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Benny Tam, director of Estates
Management Office
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Upon a Hill Trees We Grow

hanks to the trees lining University Avenue, those entering the Chinese
TUniversity from Tai Po Road on a scorching day are often amazed by the
cool of the campus. Regarding our verdant campus as a treasured asset of the
CUHK community, the University has a tree preservation policy in place to

protect trees from being adversely affected by campus development.

The University strives to protect trees of conservation value. For trees
that are considered of lower conservation value, if felling is absolutely
unavoidable, tree loss will be estimated in terms of the aggregate diameter
at breast height and compensatory planting be carried out in other places
on campus.

Planting Trees for the Community

The Chinese University is the first local tertiary institution to take part
in the Corporate Afforestation Scheme of the Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department. The University will plant seedlings for three
years and spend two years on management and maintenance. The total area
of afforestation will be up to two hectares. The site is a piece of land at
Grassy Hill in Tai Po Kau Nature Reserve. Its proximity makes it convenient

for CUHK members to take part in the scheme.

Planting Native Species to Enhance Biodiversity

@ ear|”8705 saw Hong Kong's first efforts at afforestation.
In those early years, Chinese Red Pine was a key plantation
species%‘]a anese tion during the Second
World War took its toll on Hong Kong’s forests as most
trees were felled for fuel. After the war, the Hong
Kong government renewed its tree-planting efforts.
Before the 1980s, exotic species were extensively
used for afforestation. But after the Earth Summit
held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, the importance of
biodiversity has been stressed and native species
have been preferred.

Prof. Chau Kwai-cheong said that there used to be two misconceptions.
‘One is to think that exotic species grow faster. Actually many native species
grow faster than some of the exotic species we are familiar with. The second
is to think that exotic species are better adapted to infertile soil when in
fact, some native species have equally high infertility tolerance. The CUHK
Afforestation Scheme will mainly involve native species.’

¢ Which are exotic species?

Brisbane Box, Eucalypts, Paper-bark Tree, Slash Pine,
and Taiwan Acacia are all exotic species. They are
usually planted as pioneer trees because they have
the advantages of fast growth, great adaptability and

high infertility tolerance. The disadvantage is they
either do not fruit or local animals do not feed on

their fruits. & HAE

Taiwan Acacia

* Which are native species?

Chinese Banyan, Camphor Tree, Lanceleaf Sterculia,
and Ivy Tree, etc. are all native species. They can
provide local birds and other animals with food and
shelter, thereby enhancing biodiversity. The CUHK
afforestation area will mainly be planted with native
species such as Chinese Guger-tree, Hong Kong
Hawthorn, Hong Kong Gordonia, Thick-leaved Oak,
Bunchlﬁ-lzggeevesia, Common Melastoma.

&

.

Prof. Chau Kwai-cheong at the Department of Geography and Resource

Management said, ‘Planting more trees can help clean the air, improve
the environment, and alleviate global warming. Besides, trees can provide
birds and other animals with food and shelter. They play a vital part in our
ecosystem.’

Prof. Chau pointed out that the site now consists mainly of grass and a
few shrubs. Growing conditions there, however, are affected by hill fires,
windiness in east-facing parts, stray cattle and acidic soil. The University
will take measures to solve these problems. To prevent hill fires, the weeds
within five to ten metres around the cultivated area will be removed to
create a fire break. Fire-resistant trees will also be planted in the periphery
to create a green fire break. In windy places, wind-resistant species will be
grown at intervals of not more than one metre. The soil will be fertilized
with potassium, calcium, magnesium and phosphorus—chemical elements
lacking from acidic soil. A water-retaining agent will also be added to enhance
the soil’s water retention ability. Plants that appeal to bovine palates will not
be grown.

Creating a Green Canopy

The CUHK Afforestation Scheme was kicked off on 27 October. Over 150
alumni, staff and students joined Prof. Michael Hui, Associate Pro-Vice-
Chancellor and honorary leader of the event, in a two-hour hike to the
plantation site where, in groups, they planted tree saplings, weeded and
irrigated the area, and witnessed the official birth of the CUHK woodland.

