT
AR -

RHERGEHREMBARERBEBUAEKRE  RIMITAF 1985 F ML ERKRTEZES
MRXBEHEF REAMXBEFHNEERY EEH2 - REBEHALE - FhR+—
F - IBEBRONDEBEHE - BEEIRAR HESEPLAREXE R K -
NTFREABEZRERTR BEFHRARBERERN @ TERZE - BA T -t
REEXZE RN [2HEXEFFNRE | BERETH BHEPEFTFIE AGPE
b BRAE IR o REIX N 2003 F ER R AR KB BHL LM -
RERHLRE+EARFR B 3T - 852 - ZRA/APANER (B - ERmED AEXHREEL [BREFA]
The University mourns the passing of Prof. Yu Kwang-chung, former professor of the Department of Chinese Language and
Literature, on 14 December 2017 in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, at the age of 89.

Professor Yu was a celebrated poet, prose writer and translator. Born in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province in 1928, he moved to
Taiwan via Hong Kong in 1950. He graduated from the Department of Foreign Languages of the National Taiwan University
in 1952, publishing his first collection of poems that year.

Professor Yu began his teaching career at Taiwan Normal University and Chengchi University, Taiwan. The years between
1974 and 1985 when Professor Yu was a Reader at the Department of Chinese Language and Literature at CUHK marked one
of the most prolific periods in his literary life. During his 11 years at CUHK, he had fostered many talents who later made their
own marks in Hong Kong literature. He returned to Taiwan to take up the post of Dean of the College of Liberal Arts at Sun
Yat-sen University, Taiwan.

Professor Yu visited CUHK frequently in the 1990s as visiting scholar and as guest speaker at international seminars. Starting
from the 21st century, he had served on the judging panel of the Global Youth Chinese Literary Award competition organized
by the Faculty of Arts. In recognition of his tremendous contribution to the promotion of literature and Chinese culture,
CUHK conferred on him the degree of Doctor of Literature, honoris causa, in 2003.

Professor Yu published more than 50 books of poetry, prose, criticism and translations. One of his best-known works,
Nostalgia, is widely acclaimed in Chinese communities around the world, and won him the title of ‘Nostalgia Poet’.

HEHEERB CRERERIE
Bringing Chinese Medicine
Online and to the World

ER D IRE R B SRR R ER IR FE AT 5L
BERETHNTRABECBEM MNP ESZA
MERMHE RFEEA L REBPERE  URKZE
IMBE— (AR 2 IR EBERRBHA SR E L ERE -
MERPR201TFE=FHL  RBHRSHEETH
PEMNARMEBEAS -
FERAGE FRTEF A CourseratE il [HE R E %] (www.coursera.org/learn/everyday-chinese-medicine) N7 E#&EH
BEERES DRARNEEMYE R ABE PEER BEETABECBEMEN EFAHEGEREERE
BRAOPEBHBAERK 250 B—THEZARE KHEHDZEREER - IERRHE -

[FBERARTEE | 8 L& RE (www.hkiim.cuhk.edu.hk/ceim/tc) ABEaiNEERERIIEE o 488 %8 K 6 70 B A A R 95 Sk
ZH RRBEANER - FERILERE BB A BB AN FER S RBIE - B ESEIE AR LR
BRERTEMRRNBREE AEETHTPBERBREINFEER ZBAEEABRHEHERNARTES -

Chinese medicine has been increasingly widely authorized and practised in recent years. In response to the international needs,

59

Are electroacupuncture and auricular acupuncture effective in reducing
methodone consumption among heroin addicts?

a team from Hong Kong Institute of Integrative Medicine and the School of Chinese Medicine spent two years in developing an
English-taught Chinese medicine online course and an online research evidence portal. The two groundbreaking platforms have
been launched in the third quarter of 2017 and are now available to learners and healthcare professionals around the world.

