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An Integrated Teaching Building of the School of Architecture, which is located next to the University
MTR Station, reserves the sea view to young learners. ‘Let the students enjoy the most beautiful view.
They will get more inspiration,” said Prof. Ho Puay-peng, director, School of Architecture.
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n Station Road, there is a very young building

with a curious name, and smart, sleek but
environmentally friendly interiors. It’s called An
Integrated Teaching Building (AIT Building) and it
is home to the University’s School of Architecture.

Completed in autumn 2012, the AIT Building is
the hub of teaching, learning and research for the
school. Prof. Ho Puay-peng, director of the school,
said the building is special for three reasons.
‘First of all, it is designed to serve, to gather, and
to make people inside feel at ease. Secondly, it
accommodates various kinds of events and helps to
enhance their atmosphere. Thirdly, it is a teaching
building.’

‘Students can see how we manage building
materials, how we approach light and space, and
handle human activity. We can use this building
as teaching material, letting students study its
different aspects,” Professor Ho explained.

Every teacher knows an inspiring environment
is important for learning. Professor Ho shares

that view. ‘A learning environment must be
comfortable and unrestricting. This is important as
itis conducive to broadening the mind. I believe the
AIT Building surely can help to liberate students’
thinking” A blessed place produces talented
people, as the saying goes. Alongside with excellent
faculty, the AIT Building is all set to nurture
capable and environmentally-conscious architects
in the decades to come.

BAHERMERT
Model of AIT Building

ZKEFB AT
In This Issue

W TR RS
AIT Building: A Cradle of Architectural Talent

B ZERRERE

Appointment of Energy Wardens

B SRR

Newsbreak




REFRARBAR BUER 28 - FEABIL—BENMERK T2 %
AHRUTHNEE  BRESEAZENEE-

Embracing an open house design, the AIT Building has received

many visitors since its opening.

Now let us go on a ‘tour’ curated by Professor Ho.
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Atrium—Heart of AIT Building

A successful building design must have a focus for
users on different floors. The atrium, which can
be seen from the entrance, serves this purpose.
Whether you are in the library, studio, exhibition
area, classroom or staff offices, your attention will
naturally be drawn to the atrium. It’s the heart of
the building which though hollow connects up the
different parts of the building.

The open design of the atrium aims at flexibly
accommodating different kinds of activities, e.g.,
student presentations, seminars and discussions,
as well as more sizeable events such as the
inauguration of the 2012 academic year, the 20th
anniversary gala dinner of the school, international
conferences and large-scale exhibitions. The more
activities are held, the stronger the bonding it
will foster. Up and around the huge space of the
atrium are staircases, corridors and bridges used by
teachers and students who lend them much vitality.
Students like to hang out at the atrium, having a
chat over coffee.

Round-the-Clock Facility

The architecture library is open 24 hours daily to
make full use of library resources and provide an
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ideal venue for students to study at night. According
to figures, some 50 students use the library every
night. The school currently has only 270 students.
No librarian is on overnight shift but students are
disciplined and well behaved. The library’s lights
have motion sensors and when there’s no movement
around, the lights will go off to save electricity.

Architecture students often work overnight on
their projects. To meet their needs, the studios are
also open 24 hours. Next to each, there’s a small
workshop with glass walls equipped with a full
set of wood work machinery and laser cutter. This
rare arrangement among local tertiary institutions
allows students to draw and construct models in the
same place. These facilities help to boost learning
outcomes and encourage students to devote more

time to model-making,.

Plain and Simple

The building’s fair-faced concrete walls have led
some visitors to ask if the AIT Building is still under
construction. It isn’t and it looks this way because
the school prefers to preserve the original tones of
the concrete, plywood and steel. If matched well,
natural colours are the most beautiful.

The building materials are simple and easily
available, which means lower transportation and
energy costs. The walls need no paint and simplicity
rules the interior design. For example, the furniture
in the director and staff offices are made of stacks of
raw plywood which is in line with the minimalist
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design. The cost of the AIT Building is equivalent
to a standard secondary school. It is economical yet
beautiful.

Green Design

The AIT Building is also a model of environmental
protection. It is the school’s goal to achieve the
highest local environmental building standards,
i.e, BEAM Plus Platinum certification, with this
building. The atrium is created to bring in fresh
air. When the windows are open, there is no need
to turn on air-conditioning. There is skylight
which renders artificial lighting unnecessary in
most places during the day. The skylight is built
with metal roofing with heat insulation and low-e
double glazing panel, and the black dots on the
glass are building integrated photovoltaic (BIPV)
cells which currently supply electricity to water
heaters in bathrooms on the top floor.

