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[
X

F

ol ol oy

ol
Yy

PI
g g gy

r
(Sxs sy

.h_.-_:'li:-'l-- F—-
o
‘E?Tﬁm'

A

RAERERE
Perspective of
Morningside College

EHETRENE
Perspective of
S.H. Ho College

TEHUTE ~ (LIBT3 1T > 7 v e i 7 A IR L1 25 2 T - ARFE LIS - JIE 35 TR i B 430 7 - T
I R AR AR > 28— T A BEL 1 1 0% PR B A & Y B 9 TR R MR
SF FUARBR S B A A TE BN B AR AN IE IR A G B © 5 A > WY o B R A 78
B T B T T AR BRI R 28 o i SR SO FAR & A AR
W 2 B FURER I 2 o VAT ot - [ SR AR A\ LI S —— I v e i 2R 1
3 AR AR A - |

A 368 JL 7 TAT > T A S 5 R R v A A S e 2 A > A A R T
B o AR BR AR e SR S 16 - Ty THT AN SR ABSAF > REA S RE « R ay i -

[ IR 2 78 A B » L ST P8 U ) o T T P i 2 > — AR R P b > ELERERAR - 55
ARG i) > [ SRR — A LA > PRDRE AN o 1] PG Y — 48 s B 2 B e
TERRA A FITA R < J

RIEEAT 5 SR B

FOR AR & B Y & o (a3 : [V A A IR : AR
5% 5 22 A 2 RS Y B EL o LA DARIR i K IR B8 > A AR 2 A9 S8 SE AR BLAE W] LA
B B A S B B RAE BEE o o5 — MO 2 PR AT B AT 4 60
IR BLACHIRL » DU A2 3E05 75 W R 1 & B A0 2 PR IR I ~ BE R B (8> A
T /KR BE - 0 S SRR AT - SI6 28 3t G R AR A > R AE SRR AR A B
B B T ARG RS » RS K IR B TR R b A S ik
SRR SRy A — T R RO BRAR -

TR ARG 0 - [ SR BRI & 48 o ) bR R B 1 i » R IR
R B EAB0 FEAUR R LR AR B S AT R B A I 2 AR R A A
R B MR EM G A E TR AR *

38 SR LA —— BN

BATEEBE REEN HRMEREY - SITBERMBUT
REDE [ELePT ) TR iR EBMEFE o 2R RARILZ 4
Z RS BRRREHTE S R S R S
BREBEANE BHEHRANREERE - MWESTELBERKR
AE— PARBEARR Y ZHE XL BEPAMK

B HEEHORESNMENERRLE

MR REMHER -

o3t [PARE—BEBEEY REE
rermn BEESRE HERHLE
REE WESHIDBHLH
ERMRE BRI
EARRBR—Eoy S
1+ EDZR 580 0 77 4 \
KRBT A7
o

B T
i T

KB
In This Issue

WAE = R TE &

Hostels Growing out of the Hills

B E 2R A 8 & AT E R

Latest Updates on Campus Master Planning

ZEIRA

Newsbreak




Hostels Growing out of the Hills

Subsequent to our report on the sites and designs of Morningside College
and S. H. Ho College in the 2006 winter issue, we now reveal the
perspective drawings of these two Colleges and introduce two new hostels

being planned by Residence Road.

Criteria for Location

Two new hostels with a total capacity of 600 students will be built by
Residence Road, in a valley before the Hang Seng Hall of United College and
Chan Chun Ha Hostel. The choice of this location is based on the following
considerations: (a) proximity to central campus to facilitate students’ easy
access to classrooms and other facilities; (b) proximity to other hostels for
better interactions and exchange among students; and (c) compliance with
the University’s environmental policy to minimize the effects on trees and

campus ecology.

One with Nature

Ecological survey conducted by the University revealed that Residence Road
was lined with precious species of trees. The construction of the new hostels

has to take into consideration the preservation of trees. Mr. Rocco Yim,

Looking for Co-existence and Harmony — Rocco Yim

Mr. Rocco Yim is a famous architect in Hong Kong who has won numerous
awards. He was involved in the design of the new Government Headquarters.
Mr. Yim sees the greatest difficulty in designing new hostels for CUHK to be
its hilly campus with dense trees and steep slopes. But he also sees the spatial
treatment of the new buildings and the surrounding
landscape as a big challenge. He feels that as

CUHK is a university rooted in a firm Chinese

tradition but embracing the vision of bringing
together the east and the west, any building

. it should be an example of harmonious co-
nce rather than confrontation.