The course is taught by Chinese medicine teaching staff of the Faculty of Medicine, the School of Chinese Medicine, Hong
Kong Institute of Integrative Medicine and the Jockey Club School of Public Health and Primary Care. They collaborated
with Coursera, an internationally renowned Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) platform, to create its first English-taught
Chinese medicine online course ‘Everyday Chinese Medicine’ (www.coursera.org/learn/everyday-chinese-medicine). The
course introduces basic theories of Chinese medicine, causes of illness and diagnostic methods in an interactive fashion.
Over 1,700 people have enrolled, most of whom are from the US, Canada and India.

The team also established the ‘Integrative Medicine Clinical Evidence Portal’ (www.hkiim.cuhk.edu.hk/ceim/en), the first of
its kind in Asia. As wading through research papers on Chinese medicine and complementary treatment is often considered
difficult and time-consuming, the online portal allows healthcare professionals to have an easy access to scientific research
evidence in this field. With a simple keyword search via treatment or condition, healthcare professionals may access the
synopses of over 200 clinical trials and systematic reviews at ease. Credibility of the study is also rated to facilitate the

application of evidence among healthcare professionals.
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Bz aEERRER
Building the First Smart Hospital
in Hong Kong

FEETR2020F FA P RELR BEEKEEETL
MERER - BRERZEAESCNEFRELE
MARBHEMRELERBE XERAZARE
WA AR EE R RCEREERE  BA
AR BB BB R -

The CUHK Medical Centre, expected to commence
services in 2020, will be developed into a fully
digitalized smart hospital. With an electronic and
paperless medical record system, mobile ICT and
real-time data, and the implementation of the Internet
of Things, the Medical Centre aims to achieve a high
level of operational efficiency and provide quality
healthcare services to the patients.

= =

EXEH

Fame Follows Merit

AR EILEZEHIE () R2017F12 20 B ER L E N EF L FETFHRAREL
(RIE2BS-A) ARG EBI MK EER - BRETEERENR2017F
MAREENTHEASEX 2 KBERARTHIE -

Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung (left), former Vice-Chancellor, presented an honorary degree

of Doctor of Literature to Dr. Chan Shuk-leung (right) on 29 December 2017 in

recognition of her distinguished achievement in arts and culture. CUHK took the

opportunity to present to Dr. Chan in person the honorary degree conferred upon
her in absentia at the University’s 84th Congregation in November 2017.

mELERIR TR

HERRIEBMRAL () BIGRAL  BUSAEIER B3R  IRE IR - BB L FPERIIR  IEAZX
RARZEHIRBEREHRBYERRRRR BTG RERCECRERITER BRI A ARG EER
5 (sesquiterpenoids) ' BIEERNRDFAENEMEKFIEEERNER T E A UEHI SRS MNERE = 1
WREREYE AR EERIREKERE - HRERN (KRERBSEHEB) °

Researchers at the School of Life Sciences (from left) Mr. Nong Wenyan, Prof. Edwin Chan, Prof. Alex Koon, Prof. Chan
Ting-fung, Dr. Qu Zhe, Prof. Jerome Hui, Prof. Lam Hon-ming and Prof. Chu Ka-hou discovered that arthropods share
a common regulatory mechanism for their hormones, providing new evidence for Darwinian evolution. They found
that the number of arthropods could be controlled via regulating the expression of genes that affect the biosynthesis
and actions of sesquiterpenoids, which include juvenile hormones, as a means to preserve endangered species, combat
agricultural pests and improve aquaculture. The findings have been published in the Proceedings of the Royal Society B.

