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Taking Tree Hugging to New Heights:

First Summer Camp of Cross-Strait Green University Consortium
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even CUHK students from different disciplines
Stook part in a weeklong eco-themed summer
camp to learn about and share experiences in
sustainable development and all things green with
20 students from mainland China and Taiwan. The
First Environmental Protection Green Camp - the
debut event of the Green University Consortium
which comprises CUHK, Taiwan’s National Central
University (NCU), and Nanjing University (NJU) in
mainland China - was held from 10th to 17th July in
Taiwan to promote sustainable development locally,
regionally and globally. Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung, CUHK
Vice-Chancellor, described the camp as ‘the first step
in our collaborations with the two sister institutions in
our Green University Consortium” and looked forward

to ‘more interactions and joint effort in the future’.

This year’s camp was hosted by NCU and co-
organized by CUHK and NJU. Prof. Joseph S. Lee,
vice-president of NCU, remarked at the orientation
camp, ‘Sustainable development is the theme of the
21st century. We aspire to instil
in our students green values and
expect them to reach out to the

community.’

On offer at the camp were multi-
disciplinary lectures and social
service experiences. Well-known
and NGO

were invited to give their take

scholars leaders

on sustainable development,

specifically on topics such as

(To be continued)
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green campus, climate change, green economics,
environmental diplomacy, green architecture, and
environmental trust. Discussions were held among
the students, who came from different cultures and
backgrounds. To consolidate their understanding
of green ideas, community services and field trips
were arranged. The students visited an organic
farm in Taoyuan County, removed invasive plant
species from freshwater ponds, addressed the
issue of green buildings at Taiwan University,
and helped to sort and recycle garbage at Neihu
Protection Park. The

Environmental activities

fostered friendship among the students from the

three regions, enhanced their awareness of environ-
mental protection, and promoted the importance of

applying green ideas to daily life.

Following the camp’s successful debut at NCU,
NJU will host the next one in 2012, and the 2013
version will take place at CUHK to coincide with
the University’s 50th anniversary. The consortium
has set up working groups on green research, green
education, student exchange, and green campus
living. Its aim is to strengthen collaboration among
affiliated universities in pursuing excellence,
educating the young, and rendering community
services to realize and promote the common goal

of sustainable development. 3
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The New Campus Planning and Sustainability Office
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ost visitors to CUHK cannot help marveling at the beauty
Mand lushness of this expansive 137-hectare campus which
is home to 23,000 students and 6,600 staff, and an ecological haven
for over 200 plant species, over 130 bird species as well as a wide

variety of fauna.

The reversion to a four-year normative curriculum in 2012 will see
a significant surge in the number of undergraduate students. New
colleges and academic buildings to accommodate the enlarged
student body and to satisfy their education needs are due to be
completed and opened in the coming months. The University
has not lost sight of the need to balance the provision of the best
educational environment and the preservation of our naturally
endowed campus. The first step was taken with the campus master
planning, which laid down in its final report published in October
2009 the blueprint for sustainable development of the University
campus in the next decade and beyond. The second step is to
approach the issues of planning and sustainability from a macro
perspective and to steer and coordinate efforts in strategic areas

with greater transparency and augmented leadership.

To this end, a new Campus Planning and Sustainability Office
(CPSO) was established on 1 July 2011 to support the long-term
planning and physical development of the University. Its mission
is to balance the University’s growth needs, ecological and
environmental concerns, and sustainability commitments. The
new office will also take charge of all space planning and allocation

matters to meet the needs of various departments/units.

