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are the gems of our campus and we are obviously

lessed with quite a few of them. But how many?

Under the direction of the Campus Landscaping Enhancement
Committee (CLEC), the Estate Management Office (EMO)

began conducting a tree survey about two years ago. Trees with " LGP,
a diameter of at least 500 mm were measured and assessed. :iﬂ%
Then the data together with their visual image and the maps of E)ﬁ:}) t'n-—-
their locations were inputted into ArborTrack, a sophisticated / /_f"? 3\ b-:ﬁ
computerized database system made in the UK. STE0N s
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Above: Data of a Green Ailantus (Ailanthus
fordii) retrieved from the database, a rare and
precious species found on Shaw campus.
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Left: A Scarlet Dombeya (Dombeya wallichii

Benth. & Hook. f.) on Chung Chi campus
(Courtesy of Mr. George Jor)

The survey was completed early this year. Now maps
of different areas on campus with circles for trees can
be retrieved from the database with a few clicks of the
mouse. One more click would reveal a close-up and
of the tree. The database also contains information
maintenance. The trees’ physical measurements
ted every three years and assessments of their
every one to two years.

5 trees in the database, including rare and

ous species and trees of historical value to CUHK. The EMO is
the process of hanging labels with name of species in Chinese and BB A BLEA Y E LT IR > GRS Y A - L

Latin, on the trees. This is expected to finish by the end of this year. B o KA T L AR (B AR o 9 345 SR BE AR 5 A Hh SCRnE
The tree survey is part of the tree preservation policy which exists to TOCHRAARAO PR B L BRI -

protect and conserve trees on campus (www.cuhk.edu.hk/greencampus/ A A F £ Z A A SR 2 BUR A — 65 > 5% BUR B 76 0 7 {1
en/policy/tree.htm). Decisions regarding implementation are carried  H & E KB A (www.cuhk.edu.hk /greencampus/en/policy/
out by the CLEC. Headed by Prof. Michael Hui, Associate Pro-Vice-  tree hem) o BIRABCEAE NG » 1 B0 EIR B Ao B2 4558
Chancellor, its membership includes a Pro-Vice-Chancellor, a College BRI B T B E R LU o ey R B g — & Bl
Head, specialists in landscaping and botany from CUHK, EMO B —ZEEEE [ i S R Y R - s
representatives, three external members, and two students of the B - =4 RS BRI &2 e B o

University. % (3 TF & To be continued)
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In This Issue Trees Our Asset, Trees Our Pride Safe, Green and Beautiful—Slopes of the Chinese University Newsbreak
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Ms. Siu in a forest during a plant survey in Hainan

s. Gloria Siu, one of the external members of the CLEC, has

had a long and close relationship with plants that began in
childhood when she gorged on Rose Myrtle berries during walks
in the hills and slept on pillows stuffed with fragrant Myrobalan
leaves. ‘All living things have the right to live. Plants can’t talk, so
I will speak for them,” she had thought growing up. Today she is
a member of the China Plant Specialist Group, Species Survival
Commission, World Conservation Union.

‘When people look at a university, the first thing they see is the
campus. It is the earliest reflection of its substance. Therefore it is
of critical importance that CUHK takes inventory of its trees. The
University has a comprehensive tree policy. This is an important

and regular review of its policy, a model for Hong Kong or even

- )/ first step. | would like to see CUHK become, with further finetuning
' China.

The other two external members of the CLEC are Mr. Heung Wai-
in-from.the Hong Kong Institute of Landscape Architects, and Mr.
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! ﬁ!h_eung Yiu-fai from the Institute of Horticulture (Hong Kong). The
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“student members are Mr. Chan Chun-ho (Biology) and Ms. Wan

Lai-ying Samantha (Architecture). %
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Torrential rain

lashed Hong Kong in the month

of June, and the Hong Kong Observatory
issued rainstorm and landslide warnings. But despite the
downpour, no landslide was registered at the Chinese University,
save a couple of wash-outs. For a campus with some 300
registered slopes and a large number of natural slopes, this was
no easy feat. Weeks later, the skies cleared and the slopes turned
a luxuriant green. This, too, was no easy feat. Safe and beautiful
slopes are the result of constant vigilance and meticulous efforts
at slope improvement.

Safety and More

In 1997, weeks of heavy rain triggered major landslides on our
campus. But the number started steadily decreasing shortly
after that. By 2000, there were very few large-scale slippages
even during the rainy season. The trend owed itself to the
policies of the Standing Committee on Campus Geotechnical
Matters, set up in 1998, their implementation by the Campus
Development Office and the Estates Management Office. For
these administrators and professionals, safety was important
but something more had to be done.

Landscaping Treatment after Slope Works
Landscaping treatment on stabilized slopes falls roughly into
two categories—hard surface and soil surface. Hard surface

EBEEFREHG—E s @A RERKT HRE
A rock surface slope on the road to United College now teems with green
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slopes
include slopes
sprayed with concrete,
rock outcrops and retaining
structures. In the 90s, shotcreting

(projecting concrete through a hose onto a surface)
was the dominant method of surface protection after
slope stabilization in Hong Kong. Quick, cheap and
effective, it was widely used by the Government. But
the shotcrete nozzle is a Vesuvius that mummifies
everything within its radius with a layer of white lava.
Shotcreted hillsides look lifeless and incoherent. So
while the technique was still used to treat dangerous
slopes and as an emergency measure, the University
shifted its focus to methods that would bring more
aesthetically pleasing results.