DIAXKiEsE Rt FRhRE

Placing Hong Kong on the World Map of Sustainability

BEBAEERAA T ZMBA (SDSN) —EENEERRARKEER B TARENESNER -—REEA
SERRAR BEEREE ERVYSENEREREE S FANBEESSRECRES/EDREITE HBF
FXIZSDSNEFBHE DS - MENEMN ASHAEFRARIT HITREEMBABL L (A=) 55 BMEBISDSNERA
NI ERIHER (B2) BEESSRIFEAXEEL () RPARRREEHER (B—) #EXEEE-

000 HEALTH QUALITY.
N0 WELEBENG EDUATION

The UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) has been mobilizing expertise from different regions
and backgrounds to implement various Sustainable Development Goals that seek to eradicate poverty, fight
inequalities, tackle climate change, etc. It is now extending its reach into Hong Kong. The new network, SDSN Hong
Kong, co-hosted by CUHK and The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust, was officially launched on 8 January
at CUHK. Officiating at the launch ceremony were Mrs. Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor (2nd left), Chief Executive
of HKSAR; Prof. Jeffrey Sachs (2nd right), Director of SDSN, United Nations; Mr. Anthony Chow (1st left), Deputy
Chairman of the Hong Kong Jockey Club, and Prof. Rocky S. Tuan (1st right), CUHK Vice-Chancellor.

HElENE
Sign for Inclusiveness
EEERARES RFEREATERLN2017412

WEELEZHK
Dr. Dog at CUHK

BABERAEHBEFIHEZXERNHM AE
BFEHBHEE R B2

A group of 13 deaf students became the first to graduate
from the Certificate Programme in Sign Language

HmELHeEERELFEMITR

NELRIMHEAETRBEN [BA | ZEBFXRIIRABREE R
ANMARTERTFEREEEREREAR -+ BN BT AEL RERBR ] - A LE2MFRN SASBEOIERRER
&P LR uBuddiesT E B A ME A HERE - BEBA B - HfIZ R H
A ZPRRED - SARMBERRE S TIEDE RO IEREEE - N8

Dr. Dogs are always the most prominent ‘doctors’ in animal-assisted therapy. They have been strictly trained and

Teaching offered by the Centre for Sign Linguistics
and Deaf Studies of the Department of Linguistics
and Modern Languages on 11 December 2017, which
marked an important milestone for professionalizing
sign language teaching in Hong Kong.

assessed by professionals. Studies have shown that animals can make people generate ‘hormones of happiness’. Since
last semester, uBuddies from Wellness and Counselling Centre, Office of Student Affairs, have invited Dr. Dogs to
meet with students on campus. Booths and workshops aroused many students’ interests as they came to pat and
take pictures with these friendly canines, as well as to have close contact with them in the workshops. Dr. Dogs will
continue to cheer up our fellows in this semester.
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Vice-Chancellor Elected National
Academy of Inventors Fellow

REBRSEHREERIEEARESR T UXE
BB EIFT AN - RBERFEERNEHRAKT
EMBEBRER LIMENAEREYMNAELS
£ HEMRENABRE2NEAEAEREZERM -

CUHK Vice-Chancellor Prof. Rocky S. Tuan has been
elected a National Academy of Inventors Fellow in
recognition of his prolific spirit of innovation in creating
and facilitating outstanding inventions. Widely known
for his expertise in skeletal tissue engineering and
regeneration, Professor Tuan’s research has made
significant contributions to the understanding of and
potential regenerative solutions to pressing clinical
needs in musculoskeletal medicine.

BR RHR!

Adieu, Professor Sung!

STARZEHIR N 2017F12 A3TBEHER K < thEERN R
B—ETIERB EHFE AZLTER] BZEBE e
BRHBESMN - MM HIR & EE WA K
R -

Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung, the seventh Vice-Chancellor of
CHUK, stepped down from office on 31 December
2017. On the evening of his last working day as VC,
he attended the ‘Staff Dinner with Professor Sung’,
where hundreds of colleagues bade him farewell. The
representatives of staff presented a giant thank you
card to express their appreciation of Professor Sung’s
contribution to the University.

