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o cater for an increase of 3,000 undergraduate
Tstudents upon reversion to the long-awaited
‘3+3+4’ curriculum in 2012, the University secured
funding from the University Grants Committee
for the construction of an extra 6,100 m? in library
space. After consulting the University Library
System (ULS), the University decided to add a new
wing to the University Library rather than construct
a new building on a different location, the reason
being the former would make for greater service
effectiveness and operational efficiency.

Considering All Options

The University invited architectural consultants to
tender for the project. After studying the site, some
consultants pointed out that adding a new wing
of this size on the site of the car-park would result
in a multi-storey structure taller than the library
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building, or even the Tin Ka Ping Building.
It would be visually incongruous with
the rest of the landscape and would
also distort the central axis of the
campus. As an alternative, one firm
proposed to build the extension

over the Library Boulevard or

the Central Avenue. But this
was rejected as the resulting
structure would have to
be disproportionately
large. The alternative of
developing the extension
underground in the basement of the library was
then explored. Though more costly and technically
challenging, it was considered a better option as it
would preserve the visual and artistic integrity of

the campus.

Beacon to be Preserved Brick-by-Brick

Throughout the deliberation stages of extending
the library basement, the University has stressed
that no alteration must be made to the University
Square and that the structures on it including the
Beacon must be preserved and reinstated when
the construction is complete. The architectural
consultant and the library stakeholders have been
informed of this. The consultant has also been
instructed to label and photograph components
of the Beacon and the Forum in order to facilitate

reinstatement.

An Evolving Academic Library

A university’s regard for its own history says a
lot about it. The University considers the Beacon
a symbol of its ideals and its history, one that has
borne witness, incidentally, to the rallies for the four-
year curriculum mounted by staff and students, as
well as to countless other events held in support of
its beliefs. Similarly the quality of its library also
says a lot about a university. As universities take in
more and more students, space provision becomes

a perpetual problem of academic libraries.

Dr. Colin Storey, University Librarian, says the
ULS is constantly trying to answer the question
of what it is students and professors would want
in a library. ‘Over the last 10 years, we have been
moving towards a half-print and half-electronic
hybrid library. We're still providing print materials.
In fact the acquisition of incoming print materials
is rising every year. It’s not going down. One would
expect it to start to go down. But with donations

and print acquisitions coming in every year, we're

i commons?
Why are they called commons?

MeEIRE 4815 learning commons — R B EEMME B 2+ —
R ERI AL RIZE o FE1990 K » Ba & BB AEB R 1L -
FRRABZRACENEMTENRE - BE -

WL - IR

e

taking in 70,000 to 80,000 physical items a year.

The other half of the hybridity is electronic.

Our electronic book collection has risen

from 80,000 to over a million in just three
years.

Two New Learning
Commons
In addition, he says, students
still
comfortable
for them to work and hold
discussions in. A survey of

need places with a

environment

undergraduate student needs
conducted by the library in 2005 revealed that
students wanted more collaborative working space.
So far the library has been trying to meet that need
by re-zoning its existing space to provide informal,
IT-rich environments for group study. But with the
library extension project, it will be able to build
two new learning commons, one with 1400 m?
usable area in the new library extension on Central
Campus and another with 800 m? usable area in the
new Integrated Teaching Building on Chung Chi

campus.

Learning commons, already in existence in
university libraries in the UK and the US, are
informal, community-centre style areas for self-
learning that are 24/7. They are the result of the
digital revolution and a shift towards a more group-

based approach in undergraduate curricula.

Libraries grow by constantly asking themselves
what users want from them. ‘We try to make sure
that this series of buildings that we call libraries
will be of use to everyone from Prof. C.N. Yang
and Prof. James Mirrlees to first-semester first-
year students in physics and economics. That’s
what we're trying to do. And I think the learning
commons approach does greatly assist in those
first few years of undergraduate work,’ says
Dr. Storey.