Pro-Vice-Chancellor Prof. Liu Pak-wai, who officiated at the opening
ceremony, said that the University not only greens its campus, it also hopes
to extend such practices to the community. Tree planting can prevent soil
erosion, restore forest damaged by wildfire, and provide hikers with scenic
recreation.

The target of the scheme is to plant 10,000 trees of different species in five
years. In the coming years, the University will continue to manage the
weeding, fertilization and pruning of trees in the plot. Through this, it hopes
to promote environmental protection and encourage staff to take an active

part in greening the environment. ¥*
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For the Next Generation of CUHK Members:
Prof. Ching Pak-chung on Campus Development

ampus development does not happen over-
Cnight. It takes years to progress from the
drawing board to reality. By 2021, owing to the
resumption of the four-year undergraduate curri-

taken heed of all these views and concerns.” He
urged members of the University community to
voice their views and help the committee formulate

its recommendation to the University.

Multiple Perspectives

Suggestions targeted at the preliminary designs of
the four short-listed consultants have been made

during the past two months. Prof. Ching emphasized

that those are not final proposals and are intended

culum and the popularization of Hong Kong’s
higher education, the campus population of CUHK
is estimated to surge to 30,000. A responsible univer-
sity prepares for the future. CUHK is spearheading
its campus master planning with a view to providing
anew campus for the next generation of CUHK staff
and students.

In the past two months, the Steering Committee
on Campus Master Planning has launched a series
of activities to collect feedback on the preliminary
proposals of the campus master plan. Prof. Ching

to inspire thinking from different perspectives.
Using the proposed escalators as an example, he
said, ‘Do we really need escalators? Some people
think that they can help reduce vehicular traffic
and thereby improve air quality. Some alumni may
be uncomfortable with the idea because it would
change the landscape. However, existing students
may find them convenient. Such a multidimensional
discussion is exactly what we want. Should we do
away with escalators? Or should we build them
selectively? Where should they be built so that
they could achieve the most efficiency? ...We hope

Pak-chung, co-chairman of the committee, observed,
‘The majority of the university community shares the hope that the CUHK
campus should be developed in a sustainable and balanced way. However,
different people have different points of view. Alumni may hold dear the
University’s heritage and hope that the campus landscape in their memories
would remain unchanged. Existing students may pay more attention to current
provisions such as teaching facilities, amenities and shuttle bus service. Some
people are more concerned with campus greening. Representatives of the
Student Union want to be more involved in the planning process. We have

to garner as many views as possible from members
of the University community through exhaustive discussions and let the final
consultant weigh the pros and cons using their professional judgment.’

As for the misunderstanding about the list of buildings to be demolished, the
committee has already clarified that the University does not have such a list.
Prof. Ching reiterated that the University has never identified which buildings
should be knocked down or preserved. However, since the University is
negotiating with the Government for the acquisition of new land for campus

(F B to be continued overleaf)




(# L & continued from previous page)

expansion, it is necessary to take stock of its existing land and buildings,
related infrastructure and surrounding environment, and submit a report for
the review of the Government. “We have been monitoring the age, maintenance
condition, occupancy of the buildings on campus. Some may need to be
redeveloped. But redevelopment doesn’t necessarily mean demolishment. It
can mean expansion, renovation, or change of use. However, before deciding to
alter existing buildings, the University would take factors such as historical and

architectural value, environmental impact, etc. into account.’

Development through Communication

Summing up the experience of the last two months, Prof. Ching believed that
‘stakeholders would have been less taken aback by the suddenness had we
given them more opportunities to discuss the issue before unveiling the four
preliminary designs.” Therefore, before the appointment of the final consultant,
the committee will explain the criteria for selection in detail to all stakeholders.
It will also take into account the views and concerns of all stakeholders when
formulating a guideline for the final consultant. The committee will arrange
briefing sessions and engagement workshops for the final consultant to meet
members of different Colleges and units. All these measures are aimed at

ensuring that the final design will be widely accepted by different stakeholders.