Mr. Yim said, ‘I hope that my design will point a

direction for the University’s development.
The campus of CUHK has always carried

L with it a pastoral flavour. With the

4

increase in the number of students,

more facilities and hostels have to
be built to answer the needs and

to remain competitive. | expect

the design of the hostels will
inspire a future campus

~— ( where man-made structures
co-exist harmoniously with
nature and each will bring

out the best in the other.’
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design consultant of the new hostels, has taken care to avoid sitting the new
hostels among the bush. Instead, he has placed the buildings in the valley
away from the road. He said, ‘The whole idea of the design is to make use
of the landscape and the trees without violating either the landscape or the
trees.” In addition to preserving trees, this will enhance privacy and reduce

noises.

Topographically, these hostels will be built along the contours of the hill
following its high and low profile. They will not block the view of Chan
Chun Ha Hostel at the back, but will align seamlessly with the surrounding
woods. The long and narrow buildings will have the least effect on the
surrounding slopes when site formation works take place. The supporting
columns of the buildings will merge with the trees, making it part of nature.
Mr. Yim said, “We hope to create the impression that the two buildings grow

out of the slope.’

As far as ventilation is concerned, the high and low blocks, with sufficient
space for air passage in between, will not create the wall effect. On the
orientation of the buildings which has a determining effect on energy
consumption, Mr. Yim said, “The hostel facing north-south is fine. The other
one, which faces east-west, must have sun blocking facility installed on its

west side for energy-saving purposes.’

Dialogue with Old Buildings

Mr. Rocco Yim paid particular attention to the relationship between old and
new buildings. He said, ‘There are two ways of harmonizing old and new
buildings. One is to create contrast. For instance, if the old buildings are
built with fair-faced concrete giving a sense of weightedness, then one could
use glass and aluminum to arrive at a modern contrast. Another way is to
adopt similar materials and colours so as to achieve synchronization. Warm
and simple colours are used in these two hostels, creating a feeling close to
that of fair-faced concrete. The use of woodwork and wood pattern on outer
walls also conveys a natural feel, echoing the effect of fair-faced concrete. A

dialogue with existing older buildings is thus achieved.’

The German philosopher Friedrich von Schelling once said, “Architecture in
general is frozen music.” Will the two new hostels by Residence Road, upon
completion, impress upon the viewers as musical notes with their undulating
profile and rhythmic pattern? If all the buildings on campus are a symphony,

we can expect them to herald a charming new movement. *
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Latest Updates on Campus Master Planning

n last year’s autumn issue, we have reported the setting up of the

Steering Committee on Campus Master Planning to engage professional
consultants to formulate a Campus Master Plan for CUHK. A number of
firms including environmental consultants, planners and architects were
invited to express interest in October 2006. Overseas consultants with exten-
sive experience in campus development were also engaged in the process.

Campus Master Planning is a project aimed at formulating a long-term plan,
based on the principle of sustainable development, for the University up to
2021. Major objectives include:

e to identify the development potential, constraints and key issues of the
CUHK campus;

* to define areas/sites of high ecological, landscape and cultural heritage
value for conservation and protection;

e toidentify the infrastructural requirements and facilities in support of the
development needs;

e to formulate a sustainable broad land use concept for the CUHK campus;

* to formulate an urban design, conservation and landscape framework for
the CUHK campus.

Several critical issues have been brought to the attention of the short-
listed firms, including (a) projected student/
staff population up to 30,000 in 2021;

(b) protection of the environmental and natural heritage; (c) creation of
a pedestrian campus, (d) redevelopment of older buildings, (e) inter-
relationships and vehicular and pedestrian circulation among campuses of
existing and future Colleges.

In January 2007, a briefing session was held for all the consultants who
had expressed interest. It was followed by a campus tour in February. In
March, the committee held a prequalification interview with the consultants
and four finalists were short-listed. The preliminary proposals on concept,
methodology and approach to the Campus Master Plan were submitted by
the four short-listed firms at the end of August.