Atthe top of the atrium is a small room in light green
which features the only chilled beam in Hong Kong.
Unlike common air-conditioners which are driven
by compressors, the chilled beam has none, so it can
save a lot of energy. In other places of the building,
ventilators are used to replace air-conditioners.
Besides, experimental farming is taking place on
the green roof, and a vertical greening project is
underway. With the concerted effort of all, CUHK

is committed to fulfilling its mission of building an

eco-friendly university. 3
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Appointment of Energy Wardens
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he University appointed 192 staff from eight Faculties and some 80 departments/offices as energy

pu

wardens. Supported by the Estates Management Office (EMO), energy wardens are responsible for
assisting department/unit heads to implement energy conservation measures and collaborating with various
units to reduce the use of electricity. At the launch ceremony on 27 February, Prof. Fung Tung (4th right),
Associate Pro-Vice-Chancellor, appealed to the CUHK community to work hard towards achieving both the
intermediate and long-term goals in energy conservation. Prof. Joseph J.Y. Sung (5th left), Vice-Chancellor,
presented the appointment certificates to the energy wardens.

On the same day, talks on energy-saving tips were given by EMO, the Information Technology Services Centre
and other guest speakers as part of the training for Energy Wardens.

At the same time, the University plans to launch a three-year pilot Energy Conservation Plan targeting 22
buildings. These buildings include the top 10 buildings with the highest energy consumption and buildings
of different functions and usages covering all eight Faculties and major administration units. Together these
22 buildings represent over 60% of the University’s total electricity usage. A building energy conservation
working group will be set up in each building, and their energy wardens will work with EMO staff to carry
out energy audits in the communal areas and user areas, aiming to devising a viable energy-saving plan for
the building. They will identify practical energy-saving opportunities provided that they will not unduly
affect the operation of the department, and suggest possible means to raise awareness among co-workers to

minimize wastage in the workplace. ¥
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Lee Woo Sing College South Block Completed
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Lee Woo Sing College South Block (right) and North Block Hostel digital smart meter

Located at Residence Road, Lee Woo Sing College South Block which provides 300 hostel
places was completed in January 2013. Built along the contours of the hill, the College
campus enjoys the beautiful view of the Tolo Harbour and Pat Sin Leng. Following
the opening of the hostel area, other affiliated facilities are expected to be in place this
summer. When in full operation, the College can accommodate 1,200 students, including
600 residential students and 600 non-residential students.

The College aims at promoting green living and to this end, the building has adopted
many environmentally friendly designs, including three green measures that are the first
in Hong Kong’s tertiary institutions: a hostel digital smart meter, a high-efficiency CIGS

solar energy generation system, and LED lighting with plasmonic crystals. 3%
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New Cycling Track
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A 1.5 km bicycle track was completed recently on campus to facilitate vehicular flow and
promote the culture of walking, as endorsed in the Campus Master Plan. The bicycle
track begins at the University MTR Station, which links Sir Philip Haddon-Cave Sports
Field, Jockey Club Postgraduate Hall, Staff Quarters at Residence Road, C.W. Chu College
(under construction), and ends at Area 39. Parking space is located at the north exit of the
University MTR Station, outside the AIT Building and in Area 39.

Built along the railway tracks,
the bicycle track is separated
from motor lanes in most of its
sections, with trees aplenty on
both sides. Cycling is good for
one’s health and bicycles are
pollution free. Parking spaces
for bikes are conveniently
located for those who need to
use public transportation, like

shuttle bus, MTR and public ¥ ;
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Cherry Blossoms on Campus
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Inearly 2012, 20 cherry trees
were planted at New Asia
College to commemorate
the 20th anniversary of the
Department of Japanese
Studies. They were the
Japanese Flowering Cherry,

which is one of the best
species from Japan. Recently, the trees outside Chih Hsing Hall are in
bloom, indicating the arrival of spring, and they have become the back-

drop of many photos taken by members of the CUHK community. ¥
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Sustainability Report Released
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www.cuhk.edu.hk/cce/extra/reports/

sustainability2011.pdf

Prepared by Campus Planning
and Sustainability Office and the

Committee on Campus Environment,

the Sustainability Report 2011 was
released. Please browse at www.
cuhk.edu.hk/cce/extra/reports/sustainability2011.pdf. %

¥ 51838418 Cycling route on CUHK campus
Alignment of Cycle Track - University Station to Area 38
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(www.iso.cuhk.edu.hk/english/publications/sustainable-campus/). Thank you for supporting the environment.
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