Prof. P.C. Ching, Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Development), envisions the
work and impact of CPSO to be reaching far and deep. He said, ‘“The




B (hsmt) |
Miss Qu Zhe, MPhil student in biology |

EERESEBER 4+ pepnsy BXETABMGERRRL. |
BIEMLIR S BB RT RETRMENSES Cxwag
BRERNEIE. ERBES—BW T ETE 1BBER AR
WHFRE - PREH RHEE . GHEKA. HRBEABR
EHFEEE. %ﬁ@ﬁ%xﬁ_iﬁﬁﬁﬁt‘@%%ﬁﬂ& EE |
EEREASBREBNIES . \

The carT1p was very inspiring. Taiwan does a great job of |
Segregating waste which enabled us to take waste separation |
and collection one step further, to recycling. Raising the

temperature of your air-conditioner won't affect comfort but
will reduce a lot of carbon emission. Take the stairs rather than

the .lifts. Use less water. | think the individual’s contribution to |
environmental protection is crucial. A green university does not |
only need to have green policies and green technologies, but |
should also pay attention to raising environmental aware,ness |
among its students.
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The experiences and discussions at the camp have inspired me
not only to put into practice green concepts when I return to the |
Chinese University, but to influence people in my social circle ‘

‘ to join me in becoming more eco-friendly. |

Campus Master Plan has provided a firm footing from which future
planning and development efforts may take off. The establishment
of CPSO will help to realize that objective.” He added, ‘Sustainability
has long been a priority in CUHK and the higher education sectors
worldwide. Many universities have their own sustainability offices
but the role of CPSO at CUHK is more than that. We consider it the
best practice to put campus planning and sustainability under one
roof so that we can take full advantage of the planning principles
and precepts identified in the Campus Master Plan to maintain and

develop our much cherished campus.’

Professor Fung Tung, Associate Pro-Vice-Chancellor who looks
after the sustainability initiatives on campus, explained that CPSO
will be a policy unit to enforce the implementation of various
University-level green initiatives, e.g., carbon audit, energy saving
measures, use of renewable energy, green building design, waste
management, tree and ecology preservation, water and air quality
monitoring, and heritage conservation. Professor Fung said, ‘I
am pleased that a fulcrum is now available to ensure CUHK can
continue to guide its physical development in a sustainable manner
and to coordinate and further the good work already pursued by
colleagues in our campus development, estate management and

safety outfits.

Ms. Vivian Ho, the newly appointed Director of Campus
Planning and Sustainability, said, ‘CPSO will work closely with
the various frontline administration units, in particular, the
Campus Development Office, the Estates Management Office,
and the University Safety and Environment Office, to provide a
consolidated structure for policy making, priority setting and
frontline implementation. It is our target to maximize existing

strengths and synergy gain.’

In the CUHK context, sustainability is not a trendy phrase but a
matrix of real and vital issues demanding undivided attention
and dedicated effort, which will occupy the Campus Planning and
Sustainability Office in the years ahead. ¥*
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At the junction of New Asia Road and University Mall, a few steps from J.C. Liang Hall, stands a grassy
plot with structures that seem to have leapt right out of a sci-fi movie — oddly-shaped, multi-coloured

and made of different materials. These alien objects are in fact recycle huts belonging to the Estates

Management Office (EMO) and their ‘landing site’, the Yard for Environmental Sustainability (YES).

Mr. Benny Tam, director of EMO, said the focus of the huts is to reuse as much as possible, and recycle
only when the former is not ideal or feasible. This is because recycling necessitates processing of the
original object, which consumes energy. To date, there are seven huts, most designed by the EMO

using dead vegetation and waste materials

The EMO has been doing some further landscaping on the site in August and September, and putting
benches there to make YES more of a ‘garden’ —a Garden of Eden, if you will, for objects between homes. ¥
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Books Interested members of the University HABI AR AN B A Tl i
are welcome to take these; the rest is Wood planks, bamboo and iron rods,
removed for paper recycling derived from withered flora and old bus
station sign poles on campus
@ HH RATE TR RO > DARGEBR{RAS BRRA S BRI R R AR A 5 Lt (3% bt
Used banners To be collected and taken to a factory ek B S5 R A A = AR T S A A
where they are made into recycle bags ~ Wood from old flooring and partitions
from existing buildings on campus
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Clothes, accessories i T HAh 22+ A Fibre glass, supplied by the contractor

and CDs To be collected every two months
by Christian Action, an NGO, for
distribution to charities
@ T H KA 5 BRI » SAEAR RSS2 A > sk 28 FES A TR A B R S AT % A 8
Toys and gifts EE T Aluminium panels and corner braces

