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he rock face along Central Avenue and New

Asia Road is a familiar landmark to CUHK
members. On our arboreal campus, this rock-
strewn slope measuring 620m long and 38m high
(maximum) is especially conspicuous.

Safety and Environmental Protection

The rock face, cut to the present state in the early
years of campus construction, has witnessed
the development of CUHK. Due to prolonged
weathering, incidents of falling rocks have been
reported in recent years. To ensure campus safety,
the University decided to carry out maintenance
works. Adopting a blanket approach, the first
consultant appointed by the

University advised to have
some 6,000 rock dowels and
soil nails installed to stabilize
the rock face. The University

rejected the proposal because
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in addition to serious dust and noise pollution,

it would adversely affect the appearance of the
rock face. The second consultant took a different
approach and suggested to use only about 100
rock dowels together with wire meshing and
buttress walls. This design not only meets the
government’s geotechnical requirements, but
also ensures balance between campus safety and
environmental protection.

Starting from 2006, the entire stability improve-
ment project comprises three phases. The stretch
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TREIMAETHER
The rock face portrayed in a painting by Wang Mingming

from Leung Kau Kui Building to Y.C. Liang Hall
has been completed and work on New Asia Road
will be carried out during the 2008 summer break.

Landscaping

Only the east and west tips of this rock face are
covered with topsoil and on it stand a few Chinese
red pine trees. The stretch opposite the University
Library with no topsoil is barren.

The Campus Landscaping Enhancement Com-
mittee has discussed the landscaping issue of the
rock face. Mr. Heung Wai-kin, representative of
the Hong Kong Institute of Landscape Architects,
opined, ‘The essence of landscaping lies in giving
each case appropriate treatment. It is technically
difficult to green the entire rock face because of its
structure and fabric. Moreover, it has been treeless
since the inception of this university. Its barren
and rocky look has become a landmark. It’s not
necessary to change it” He proposed growing
plants at certain areas selected in accordance with
pedestrian sight line, and the committee decided
only minor landscaping works would be carried
out by growing shrubs and climbers along the slope
toe and planting climbing creepers at the slope crest.

‘Trees and stones will teach you that which you
can never learn from the masters,” said the 12th-
century French abbot St. Bernard of Clairvaux. It
is a blessing for CUHK members to have a tree-
canopied and stone-strewn campus, from which
we certainly have much to learn. ¥
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in Building a Sustainable Campus
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updates on the CMP and to express their opinion.

a series of workshops to learn about the concerns of all stakeholders, before
drafting a CMP, which is anticipated to be formulated towards the end of
2008.
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UHK announced on 22 February 2008 the appointment of Aedas

Limited and its overseas partner Edward Cullinan Architects (ECA) as
the professional consultants for the Campus Master Plan (CMP).

Both Aedas and ECA are very experienced in international campus planning
and design. The Steering Committee on CMP was impressed by their
creative proposal, which demonstrated understanding of the University’s
characteristics, respect for the University’s traditions and the unique college
system, and competence to come up with suggestions that suit development
needs. More importantly, the team was selected because it shares CUHK's
ideal of a sustainable campus.
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Prof. Bernard Lim, Department of Architecture
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From left: Mr. Edward Cullinan; Mr. Kyran Sze, managing
director, Aedas Limited; Prof. Ching Pak-chung, co-chairman;
Prof. Essy Baniassad, co-chairman; and Prof. Bernard Lim,
member, Steering Committee on CMP, CUHK
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Society expects a university to be much more than average, to be a leader.

Therefore, CUHK should adopt a more forward-looking approach than the
government’s to assess the heritage value of buildings.

The CMP aims at crystallizing the values of the CUHK community on the conservation of cultural and
architectural heritage and environmental protection. This is done by engaging staff, students and alumni
in the formulation of standards and perfection of systems by means of extensive consultation. The
ongoing planning provides a great opportunity for the better protection of old buildings on campus.
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Mr. Bosco Fung, Adjunct Professor, Department of Geography and Resource Management
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The success of CUHK’s CMP hinges on the support of its staff, students
and alumni. When it comes to master planning, the product is important.
But equally, if not more important, is the process. The consultant and the
University will go all out to ensure that the consultation process is as extensive
as possible.

Public forums provide a good platform for all parties to voice their views and listen with an open mind
to others’ views. It is easier to criticize than to come up with a practical and viable developmental
blueprint.




BREBBMAMR T 07 [ 0w 030 S o A S AN KA A AR © 19654 5T 1 2 K B

Helmsman of Campus Master BT » 10~ 2 4F S AR % 0 0 T g SR > BRI R D I L B (5 o A B9 303 FL o - S e 58

Planning: “chward Cullinan W [ BB P75 i ST/ OBl 25 JERT ) o Al 15 SE 000 ST S0 15 00 52 5 g S A € 20 084F 52 5

G o 5 TEL A B LR A 4 o L SN » AR S B R SR R s RO N o ot A SR S A 7 7
(1887-1965) WRETE19534F HENT L 3% o 5 IR 4845 b R M 2 i S i e B BE 2 51

B S AE 2 SR A A58 PP R R » S ) 6 A e 3 Jo b ) B8 1 o AS T A A P T A » DA bl — 264
[ B AT BRI PR G S R

orn 1931 in London, Edward Cullinan has been designing innovative, well-composed, award-
winning buildings in the UK and abroad for over 40 years. A successful building as Mr. Cullinan
defines it is one which ‘responds thoughtfully and gracefully to our clients’ needs and to its local context’.
He was named Gold Medalist 2008 by the Royal Institute of British Architects, an honour also bestowed
on Le Corbusier (1887-1965) in 1953. Given in recognition of a lifetime’s work, the Royal Gold Medal is
approved personally by Her Majesty the Queen and is awarded annually to individuals whose influence

on architecture has had a truly international effect. The honour certainly earns Mr. Cullinan a place in the
pantheon of great architects.