NEMILEMRIBFE
Kudos for Life Science and
Chemistry Research

BERERARELTERRES & [BHEE
a2 DRI EME [FHRME R [85
8] URBMMEESCEBRHOELER - BEHR
FTNRSEEFHE AL M B R R R EE
THIR RGBS MBI = B2 ) - TR -

Prof. Dennis Lo and Prof. Yu Jun of the Faculty of
Medicine received the Outstanding Achievements
Award and the Scholar Award, respectively, in the
11th annual WuXi PharmaTech Life Science and
Chemistry Awards, in recognition of their exceptional
contributions in the field of life science and chemistry.
Professor Lo said he was most grateful and humbled
to have been chosen to receive this major award in
China that has significantly promoted life science
and biomedical research, while Professor Yu said the
award has spurred and encouraged both herself and
her team.

' 1O)
2l 1 & 1= / NewLy ONBOARD

Information in this section can only
be accessed with CWEM password.
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Three Professors Elected IEEE Fellows

TREETEFE A  Chandra NairZUiR R P ERZUREEE L ETFTIZAMEE (IEEE)

MEIE2018FE 44T -

Prof. Jia Jiaya, Prof. Chandra Nair and Prof. Xu Jianbin of the Faculty of Engineering
have been elected Fellows of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE)

in 2018.

BEETHEEATIERNERMTEBER - % TZHEF
B B ARG R TEREEMERIM  FEE el B £
FR wRBEREEFG YR EREEAER-

An artificial intelligence expert, Professor Jia has significantly
contributed to computational photography. He has pioneered
a number of techniques for super resolution, deblurring,
colourization, editing, matting, composition and panorama
construction.

Chandra Nair#UEZ/ A5 SR mMEIERE - #F 5
FEME [AEEL] BREE (LR TE TRERE RETE
DAEFEDARER - 2016 F &S5 EMmESrmE-
Professor Nair’s research focuses on fundamental mathematical
problems in network information theory. He has solved a
number of decades-old open problems and make substantial
progress on others. He is the receiver of the 2016 Information
Theory Society Paper Award.

BT R AT AOR AR A5 R T M R0 WORMOB - ORES &
BRIR % o iR ST D HOR SR E 22 [ 22 RS 6 2l - 4
B RMAINRES R EEE KR

Professor Xu is well-known for his contributions to nanoscale
characterization, nanomaterials and nanoscale devices. His
research on exploring the heat transfer across a vacuum and an
air gap down to submicron range has significant implications
on heat transfer in electron devices.

NEEETEI BOIRNIE

Investment Returns of Staff Superannuation Scheme

\

11.2017
e FEBEBE PR REEENR
Unaudited Return Unaudited
rfwth 2.93% 2.05% 28.92%
§;§nced 1.71% 1.94% 21.19%
z%iaible 1.13% 1.70% 12.39%
ﬁéﬁEﬁfﬁy 2.79% 211% 36.77%
fﬁrﬁi-linked 3.43% 3.40% 32.51%
ﬁgg I:'(j“,njif%rzacker 2% 2T e
f%ﬁngéﬁposit 0.07% 0.02% 0.88%
U%S%%Z\Efi; osit* 0.25% 0.15% 2.20%
%Jflgﬁégfiﬁ;osit* —0.67% -0.78% 5.75%
&E%ﬂfﬁfﬁ;osit* 2.44% 2.47% 13.09%
AN 0.70% 0.59% 9.01%

RMB Bank Deposit*

1.12.2016-30.11.2017

Iz B
Benchmark

Return

26.38%

21.69%

13.40%

33.54%

33.02%

33.67%

0.18%

1.07%

4.35%

13.16%

717%

BIESEIEFE 2 H  www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursaryl/chi/public/ipayroll_benefits/mpf.html
For MPF Scheme performance, please refer to:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/bursary/eng/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html

*

EREERORD ORERMBRRZ ERZE

Both actual and benchmark returns include foreign currency exchange difference for the month