Way Forward

The University is adopting a two-pronged
approach to the library extension project. On the
one hand it is studying all feasible construction
options, including the possibility of limiting the
scope of work. On the other, it is engaging CUHK
members, by holding communication sessions
with students, staff and alumni. A new website
(www.cuhk.edu.hk/libraryextensionfen/) devoted to
the library extension has been set up to provide

updates on the project. ¥
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Dr. Storey believes that the name orlglnated in the old English and old American concept of a commons
in a village where everybody could graze their cattle. In the 1990s, with the growing commercialization
of the Internet, librarians began to think of that concept in terms of the Internet. They noticed that some of
the information that used to be free was increasingly being charged for. So where was the commonality on
the Web, the free commons that everybody could access? They thought that since this commonality was
constantly under threat on the Internet, perhaps they should protect a core of free information available to
all people in perpetuity. This has led to the term being adopted by university librarians for a physical space
where information searches, evaluations and usage are done collectively and freely by students.
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Following the release of the Stage 1 Stakeholder
Engagement Report at the end of August 2008, the CMP
Stage 2 Stakeholder Engagement Activities commenced
on 1 October 2008. The Conceptual Planning Proposal
depicts the consultant’s planning visions of the campus for
2021 and the key planning issues. A poster exhibition was
held at six venues on campus. Four engagement meetings,
three workshops and a forum were held in October
during which the consultant introduced the conceptual
plans and exchanged views with stakeholders. A video of
the consultant’s presentation of the Conceptual Planning
Proposal was uploaded to the CMP website (www.cuhk.
edu.hk/cmp/en/). The Stage 2 Engagement Report will be
ready for release on the CMP website in due course.
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From November 2008 to early January 2009, the CMP

include detailed studies of the campus and analysis of

views collected. The team will also start preparing specific
proposals for presentation to University members. The
'™ Stage 3 engagement activities are tentatively scheduled for
the fourth week of January 2009.
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ds at CU Convocation Forum

he CU Convocation organized an Alumni Sharing

Session on CUHK Campus Master Planning
(CMP) on 8 November at a secondary school in
Tseung Kwan O. Mr. Lau Sai-yung, chairman of the
CU Convocation, explained the reason for holding
the event. “The CMP is important for the future
development of the University. One of the functions
of the CU Convocation is to advise the University on
matters relating to its development. This is not the
first time we have collected the views of alumni on
the CMP. There have been two other sharing sessions
and an online survey.’

three-
hour session, overseas

During the

alumni were invited
to express their views
in real time via Skype. They included representatives
from greater New York, Hawaii, Southern California,
Ontario, and Japan. Representatives from six local
alumni associations also voiced their opinion either on
the spot or by phone, and the CU Architecture Alumni
Association gave a presentation of the suggestions of
some of its members. The results of the online survey
conducted in October were also summed up.

Alma Mater Much Loved

Alumni from the 1960s through to the 21Ist century
voiced their views. Clearly, their love for the University

does not diminish with time, nor does it come only
with time. This fact alone should make the Chinese
University extremely proud because it is the best proof
that, all said, it has been doing something extremely
right. %
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Some Local Representatives

PR SRR G T REERA (1995)
Mr. Ray Lee (1995), president of the CUHK Architecture
Alumni Association
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‘The consultant may wish to study the possibility of building covered

Mr. Rocky Lok (2003), president of the
CUHK MBA Alumni Association
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‘While the association generally agrees that escalators

passages, footbridges or elevated walkways on pedestrian routes
that would provide shade from the sun and natural ventilation.
Connection between the lower and upper precincts of the
campus, being of essential importance should also be

enhanced by means of a proper vehicular strategy,

«

encouraged. ...It is also important to keep in mind, when

should be installed on campus for the convenience carefully designed walking paths, convenient

of pedestrians, care should be taken to ensure aren’t bicycle paths and well-positioned parking

too many as walking is good for health and should be spaces.’

planning for the campus, how decisions made today will r/'
affect future graduates.’ .
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Some Overseas Representatives

MMM B & B AR 4 (1979)
Mr. Eddie Lam (1979), president of the
alumni association of Southern California
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‘Resources permitting, the University might wish to consider