Members of the University are welcome  from old signage on campus
to take these for own use or for campus
events such as flea markets
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To be rounded up by a charity for JFERE » LAFREE SR ISR BR A

distribution to underprivileged families Corner braces and triangular
polycarbonate twin-wall sheets in green
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Electrical and
electronic appli-

ances (excluding
computers) to reflect the recycle theme
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Tin cans and boxes Mooncake boxes, milk formula cans etc. I M AIAR Pl 3k

are taken away for recycling Plywood pallets from old toilet doors

and partitions on campus
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PRTE Tk Leaves and branches of campus trees for
To be brought by a charity to a plantin  the roof; iron frame and cement for the
Tuen Mun where they are processed into body

eco-friendly bricks used for building
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Glass bottles

pavements
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The School of Life Sciences organized the second workshop on ‘Tree Pests and
Treatment’ on 16 July. With a focus on the treatment of sick trees, experts shared
their knowledge on diseases and disorders encountered in tree nurseries, killer
tree fungi, and pest control and treatment. The aim was to improve tree care
professionals' skills, enhancing cost-effectiveness in tree management, and

reducing the number of hazardous and sick trees in our city.

The University held the 2nd Seminar on Practical Turf Management on 11 June.
The one-day seminar covered topics including the historical development of the
turf industry in China, turf disease control, weed management, alternative use of
wastewater for irrigation. Experts also touched on issues such as the role of urban
landscaping and turf-grass in air-cleansing and carbon fixation. The aim was to
educate the Hong Kong public on proper turf management in the light of the
recent trend of replacing natural turf facilities with synthetic materials and what
the experts believe to be the misconception that the former does not work in Hong
Kong. The event was organized by the School of Life Sciences in collaboration
with the Institute of Horticulture Science of Hong Kong, and the Horticulture

Exchange Foundation. 3
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® The University has applied to the government’s $300 million Pilot Green

3 m

Transport Fund for the acquisition of zero-emission, electric vehicles including
buses, vans and scooters. The fund aims at encouraging organizations to test

out green and innovative transport technologies for better air quality.

® The theme for this year’s Environmental Sustainability Ambassador Programme
is ‘Act green in our daily lives!” and the programme will hold a full-day
workshop on 2 November. The day’s run-down includes signing the pledge
for the Green Office Programme, lectures and workshops by environmental

groups, and sessions on sustainability activities on campus.

® The University has been composting 10 to 20 tonnes per year of its food waste for
the last nine years. Usable food scraps include uncooked vegetable leaves, egg
shells, coffee grinds and rice. The compost is used as fertilizer on campus. The
EMO is exploring ways to overcome logistical challenges in order to expand
the programme, including working with Jack Cheng Ying-kai, entrepreneur
and founder of Hong Kong Food Waste Recycling Social Enterprise. Jack is
a former CUHK student and winner of the Hong Kong Social Enterprise
Challenge 2008.

* CUHK launched the I+ CARE Programme (wwwb5.cuhk.edu.hk/icare/) to help
students develop sustained interest in and commitment to serving the local,
regional and international communities by integrating specialized knowledge

with social and civic engagements. ¥
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Two More Green Awards for CUHK
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The University was the proud winner of two green awards by the
government recently — gold in the Promotion Programme on Source
Separation of Waste, which aims at reducing waste while increasing
its recovery rate, and for the third year in a row, the Energywi$e Label under
the Hong Kong Award for Environmental Excellence which recognizes

organizations’ energy saving efforts.

Mr. Benny Tam, director of the Estates Management Office, remarked,
“Every single building on campus — and there are over 100 — has recycle
bins, with some having bins on every floor. Our office also distributes
waste separation bins (left) for desk-side recycling to
offices that require them. So far over 1,000 have been

given out.” 3
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(From left) Prof. Chu Lee Man from the School of Life Sciences; Mr. Sham Sik Shing,
The Hong Kong Association of Property Management Companies; and Mr. Sham Choi
Wing of the EMO
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