FHBRERE PR AFERRM (CUPIS) EREIERIFF DR IBH A,
Information on Overall Performance Rating and Merit Increment

(for Non-teaching Staff) to be Accessed via CUPIS
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FEDRE R > BIIRES > BWERE > HEERCU > Ml and Overall Ratings

Full-time non-teaching appointees may now refer to information on their overall
performance ratings and Merit Increment granted for the 2016/17 review exercise, under
the Performance Review and Development System (PRDS) / Performance-Linked Reward
Scheme (PLRS), in the Employee Self-Service (ESS) of CUPIS. Such information may be
accessed via CUPIS as follows:

& Home | Sign out
Workist

Personalize Content | Layout ? Help

B curent
B Historic
[ERE

ings

Main Menu > Self Service > Performance Management > My Performance Documents > Ml and Overall Ratings

FEEPIEERAEES DTk
Heads of departments/units are advised to convey the information above to their appointees.

MREESBELEE

Recruitment of Female Warden at Jockey Club Postgraduate Hall

MELEERBBLEE % REUR=TLRAGERNESEMRLERES (ZE)
EUO2BAA MR E - FEARBBABRSAEER MAEMBLEBNEHELR
B -2ERAREAEESER WITTTRRG BEEEE T RHEIT2LEE
NREHEFES WBARMTUE BARNME -SEMERARREERES - AN H
RME BHRSRET BREME

BEEFHRREZDBESSWMRERES (&) PHERLEE Eenquiry@pgh.cuhk.edu.hk
EH1FAHIA1A30A - &7 B Epcshaw@cuhk.edu. hkEEBES I+ HUR B 45

The Postgraduate Halls is recruiting a full-time female teaching staff of lecturing or
professorial grade to serve as a warden for the new Jockey Club Postgraduate Hall in Area 39.
Applicants shall be enthusiastic and responsible, preferably with experience in organizing
student activities and counselling. The duties include overseeing the development of the
Postgraduate Halls, performing administrative duties, supervising the team of supporting
staff, providing guidance in organizing student activities, and counselling residents. The
part-time position offers free accommodation to the warden and her family. A monthly
honorarium will be provided. The employment will last for two years, renewable subject
to mutual agreement.

To apply, please send a brief CV to PGH 1 General Office or via email at enquiry@pgh.
cuhk.edu.hk. Deadline of application is 30 January. For enquiries, please contact Prof. Shaw
Pang-chui at pcshaw@cuhk.edu.hk.

(It - 4317) 88

Low-carbon Tours Goes on Sale

hEARERBLERERS (IR - 517) —&  TEMPIMEED
Viairfiut 2 RE - HEERA B - EPRHE= TGRSR LT RN
BRI BE AR BHRBEARINAKE NPT MIRR A REE R - AR ER KR
RERENBI -HERNEE ZBRTEEERE EEAEE
tt+N\Te

Students of Wu Yee Sun College have co-authored a book entitled

Low-carbon Tours to promote local tourism as a spin-off of the

student-run online platform V’air Hong Kong. The book introduces 39 routes for exploring
the rural and urban areas in Hong Kong. Low-carbon tips and ecological knowledge are
woven into every article to remind readers of the importance of preserving the environment
with a responsible attitude. The book is now on sale in all branches of Commercial Press,
Joint Publishing (H.K.) and Chung Hwa Co., at the retail price of HK$78.

E'\d:

EIN=]

Obituary

ARBEELZ L LR20174F12 A16 Fifith  RERERIE - BAER19965F8 A1HINA
R BAETIREM —RFLAWE -

The University mourns the passing of Ms. Au Yuen-yi Florence on 16 December 2017.