In February, Mr. Cullinan came to Hong Kong to survey the CUHK campus and attend the press conference

on Campus Master Planning. We took the opportunity to chat with him about architecture and the campus
master plan.
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It is essential to ask all the people and all the different groups

We would study always what was there already and try to to say what they think and listen to them—not just to seem to
understand it and work with it, respond to it, improve it and listen to them, but actually to listen to them. Having conflicting
add to it, but in the spirit of what is already there, and not to views is nota dangerous thing. Itis bound to happen, especially

try to create a completely new world. when people have small amounts of information. So we will

be very public.
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The best time to think about sustainability is at the beginning
of the master planning process. You simply start by putting
your buildings by having regard to
where the sun rises or sets so you
minimize their energy consumption
immediately. And that involves no
money. Energy efficient buildings are
more expensive to build initially but
cheaper to run in their life.
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On Campus Atmosphere
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Everybody arrives at the bottom of the hill and the Mall is half-
way up the hill. Those connections need to be established. If
you want to connect the University comfortably together so

that it is more pedestrian-friendly, you have to overcome the
steepness of the hill.
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On Impression of CUHK
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Hilly, pastoral, anchored by the Mall and unique.
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We would like the University campus to be a place with a sense of
studious connection, calm and peace. *
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Location of Lee Woo Sing College Confirmed

We reported in the 2007 summer + autumn issue that two new buildings will be built in a valley by Residence Road,
in front of Hang Seng Hall and Chan Chun Ha Hostel of United College. The University now decides that this
complex will house the new Lee Woo Sing College.

Established with a private donation, the College is named Lee Woo Sing College because the donor has great
admiration and respect for Mr. Lee Woo Sing’s long-term commitment to education.

Having served for many years as a member of the Council of CUHK and the Board of Trustees of Shaw College, Mr.
Lee is a staunch supporter of the development of the University and Shaw College. Currently, Mr. Lee is the Vice-
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Shaw College, as well as a member of the Executive Committee of the Council
of the University.
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When the Wind Blows

Have you noticed that two wind turbines have been installed at the Eastern Gate and the Water Sports Centre?
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To study the possibility of using renewable energy on campus, the Estates Management Office has set up a wind
monitor to analyse wind speed and direction at the Water Sports Centre more than a year ago. A year-long study
shows that wind velocity and power output at that location are not stable enough for large wind turbines. But it
is feasible to install medium or small-sized wind turbines on campus. The University installed the two small wind
turbines together with photovoltaic panels to power street lights. Hopefully, this pilot project can give us the needed
practical experience to harness wind energy.

In the future the University will test wind turbines of different models and sizes. In order to minimize the noise
generated by the rotation of blades, silent wind turbines will also be studied to ensure balance between location
selection, economy of resources and power generation efficiency.
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Our Feathered Friends

We are kept company by a group of feathered
residents on the luxuriant CUHK campus,
about 77% of which is covered by vegetation.
A total of 131 bird species, including some rare
ones, have been recorded on CUHK campus. To
promote the fun of bird watching, the Estates
Management Office designed six bird-watching
posters and put them up at top bird-watching
spots on campus.

Among all resident birds, the House Swift is
probably the most familiar species to CUHK
members. The concrete cliff-like walls of the
University Library, where over 500 House
Swifts have built their nests, are home to the
largest Swift colony in Hong Kong.

The Orange-Bellied Leafbird (photo), charac-
terized by the bluish purple and silver cheek
stripes below the eyes, is a rare visitor to our
campus. The male birds are coloured with an
orange belly, while the female are green. Every
winter they are attracted to the University by
the blooming Rhodoleia trees.

The diversity and abundance of birds on CUHK
campus are evidence that our campus is well
preserved.

Dust and Noise Levels at Campus Circuit Closely
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i To facilitate site formation works at Area 39, the University has allowed access

by construction vehicles of the Civil Engineering and Development Department
(CEDD) to certain portions of Campus Circuit within the restricted hours of
9:30am-6:30pm from Monday to Friday, except public holidays and special event
dates of CUHK. The arrangement has been in effect since March 2008 and will last
for one and a half years unless extended with the University’s prior approval.

To closely monitor environmental issues such as noise and dust throughout the
period, a liaison group comprising members from the University and CEDD has
been established. Check stations have been set up on the roofs of Postgraduate
Hall and Residence No. 10 to measure the noise level and monitor air quality.

For enquiries, please contact the University Safety and Environment Office at
9468 8762.
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