Prof. Ching added, “‘Some time ago there were complaints that the consultation
had ended too soon. But in fact the consultation activities for the final design
are just about to begin.” Prof. Ching stressed the importance of communication.
“Everyone has his or her own view but he or she may not understand the needs
and the challenges of the University. So it is important that we communicate
with all stakeholders through different channels.’

Speaking of his ideal campus, Prof. Ching said, “The majority of the University
community agree that balance must be struck between the following factors:
first, instead of an ultra modern or extravagant-looking campus, we need one
with a unique identity. Second, our campus must possess all the necessary
facilities to function well as an educational institute, such as adequate class-
rooms, well-equipped laboratories. Third, CUHK takes pride in its lush
green campus, which is the envy of other local universities and must be
preserved. Fourth, it is important to keep the distinctive identities of all our
constituent Colleges.’

Prof. Ching drew an analogy between campus planning and renovating one’s
home. ‘It’s like refurbishing one’s home. Family members engage in discussion
on how to do it. The aim is to make everyone comfortable. I envisage that the

future campus of CUHK will give everyone a sense of comfort. ¥
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Tennis Court Plan Amended to Retain
Greenness

To meet the increased demand for sport facilities
for teaching and leisure purposes when the four-
year undergraduate curriculum is implemented in
2012, the University had planned to build six tennis
courts by the Sir Philip Haddon-Cave Sports Field.
According to University policy, ecological surveys
must be carried out prior to all construction projects
on campus. The survey for the proposed construction
showed that the original plan would entail the felling
of nearly 100 trees, which was not in line with the
University’s environmental protection policy.

To minimize the impact, the University slashed
the number of tennis courts from six to three. Con-
sequently, the number of trees affected is reduced by
90% to 11 and all of them have been transplanted
to adjacent locations. The construction is expected
to be completed in the first quarter of 2008. This
decision is proof of the effectiveness of the existing
mechanism in balancing the needs of conservation
and development.
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Temporary Use of Site B Across MTR
University Station

To support the staging of the 2008 Olympic and
Paralympics Equestrian Events in Hong Kong, Site B
across the MTR University Station will be temporarily
used as a Public Transport Interchange by the Equestrian Company/Government up to December 2008.
The construction of parking, waiting, loading and unloading areas, and other ancillary facilities will be carried
out soon.
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Environmental Week and Walking
Campaign

The University’s Environmental Week began on 18
October, under the theme ‘Building a Sustainable
Campus’. The event, which was aimed at encouraging
staff and students to adopt a green lifestyle, was

officially kicked off by Mr. Edward Yau Tang-wah,
Secretary for the Environment.

At the opening ceremony, Mr. Yau and Prof. Lawrence
J. Lau, Vice-Chancellor of CUHK, presented a number
of awards to buildings that have made outstanding
achievements in energy saving. They also presented a Certificate of Commendation to 27 student hostels that
are fitted with evacuated tube solar collectors. After that, the officiating guests visited Adam Schall Residence
to power on symbolically the solar water heater system on its rooftop (photo).

On 2 November the Walking Campaign was held the second time with about 600 staff and students joining the
walk. In the pleasant autumn weather, the procession began from the entrance of the University train station,
wound its way through Chung Chi College and Main Campus, and arrived at the lecture theatre of Shaw

College. The whole walk took about 40 minutes.

‘Do not forget we share our campus with an amazing variety of birds and trees. The campaign integrates physical
exercise with campus appreciation and awareness of nature,” said Prof. Jack Cheng, Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the
University, who officiated at the opening ceremony. ‘As such, it promotes not only physical health, but mental
and environmental health as well.” In addition to health benefits, walking on campus can help reduce the
burden on buses and thus keep the air clean.
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