The committee will assess the proposals according to a number of criteria,
including innovativeness, practicality, sustainability, environmental and
heritage conservation, pedestrian and vehicular traffic, landscape and
building design. The best team will be engaged to produce the final Campus
Master Plan.

Three presentation sessions have been scheduled for 24, 27 and 29 September.
An exhibition will be held from 24 September to 31 October at Esther Lee
Building, providing an opportunity for CUHK members to view the four
preliminary planning proposals. Views and comments can be submitted by
dropping a completed feedback form into the collection box at the exhibition.
You can also send them by fax (2603 5415) or online (www.cuhk.edu.hk/
cmp). The deadline for submission is 31 October 2007.

Views and comments gathered will be used by the committee for selecting
the final consultant to formulate the final Campus Master Plan. ¥*
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Centralized Labs Wins HKIA Award

CUHK’s new Centralized Science Laboratories
Building (Centralized Labs) has won the 2006 Hong
Kong Institute of Architects (HKIA) Merit Award
— Community Building Category. The Centralized
Labs boasts cutting-edge research facilities and
a variety of energy-saving and ecology-sensitive
designs. The design of its colour stained glass
facade is inspired by the periodic table of elements.
The HKIA jury appraised the creativity in its fagade
design, ‘Good site planning and the attempt to
experiment with facade design have warranted
the jury’s consensus to give a merit award to this
project’.

One of the users of the Centralized Labs is Prof.
Yu Chai-mei of the Department of Chemistry. He
said, “The new lab is a big improvement over the

old one at the Science Centre. The temperature and
humidity are always maintained in the comfort
zone. More importantly, my lab is finally under
optimal negative pressure. My students really like
their office area adjacent to the research lab.’
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Major Improvements of Lingnan
Stadium

Improvement works have been carried out at
Lingnan Stadium at Chung Chi College. Upon
completion of the works, the two ‘D’ sections at both
ends of the field will be enlarged to accommodate
six full size rubber surface basketball courts.

The 7.6 m-wide running tracks will be replaced
by a rubber surface jogging track measuring
475m in length and 2.7m in width, hence enlarging

the grass turf field in the centre from 103m x 72m to
105m x 87.2m.

The grass species on the field has also been carefully
selected. Prof. Chau Kwai Cheong of the Department
of Geography and Resource Management said, “We
chose zoysia japonica because of its excellent drought
and heat hardiness and good wear tolerance. It
also tolerates close mowing and has relatively few
weed, disease and insect problems. This species
does not require intensive management and needs
less fertilization, making it a more environmentally-

friendly choice.”
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Slope Stabilization Projects along
Central Avenue and New Asia Road

Incidents of falling rocks from the rock faces along
the Central Avenue and New Asia Road have been
reported in recent years.

With the approval from the Standing Committee on
Campus Geotechnical Matters, the slope stability
improvement works for the rock face along the
Central Avenue has commenced in the summer of
2007. And that for the one along New Asia Road
willbe carried outin the summer 0f 2008. To minimize
the noise impact on the university community, all
noisy works are scheduled for completion during
the summer break.

The works mainly involve installation of rock
dowels, raking drains and wire meshing, rock scaling
and construction of buttresses. Upon completion,
shrubs and climbing plants will be planted to
beautify the areas.
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Three Slope Stabilization Works

Signs of soil erosion and incidents of falling rocks
at the slope to the south of the Staff Student
Centre of New Asia College and the one to the
east of Bethlehem Hall of United College have
been reported. And the slope to the south of Inter-
University Hall near the KCR station has showed
signs of loose soil.

To ensure campus safety, slope stability
improvement works for the abovementioned
sites have been carried out in August 2007 and
are expected to be completed in December. The
projects mainly involve removing the loose
soil and backfilling, installing rock dowels, and
constructing buttresses.

Except dead ones, all the trees will be preserved.
Upon completion, the slope surfaces will be
landscaped with shrubs and grass. Staircases
will be built on the slope between Leung Hung
Kee Building and Mong Man Wai Building to
link the two buildings.
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