Ms. Au joined the University on 1 August 1996 and had served as personal secretary I
in the Faculty of Engineering.
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Predicted Speech

HEREMEIR (1894-1963) FHHY - MNRAR /NG T FH - B MBlT—8 RERER
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It is often attributed to Aldous Huxley (1894-1963) the saying that if given sufficiently long
time, six monkeys punching randomly on typewriters will write in time all the books in
the British Museum. In the infinity of time, any accident of the smallest odds will bound to
happen and some meaning will come from no meaning or pure chance.

But nothing is left to chance when modern mobile communication is concerned. When
you text, before you even complete a word, an algorithm in the device would search for a
list of possible words that match your entry and offer the most probable choices. You can
then confirm the selection and go on.

This is made possible by the probabilities of co-occurrence of alphabets and of lexicons
in the English language. Thus, a consonant is more likely to be followed by a vowel than
by another consonant. An article or quantifier is more likely to be followed by a noun. An
animate noun is more likely to take a verb that denotes voluntary action or movement. The
many Chinese word-processing software on the market work the same way. They do not
just help you write. They predict and hence in a way dictate what you write.

With sufficient texting input on the device, your ‘verbal behaviour’, your personal style even,
will begin to form to help the algorithm learn and make quicker and better guesses in future.
Big Data’s way of meaning-making is through prediction, disambiguation and learning.

But there are prices to be paid for such convenience and efficiency, in the offer of a limited
vocabulary and an abhorrence of originality.

Sometimes | saw it’s where it should be its, and had to take pains to settle on the correct
one. | just hope the distinction will not be lost on the iPhone-wielding generation. At other
times before finishing a word, say, adverse, 1'd have to ignore first advice then advertise
and go back to type the word again. No apologies from the genie in the phone. Worse still,
in moments of inadvertence we might send out messages containing wrong or muddled
words, which could have embarrassing or unfortunate results.

Texting abhors non sequiturs, or originality for that matter. If given sufficiently long time,
Huxley’s simian writers will also write James Joyce’s (1882—-1941) modernist classic Ulysses.
But it would probably not be on any device with a built-in predictive text system.
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The Department of Fine Arts has just had its 60th birthday, and its departmental insignia
has been around for 55 years. The simple logo has only one visible element—the silhouette
of a well-rounded, chin-up and chest-out deer with branched antlers. But the meanings
behind it are not simple at all.

The logo is derived from a deer-shaped pictorial seal of the Han Dynasty recorded in
Selected Seals from the Shizhong Shanfang Studio, and gives the impression of antiquity,
innocence and vitality. Deer is a symbol of docility, peace, agility, staunchness and
gregariousness. According to Prof. Lee Yun-woon, former chair of the Department who
wrote in the 1963 New Asia Life to elaborate on the then newly-designed badge, deer
resonate well with the three pursuits of art—the true, the good and the beautiful:

‘Unlike cunning foxes or ferocious big cats, deer, which are not unlike devoted Taoists,
range freely on the boundless plain and surrender themselves to nature. They have
nimble limbs and a keen sense of smell and hearing, which alludes to a person’s ability to
distinguish right from wrong, true from false, good from bad in his/her personal conduct
and academic pursuit.’

Deer have been prominently portrayed since the beginning of human history. Red deer are
widely depicted in cave art found throughout European caves, with some of the artwork
dating from as early as 40,000 years ago. They are also objects of mythology for ancient
cultures throughout the West. Stags (males) are usually believed to have supernatural size
and power, while hinds (females) are often credited with befriending saints and kings and
helping heroes in need. Deer are common mythical symbols in early Asian cultures as
well. For example, in China, deer symbolize health and long life. A spotted deer is believed
to accompany the god of longevity.

In the animal kingdom, the tame deer are often victims to bullies and predators, whereas
in the human society, artists are no strangers to marginalization. However, both of them
readily accept harsh realities with unremitting tenacity, and make a significant impact
on human civilization. The mammal in the Department’s logo turns out to be a hidden
message to the future artists.

Christine N.
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Prof. Josh Yiu

XHIEEEER

Director, Art Museum

How unique is the Art Museum among other museums in Hong Kong?