Cosmetic Approaches

Over the years, the University has adopted an
array of techniques to mitigate the visual impact of
engineering works and maximize opportunities for
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A more time-consuming method of stabilization — trench excavation —was used to stabilize this fill-

slope near the Lady Shaw Building so tree removal can be minimized. Part of the procedure was carried
out manually.

Wz 4% > WLV EIE A BT o B F20004F » B2
2% > G WD B R B8 o T (0 B T A AE
19984F B I [l A B &R B BUR - DA
BRI E MY A HR M SST) o Bk E AT B AN B I
NG > HARREEN - (HPESE T

A TR R R R BUE

PRSI > 7 SBLBEEL bR BOTT 4 b R — 6 A
VRTH o BT G ) R LA R T OB U
MRS E) - R A A - LTI E S -

B RRAR > WRE TR R R TR EE T o iR
o EE AR TE T IR B T o AN
WG B K 1 IR A G — kLl > W A AR
BEFEDU R o KGR G 10T AR S o BRURUA BRI
DR o T R A A e A AT T A R

A5 B Rt R B

vegetation planting on slopes.

Examples include the planting of ornamental
shrubs and climbers on slopes and retaining walls, the
use of earth-toned masonry facing, and adoption of
advanced greening technologies such as mulching.

Protection of Trees

Contrary to common belief, trees do not necessarily
have to be removed during slope improvement works.
At the University campus, for instance, soil nailing
is used to stabilize cut-slopes in order to reduce
disturbance to trees, and where the slope surface has
to be regraded, tree rings and toe walls are sometimes
used to retain trees. Sometimes trench excavation, a
more time-consuming and partially manual method of
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stabilization is

used to stabilize loose fill-slopes
in order to minimize the need for tree removal.

Slope improvement is an ongoing process. Untreated
slopes have to be made safe while stabilized slopes
have to be closely monitored and maintained.
Admittedly though not all greened slopes resemble
the Garden of Eden in bloom, at least not all the
time. ‘The state of the vegetation depends also on the
conditions for growth. But given that this is science
trying to mimic nature, the University has fared very
well,” said Mr. Arthur Ma, geotechnical engineer in
the Campus Development Office. A drive down Taipo
Road outside our gates would tell you that. %
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Before: a slope covered with chunam plaster near Chung Chi staff quarters in the 1990s (top)

After: the same slope now (above)
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Major Renovations

Major renovations on campus were carried out during the summer in order to minimize disturbance to the
campus community. Two buildings, Sir Run Run Shaw Hall and Pi Ch’iu Building received their first facelift
in three decades. While the interior renovation of the first project is largely completed, the second one will
continue for some time. The University thanks those affected for their tolerance and hopes they can bear with
the project for just a little bit longer.

Sir Run Run Shaw Hall

Sir Run Run Shaw Hall (above), constructed in 1981, received a much needed overhaul this past summer, with
funding from the University Grants Committee (UGC). One important aim was to build offices for the hall. In
the past, the hall had had to set up make-shift offices in the dressing room backstage due to lack of space. But
after renovations, it will have proper offices and a larger dressing-room. The works mainly involved spatial
reorganization and building an extension for supporting facilities, safety enhancement including new fire
protection and wiring systems, and interior refurbishment. Except for the extension which will be completed
in a couple of months, the new hall will be ready for use very soon.

Pi Ch’iu Building

Pi Ch’iu Building (below), built some 30 years ago, is upgrading its electrical system. This includes the
installation of uninterrupted power supplies to complement the upgrading of computer facilities planned by
the ITSC. The air-conditioning systems are also rearranged so energy can be used more efficiently while
allowing for energy recovery by means of heat exchange before chilled air is exhausted. There will also be
spatial rearrangments among service departments to free up enclosed space, adopt an open plan layout, etc.,
so that space can be used with greater efficiency. Basic facilities such as sprinkler systems, plumbing and
drainage, and staircases are also enhanced during this exercise. The project began in May 2008 and is expected
to finish around Easter 2009.
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Safety Measures near New College Sites

Following the commencement of works on the sites of
Morningside College and S.H. Ho College, new safety
measures have been adopted. Students disembarking
on University Avenue near the driveway leading to
Pentecostal Mission Hall Complex Low Block can
now cross the three-lane avenue safely—by means of a
new zebra-crossing (above). Also, pedestrians heading
to the Pentecostal Mission Hall Complex Low Block
from University Avenue can use a newly paved red-
brick footpath (below, lower left) separated from the
construction site by the driveway. And the old footpath
adjacent to the site is now turned into a covered
walkway (below, lower right). These new structures
not only serve residents of the said hostel, but also
commuters wishing to take the public lift to High Block
and from there, to the University Health Centre or the
Mong Man Wai Building.
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CMP Report Uploaded

The consultant of the CMP project has completed the
Stage I Stakeholder Engagement Report which is now
available on the CMP website at www.cuhk.edu.hk/
cmplen/. The continued participation of all members
of the University is important in the second stage of
stakeholder engagement which will commence soon.
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