HARKTER
HHLAR el (1988)
Mzr. Raymond Wong (1988), president of
the alumni association of Japan
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‘I'm all for a highly walkable

campus, having walked

HHRBAGER

BRI+ (1981)

Ms. Donna Tso (1981),
president of the alumni

designating space for art pieces. In Los Angeles

where I live, some universities dedicate

one per cent of their campuses to

showcasing sculptures, paintings
association of Hawaii
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and installations. Attention

should also be paid to the

my way to health while WS, > WA S 2 2T 1 Z}:nds;:{)mg “peti <
' a student at CUHK. 1 et s n g - LR R T
“ also favour having e |
bicycle paths.’ ‘We like the idea of having covered escalators on
=5, campus. We also believe that the CUHK campus
RN could benefit from more open spaces for —

social interaction.’
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The RCP’s main wall is made of Eco-Glass Blocks
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Teaching Complex at Western Campus

There is an eight-storey, L-shaped building across
the road from the Tin Ka Ping Building on Central
Campus that is sometimes erroneously referred to as
the ‘Faculty of Law Building’. In fact only the fifth and
sixth floors of this Teaching Complex are occupied by
the Faculty of Law. The remaining floors currently
house communal facilities and University units. The
lecture theatres and classrooms have a total seating
capacity of over 1,500 while the whole building has a
total seating capacity of over 2,500.
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Eco-Glass Blocks incorporating photo-catalytic titanium dioxide

is energized by UV and accelerates the decomposition of organic
particulars and airborne pollutants.

New Carbon Neutral Refuse
Collection Point on Campus

A new environmentally friendly Refuse Collection
Point (RCP) emitting ‘zero carbon’ has been built
between the Science Centre, the Centralized Science
Laboratories Building, and the Basic Medical Science
Building on Central campus, as part of the RCP
network on campus to provide efficient transfer of
municipal solid waste to the waste collection depot
near Tolo Harbour.

The new RCP wasbuilt partially with environmentally
friendly ECO-Glass Blocks into which an air cleaning
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Floor Functions and/or Occupants
BEZ= - BERRE
LG-2 Lecture theatres and classrooms
= Z7E Temporary arrangement)
3 - HARAE
Communal offices
- ITHERSE5R
Faculty of Business Administration
« REBBHEF
Office of University General Education
s AREBEHAZE
Postgraduate Halls Office
e - BEERE
4 Language lab
- HEHEBM
English Language Teaching Unit (ELTU)
REANE - EEZER
5,6 Faculty of Law

New East Gate Entrance

Since 1 September 2008, the University has opened a
new East Gate entrance near the Chinese University

RS S SRR LR
Solar lighting occupancy sensor installed in RCP

agent has been incorporated which has been shown
to remove air-pollutants from vehicles by at least
20%. The RCP is powered entirely by solar energy
and meets the most stringent CO, emission standards.
It has three photovoltaic panels to generate power
for lights and mosquito killers. It is also naturally
ventilated.

Water from Weiyuan Lake is used for both washing
and irrigation of planters. A sullage recycle system
will also be installed to collect wastewater from
nearby washrooms, which will be treated and reused
for cleaning and other purposes.

Contractors handling recycled materials will collect
refuse at least twice a day from the RCP. The RCP
is operated by the Housekeeping and Building
Management Section of the Estates Management
Office.

Institute of Biotechnology (CUIB, formerly HKIB),
on Science Park Road, to replace the old East Gate
entrance. The new gate is about a couple of minutes’
drive away from the old one.

The reason for the move was that due to the
narrowness of the previous entrance, the guard booth
had to be placed on one side of the carriageway. So
when there were vehicles on the other side, the guard
had to come out of the booth to give the entry ticket
and/or collect payment. This poses a security threat
to the guard especially during peak hours when there
were vehicles entering and leaving the gate at the
same time, and also at night. Now, the guard booth is
placed in the centre of the carriageway.

The Campus Development Office has erected signage
at this entrance, similar to that at the Tai Po Road
main entrance. It has also written to the Highways
Department for the installation of traffic lights outside
the gate.
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