Like most museums, our stated mission is to preserve, exhibit and research cultural relics. For the past 40 years, our
exhibitions have been held to be of very high academic standards. Our catalogues, monographs and exhibits in, for example,
lacquer works, paintings and calligraphy are highly valued resources. This image of ours befits that of a research museum

in a university. All museums—private, public, university—serve the public, and we want to create an especially welcoming
atmosphere for CUHK students and staff. In addition to curating exhibitions, we play a role in the cultural education of our
students. The GE course ‘Appreciating Chinese Culture’ offered by us is an example.

If a visitor tells you he/she doesn’t understand what he/she sees. What will you tell her?

A museum is a place where a visitor meets the art objects. But many are under the assumption that they have to understand
the art objects and be able to answer the quizzes. However, even a specialist cannot claim to ‘understand’ any objet d’art.
What one can do is to come to it again and again and get to know a little bit more each time. What questions would | be
made to ask from an encounter with art? The museum-going experience should be like this, and not picking up tidbits from
the catalogues and the notes. An unanswered question is more rewarding as it may open up new angles, interpretations or
even research.

How do you source items for the Museum’s collection?

Either purse or patience. But since we do not have a very large purse auctions are rarely our hunting grounds. How a work
finds its way into a museum is usually a matter of serendipity. We do, however, benefit a lot from private collectors, who may
be generous if they see value in the kind of service or research we do. Take for example next year’s exhibition of Qing ritual
vessels. The Museum began with only one or two wares. But an Australian collector who knows us well and who has studied
Qing ritual vessels for over 20 years decided to give us his entire collection upon his return to Australia. This generous gift
caught the attention of a member of the Advisory Committee of the Art Museum who in turn donated his collection of ritual
vessels to us. That has not only made the exhibition possible but also made our collection of Qing ritual vessels second to
that of the Palace Museum in Beijing.

What gems can be found in your little Museum?

Eight ancient rubbings donated by the Bei Shan Tang Foundation have made the National Catalogue of Precious Ancient
Books. We are the first museum outside the mainland to be so honoured. Our collection of ancient rubbings is definitely
among the world’s top 10. We have a comprehensive collection of ceramics from different premium kilns from the ancient
periods to the contemporary. Our calligraphy compares favourably with larger museums. We also have a decent collection
of paintings—we have works by Dong Qichang, Wen Zhengming and Tang Yin which may not be their most famous but for
a university museum our possessions will surely impress many. Our collection of Yixing clay teapots to be exhibited later this
year at the Hubei Provincial Museum is one of the two best collections in Hong Kong.

Has the Museum experimented with multi-media representation of exhibits?

| tend to view multi-media representation as re-creation and in that regard we have been very cautious. Surely in a 3-D
rendering of the wall paintings in the Mogao Grottoes one can see the nymphs darting out of the wall with flying ribbons.
But is it really better than just seeing them on a flat surface? After all, what has captivated generations of visitors to the
Dunhuang caves is how the moveless two-dimensional images come to them and move them. | admit that special effects
can be inviting at times and that’s why so many are attracted by the little child frolicking in the Along the River During the
Qingming Festival. But out of resource consideration the use of multi-media has not been a priority for us.

How would you like to build the brand of the Museum?

We hope that the museum will serve as a platform for the university to collaborate with other world-class institutions,
especially on projects concerning Chinese cultural heritage. | believe that the Art Museum is a best-kept secret in Hong
Kong—full of surprises, unique but not too widely known—even though it may not be branded as such. We have been
constantly improving and curating many exhibitions of our own. The art objects and exhibitions you see here can rarely
be seen elsewhere. Since we can boast neither a convenient location nor a lot of resources to do promotion, we can only
depend on mentions on the media and word of mouth. Not too many people know about us, but among those who do some
are our loyal fans. We get good company, not a crowd. [
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